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Changes to the Rules for 2019  
 
 

Rule Change 

2.2.1 Day Pass Membership: Purchase Day/Training Passes Handbook (This is an Associate 
Membership and has no voting rights). 
 

2.4.5.2 On registration, the Horse will be assigned:  
• A unique number (“the Equine Registration Number”).  
• A registered name which shall be the name entered on its passport unless,  

 the name appearing on the Horse’s passport is likely to lead to confusion by 
virtue of its similarity to the registered name of a Horse already registered 
with BE in which case the Horse will be registered with the name entered 
on the Horse’s passport but with the addition of a Roman numeral suffix;  

 BE becomes aware at any time that the name entered on the Horse’s 
passport contains a prefix or suffix registered with the Central Prefix 
Register (“the protected prefix”) which has been entered on the passport 
without the permission of the person entitled to use the protected prefix, 
in which case BE may register or re-register the Horse with the name 
entered on the passport but omitting the protected prefix;  

 the name on the Horse’s passport is offensive, has a purely commercial 
purpose or is otherwise unsuitable, when the Horse will be registered with 
an acceptable name similar to that on the passport.  

 If the passport does not contain a name, the owner must return it to the 
PIO to have the name inserted. In the case of a Wetherby’s or foreign 
passport, please contact the BE office.  

 
All decisions in this context will be taken by the Chief Executive in his absolute 
discretion against which there will be no right of appeal. 
 
The registered name of a Horse may be changed if it has fewer than 61 points. Its 
passport, in which the PIO has entered the proposed new name, which must be 
acceptable to BE, must be produced, whereupon the registered name shall be changed 
to the new name. 
 

2.7 Passes  
Rider Day Passes are for Competitors in BE90, BE100 (incl. BE100 3DEs), BE100 PLUS, 
BE105, Novice and Intermediate Novice classes but not Championships and National 
Finals at any level, except 4 Year Old classes.  
Training Passes are for Competitors and their Horses, in BE80(T) classes only.  
Club Passes are for Competitors and their Horses in Pony Club.  
International Day Passes are for foreign Horses and Competitors (not resident in the 
UK) wishing to compete above Novice level in national classes.  
Horse Day Passes are for Horses, who are being ridden by Full Members or Day Pass 
Members in BE80(T), BE90, BE100 (incl. BE100 3DEs), BE100 Plus, BE105, Novice and 
Intermediate Novice classes but not Championships and National Finals at any level, 
except 4 Year Old classes. 

2.7.2 Passes, which are specific to Horse or Competitor and are not transferable, are 
purchased either through the BE website or by application to the BE Office before 
entering an Event. Passes are only valid for the current season. A competitor may 
purchase:  
• A maximum of four Rider Day Passes in any one season.  
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• An unlimited number of Horse Day Passes, Training Passes and Club Passes. 
 

2.8 The British Eventing Youth Programme incorporates both age restricted competition 
and training for Members, mainly on a regional basis, who are in the year of their 12th - 
21st birthday and younger. 

2.8.1 The Under 18 Programme covers include three two levels of competitions and both 
regional and national training:  
• U18 BE100 riders who compete at BE100 Ou18 Regional classes and have a 

National Under 18 Championship, including teams towards the end of the season. 
• U-18 Novice riders who compete in Regional Open Novice U18 (ONu18) classes and 

a National Under 18 Regional Team Championship including teams held at a CCI1* 
CCI2*-Long. 
 

2.8.2 The Pony Programme is open for members in the year of their 16th birthday and 
younger riding a pony, with competitions at Novice level, Pony Trials with an U-16 
Championship held at CIC1* CCI2*-Short level. Training and support is offered 
throughout the season by the National Pony coach. 

2.8.3 Juniors who compete at Open Intermediate level in OIu21 classes and a Junior an u18 
Championship held at CCI1* CCI3*-Short level. Training is provided for those riders 
selected for the Junior Squad  
 

2.8.4 Young Riders. Riders in the year of their 21st birthday and under have competitions 
held at Open Intermediate level but may compete at any level without age restriction 
including the U-25 advanced classes and U-25 Championships at CCI3*  CCI4*-Long and 
U21 Championships at CCI2* CCI3*-Long. Training is given to those riders who are 
selected for the Young Rider squad.  
 
• Regional training and support is available for all riders in the year of their 21st 

birthday and younger on a regional basis throughout the year. 
 

2.9.1 Minimum Eligibility Requirements; National  

 

Competitors who wish to compete in National classes above BE90 level, must 

demonstrate an ability to achieve the Minimum Eligibility Requirement standard at 

each level. At the higher levels, this applies to horses as well as Competitors. 

 

The MER standard is achieved by completing a competition with:  

 no more than 50 dressage penalties,  

 no more than 16 show jumping penalties,  

 0 cross country jumping penalties and no more than 30 cross country time 

penalties.  

 

The Table in Rule 2.9.5 sets out the MERs to be fulfilled by both Horse and Competitor 

before competing at each level in National Competitions.  

 

Attainment of these MER’s does not certify that either a Horse or a Competitor is 

necessarily fit or competent to compete at the relevant level. The MER’s merely 

indicate the levels which must have been achieved. 
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Competitors are responsible for ensuring that material MER’s are fulfilled. Failure to do 

so will be a breach of these Rules. 

