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MERLIN GOLDMAN 
Flat 1, 52 Cotham Road, Bristol, BS6 6DW 

Tel: +44 (0) 7920 887 948; email: merlin@magnetical.com 

 

Summary 
I’m a writer with recurrent themes of duality and injustice, working in the genres of crime, comedy and science 
fiction. I’ve won places on schemes with the National Television and Film School, Screenology and attended LSF’s 
Talent Campus 5. My first play, Firewall, was performed at the Montreal Fringe Festival. Killing Rainbows was 
performed twice in Bristol, and Tick-Tock and Tank ran for a week. I was long listed for Pint-sized (Our Kid) and 
the Old Vic 12 (Loudmouth) and shortlisted this year by Bristol Old Vic for Hit Points. My short play, A Game of 
Two Halves, had the headline slot at Theatre Royal Bath in September and Mono Box, an associate company at 
Hampstead Theatre, said, "I thoroughly enjoyed the piece. It talks a lot about current issues but uses change as 
the core which I thought was incredibly clever.” I completed the John Yorke Screenwriting course and of my final 
project, Gangsterland, John said “…really enjoyable. Great premise. Great moral dilemmas. Some lovely imagery. 
Great characters – and love the inciting incident – it’s all really clear and presented dramatically.” I’ve written and 
directed several short films; my first, Count to Three, has won 3 awards. 
 

Performed or Completed 
 
o Chainsaw, play, Salford, February 2020 
When a volunteer is told that a young man is about to kill themselves by a social network scanning AI, she rushes 
to the only person she can find that knows him. But his disbelieving mother is none too keen to help. 
 
o A Game of Two Halves, play, September 2019 (https://www.theatreroyal.org.uk/event/falling-2/) 
Froggie and Bee are passionate supporters of their local football team. When their team is taken over by foreign 
owners, Froggie is enraged but Bee sees the opportunities. This will be their most eventful season ever. 
 

o Fellas, 2019, film, September 2019 (https://vimeo.com/356667390)  
On an ice flow, four penguins discuss something nearly as important as melting ice caps, what to have for lunch. 
An animation by Neal Tucker 
 
o Count to Three, film, 2017 (https://youtu.be/Gcy2Xj1nOlw) 
Two suicidal men in a room with guns. What could go right? 
 
o Tokyo Violet (short story) and Transition Towns (poem) in Voices Along the Road, 2018 (https://goo.gl/xapuzS) 
In a future where technology allows the richest to live to 150, an African girl and her sick younger brother are 
trafficked to Japan to care for them. But when they’re separated, she won’t stop in her search for him. 
 
o Tank, play, January 2017 (https://youtu.be/njQFk-bcJ-4) 
Tank takes us into the cut-throat world of pantomime horse performers. Front and Back have just had their audition 
and are waiting for the result. This is their last chance. They need to get this one or give up forever. 
 
o  Tick-Tock, play, January 2017 (https://youtu.be/7Xi4MBuEcLg) 
A modern-day farce where secrets and misunderstandings flourish in Peter Pan’s dressing room. Fading US TV 
star Nick Station returns to the provincial theatre where he made his professional début. When the actor playing 
Pan pulls out, the stage manager’s daughter, Jenny, steps in. Nick is her father.  
 
o Killing Rainbows, play, June 2016, Alma Tavern and May 2017, White Bear (https://goo.gl/ZjzS9h) 
Bristol247, "…opener produced another recognisable character, casting a flat-capped, janitorial, proletarian 
stereotype into the role of modern-day anarchic insurgent with Bristol as his epic tale’s familiar backdrop, thereby 
ribbing affectionately the contrived but compelling class narratives of revolutionary political ideology." 
 
o Firewall, 2007, play, Montreal Fringe Festival 
Performed as part of the Indyish Assembly 2.0 International Art Relay. The Celtx-written scripts were made into 
plays with music over 48 hours. 
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In Progress 
o The Carpenter and the Goat Herder (novella) 

In an African village, terrorised by a warlord, a widowed carpenter is forced into action when the magical woman 
he’s fallen for is kidnapped. 
 

o Outdoorsman (30-minute tv pilot) 
A fake celebrity adventurer has to take his daughter to work to avoid losing access. While filming on the Mendips 
they are chased by a plague of mutated midges and their infected film crew.  

 
o Orbital (Sci-fi feature film) 

The reluctant heir to a tech multinational, travels to its orbiting spaceship prior to its breakup. The other 
passenger is a hacker determined to use its quantum communications system to steal money from the rich.  

 
o Tokyo Violet (Sci-fi feature film, animated) 

