
Overview
Since our inception in 1987, Bravo! Vail Music Festival has evolved from a small chamber 
music series to an international music festival with more than 80 performances and events 
throughout the Vail Valley community. Through extraordinary performances, dedicated 
leadership, and generous support from the community, Bravo! Vail has established its 
place as one of the best classical music festivals in the world. 

Bravo! Vail touches the lives of tens of thousands of people each year, from local residents 
to visitors from around the globe. Each summer Bravo! Vail brings together four highly 
renowned orchestras, as well as multiple acclaimed chamber ensembles, and dozens of 
talented solo artists to perform for six weeks in the beauty of the Colorado Rockies. 

Bravo! Vail fully embraces our mission through our year-round Education & Engagement 
Programs, including enrichment activities for people of all ages, free Community Concerts, 
collaborations with local organizations, and an after-school piano and violin instruction 
program, Music Makers Haciendo Música, in partnership with Eagle and Lake County 
School Districts. 

OVERVIEW & BRIEF HISTORY

ENRICHING LIVES 
THROUGH THE  
POWER OF MUSIC

Timeline
1987  
Founding Executive 
Director John Giovando 
and founding Artistic 
Director Ida Kavafian 
establish Bravo! Colorado 
Music Festival at Vail & 
Beaver Creek.

1989  
The Rochester 
Philharmonic begins 
its 19-year residency, 
joining the National 
Repertory Orchestra and 
the Colorado Springs 
Philharmonic to round out 
the Festival’s orchestra 
roster.

1991  
The first Soirée Series 
brings music lovers 
together for an elegant 
evening of music, food, 
and drink in beautiful 
homes throughout the 
community, becoming the 
Linda & Mitch Hart Soirée 
Series in 2001.



1998  
Eugenia Zukerman 
becomes the second 
Artistic Director of  
the Festival.

1998  
The organization changes 
its name to Bravo! Vail 
Valley Music Festival.

1999  
The Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra is added to the 
orchestral line-up.

2003  
The internationally 
acclaimed New York 
Philharmonic performs at 
the summer Festival for 
the first time.

2007  
The Philadelphia 
Orchestra solidifies Bravo! 
Vail’s reputation as one 
of the leading classical 
music festivals in the 
world when it begins  
its residency with  
the Festival.

2008  
Little Listeners @ the 
Library launches as Live @ 
the Library.

2010  
Bravo! Vail begins offering 
after-school piano 
instruction to children 
in grades 2 – 5. Violin 
instruction is added eight 
years later.

2011  
Anne-Marie McDermott 
becomes the third  
Artistic Director.

2012  
The first Classically 
Uncorked series debuts 
as the Silver Oak Series, 
bringing an innovative 
chamber music series 
with cabaret-style  
seating and wine to the  
Donovan Pavilion.

OUR MISSION

Bravo! Vail enriches people’s lives 
through the power of music by 

producing the finest performances 
by the greatest artists, fostering 

music education, and promoting a 
lifelong appreciation of the arts.

OVERVIEW & HISTORY



2013  
To reflect the evolving 
organization, the name 
is changed to Bravo! Vail 
Music Festival.

2015  
Artistic Director Anne-
Marie McDermott 
develops the annual 
Piano Fellows program to 
give two selected rising 
artists an opportunity 
to learn, perform, meet 
other artists, and immerse 
themselves into the 
Festival for two weeks.

2016  
Academy of St Martin 
in the Fields with Music 
Director Joshua Bell 
comes to Bravo! Vail 
as the Festival’s first 
international chamber 
orchestra, creating the 
four-orchestra roster we 
see today.

2017  
Inside the Music, a free, 
midday lecture series 
that offers a behind-the 
scenes look into the 
artistic process, begins as 
the Masterclass Series.

2018  
Caitlin Murray, former 
Director of Development, 
returns as Executive 
Director of the Festival.

2019  
The Festival presents 
Tosca, the first-ever fully 
staged opera at Bravo! 
Vail, performed by The 
Philadelphia Orchestra led 
by Yannick Nézet-Séguin.