 

These MER’s apply to all Competitors, whatever their nationality. However, a foreign 

Competitor may be allowed, on production of his performance record from his National 

Federation, to compete at a level equivalent to that at which he has competed in his 

own country. 
 

 

2.9.2 
 
2.9.2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.9.2.2 
 
 
 
2.9.3 

Continuing Performance Requirements 
 
Horses 
A horse which, at any level, incurs either 

 two consecutive cross country eliminations, as a result of refusal, run out or fall 
of horse or rider, or  

 a total of 3 such eliminations within a 12 month rolling period 
may not compete again at the level, or the highest level, at which the eliminations were 
incurred, until a MER standard round has been completed 

 at the level immediately below that at which the eliminations were incurred, 
or, 

 if incurred at different levels, at the level below the highest level at which the 
eliminations were incurred. 

 
If a Continuing Performance Requirement is incurred by eliminations at BE80(T) level 
then a trainer will be appointed by the Sport Manager to assess the Horse and submit a 
written report before the Horse may again take part in any BE Competition. 
 
Riders.  
A Rider of a horse or horses which incur two Continuing Performance Requirements 
within a 12 month rolling period will be referred under Rule 3.8.4 
 
Age, Height, Achievement as a Combination and Exemptions 

2.9.3.3 Height  
• Horses competing in BE80(T) and BE90 classes must be at least 137cms 132cms in 
height.  
• Horses competing in all other National classes must be at least 142 cms in height 
 

2.9.3.5 Exemptions in Exceptional Circumstances 

By a written Exemption in Exceptional Circumstances, (‘Exemption’) the Performance 

Manager or the Chairman of the appropriate Youth Programme, may give permission 

for any Competitor to ride any Horse in any competition. Applications for exemptions 

should be submitted as far in advance as possible and before submitting an entry to 

the event. The Exemption must accompany the relevant entry. 

 

2.9.4.2 The MER’s which apply to GBR Horses and Competitors for entry in CI’s CCI’s and CIO’s 
are set out… 
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2.9.4.3 GBR Youth Requirements for International Classes  
• All Competitors who are in the year of their 18th birthday, or younger, who wish to 

enter CIC or CCI classes must achieve the relevant MER’s as a combination.  
• Any Competitor who is in the year of their 18th birthday, or younger, may only 

enter a CI** or CI*** CCI3* or CCI4* with an Exemption. (Rule 2.9.3.5)  
• Any Competitor who is in the year of their 16th birthday or younger may only enter 

a CI* CCI2* class with an Exemption. (Rule 2.9.3.5) 

2.9.5  

CLASS  HORSE  COMPETITOR 

BE80(T)  
There is no 
obligation to move 
out of BE80 

Grade 4. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket or Training Day 
Passes. 5 years old and above. 
Except: From 1st May 4 year 
old Horses may compete up to 
4 times in a combination of 
BE80 and BE Young Horse 
qualifying Events. At least 137 
132cms height. 

Full Members or Day Pass 
Members with Training Passes. 
Competitors who have completed 
an Advanced, 2*, 3* or 4* 3*, 4* 
or 5* competition prior to ballot 
date in the current season, or in 
the two immediately previous 
seasons, may only take part HC. 

BE90  
There is no 
obligation to move 
out of BE90 

Grade 4. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket or Day Passes. 5 
years old and above. Except; 
from 1st May 4 year-old Horses 
may compete up to 4 times in a 
combination of BE80 and BE 
Young Horse qualifying Events. 
At least 142 132cms height. 

Full Members or Day Pass 
Members with Day Passes. 
Competitors who have completed 
an Advanced, 3* or 4* or 5* 
competition prior to ballot date in 
the current season, or in the two 
immediately previous seasons, 
may only take part HC. 

OPEN NOVICE 
UNDER 18 (ONu18) 

All Grades. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket or Day Passes. 6 
years old and above. Horses 
may be any grade to compete 
in N u18 classes, but in order to 
be eligible for the Regional 
Team Champion - ships must 
not have completed an 
Advanced, CIC3*, CCI3*, CCI4* 
CCI4* Short or Long, CCI5*Long 
in the current year. At least 
142cms height. 

Full Members or Day Pass 
Members with Day Passes in the 
year of 18th birthday or under. All 
combinations must be registered 
on to the u 18 Programme. Must 
have completed 3 MERs at BE100 
/ BE100 PLUS / BE105 * If in year 
of 16th birthday or younger; must 
have completed as a combination 
3 MERs at BE100 / BE100 PLUS / 
BE105 * * 1 MER may have been 
achieved at the PC100 Eventing 
Championship in the current or 
preceding season 

INTERMEDIATE (I) Grade 2, 3 & 4. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket. Must have 
completed 5 Novice classes 
(incl. HC) clear jumping X/C 
with no more than 16 Show 
Jumping penalties at obstacles. 
5 years old and above for one 
day Events. 7 years old and 
above for Intermediate 
Championships. At least 
142cms height. 

Full Members only. Must have 
completed 5 MERs at Novice (incl. 
HC) or CI1* CCI2* Short or Long. 
Unless qualified to ride at 
Advanced level a Competitor 
competing at this level for the 
first time must, with that Horse, 
first complete 1 MER at Novice 
(Incl. HC) or 1* CCI2* Short or 
Long. If in year of 16th birthday 
or younger; may only enter with 
an exemption per Rule 2.9.3.5 
and must have completed, as a 
combination 5 MERs at Novice 
(Incl. HC) or 1* CCI2* Short or 
Long AND 1 MER at OIu21. 

