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Group Ice Breaker
What was the best or worst summer job you ever had? 

Review last week’s next steps
What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I commit to pray for a mountain to move in my life.

❏ I will pray like I believe all things are possible with God.

❏ I will persevere in prayer to the end of 2021.

Message Summary
There’s a fundamental truth about the church: it will always frustrate you if you approach it as a consumer who is 

trying to get something back from it. We, as a church, are supposed to be a community of servants — so aware, 

on a regular basis, of the grace that has come our way that we can’t see ourselves in any other light than in the 

light that Jesus manifested when he put a towel over his arm and took a bucket of water and washed his disciples 

feet and said, “You are to do this as well. Be this way."

Why should you get your hands dirty? First, God created you to serve, not to be served. You were made by God 

to do good works, not accumulate good things. Second, God called you to serve. In Jesus, there are no more 

professionals and amateurs, but rather, a kingdom of priests. Third, God gifted you to serve. Everyone who 

follows Jesus has been given a spiritual gift.

A fourth reason is that God changes you when you serve. Humility comes as a byproduct of surrender and 

servanthood. Fifth, God uses you when you serve. We are the body of Christ, and there are no useless body parts 

who are not needed. Lastly, God will reward your serving. There is no service you offer that God does not prize.

God made you to serve, and God's family needs you to serve, and you need you to serve.



Discussion Questions
1. Read John 13:3-17. Explain the significance of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. What was he 

teaching them and us?

2. God created you to serve (Ephesians 2:10) and called you to serve (1 Peter 2:9-10). How should this shape 

our understanding and engagement with serving? Is it required? Optional?

3. God has gifted you to serve through spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:7). Where are you on the spectrum of 

discovering, understanding, or using your spiritual gift? Why did you place yourself in that category? If 

you know your spiritual gift, share it with the group.

4. Share an experience of how God changed you through serving. What did you learn through the 

experience?

5. We see in Scripture that God will use you, everyone has a part to play in the church, and then reward you 

for serving Him. Read Matthew 6:1 and discuss how to resist the natural temptation to want recognition 

from others.

6. Of the six reasons to get our hands dirty, because God 1) created you to serve, 2) called you to serve, 3) 

gifted you to serve, 4) changes you when you serve, 5) uses you when you serve, and 6) rewards you 

when you serve, which one stands out to you most and why?



Next Steps For This Week (Commit To Grow)
Use these as a guide to take your next step and commit to what you learned this week: 

❏ I will commit to this teaching series to learn about spiritual gifts.

❏ I will start serving to discover my spiritual gift.

❏ I will join a serving team at Blue Oaks.

Scripture References
❏ Ephesians 2:10

❏ John 8:51

❏ 1 Peter 2:9-10

❏ 1 Peter 2:5

❏ 1 Corinthians 12:7

❏ Philippians 2:3

❏ Philippians 2:6-7

❏ 1 Corinthians 12:21

❏ 1 Corinthians 12:26

❏ Galatians 6:9-10