2020: A SEASON OF RESILIENCE

In response to the global pandemic, 
Bravo! Vail created the Music Box, 
a mobile performance stage, which 
we took to neighborhoods and 
parks from East Vail to Gypsum 
to present 41 outdoor concerts 
to the community. A group of 14 
musicians performed in various 
configurations on the Music Box 
and in eight amphitheater concerts 
for limited capacity, socially-
distanced audiences, which were 
live streamed and viewed more 
than 6,500 times by people from 28 
countries and all 50 states. Bravo! 
Vail was one of the only music 
festivals in the world to present live 
music in 2020.

OVERVIEW & HISTORY
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2020  
The first Immersive 
Experiences Series delves 
into Beethoven’s nine 
violin concertos featuring 
Founding Artistic Director 
Ida Kavafian on violin and 
current Artistic Director 
Anne-Marie McDermott 
on piano.

2021  
The After-School Piano 
and Violin Program gets 
a new name, Music 
Makers Haciendo Música, 
and plans to expand to 
chamber ensembles to 
further advanced students’ 
music education.

2022  
The New Works 
Symphonic 
Commissioning Project 
launches, with the goal 
of commissioning three 
new works each year for 
the next five years and 
engaging the composers 
in the Festival. 

OVERVIEW & HISTORY

“One word to 
describe Bravo! Vail? 
Extraordinary. Simply 
extraordinary from 
beginning to end.”
  –Bravo! Vail patron



FESTIVAL OFFERINGS

EXTRAORDINARY 
PERFORMANCES. 
STUNNING LOCATION.

Orchestral Series
Bravo! Vail is proud to be the summer home to four of the world’s most  
acclaimed orchestras, each with its own unique history and approach, including 
the New York Philharmonic, The Philadelphia Orchestra, the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra, and a guest chamber orchestra, such as Academy of St Martin in the 
Fields and Chamber Orchestra Vienna-Berlin. Concerts are at the Gerald R. Ford 
Amphitheater in Vail, a beautiful outdoor venue with reserved, covered seats  
in the pavilion, open lawn seating, and spectacular integration with the  
mountain environment.

Chamber  
Music Series
Bravo! Vail’s Chamber Music Series 
offers something for every music 
lover, featuring chamber music 
as it was meant to be heard – in a 
beautiful, intimate environment, 
with acclaimed artists, and among 
friends. These concerts are 
performed at the Vilar Performing 
Arts Center in Beaver Creek.



Immersive 
Experiences
Bravo! Vail’s Immersive Experiences 
study a specific theme or 
body of work in depth through 
performances, lectures, and other 
avenues of exploration. This is a 
unique way to experience classical 
music up close with the musicians at 
the Donovan Pavilion. 

Clasically  
Uncorked
Classically Uncorked explores 
remarkable juxtapositions of music 
by cutting-edge composers, 
familiar favorites, and brand-new 
voices. This innovative series offers 
an exceptional chamber music 
experience, with handcrafted wines 
and cabaret-style seating in the 
gorgeous Donovan Pavilion.

Linda & Mitch Hart 
Soirée Series
These stylish soirées are truly 
one-of-a-kind social and musical 
experiences. Each evening begins 
with a cocktail hour at a magnificent 
private residence, followed by a 
performance by some of the world’s 
most extraordinary musicians, 
topped off with an intimate post-
concert dinner.

DONATE 
TODAY

970.827.5700
BravoVail.org

For more information, please email development@BravoVail.org

FESTIVAL OFFERINGS

Every year we marvel at the quality of the music 
and breadth of programming. Bravo! Vail is the 
highlight of our summer.” — bravo! vail patron



EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT

ENRICHING LIVES 
THROUGH THE 
POWER OF MUSIC
Our Education & Engagement Programs get to the heart of Bravo! Vail’s mission by creating 
meaningful musical experiences, sparking lifelong learning, and sharing the joy and power  
of music year-round with diverse audiences of all ages.

INSTRUCTION

MUSIC MAKERS  
HACIENDO MÚSICA 
Bravo! Vail’s flagship, school-
based music education program 
gives students in grades 2 
through 12 a solid foundation 
in violin or piano by teaching 

them the fundamentals of instrument training, musical 
concepts, performance skills, and reading music in 
45-minute group classes throughout the academic 
year. Our more advanced students can participate in 
chamber ensembles to further their musical education.