OPEN 
INTERMEDIATE 
UNDER 21 (OIu21) 

All grades. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket. Must have 
achieved 5 clear Cross Country 
rounds at Novice (incl. HC) with 
no more than 16 Show Jumping 
penalties. 5 years old and 
above. At least 142cms height 

Full Members only in the year of 
their 21st birthday and under. 
MERs as for Intermediate. If in 
year of 16th birthday or younger 
may only enter with exemption 
per Rule 2.9.3.5 and must have 
completed as a combination 5 
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 MERS at Novice (incl. HC) or CI1* 
CCI2* Short or Long. 

ADVANCED 
INTERMEDIATE (AI) 
Dressage Advanced 
or Advanced. 
Intermediate 
standard. SJ 
Advanced standard. 
XC Intermediate 
standard and speed. 

All Grades. 
Full Season/Half Season Ticket. 
Must have achieved 5 clear XC 
jumping rounds with no more 
than 16 show jumping penalties 
at Novice (incl. HC) prior to 
Ballot Date. 
5 years old and above. 
At least 142cms height. 

Full Members only; in year of 
their 17th birthday or older. Must 
have completed 5 MERs at Novice 
(incl. HC) or CI1* CCI2* Short or 
Long. Unless qualified to ride at 
Advanced Level, a Competitor 
competing at this level on a Horse 
for the first time must, with that 
Horse, first complete 1 MER at 
Novice 

ADVANCED (A) All Grades. Full Season/Half 
Season Ticket.  5     6 clear XC 
jumping rounds with no more 
than 16 show jumping penalties 
at Intermediate (incl. HC) (a 
maximum of two of these may 
be CCI3*) prior to Ballot Date 
and completed a CIC2* or 
CCI2* with a qualifying result 
consistent with FEI Rules. 
Alternatively those Horses that 
are qualified for CIC3* 
automatically become 
qualified. 7 years old and 
above. At least 142cms height. 

Full Members only; in year of 
their 17th birthday or older. Must 
have completed 5 MERs at Inter - 
mediate (incl. HC). A Competitor 
competing at this level on a Horse 
for the first time must, with that 
Horse, first complete 1 MER at 
Intermediate. 
 

 

3.4 The Health and Safety Steward is appointed by the Organiser to advise the Organiser 
on all aspects of Health and Safety. He must be independent of the Organiser or 
Organising Committee. He will be present for the duration of the event. 
 

3.8.6 
3.8.6.1 

The Disciplinary Powers of the Chief Executive  
In circumstances where  
• a Member is referred to the Chief Executive by a BE Steward under Rule 3.8.1.8, or  
• more than one disciplinary sanction is imposed on a Member within a period of 12 

months, or  
• a Member is named on the Event Incident List more than once in a period of 12 

months, or  
• the Chief Executive is satisfied, after enquiry if necessary, that any Member, or any 

person taking part in an Event, or a person connected in any way with a Member, 
has acted in breach of, or has not complied with, these Rules,  

the Chief Executive may either  
• impose any one or more of the sanctions set out in Rules 3.8.1.1 to 3.8.1.7, or  
• increase or add to any such sanction already imposed, subject always to the limits 

of those Rules, or  
• impose a period of suspension, or 
• refer the matter to the Disciplinary Chairman. 

 

4.1.5 The Ballot Date will be a Tuesday, usually 18-21 days before the Event or 25-28 days if 
the Event balloted the previous year, and the Ballot Period. See Rule 4.4. 

4.8 
 

Start Times  
• Start Times for each combination will be made available as indicated in the 

Schedule and will also be posted at the Event Secretary’s office during the event. 
Where possible, but in their discretion, when preparing Start Times Scorers will try 
to accommodate specific timing requests.  

• Start Times must always provide for each Horse to have an interval of at least 30 
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minutes between finishing one phase and starting the next. If Show Jumping is the 
final phase, the interval must be at least 60 minutes. These intervals may be 
reduced only in exceptional circumstances by the direction of the BE Steward in 
conjunction with the TA and the Organiser.  

• If, in exceptional circumstances, the published Start Times have to be amended, 
steps will be taken by all reasonable means to notify all Competitors and Officials 
potentially affected.  

• Preparation of the Start Times, usually started some two days before publication, is 
a very important time for the Event Organiser’s team. The efficient organisation of 
the Event day(s) is helped significantly if all withdrawals and changes are notified by 
this time at the very latest. Some Events may choose to reflect this in their refunds 
policy as much more work is involved in re-organising times and dealing with late 
entries after this date.  

• Competitors must be prepared to start each phase at their published times. Any 
Competitor ready to start any phase ahead of these times may do so at the 
discretion of the starter of that phase but must be within the time-frame of the 
particular section. In the event of a delay, Competitors must cooperate with 
adjusted start times as far as is reasonably possible. 

• Any Competitor who withdraws during an Event must notify this to the Secretary 
straightaway. 

5.22 Non-competing and Companion Horses. The Organiser’s permission must be obtained 
before a non-competing Horse is brought to an Event; such Horse must be owned by a 
BE member whose prior permission must be obtained by the Competitor and 
compliant with Rule 10.1. Once on site, the Competitor must register the non-
competing Horse with the Event Secretary who will issue a number for the Horse. The 
competitor must provide a bridle disc to display the number, which must be worn by 
the Horse at all times. 

