Gordon Stobart on expertise

Gordon Stobart researched what makes certain people experts in their different fields and disciplines. He highlights that there is still the myth of natural talent but argues that there are actually several aspects that experts share which aren’t as glamourous as the ‘talent’ myth. Stobart shares the following information about how experts learn.

Experts learn by: 

· studying the grandmasters
· seeing and understanding the bigger picture
· having opportunities and the motivation to succeed
· committing to extensive and long-term deliberate practice
· organising their extensive knowledge by making connections so it can be readily accessed
· reflecting on thought processes and methods as well as content.

By studying the craft of those experts that have gone before, learners are inspired by them and want to emulate their success. Learners also understand how all the pieces of the learning puzzle fit together, making connections between new knowledge and skills they learn. Teachers need to create as many opportunities for learners to practise and develop their understanding but this practice won’t count for much unless it is well structured and deliberate; learners need intrinsic motivation rather than external rewards and embrace new ideas and concepts. 

Finally, learners need to organise all of their knowledge in such a way that allows them to draw upon it when needed; expert learners tend to see the processes and methods behind the learning, making it easier to form connections and build their knowledge base.


Gordon Stobart biography

Name: Gordon Stobart 
What to read: The Expert Learner by Gordon Stobart 
What to watch: vimeo.com/search?q=gordon+stobart
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