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By Sarah Hodges, geography teacher, ISF International School, Waterloo, Belgium (@SarahHodges1)

The students built a small weather station (Stevenson screen) using wood, plastic vent covers, screws and white paint.  Most of what they used was recycled or bought quite cheaply.  The vent covers influenced the size of the end product but it is big enough for a Six's thermometer, wet /dry bulb thermometer and a barometer.  The students also hung a pine cone from the frame underneath the box.  Next to the ‘Stevenson Screen’ we also added a rain gauge.  The equipment was bought for a reasonable price, the Six’s Thermometer and the rain gauge we purchased from the local garden centre. We already had a wet/dry bulb thermometer but it’s not essential for a simple weather station. The one piece of equipment that could cost a bit is the barometer. 

Additional pieces of equipment the students use are:
· An old bathroom mirror divided into eighths 
· A flag for wind direction 
· A compass 
· A digital anemometer (this is our most costly piece of equipment but something your weather team could do a fundraiser for.)
· Clipboard for record keeping
· And of course their own observational skills.

How did they build their Stevenson Screen/weather station?  
· They painted all the wood white before beginning construction. 
· They measured up the wood using the vent as a guide for the box size and cut it accordingly.
· The legs created the corners of the box and the shorter sections were screwed in place to join everything together. 
· The legs were measured so the box would be at the recommended height.
· At the top, the legs were cut at an angle also to have a sloping roof to allow rainfall to run off.
· The vent covers were screwed onto the back and sides.
· Then we sited our ‘Stevenson Screen’. 

To this day, it has been working well. A few repairs have been made due to the plastic of the vents deteriorating.
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