6.1 
6.1.1 
 
 
6.1.2 
 
6.1.3 
 
 
6.1.4 
 
6.1.4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1.4.2 
 
 
 
 
6.1.4.3 
 
 
 

THE DRESSAGE PHASE  
The Dressage phase is governed by the Rules of British Dressage, except as provided in 
this Chapter, and by the general provisions of the BE Rules.  
 
Memory. All tests must be performed from memory. 
 
Whips. No whip may be carried during any test. Only one whip, no longer than 120cms, 
may be carried when riding in. 
 
Penalty Marks and Elimination 
 
Error of Course or Error of Test. 
Every such ‘error’, whether the bell is sounded or not, must be penalised; 
First error: Two error marks.  
Second error: Four error marks. 
Third error:     Elimination, although he may continue the test if the judge permits. 
 
Lameness. If the judge considers the horse to be markedly lame he should stop the test 
and consult with the BE Steward and the Vet. At the discretion of the BE Steward 
following such consultation, the combination may be eliminated or allowed to 
complete the test and any unevenness of pace penalised appropriately. 
 
Visible Blood. If the judge suspects bleeding of the horse during the test, he should 
stop the test and consult with the BE Steward and the Vet. After consultation, the 
combination may be eliminated or allowed to continue at the discretion of the BE 
Steward. 
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6.1.4.4 
6.1.4.4.1 
 
 
 
 
6.1.4.4.2 
 
 
 
 
6.1.4.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1.4.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1.6 
 
 
 
6.1.7 
 

 
Falls.  
Falls during the Dressage test 

 Fall of Competitor during the Dressage test - Elimination. 
The Competitor must leave the arena and follow the procedure set out in Rule 9.2 

 Fall of horse during the Dressage test - Elimination.  
 

Competitor Falls in the Dressage Warm Up. 
A Competitor who falls in the dressage warm up must not remount until he has been 
examined by an Event Doctor and allowed to continue. If the Doctor does not allow the 
Competitor to remount and start the test, the Competitor must follow the procedure 
set out in Rule 9.2. 
Horse Falls in the Dressage Warm Up. 

 Any Horse which falls during the Dressage warm-up may not continue until 
passed by the Veterinary Officer to do so. 

 If the Veterinary Officer does not allow the horse to continue, the Competitor 
must withdraw that horse from the competition (see Rule 4.9) 

 If the Veterinary Officer imposes any conditions before a Horse may continue 
which may have time implications, the Competitor must immediately inform 
and liaise with the relevant event officials. 

 
Other Errors.  
The following are considered errors; error marks as indicated will be deducted per 
error, but they are not cumulative and thus will not normally result in Elimination. 
Repeated errors may lead to Elimination at the discretion of the BE Steward in 
consultation with the Judge.  

i. Entering the Dressage arena with whip; 6 error marks per judge. The judge will 
stop the Test and continue it after the whip has been discarded. 

 Entering the arena with the Horse wearing boots or bandages; 6 error marks per 
judge. The judge will stop the test and continue it after removal of the boots or 
bandages. 

 Entering the arena before the sound of the bell; 2 error marks per judge. 
 Not entering the arena within forty five (45) seconds after the bell, but within 

ninety (90) seconds; 2 error marks per judge. 
 Not wearing gloves, or other minor breaches of dress rules; 2 error marks per 

judge. 
 Riding the wrong test. A Competitor who has learned the wrong test will, if the 

timetable allows, and at the discretion of the BE Steward, be permitted time to 
learn the correct test and to restart with 4 error marks per judge. 

 
Loss of Hat  
If a hat comes off during a dressage test, it must be replaced immediately; the 
Competitor may dismount or the hat may be handed to them. The test will be restarted 
at the beginning of the movement during which the hat came off. There will be no 
penalty for error of course but if the hat is not replaced the Competitor may be 
eliminated at the discretion of the BE Steward in consultation with the Judge. 
 
Deduction  
The error marks are deducted on each judge’s sheet. The process for conversion of the 
dressage score to penalty marks is outlined in Rule 8.1.1. 
 
Arenas. The following Rules apply in addition to the BD Rules;  
• Throughout its length the centre line should be clearly marked, but not so as to 
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6.1.8 

disturb the Horse. It is recommended that with a grass arena the line be mown 
shorter than the remainder; with a sand arena, the line should be rolled or raked. 
Points D, L, X, I and G should be marked with a 2m line at right angles to the centre 
line.  

• A sole judge should be positioned at ‘C’ on the short side, and 5m outside, the 
arena. If there is more than one judge one should be at ‘C’ and the other at ‘B’ or 
‘E’  

 
The Tests (as per existing 6.1.5) 

Class Dressage Test Judges’ qualification 

BE100 
BE100 Open 

BE100 As above from lists 1-6. BE 
Accredited Coaches and 
Competitors who have 
competed at BD Medium or 
BE Advanced or FEI3* CCI4* 
levels and above may judge 
BE100 level dressage. Only 
Judges from Lists 1-5 may 
judge Regional Finals and 
Championship Finals. 

BE90 
BE90 Open 
BE80 (T) 

BE90 As above from lists 1-6; BE 
Accredited Coaches and 
Competitors who have 
competed at BD Medium or 
BE Advanced or FEI3* CCI4* 
levels and above may judge 
BE80(T) and BE90 level 
dressage. Only Judges from 
Lists 1-5 may judge Regional 
Finals and Championship 
Finals. 