SUMMER INTENSIVE
As a complement to after-school 
programming, the Summer 
Intensive gives our students the 
opportunity to continue their 
music education during two week-
long summer camps, exploring 

additional genres of music, making music with friends, 
and enjoying access to our festival guest artists.

NEW IN 2022 
YOUNG  
MUSICIANS DAY
Young Musicians Day 
welcomes students from Aspen 
Music Festival and School, 
El Sistema Colorado, and 

Bravo! Vail’s Summer Intensive to collaborate in 
a day of music explorations, social activities, and 
workshops culminating in attending an Orchestral 
Series concert at the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater 
to experience professional musicians at work.

MUSIC EDUCATION NIGHT 
The evening welcomes 
hundreds of students, families, 
and educators to an immersive 
and imaginative celebration 
of live music and Bravo! Vail’s 
commitment to music education.

I cannot believe how quickly my daughter learned to read music 
and play the piano. You have opened up the world of music to 

her and I am so appreciative.” — grateful parent
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EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT

Professional Development
Bravo! Vail helps identify and showcase 
outstanding performers in the early stages 
of their careers. Piano Fellows and Chamber 
Musicians in Residence gain valuable 
opportunities to perform, teach, and learn 
with renowned Festival musicians. Summer 
Internship Programs for college and graduate 
school students are unsurpassed in advancing 
participants into successful arts administration 
and nonprofit management careers. The Bravo! 
Vail Music Award provides scholarships for 
students to pursue high-caliber musical studies.

ACCESS & ENRICHMENT

COMMUNITY CONCERTS 
Bravo! Vail’s Community Concerts 
are hour-long chamber music 
performances and solo recitals 
in relaxed, accessible settings, 
including chapels and the 
Music Box, Bravo! Vail’s mobile 

performance stage, set up in parks and neighborhoods 
from East Vail to Gypsum.

LITTLE LISTENERS  
@ THE LIBRARY 
Offers 30-minute programs that 
introduce music and instruments 
to children ages 2-7 in an 
approachable, accessible way, 
featuring age-appropriate activities 

developed in coordination with local libraries.

FAMILY CONCERTS 
Fun for music lovers of all ages, 
and the perfect way to introduce 
children to the joy of music in 
welcoming, convenient locations.

INSTRUMENT  
PETTING ZOOS 

Opportunities for children to touch, 
feel, and try instruments with the 
guidance of experienced and 
knowledgeable teachers.

INSIDE THE MUSIC 

Our artist conversations and 
masterclasses share intriguing 
knowledge and unique 
perspectives, giving music lovers a 
chance to learn and deepen their 
understanding of music.

COMMUNITY 
COLLABORATIONS 

Working with Vail Health, Roundup 
River Ranch, Golden Eagle Senior 
Center, Castle Peak Senior Center, 
Alpine Arts Center, Bookworm of 
Edwards, and Walking Mountains 

Science Center, we use the arts to strengthen community, 
enhance understanding, and make music accessible to 
audiences outside the traditional concert venue. 



There are many ways to join our 
community of arts supporters and  
make an impact.

Bravo! Vail relies on the generosity of our incredible 
donors to continue our legacy of musical excellence 
and to fulfill our mission to enrich people’s lives 
through the power of music. When you give to Bravo! 
Vail, you’ll receive exclusive benefits that bring 
you even closer to the music. Benefits are offered 
depending on your level of giving. Please reference 
the donor benefits information sheet for details. 

Where to Designate Your Gift
ANNUAL FUND
• Gift to the Festival: Your gift ensures that 

music continues to resound throughout the 
Vail Valley community. Remember to check 
if your company offers matching gifts.

• Orchestral Underwriting: Become a friend of an 
orchestra by designating your gift to support one of 
the Festival’s four world-class resident orchestras.

• Education & Engagement Programs: Support Bravo! 
Vail’s mission at work by underwriting the year-
round programs that make music accessible to all.

• New Works Project: The New Works Project’s goal 
is to commission and premiere brand-new music 
during the Festival, while also presenting the 
incredible wealth of music written by the leading 
composers of the 20th and 21st centuries.

• Tribute and Memorial Gifts: Assign your 
contribution and give a meaningful gift to a music 
lover or honor the memory of a loved one.

