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GOLDEN STATE OF MIND



The Charm of California Zinfandel
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Junipero Serra!"

First wine grapes in California planted 
by Franciscan missionary Father 
Junipero Serra at Mission San Diego 
de Alcala
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1769 –First Wine Grapes
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“American Grape”?
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Junipero Serra!"

According to Sullivan’s Research:

1820+_:
George Gibbs
Brought “Zierfandler” or “Black Zinfardel” to Long Island

1832+: 
Boston Nursery selling “Zinfindal”

1835-1845:
Popularity of “Zinfandel” as table grapes

1852-1857:
Frederick Macondray from MA brought Zinfandel to CA

1857: First record of Zinfandel wine in Oaknoll, Napa
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1. Cabernet Sauvignon: 90,000 acres

2. Zinfandel: 48,000 acres

3. Merlot: 44,000 acres

4. Pinot Noir: 43,000 acres

5. Syrah: 18,000 acres

6. Petite Sirah: 10,000 acres
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Sonoma, Napa, Lodi(

The Zinfandel Heritage (ZAP)

)*+,-./01234 (UC Davis) 
5678 Oakville 9:;
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Napa
Sonoma(Dry Creek, RRV) 
Mendocino
Lake
Central Valley(Lodi, Modesto)
Central Coast
Bay Area
Sierra Foothills
Southern California
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Charles Sullivan
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“Zinfandel
A History of a Grape and Its Wine”
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According to Sullivan’s Research:

1820+_:
George Gibbs
Brought “Zierfandler” or “Black Zinfardel” to Long Island

1832+: 
Boston Nursery selling “Zinfindal”

1835-1845:
Popularity of “Zinfandel” as table grapes

1852-1857:
Frederick Macondray from MA brought Zinfandel to CA

1857: First record of Zinfandel wine in Oaknoll, Napa
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Mike (Miljenko) Grgich of Grgich Hills Estate

“Looking at the vines I wondered am I in California or Croatia?”
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2001 DNA Testing
Zinfandel Originates from Croatia

One of the longest used Vitis Vinifera for making wines in history

U.C. Davis
Professor Carole Meredith

!
Croatia local research team

Radunic Vineyard, Dalmation Coast
9 Plantings of “Crljenak Kastelanski” Grape
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Paul Draper is the ture king of Zinfandel

--OZ Clarke

2013"# "Winemakers’ Winemaker" 

--Award, presented by 
the Institute of Masters of Wine.
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Taste of Winemaking
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Producer DE/F2G: SUTTER HOME  
Country/Region
HI/JK: 

Wine NameDLM

USA California
NHBC

White Zinfandel

Vintage &O: NV
Variety PQ: 100% Zinfandel

9.8%  alc
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Producer DE/F2G: Gnarly Head 
Region/Country
JK/HI: 

Wine NameDLM

USA Lodi
NH

Old Vine Zinfandel

Vintage &O: 2019
Variety PQ: 100% ZINFANDEL

100%=>?
14.5%  alc

Gghistuvwnoxj?ypq<r





What makes  Lodi
Old  Vine  Zinfandel  specia l
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE
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LODI WINEGRAPE COMMISSION, est. 1991 9%:;<=<!><?%@%;ABAC;DE%@%AFGDC!><?



Taste of Sonoma
34567
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Over half of Sonoma County 
is in a natural state

49%
Forests

36%
Pasture

9%
Urban

6%
Grapes
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Producer DE/F2G: Seghesio FamilyRSTDE
Country/RegionM
HI/JKM
Wine NameDLM

USA Sonoma
NH UVW
Zinfandel

Vintage &O: 2016
Variety PQ: 83% Zinfandel=>?

12% Petite SirahXYZ
2% SyrahYZ
2% Carignane[\]
1% Barbera^_Z
14.8%  alc

GghiCalifornia Wine & Company,-no
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Producer DE/F2G: Ridge Winery
Region/Country
JK/HI: 

Wine NameDLM

USA NH
Sonoma Alexander Valley 
UVW`abcd
Geyserville

Vintage &O: 2019
Variety PQ: 71% ZINFANDEL/71%=>?

19% CARIGNANE/19%[\]
7% PETITE SIRAH/7%XYZ
3% ALICANTE BOUSCHET
14.5%  alc

Ridge Vineyards Inc.
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Paul Draper is the ture king of Zinfandel

--OZ Clarke

2013"# "Winemakers’ Winemaker" 

--Award, presented by 
the Institute of Masters of Wine.



From Napa To Paso Robles
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Producer DE/F2G: Gragich Hills Estate
Country/RegionM
HI/JKM

Wine NameDLM

USA Napa
NH ef

Estate Grown Zinfandel

Vintage &O: 2015
Zinfandel=>?
14.9%  alc

Grgich Hills Estate



!"#*8

Producer DE/F2G: Villa San-Juliettegh\iDE
Country/RegionM
HI/JKM
Wine NameDLM

USA Paso Robles
NH fU.jkl
Zinfandel

Vintage &O: 2014
Variety PQ: 88% Zinfandel 8%=>?

7% Grenache 7%mno
3% Petite Sirah 3%XYZ
1% Merlot 1%pq
1% Sangiovese 1%rstu
15%  alc

GghiEVO WINE GROUP



The Art of Blending vs Single Varietal
The ageing potential of Zinfandel
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Producer DE/F2G: Orin Swift WineryvwxyDE
Country/RegionM
HI/JKM
Wine NameDLM

USA California
NH BC
8 years in the Desert 

Vintage &O: 2018
ZinfandelzSyrahzPetite Sirahz
Grenache Blend
=>?zYZzXYZz
mno{|
15.6%  alc
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Producer DE/F2G: Lange Twins
Country/RegionM
HI/JKM

Wine NameDLM

USA Lodi California
NH q} BC

Zinfandel
Vintage &O: 2014
Variety PQ: 100% Zinfandel=>?

16%  alc

No Importer



•No Legal Definition
•At least 50 years old
•Less than 3 tons of yielding
•Oldest Zinfandel is in CA
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GOLDEN STATE OF MIND




