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Group Ice Breaker

Are you a rule follower or a rule breaker? Share an example with the group. 

Review last week’s next steps

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I will live like my ultimate allegiance is to God, not a political party.

❏ I will be involved in politics with an understanding of the life Jesus taught me to live.

❏ My political attitude and involvement will reflect the whole counsel of God.

❏ I will treat those I disagree with politically with kindness and respect.

❏ I will not gossip, listen to half-truths, or slander those I disagree with.

❏ I will honor those who lead me.

This Week’s Sermon Recap

We live in a culture surrounded by performance, and we often carry this performance thinking into our 

relationship with God, believing we must do for God in order for Him to be pleased with us. Some of us are 

experiencing tremendous guilt from feeling we aren’t doing enough. But we are called to live in the reality of 

what Christ has done, not the nature of what I must do. The Law, rules and regulations gave an outline of Christ, 

serving as a shadow of who was to come. But once Jesus came, there’s no need to focus on the shadow. When 

you make a decision to believe, you are in Christ and that relationship is defined by the word “done.” God loved 

us before we knew Him, found us before we looked for Him, and saved us before we believed in Him. Some of us 

have been focusing on or fighting shadows for far too long, and it’s time to live in the reality of what Christ has 

done. When Jesus was asked what is the greatest commandment, He answered to love God and love others. So 

we ask ourselves, what does love require of me? Allow love to guide your responses rather than allowing your 

emotions to drive your reactions. Live in reality of what Christ has done, not the nature of I must do, and do 

what love requires of you. 

Discussion Questions

1. Have you ever felt judged in the way Colossians 2:16-23 describes? What was it over? 
2. How has “legalism” impacted your view of God and how has “legalism” impacted your view of your 

journey with God?
3. What is it in people (and in us) that causes us to judge others based on external forms of religious 

observance (behaviors, attendance, lifestyle etc)?



Discussion Questions (cont)

4. Read Hebrews 10:1-10. In what ways was the Law a “shadow” of what was to come in Christ? What 
is the reality now found in Christ?

5. Read Matthew 23:1-7. How do Jesus’ words give greater understanding to what Paul is saying in 
Colossians 2?

6. Read 1 John 4:19-21. How do the two greatest commands, to love God and love your neighbor, 
relate to each other?

7. Think about a difficult relationship in your life. Within the context of that relationship, what does 
love require of you? Be specific. What can this group do to support you and hold you accountable as 
you move to love that person?

Next Steps for This Week (Commit to Grow)

❏ I will live in the reality of what Christ has DONE for me

❏ I will reject the idea that my actions earn God’s love

❏ I will ask “What does love require of me” and act accordingly

❏ I will let love determine my response rather than emotion drive my reaction 

Scripture References

● Colossians 2:16-18

● Colossians 2:20-23

● Hebrews 10:1

● 2 Corinthians 5:12, 17

● Mark 12:29-31

● John 13:34-35 34

Live In The Reality Of Done

Scott Haus
July 7, 2020


