
Group Ice Breaker

What is something you wanted but ended up with “buyers remorse”? What was it that caused your remorse?

Review last week’s next steps

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I will be courageous in confronting the steamrollers in my life.

❏ I will set boundaries with the sponges in my life.

❏ I will speak the truth in love to difficult people.

❏ I will adopt a posture of patience with difficult people.

❏ I will let go of my need to change difficult people.

❏ I will learn to see beyond the difficulty.

This Week’s Sermon Recap

Let’s make a covenant together that this year we’re going to get Christmas right. To help do this, let’s identify 

some Christmas elements that we will see or experience a lot this Christmas season. This way you can use them 

as memory aids tethered to a Christmas truth, reminding you to come back to the content of Christmas. The first 

thing we will see a lot is the nativity scene. Instead of thinking about the decorations themselve, think: that was 

a real event in human history. Remember the magnitude of this event. Another thing we will see a lot is 

Christmas cards. Whenever you receive a Christmas card, first thing you ought to think is, “I’m on someone’s 

friendship list.” That’s a beautiful thing, thank God for friends. Through Christ- I’m on God’s friendship list, and 

when you're on God’s friendship list you’re in a relationship with a flawless friend. His love is love of another 

kind, it’s unflawed. Another thing we see a lot are gifts. Before you unwrap it, take a moment and say salvation 

is a gift. Jesus Christ is God’s Christmas gift with your name on it. The last thing we will see a lot this season are 

lights. We need God to shine his light on us so that we’re not walking around in darkness this holiday season. 

Jesus is the light of the world. Let’s work hard for the next three weeks to get Christmas right. 

Discussion Questions

1. Read Luke 2:1-20. What stands out to you from the story of Jesus’ birth?

2. What thoughts come to your mind when you see a nativity scene? Why do historical events lose their 

impact or significance over time?
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Discussion Questions (cont)

3. What role does friendship play in your life, both in having friends and being a friend?

4. What do the following Scriptures teach us about friendship?

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Job 6:14; Proverbs 17:17, 27:5-6,9,17

5. Read John 15:9-17. What describes the person that Jesus calls a friend?

6. Read Ephesians 2:1-9. In this passage, what is our position prior to gift of salvation? What did God 

do on our behalf? Do you ever feel the need to earn God’s favor or love? If so, why?

7. Read John 3:19-21 and 8:12. How would you describe the conflict between light and darkness? How 

does this “light” impact the world Jesus was born into?

Next Steps for This Week (Commit to Grow)

Use these as a guide to take your next step and commit to what you learned this week: 

❏ I will use the following as reminders:

❏ Nativity Scenes - That was a real event in human history.

❏ Christmas Cards - I’m on God’s friendship list.

❏ Gifts - Salvation is a gift.

❏ Lights - Jesus is the light of the world.

Scripture References

● Luke 2:1-20

● John 15:15

● Ephesians 2:8-9

● John 3:19

● John 8:12
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