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE FUND
This designated fund eliminates the limitations 
inherent to an annual fundraising cycle and allows 
us to dream farther into the future to draw the most 
talented artists in classical music to the Festival.

WAYS TO GIVE

JOIN OUR 
COMMUNITY  
OF DONORS

We give to Bravo! Vail to ensure our grandaughter will have 
the same opporutnity to experience incredible music in this 

beautiful place we call home.” — bravo! vail donor



DONATE 
TODAY

970.827.5700
BravoVail.org

For more information, please email development@BravoVail.org

DIRECT CONTRIBUTION 
Give directly to the Festival via check, credit card, or cash.

GIFTS OF STOCK 
Donating stock and securities can maximize your tax benefits.  

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 
If you are aged 70½ or older, you can donate directly 
to Bravo! Vail from your IRA and receive tax benefits.

DONATE A VEHICLE 
Instead of selling, trading, or storing your old vehicle, 
donate it to Bravo! Vail and receive a tax deduction. 

IN-KIND GIFTS 
Donations of products, housing, rehearsal space, goods, 
and services are an impactful way to support Bravo! Vail.

DONATE AN AUCTION ITEM 
Donate use of your home, an experience, or an 
item we can put into the annual Online Auction.

ONLINE AUCTION & PADDLE RAISE 
Support Bravo! Vail’s year-round Education & 
Engagement Programs by participating in the annual 
Online Auction and Virtual Paddle Raise each summer.  

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP 
Position your business as a supporter of the 
arts and enjoy sponsor recognition and the 
benefits associated with your giving level.

PLANNED GIVING 
When you include a bequest to the Festival in your estate 
plans, you make an investment in Bravo! Vail’s future.

WAYS TO GIVE

Become a Housing Host 
Do you own a house, condo, or private guest 
apartment that is available for any length of time 
during the Festival? Become a Housing Host for a 
Festival musician or seasonal Bravo! Vail employee, 
receive donor benefits, and make an impact!

For more information, contact Director of Artistic 
Operations Elli Monroe at emonroe@BravoVail.org.



Bravo! Vail is committed to presenting the greatest 
musicians and finest orchestras and established the 
Artistic Excellence Fund in 2018 to uphold that legacy.  
The fund gives us the ability to draw the most talented 
artists in classical music to the Festival, creating amazing 
musical experiences that further elevate the level of 
artistic quality each year.

How is a contribution to the Artistic Excellence Fund 
different from an annual gift? A designated fund 
committed to artistic excellence eliminates the limitations 
inherent to an annual fundraising cycle. A robust Artistic 
Excellence Fund allows us to dream farther into the 
future and create more indelible memories for you, for our 
audiences, and for our community. 

Bravo! Vail aims to create a $1 million fund to present 
music at the level our patrons have come to expect and 
to fulfill our mission to enrich people’s lives through the 
power of music by producing the finest performances by 
the greatest artists. As of September 2022, we are more 
than a third of the way to our goal. 

Artistic Excellence Fund
2022 was the first year we utilized the Artistic 
Excellence Fund. The allocation supported the 
New Works Symphonic Commissioning Project, 
Immersive Experiences, and the 47 incredible 
soloists who performed at the 2022 Bravo! Vail 
Music Festival.

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE FUND

ONE-OF-A-KIND 
PERFORMANCES. 
EVERY TIME.

The caliber of musicians 
performing at Bravo! Vail is 

astonishing. Simply incredible!” 
— bravo! vail patron

DONATE 
TODAY

970.827.5700
BravoVail.org

For more information, please email development@BravoVail.org



NEW WORKS PROJECT

HELP US CREATE 
NEW WORKS  
OF MUSIC

In 2017, in celebration of its 30th season, Bravo! Vail launched the New Works 
Project, aimed at commissioning and premiering brand-new music during 
the Festival, while also presenting the incredible wealth of music written by 
the leading composers of the 20th and 21st centuries.

We believe it is the responsibility of all arts organizations to foster the 
creation of new art and music, to contribute to the growing musical canon, 
and to cultivate a thriving musical world. Bravo! Vail’s New Works Project 
continues as an important component of the Festival each year. 

