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Group Ice Breaker

What is one place in your home you’ve grown to love and another you’d rather never walk into again as a result 
of Shelter in Place?

Becoming A Storyteller

Give time for someone in the group to share their story using the Becoming A Storyteller Guide.

Review last week’s next steps

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I made a decision to trust Jesus with my life.

❏ I’m signing on for this teaching series.

❏ I will read The Reason for God by Tim Keller.

❏ I will invest in people.

This Week’s Sermon Recap

As a church, we’re trying to build a community based on the reality that you reach greatness not by climbing up 

a ladder, but by descending down it. In order to do that, we need to fight the way we’re conditioned by this 

world. If you take your faith seriously, pride is a major danger. The following are categories of pride that can get 

you thinking about how pride may take root in your life. One form of pride is self-preoccupation, these are 

people who are focused on their image. Another form of pride is stubbornness, allowing your pride to prevent 

you from receiving correction. Another form of pride is controlling. Instead of trying to control or climb the 

ladder, we are instructed to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. And finally, the last form of pride 

is judging. So, how do we deal with pride? First, you need to acknowledge your pride and then secondly, humble 

yourself. Humility has to do with a kind of submitted willingness, a kind of healthy self-forgetfulness. You’ll know 

you’ve begun to make progress in the area of humility when you find that you get so enabled by the Holy Spirit 

to live in the moment that you’re not preoccupied with yourself anymore. The most important thing we can do 

to humble ourselves is to offer acts of servanthood. Every time you serve, you’re following Jesus. No act of 

service will ever be lost. 

Discussion Questions

1. In Luke 18 we see very religious people despising those around them. How does pride lead us away from 

loving God and loving others?



Discussion Questions (cont)

2. How have you dealt with pride in your life?

3. Matt made the statement that the religious leader was more damaged by his righteousness than 

the tax collector by his sin. Read Matthew 6:1-14 and discuss how this passage applies to Matt’s 

statement.

4. Of the types of pride discussed in the message (self-preoccupation, stubbornness, controlling, and 

judging), which have you struggled with in your life? How are you or have you overcome this pride?

5. Why is it so difficult to acknowledge our own pride? Is there someone in your life you can talk with 

about a struggle with pride? Why or why not?

6. Share with the group a time when you have been humbled in life. How did it make you feel? How 

did you respond?

7. Read Luke 14:11. What is one way you can offer an act of servanthood to someone else this week?

Next Steps for This Week (Commit to Grow)

❏ I will acknowledge my pride to myself, God and another person.

❏ I will serve the people in my life this week as an act of humility.

❏ Rather than trying to impress someone, I chose to grow in humility.

❏ Rather than judging someone, I chose to grow in humility.

Scripture References

● Luke 18:9-14

● Proverbs 29:1

● Ephesians 5:21

● Matthew 7:1
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Becoming A Storyteller

Becoming A StoryTeller

“Stories are the creative conversation of life into a more powerful, clearer, more meaningful experience. They are 

the currency of human contact.” Robert McKee

 

Stories move us. They inspire us. Stories are a way to touch the heart and inspire greater understanding about 

life. Life with God. Life with each other. There’s power in our story. Stories create connection, and that’s why we 

want everyone to have an opportunity to tell their story.

 

Being in community with others is really getting to know them, which usually entails knowing their story and 

them knowing yours. The idea of telling your personal story to others may make you a little uncomfortable, but 

it doesn’t have to be a big production nor comprehensive. It’s simply to give the others in your group a sense of 

what makes you uniquely you and what God has done in your spiritual journey. 

What Parts of Your Story to Tell

When you think of your story, it’s probably centered around people, places and events. Those three categories 

capture how we interact with the world around us.

One way to organize your thoughts is to use the space provided on the reverse side to identify people who have 

played significant roles in your life, places that are special to you, and events that have affected you. It’s really as 

simple as that.

 

You probably can’t talk about all the people, places and events you write down as your story should only be five 

to ten minutes max, but this will give you a place to start. From here, you can think through the parts of your 

story that are the most important to emphasize. It’s your story and you are free to share what you want to 

share.

 

Above all, remember this. You may think the other members of your group aren’t interested in your story, but 

that’s not true. Most of us are curious about the people around us, and we’re predisposed to empathize and 

connect with others. Your story will help draw the other members of your group closer. You’ll also be amazed at 

how many people will relate to parts of your story.



Key people

Key Places

Key Events

(Events can be turning points, something that took you from one chapter to the next, or plot twists, 

something that moved your story in a completely unexpected direction.)

You can keep this paper with you when sharing your story. The point isn’t to be a perfect public speaker. 

The point is for your group to get to know each other and create or deepen authentic community. Our 

stories give background and context to our conversations each week and will enhance our time together. 

So as difficult as sharing your story may be, it’s worth it! It’ll give us a deeper understanding of each other 

as we all journey through this part of our stories together. And that’s a good thing.

Becoming A Storyteller