 
 

6.3.5 The Course – Distances, Speeds, Jumping Efforts and Dimensions Distances, speeds and 
numbers of jumping efforts for all Classes (cross country) are as set out in the following 
table.  
 

 
*Advised 1.80m for 2019, mandatory for 2020. 
** Advised 1.40m for 2019, mandatory for 2020.  

Class Length Speed No. of 
jumping 
efforts 

Max. 
Height 

Max. 
Top 
Spread 

Max. 
Base 
Spread 

Base 
only 
max 

Max. 
Drop 

Jump 
into 
water 
max. 
depth 
of 
water 

BE105 2000-
2800 

500m/
min 

20-27 
 

1.05m 1.20 2.00m 
* 

2.40m 1.50m 
** 
 

0.30m 

6.3.9.5 Refusal. A Horse refuses an obstacle in excess of 30cms in height if it stops in front of 
the obstacle or the element to be jumped; if the Competitor redoubles his efforts 
without effect, or the Horse is re-presented at the obstacle, after stepping back or steps 
back again, that is a second refusal and so on;  
At obstacles 30cms in height or less, a Horse refuses if it stops in front of the obstacle 
or element to be jumped. A stop followed immediately by a jump from standstill is not, 
at this type of obstacle, a refusal, but if sustained or prolonged, that is a refusal. A step 
backwards is a refusal, whereas a sideways step is not; 
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Refusal. 
 Obstacles in excess of 30cm.  
If a horse stops, i.e. is no longer moving forward, in front of such an obstacle or 
element to be jumped, that is a refusal. 
The rider should turn his horse away and re-present at the obstacle.  If the horse stops 
again, that is a second refusal, and so on. 
Jumping, or trying to jump, an obstacle of this kind from a standstill is likely to 
constitute dangerous riding (see Rules 5.6 and 3.8.1.4) and may be penalised 
accordingly. 
  

 Obstacles of 30cms or less. 
The Rules are different in respect of these obstacles.  
If a Horse stops in front of such an obstacle or element to be jumped and the stop is 
sustained or prolonged, that is a refusal.  
A stop or a sideways step, followed promptly by a jump, is not a refusal at this type of 
obstacle.  However, a step backwards is a refusal." 

 

6.3.9.6 Run-out. A Horse is considered to have run out if, having been presented at an element 
or obstacle on the course, it avoids it in such a way that either the head, neck or either 
shoulder body of the Horse (head, neck, shoulders and pelvis – legs are not included) 
fails to pass between the extremities of the element or obstacle as originally flagged. 
Continuing on course without re-presenting will incur elimination. 
Note: A Horse will be considered to have cleared the fence when head, neck and both 
shoulders of the Horse pass between the extremities of the element or obstacle as 
flagged.  The Horse will have successfully negotiated the fence, if the body of the 
Horse (as defined above) has passed the fence as originally flagged (i.e. the body but 
not all the legs are inside the flag is considered clear). 
A Competitor is permitted to change his mind as to where he jumps an obstacle or 
element at any time, without penalty, including as a result of a mistake at a previous 
element or obstacle. If, however, the Horse avoids part of the obstacle at which it has 
been presented, it will be considered to have run out. 
 

6.3.9.7.2 At an obstacle composed of several elements (A, B, C, etc.), a Horse will be penalised 
once it has jumped the first element and before it has jumped the last element if: 
a) It passes around the back of any element of the lettered combination that it 
subsequently jumps. 
b) It crosses its tracks between the elements.  
if it passes around the back of the subsequent element, circles, or crosses his tracks 
between subsequent elements. 

6.3.9.9 Combination obstacles.  

• After more than two penalised attempts to jump an obstacle a Competitor will 
be eliminated;  

• A Horse may be re-presented at any element which he has already jumped if he 
has refused at a later element, but the penalty stands;  

• For the purpose of retaking any element a Competitor may pass through the 
flags in the wrong direction as long as there is no significant jumping effort; 

 

7.3 Body Protector. A body protector that meets one of the following requirements is 
mandatory for Cross Country and whenever else a body protector is worn:  

 A British Equestrian Trade Association (BETA) approved and appropriately labelled 
“Level 3 body protector”, with the year 2009 or 2018 shown on the label 
manufactured in the year 2009 or after, or, 

 An Exo Body Cage which, if worn, must be declared to the Event Secretary prior to 
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the Cross Country phase. 
 

   
 

7.19.2 The table below defines the saddlery that is permitted, not permitted or compulsory at 
each relevant stage of National Events without exception. 
 

 Equivizor 
 
 
 
 

 Jeffries Gentle Bridle/Grackle 
 

 Ear covers / protective Fly Hoods are permitted and may provide noise 
reduction. However, ear covers must allow for ears to move freely and must 
not cover the Horses’ eyes. These will be systematically checked by Stewards at 
the end of the test to ensure that nothing prohibited has been added (i.e. 
special material) or is covered by the fly hoods. The fly hoods ear covers should 
be discreet in colour and design and should not cover the Horses’ eyes. Ear 
covers may not be attached to the noseband 
 

 Hackamores 
Agreed that Hackamores will continue to be permitted for BE SJ & XC even though not in FEI 

 

 Neck straps 
Agreed that neck straps will continue to be permitted for BE as per 2017 rules 

7.19.3.1 Dressage Phase.  
British Dressage rules govern the Dressage phase except where modified by BE Rules. 
Therefore BD Rules 127, 130 and 133 regarding the colour of saddles and bridles and 
any ‘unusual decoration’ of the Horse must be complied with. 
 