Recently commissioned works through  
the Bravo! Vail New Works project include:
2021
• Bruce Adolphe: Diesen Kuss 

der ganzen Welt (“This kiss to all 
the world”); co-commission with 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 

• Caroline Shaw: Evergreen for 
string quartet 

2019
• Philip Glass: Perpetulum 

written for Third Coast 
Percussion

• Edgar & George Meyer: Duo for 
Violin and Bass co-commission 
with Chamber Music Northwest

2018
• Gabriella Smith: Requiem for 

vocal octet and string quartet*

2017
• Edgar Meyer: Overture for 

Violin and Orchestra co-
commission with Academy of  
St Martin in the Fields* 

• Roberto Sierra: Dos piezas 
para orquesta written for Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra* 

• Guillaume Connesson: Le 
Tombeau des Regrets written 
for The Philadelphia Orchestra* 

• Julia Adolphe: White Stone 
written for the New York 
Philharmonic*

• David Ludwig: Pangaea for 
strings and piano* 

*Indicates world premiere at Bravo! Vail



DONATE 
TODAY

970.827.5700
BravoVail.org

For more information, please email development@BravoVail.org

NEW WORKS PROJECT

Symphonic Commissioning Project
In 2021, Bravo! Vail deepened our commitment to supporting living 
composers and their work by launching the Symphonic Commissioning 
Project. As part of this bold initiative, Bravo! Vail will commission three 
new works each year for five years, engaging a wide representation of 
compositional voices. 

The new works will be written for, and performed by, each of our three 
resident orchestras. All performances are meant to be attended by the 
composers who, along with musicologists and other speakers, will present 
educational programs for audiences of all ages throughout the community.

World Premieres 
from the 2022 
Symphonic 
Commissioning 
Project
1.	Samaa’ by Chris Rogerson	

Commissioned by Bravo! 
Vail in honor of Anne-Marie 
McDermott’s 10th anniversary 
as artistic director, performed 
June 25 by McDermott and The 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 

2.	music for young water that 
danced beneath my feet	
by Katherine Balch, co-
commissioned work with the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
performed June 30

3.	Profiles by Carlos Simon	
A co-commissioned work with 
the New York Philharmonic 
performed	July	22

We	are	so	proud	and	thrilled	to		
be	part	of	Bravo!	Vail.	Thank	you	for	
making	these	extraordinary	evenings	

of	great	music	happen!”		
— bravo! vail patron



DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

Annual Audience Members

52,200

Visitor Type

LOCAL

IN-STATE DAY

IN-STATE OVERNIGHT

OUT OF STATE

INTERNATIONAL

CAME SPECIFICALLY FOR THE FESTIVAL

25%

4%

22%

47%

2%

86%

 COLORADO:  51%
 TEXAS:  11%
 FLORIDA:  8%
 PENNSYLVANIA:  3%
 NEW YORK:  2%
 MEXICO:  1%
 OTHER:  24%

Geographic Representation

Household Income

$500K+
17%

$200K – $499K
33%

$100K – $199K
33%

$75K – 
$99K
10%

$25K – 
$74K
8%

Education

COLLEGE 
GRADUATE

 30%

GRADUATE 
DEGREE 
65%

ASSOCIATES 
DEGREE/SOME 

COLLEGE
 4%

Average Age

65+
66%

55-64 
19%

45-54
7%

44 OR UNDER
7%

FESTIVAL DEMOGRAPHICS & IMPACT

2022 SEASON



SOCIAL MEDIA REACH

8,400+ 
Total Facebook followers

Total reach of over 577,852  
during the festival – over 96,000 

average impressions per week

3,700+ 
Instagram followers

858,456+ 
YouTube views  

throughout the season
2,300+ hours spent watching Bravo! Vail 

videos over the course of the season 
between YouTube and Facebook

Annual economic impact  
by concert-goers and  
orchestra members

Local spending  
by concert-goers and  
orchestra members

DINING

$9.9M

LODGING

$5.2M

RETAIL & 
RECREATION

$12.9M

$29.2M

OVERALL/EAGLE COUNTY 

TOWN OF VAIL

$18M

DONATE 
TODAY

970.827.5700
BravoVail.org

For more information, please email development@BravoVail.org

FESTIVAL DEMOGRAPHICS & IMPACT

ECONOMIC IMPACT
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