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Group Ice Breaker

What’s one personal possession you could not live without and why?

Review last week’s next steps

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week? How did it go?

❏ I will ruthlessly face the truth about myself and stop hiding.

❏ I will admit to myself, to God and to a friend what I’ve been hiding.

❏ I will be more concerned with getting help than getting caught.

❏ I will ask God to forgive me for what I’ve been doing wrong.

❏ I will replace what’s wrong with the opposite virtue.

Message Summary

In Mark 10, the writers of Scripture tell a story of a man that refuses to give up his money, and therefore misses 

out on a relationship with God. It is clear that for every human being, there is one area in your life that you’re 

most tempted to hold back from God. If you believe your well being is only in your hands, you will hoard and cling 

to your stuff and strive for control your whole life long. You will become a generous person only if you truly believe 

that God is watching out for you, that God, himself, is caring for you. God gives himself. He gives away everything 

he has. 

The first way God uses to call us into a life of generosity is the discipline of tithing. You honor God by giving the 

first ten percent to him. Deuteronomy 14:23 says: The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in 

your lives. 

The other way God teaches us to give involves what might be called promptings to give from the Holy Spirit. Are 

you listening to the Spirit’s whisper, “Give?” And are you obeying it? It’s just money! Our world is insane about it, 

but it’s just money. And even in this world that screams, “MINE!” the Spirit of God comes and whispers, “Give.”



Discussion Questions

1. When asked by Jesus, the rich young man believed he had perfectly lived up to the Old Testament laws. 

What did his overconfidence blind him to? How has overconfidence lead to trouble in your life?

2. Read Mark 8:34 and Philippians 3:7-9. What is the relationship between these passages and Jesus’ 

command to the rich young man?

3. What would Jesus, or those closest to you, say is at the center of your life? Is there an area you have held 

back from God, keeping Him from the center?

4. There is a belief that wealth is a sign of God’s blessing, and the richer you are, the more blessed you are. 

Why do we equate wealth with God’s favor? What problems can this lead to?

5. Matt said in the message that “people do not drift into generosity.” Why? How is generosity developed as 

a lifestyle?

6. Read Malachi 3:6-12. Why would God allow Himself to be tested in this way? 

7. What is the branch you need to let go of in order to follow Jesus wholeheartedly? Are you willing to let 

go?



Next Steps for This Week (Commit to Grow)

Use these as a guide to take your next step and commit to what you learned this week: 

❏ I will take a financial class to get out of debt.

❏ I will move from giving nothing to giving something.

❏ I will open my eyes to see where God is calling me to give.

❏ I will obey when the Holy Spirit whispers, “Give.”

❏ I will begin tithing.
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