
Group Ice Breaker     

What is the best illustration, positive or negative, that you’ve ever seen of the saying, “actions speak louder than 
words”?

Becoming A Storyteller

Give time for someone in the group to share their story using the Becoming A Storyteller Guide.

Review last week’s next steps

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I will help someone take their next step spiritually.

❏ I will ask God to open doors for people to respond to an invitation.

❏ I will ask God to spread the Gospel through Blue Oaks in powerful ways.

❏ I will ask God who he wants me to invite.

❏ I will persist in prayer for someone who doesn’t know Christ.

This Week’s Sermon Recap

We are looking at the story of the two sons in Matthew 21. John called people to repent, like the one son does in 

this story- he goes to the vineyard as his Father asked him to. Your response to God’s will in your life is incredibly 

important. Do you have a place in your life where you’re not living in full obedience to Jesus? Character 

formation is a three step process, and it’s important. The first stage in this process is Confrontation. We need to 

have clarity, where am I not living in full obedience to Jesus? And we need to have a sense of urgency, this needs 

to change in me. Confrontation can come through reading scripture, teaching, small group studies, but we need 

to listen. The second step in this process is Reponse. If someone indicated to me an area where I’m not being 

fully obedient to Jesus, I have to respond. I can resist, because no one can force you to change. But the only 

answer, unless you want to get to the end of your life and have a mountain of regret, the only answer is to do 

what the first son in the story does, and that is change your mind, to repent. And the next step that we must 

enter into is the process of Change. God often confronts us with the truth about ourselves, and then he elicits a 

response from people. Then he enters them into the process of change. 

Discussion Questions

1. Read Matthew 21:28-32. In what ways are these two sons similar? How do those similarities apply to 

those of us that read this parable today?
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Discussion Questions (cont)

2. Read Matthew 5:8. Why doesn’t religious knowledge guarantee that we will do what God wants? Why 

do we so often drag our feet in doing what God wants?

3. What are possible reasons the son didn't do his father's will after agreeing to do it? What are reasons 

people use today to not do God’s will?

4. Read 2 Peter 3:9. When, if ever, is it too late to do the right thing? What does it mean to repent? Is it 

ever too late to repent?

5. Have you ever been confronted by a Biblical challenge or another person about an area of your life that 

was not in obedience to Christ? What was your initial reaction and why did you react that way? How did 

you eventually respond to the challenge?

6. In what ways is the insincere, superficial compliance response of the second son the greatest danger of 

all in our lives?

7. What spiritual practice(s) has played a role in your life to bring about change? What spiritual practice(s) 

could your incorporate in your life to promote a desired change?

Next Steps for This Week (Commit to Grow)

Use these as a guide to take your next step and commit to what you learned this week: 

❏ I will consider where I am not fully obedient to God.

❏ I will read God’s Word so that I know God’s will.

❏ I will say yes to God about something He’s calling me to change.

❏ I will enter into a practice that will help me change.

Scripture References

● Matthew 21:28-32
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Becoming A Storyteller

Becoming A StoryTeller

“Stories are the creative conversation of life into a more powerful, clearer, more meaningful experience. They are 

the currency of human contact.” Robert McKee

 

Stories move us. They inspire us. Stories are a way to touch the heart and inspire greater understanding about 

life. Life with God. Life with each other. There’s power in our story. Stories create connection, and that’s why we 

want everyone to have an opportunity to tell their story.

 

Being in community with others is really getting to know them, which usually entails knowing their story and 

them knowing yours. The idea of telling your personal story to others may make you a little uncomfortable, but 

it doesn’t have to be a big production nor comprehensive. It’s simply to give the others in your group a sense of 

what makes you uniquely you and what God has done in your spiritual journey. 

What Parts of Your Story to Tell

When you think of your story, it’s probably centered around people, places and events. Those three categories 

capture how we interact with the world around us.

One way to organize your thoughts is to use the space provided on the reverse side to identify people who have 

played significant roles in your life, places that are special to you, and events that have affected you. It’s really as 

simple as that.

 

You probably can’t talk about all the people, places and events you write down as your story should only be five 

to ten minutes max, but this will give you a place to start. From here, you can think through the parts of your 

story that are the most important to emphasize. It’s your story and you are free to share what you want to 

share.

 

Above all, remember this. You may think the other members of your group aren’t interested in your story, but 

that’s not true. Most of us are curious about the people around us, and we’re predisposed to empathize and 

connect with others. Your story will help draw the other members of your group closer. You’ll also be amazed at 

how many people will relate to parts of your story.



Key people

Key Places

Key Events

(Events can be turning points, something that took you from one chapter to the next, or plot twists, 

something that moved your story in a completely unexpected direction.)

You can keep this paper with you when sharing your story. The point isn’t to be a perfect public speaker. 

The point is for your group to get to know each other and create or deepen authentic community. Our 

stories give background and context to our conversations each week and will enhance our time together. 

So as difficult as sharing your story may be, it’s worth it! It’ll give us a deeper understanding of each other 

as we all journey through this part of our stories together. And that’s a good thing.
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