7.19.3.2 Show Jumping Phase.  
Competitors are required to comply with the BD Rules 130 and 133 regarding the 
colour of bridles and decoration of the Horse during the show jumping phase. Saddles 
must be worn and be of English or Continental style. 

7.19.3.3 Cross Country Phase.  
Competitors are required to comply with BD Rules 130 and 133 regarding the colour of 
bridles and decoration of the Horse during the cross country phase. 
 

8.3.4 Prize Money 
To be increased by 2.25% 
 

8.6.1 Grading Points Table 
References to FEI class names to be updated. 
 

9.2 Rider Falls and Medical Checks. 
A Competitor who has fallen from a Horse must follow the procedure set out below:  
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• If he has been examined by an Event Doctor after the fall, he must follow the 
directions of that doctor. If the doctor has not allowed him to continue on that or 
any other horse, he must withdraw that horse from the competition and if he has 
other rides at that event, those horses must also be withdrawn (see Rule 4.9) or 
other arrangements made;  

• If the doctor imposes any conditions before a Competitor may continue on other 
horses which may have time implications, the Competitor must immediately inform 
and liaise with the relevant event officials.  

• If the Competitor has not been examined by an Event Doctor after the fall, he must 
not take part in any further phase until he has been examined and allowed to 
continue.  

• Under no circumstances must a Competitor leave the Event site after a fall until he 
has been examined by an Event Doctor. A Competitor who does so will be 
automatically medically suspended and must follow the procedure set out in 
9.3.2.3. 

• It is the responsibility of the Competitor to ensure compliance with these rules. 
Failure to do so is likely to incur a disciplinary sanction. 

9.3.1 Medical Reports 
• The Event Doctor will complete a confidential Medical Report form (MOR) for every 

injured Competitor examined and will record uninjured Competitors on the 
Uninjured Fallers Record (UFR) sheet.  

• The TA will forward these reports to the Risk Management Coordinator at the BE 
office without delay.  

• Documents to be sent to BE by Competitors under these Rules should be emailed 
to medical@britisheventing.com, Risk Management Coordinator at the BE Office 
address.  

 

9.4 Prohibited Substances for Human Athletes 
Changes to be advised 

9.5.4  All ambulance providers based in England, but not in Scotland and Wales, engaged by 
the Organiser must meet the requirements of Rule  9.7 and provide details of their 
governance processes.  be registered with the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and 
must provide their registration number when requested 

9.6.2 Show Jumping. A doctor and an appropriately manned ambulance, equipped as above 
that meets the requirements of Rule 9.7, must be present at the Event throughout this 
phase. 

9.6.5 End of Event Medical Cover. The Event doctor and ambulance(s) or a suitably qualified 
ambulance technician, with portable resuscitation equipment and oxygen, must remain 
in place for thirty minutes after the last Horse has completed and must be stood down 
by the BE Steward. 
 

9.7.1 An Ambulance is a designated vehicle, appropriately marked and identifiable and 
conforming to current regulations, [remove comma] for the transportation of injured or 
seriously ill patients on the public highway. It must contain all of the necessary 
resuscitation, immobilisation and transportation equipment as listed in 9.7.3. 

9.7.2 9.7.2 Emergency/Fast Response Vehicle is a 4WD vehicle manned by a paramedic and 
containing all the equipment, for the use of the doctor or paramedic, as stipulated for 
the enhanced ambulance in 9.7.3. This vehicle must be designed to carry an injured 
person lying on a secured stretcher.  
 

9.7.3  Resuscitation Equipment: (This is a minimum requirement and provision should be 

made for children of all ages) 

mailto:medical@britisheventing.com


BE Rule Changes 
For 2019 

 

Updated 22.1.19 by EPL  Page | 12 
 

 Emergency Medication (minimum requirements) to be held by ambulance 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Airway – basic Oxygen with tubing and mask (at least one CD size portable 
oxygen cylinder).  
Self-inflating bag/valve/mask with reservoir bag.  
Masks for adults and children.  
Powered suction (battery operated and portable) with 
Yankauer attachment.  
Oro- & naso-pharyngeal airways. 
Selection of flexible suction catheters for tracheal tube suction 

Airway – 
advanced 

Crico-thyrotomy set.  
Laryngoscope, blades, spare bulbs & batteries. 
Tracheal tubes, connectors, introducer/bougie  
Laryngeal masks.  
Ventilator (optional).  
Lubricant, adhesive tape or securing bandage, scissors.  
Magill forceps. 

Intravenous 
equipment 

Intra-venous cannulae 14 – 20 gauge.  
Crystalloids for infusion e.g. Hartmans.  
Intra-venous giving sets capable of rapid infusion.  
Syringes, various sizes, needles, various sizes 

Other Intraosseous Vascular Access System. 
Stethoscope.  
Emergency chest drain kit  
Defibrillator (manual or AED) including paediatric pads. 
Pulse oximeter.  
Monitor to include ECG, NIBO, SaO2 and capnography (strongly 
recommended)  
Ventilator (optional). Glucometer.  
Sphygmomanometer (manual or auto). 

Resuscitation Adrenaline 1:1000 x2 & 1:10000 x4 x5.  

