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GROUP ICE BREAKER
Who is the smartest person you know?

REVIEW LAST WEEK’S NEXT STEPS

What, if any, next step did you commit to last week, how did it go?

❏ I will get out of the house and let my light shine in this dark world.

❏ I will email compassion@blueoakschurch.org about how to get involved in doing good deeds in my 

community.

❏ I will pray that Blue Oaks becomes a city on a hill that cannot be hidden.

❏ I will reorient my time and resources toward the kingdom of God.

❏ I will do for one what I wish I could do for everyone.

MESSAGE SUMMARY

Jesus generally teaches against the backdrop of some situation that's going on around him, or against what might 

be called “general prevailing assumptions.” He’s not giving us laws or rules, he’s telling us what it looks like to live 

in the Kingdom of God.

It’s important to understand that during the years of Jesus' teaching, he was not just treading water or killing 

time until it was time to go to the cross. His teaching was central to his ministry. The writers of Scripture mention 

several times that before Jesus taught, he sat down. It’s what a rabbi would do before a time of formal teaching. 

This is a way of stating that this is Jesus' profession. He’s a teacher, and there was a consistent response to his 

teaching. People were amazed because no one taught like him.

There are four reasons why Jesus is a great teacher. First, because of how he taught. He taught with authority. 

Jesus got up in front of people and said, “This is how it is.” Second, because of who he taught. Jesus comes to 

proclaim good news to everyone, including the poor, the prisoner, the blind, the oppressed, those who 

apparently were the least blessed, who apparently were in for bad news, according to the kingdom of this world. 

Third, because of what he taught. Jesus taught about who God is, Abba Father. He opens up the possibility of 

intimacy with God deeper than anyone thought possible. Lastly, because his life backed up his teaching. He was 

perfectly righteous, perfectly loving and perfectly joyful.

We have the opportunity to learn from the Son of God, the smartest man who ever lived.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who was your most memorable teacher in your education and what made them so memorable?

2. Is the idea of receiving Jesus not just as your Savior, but also your teacher new to you? If so, how?

3. What are some examples of the conventional wisdom of this world? Now read James 3:17. How does the 

wisdom of heaven differ?

4. Read Matthew 5:38-42. What stands out to you as you read these verses? Have you ever felt that fully 

following Jesus wasn’t realistic? Share why or why not.

5. Of the four reasons why Jesus is a great teacher, which has had the most impact on your life and why?

● Because of how he taught: with authority

● Because of who he taught: everyone

● Because of what he taught: the truth of who God is

● Because of how he lived: his life backed up his teaching



NEXT STEPS FOR THIS WEEK (COMMIT TO GROW)

Use these as a guide to take your next step and commit to what you learned this week: 

❏ Today I am receiving Jesus as my Teacher.

❏ I am committing to learn and apply the teachings of Jesus from the sermon on the mount.

❏ I will approach the sermon on the mount like I get to learn from the wisest person who ever lived about 

how to live life to the fullest.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

❏ Matthew 5:38-42

❏ Mark 1:21-22

❏ Luke 4:16-21

❏ Matthew 13:54-56

❏ Mark 4:1-2

❏ John 7:14-15

❏ Mark 11:18

❏ Mark 1:22

❏ Matthew 7:28-29

❏ Mark 14:36

❏ Matthew 23:2-3

SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES

❏ A Deeper Look At the Sermon on the Mount: Living Out the Way of Jesus

PRAYER REQUESTS

Take time to share how you can be praying for each other over the next week: 

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

https://www.amazon.com/Deeper-Look-Sermon-Mount-Lifeguide/dp/0830831045/ref=sr_1_11?crid=1R0YR928NOG9Q&keywords=the+sermon+on+the+mount&qid=1643242998&sprefix=the+sermon+on+the+moun%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-11