Atropine 3mg x1.  

Amiodarone 300mg x2.  

Chlorphenamine 10mg.  

Hydrocortisone 100mg  2 x 100mg vials 

Oxygen 

Oral 

medication 

and/or inhaled 

Aspirin 300mg, GTN spray,  

paracetamol 500mg, ibuprofen 200mg,  

antihistamine and prednisolone tabs 5mg.  

Inhaled analgesic (e.g. Entonox, Penthrox)  

Salbutamol inhaler and spacer and/or nebuliser solution and 

nebuliser 

Medication for 

injection 

Dextrose10%, Glucagon.  

Diazepam and/or Midazolam.  

Anti-emetic e.g. cyclizine.  

Paracetamol.  

Opiate analgesia (e.g. morphine, diamorphine).  

Naloxone.  

Tranexamic acid. 
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• Emergency Equipment 

- Dressing with haemostatic agent e.g. celox gauze 

- Haemorrhage control  tourniquet 
 

• Immobilisation and Transportation: (minimum requirement)  
- Rigid Cervical Collars  
- Scoop stretcher and/or long board and/or lifting frame along with appropriate 
head blocks/straps  
- Vacuum mattress (optional) 
- Splints to include traction splint and pelvic splints  
- Securing straps & bandages  
 
NOTE: Competitors may be from age 11 years to adult (spectators are of all 
ages)  
 

• Dressings for Wounds and Burns (to include Clingfilm) 
 

• Thermometer 
 

10.4 
 

BEF Equine Anti-Doping and Controlled Medication Rules (BEFAR) 
Changes to be advised 

10.8 Horse Ambulance and Equipment 

 The Horse ambulance must remain at the Event until 30 minutes after the last 
Horse has completed and must be stood down by the BE Steward. 

Annex 1 Entry Fees to be increased by 2.25%. 
Start Fees to remain as for 2018. 
Abandonment Insurance Premiums to remain as for 2018. 
References to FEI class names to be updated. 

Annex 2 FEI Rules to be updated as necessary. 
Article 520: Minimum Eligibility Requirements table to be updated with new class 
names 

Annex 3 New BE Dressage Tests: Novice Dressage Test 132 
 

Annes 4 Diagram 26 & 28 

At an obstacle composed of several elements (A, B, C, etc.) a Horse will be penalised 
once it has jumped the first element and before it has jumped the last element if: 
a) It passes around the back of any element of the lettered combination that it 
subsequently jumps. 
b) It crosses its tracks between the elements.  
if it passes around the back of the subsequent element, circles, or crosses his tracks 
between subsequent elements. 

Annex 6 i. Championship Festivals 
c. British Eventing BE80(T) Championship  
1. Qualification for BE80(T) Regional Finals 

• Combinations which finish in the top 20 per cent of each normal BE80(T) 
section held at BE Events from 1st August 2018 to 30th April 2019 
inclusive, and which are eligible in accordance with paragraph 2 below, 
will qualify to compete at a BE80(T) Regional Final. This percentage may 
be adjusted at the request of the Chief Executive. 

• Regional Finals for qualified combinations will take place  between May 
and July 2019 and will be conducted in accordance with the rules for 
BE80(T) classes. 
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2. Eligibility for BE80(T) Regional Finals 
• Both horse and competitor must still be eligible to compete in BE80(T) 

classes on the date of the Regional Final.  
• Competitors must not have completed an Intermediate or higher level 

competition during the current or preceding ten calendar seasons and 
must never have competed in a 5* competition.  

• Combinations must not have gained Foundation Points at BE100/BE100 
Open/ BE100u18/BE100 Plus/BE105.  

• Combinations must not have won more than 25 Foundation Points.  
• Downgraded Horses, if otherwise eligible, may take part.  
• Combinations may only compete in one BE80(T) Regional Final for each 

qualifying result attained and, once qualified for the Championship Final, 
may not compete in subsequent BE80(T)  Regional Finals. If a Competitor 
withdraws from a Regional Final because he has qualified elsewhere since 
entry, Entry Secretaries will be asked to do their best to fit him into an 
alternative section, but  

i. if an alternative place is not available, or  
ii. the Competitor does not accept an alternative place, or  

iii. a competitor withdraws for any other reason, the Refund Policy 
for the Event will apply.  

• Horses must be ridden by the same rider throughout the qualifying 
process, except with the permission of the Chief Executive. Requests to 
substitute riders must be made in writing to the office 

3. Qualification for the BE80(T) Championship Final 
• The top 20 per cent of eligible starters at each BE80(T) Regional Final will 

qualify for the BE80(T) Championship Final. This percentage may be 
adjusted at the request of the Chief Executive.  

4. Eligibility for the BE80(T) Championship Final  
• Both horse and competitor must still be eligible to compete in BE80(T) 

classes on the date of the Championship Final.  
• Competitors must not have completed an Intermediate or higher level 

competition during the current or preceding ten calendar seasons and must 
never have competed in a 5* competition.  

• Combinations must not have gained Foundation Points at BE100/BE100 
Open/BE100 Plus/BE105/BE100u18.  

• Combinations must not have won more than 25 Foundation Points.  
• Downgraded Horses, if otherwise eligible, may take part.  
• No substitutions will be permitted for the Championship Final. The same 

competitor who qualified the horse must ride at the Championship Final. 
5. The 2019 BE80(T) Championship Final  

• This will be held in Autumn 2019 and will be conducted in accordance with 
the heights for BE80(T) classes at One Day Events but of a Championship 
technicality.  

• Foundation Points will be awarded as per Rule 8.10. 
 

 ii. Scottish National Championships  
  
These rules apply to the 20182019 Scottish National Championships. Different rules 
may be set for the 2019 Championships, although the qualification period will not 
change.  
  
a. Open Championship  

The Open Championship will be run in accordance with the Rules for a CIC3* CCI4*-
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S class, and is open to all Scottish Riders qualified to compete at that level. The 
Scottish Champion will be the highest placed Scottish rider in the CIC3* CCI4*-S and 
there will be a prize for the highest placed Scottish rider in the CCI4*-S. 

b. Intermediate Championship  
The Intermediate Championship will be run in accordance with the Rules for a 
CCI2* CCI3*-L class, and is open to all Scottish Riders qualified to compete at that 
level. The Scottish Intermediate Champion will be the highest placed Scottish rider 
in the CCI2* CCI3*-L and there will be a prize for the highest placed Scottish rider 
in the CCI3*-L. 

c. Scottish Novice Championship  
This Championship will be run in accordance with the Rules for a CCI1* CCI2*-L 
Class, and is open to all Scottish Riders qualified to compete at that level. The 
Scottish Novice Champion will be the highest placed Scottish rider in the CCI1* 
CCI2*-L and there will be a prize for the highest placed Scottish rider in the  CCI2*-
L. 

 

 iv. National Youth Championships 
1.  Under- 18 Programme Rules for BE100 Open u18 Classes and Championship 
c. Riders are not eligible for the Championship if they have,  

i. Represented their country at Pony or Junior level  
ii. Completed any FEI International competition a CCI1*/CIC2*/CCI2* or the 
u18 Regional Novice Team Championship.  

d. Combinations that have completed a CCIP1* at time of qualification are NOT eligible 
however riders may compete on other horses or ponies. 
 
m.  Dressage Test 132 will be ridden at the BE100 Open u18 Championship 
 
2. National Pony Championship 

Held on an annual basis and run as a CCI2*-S, reserved for ponies. 

a. Riders in the year of their 14th birthday until the end of the year of their 16th 

birthday; 

b. Ponies must be between 142cm (14hh) and 148cm (14.2hh) without shoes; 

c. Ponies must be at least six years old; 

d. As a combination riders and ponies must have achieved in the current and 

preceding year, 3 clear rounds cross country with no more than 16 SJ penalties in 

any of the following classes; PT or ONu18, N, ON; 

e. All entries are subject to the approval of the Chairman of Pony selectors; 

f. The National Championship is open to British and foreign riders, however the 

highest placed British rider will be national champion. 

 
3. Under 18 Programme Rules for ONu18 Classes and Championship 
g. Riders should compete as a combination in a minimum of two ONu18 classes in their 
own region with clear XC within the qualification period, one of which should be in the 
year of the Championship,. At least one ONu18 class must be in region in the current 
competition year in order to be considered for selection. In exceptional circumstances 
the u18 Regional Coordinator/Chairman may consider Riders who do not meet these 
requirements. 
 
4. National Junior (18 and under) Championship 

Held on an annual basis and run as a CCI3*-S;  
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British Under 18 Championship qualification: in addition to being horses and riders 

must be qualified for CCI3*-S horses and riders, as a combination, must have 

completed 1 Intermediate level competition with no more than 20 XC jumping 

penalties in the current or preceding year; 

The Championship is open to British and foreign riders, however the highest placed 

British rider will be national champion. 

5. National Young Rider (21 and under) Championship 

Held on an annual basis and run as a CCI3*-L; 

To be eligible horses and riders must be qualified as per the FEI qualifications for 

CCI3*-L as laid out in the BE Members’ Handbook and be in the year of their 

16th to the year of 21st Birthday; 

The Championship is open to British and foreign riders, however the highest placed 

British rider will be national champion. 

6. National Young Rider (25 and under) Championship 

Held on an annual basis and run as a CCI4*-L; 

To be eligible horses and riders must be qualified as per the FEI qualifications for 

CCI4*-L&S as laid out in the BE Members’ Handbook and be in the year of their 

18th to the year of 25th Birthday; 

The Championship is open to British and foreign riders, however the highest placed 
British rider will be national champion. 
 

 References to all FEI class names and dates to be updated. 
 

 All Championships to have an “overall champion” and the term “British Champion” 
no longer used.  

 i. British Eventing Open Championship  
1. Both horse and rider, not necessarily as a combination, that during the period 

of 1st June 2018 and 31st May 2019 (unless specified below), have been 
placed: 1st-6th in an Advanced section held at a BE event or: 1st-10th at any 
CCI4*-S or: 1st-20th at any CCI3* or: in the top 25 50 per cent of the individual 
classification at a CCI5*-L at any time or: have been long listed or represented 
Great Britain at senior level for a European, World Championship or Olympic 
Games, or represented Great Britain at a Young Rider European Championships 
and be qualified as for a CCI4*-S  

2. The British Eventing Open Championship will be a CCI4*-S class, conducted in 
accordance with the rules for a FEI CCI4*-S, and horse/rider must be qualified 
as for CCI4*-S. 

 

Annex 7 Course Designers 
 
List C – up to and including BE100 BE80(T) – BE105 
 
To be updated as necessary with consideration of GDPR 

 
 