Tokyo Violet tells the futuristic story of an African girl and her sick younger brother, trafficked to Japan to care for 
the elderly rich. When separated, she hunts for him. 

 
o Delia (Feature) 

In an analogue, male world, an impatient woman at the cutting edge of digital music is forced out by the antiquated 
establishment and retires only to realise at the end that she’d inspired a generation. 
 

o Gangsterland (TV) 
In a gated estate in Surrey, a vain teacher is drawn into a world of glamour by a wealthy career criminal and must 
turn a blind eye if she wants to maintain her innocence but reap the rewards. 
 

o Marigolds (short film) 
An adulterer hides on a window ledge to escape detection but finds someone else is already there. Filmed in May. 

 
o Moonies (TV) 

A sitcom about four failed scientists on the UK’s first moon base get a second chance to prove themselves. 
 

o Dot (TV) 
With crime rates rising and the Essex police force short of detectives, they advertise for volunteers with unusual 
expertise. When mum of two, Dorothy, has the laptop she used for cyberhacking stolen, she applies.  
 

o Valentine (TV) 
In 1823, Valentine Rainham leaves the family farm to join the newly formed Metropolitan Police. When Queen 
Adelaide’s footman goes missing, Valentine enters a world of privilege and politics.  
 

o Reg: The Self-Made Man (graphic novel) 
A modern reinterpretation of Frankenstein's Monster. Set in London and Cambridge it’s a story of a man, made 
in a laboratory, seeking answers. Who made me? What am I for? 
 

o The Proving (novel) 
A photo of a baby is sent to a magazine that exposes myths and hoaxes, The Sceptics’ Handbook. Warren 
Stance begins his investigation with the help of his sister Faith, co-writer Harris, their boss, the Prof and intern. 
 

o Sea Glass (novel) 
Chris Palace tours the world as a DJ, saving enough money to undergo gender transition. She confronts her 
abusive father and after his suicide she’s followed back to the UK by his lover, a retired gangster. 
 

o County Lines (novel) 
When Denton Parker’s grandmother and guardian is found dead, seemingly in a confrontation with a drug gang, 
he decides to investigate.  
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Professional Development 
 

• Playwriting, Lisa Parry, March 2020 

• Directing Film, Jesse Lawrence, February 2020 

• Directing New Work, Daniel Bailey and Lynette Linton, December 2019 

• Inward Eye Screenwriters Workshop, Vicki Jung, November 2019 

• Verity Bargate Workshop, Gillian Greer, November 2019 

• 21st Century Screenwriter, Linda Aronson, October 2019 

• Developing Skills Day, BBC Digital Cities, September 2019 

• The Simple Art of Murder, Sian Harris, September 2019 

• Smartphone Moviemaking, September 2019 

• Comedy Screenwriting, Loco Festival, BFI, 2019 

• Story for Screenwriting by John Yorke, online, 2019 

• Crime Novel Writing, Katherine Stansfield, Cardiff Uni, 2019 

• Talent Campus 5, London Screenwriting Festival, 2019 

• Playwrighting, Matt Grinter, Theatre Royal Bath, 2018 

• Playwriting with Paines Plough, March 2019 

• Comedy screenwriting, Mike Bullen, 2018 

• Edit and Pitch Your Novel, Curtis Brown, 2018 

• Scriptwriting, Simon Stephens, June 2018 

• Editing a novel, Jacob Ross and Alison Hennessey, May 2018 

• Writing a play, Ryan Craig, Hampstead Theatre, February 2018 

• Scripting a Television Drama, Russell Gascoigne, Cardiff University, September 2017 

• Play Writing, Arvon, Evan Placey and Elinor Cook, May 2017 

• Rockets and Robots: Screenwriting Sci-Fi, April 2017, Louis Savy and Darren Rapier 

• How to write a play, Howard Brenton and James Fritz, February 2017 

• Script Editing, Phillip Shelley, November 2016 

• Poetry, Fiona Hamilton, October-November 2016 

• Directing Actors, Theatre Royal Bath, Emma Earle, Pins and Needles, May 2016 

• An Introduction to Screenwriting, University of East Anglia, Michael Lengsfield, March 2016 

• Long Form Story-Telling Improvisation Masterclass, Neil Haugh, Cartoon De Salvo, 2016 

• Melting Pot, 2015, one day workshop in Stokes Croft, Rachel Aspinall, Part Exchange 

• How to create and publish a graphic novel, July 2014 

• Maths Busking, 2014 

• Royal Academy of Engineering public engagement training, Cheltenham Festival, 2014 

 

Awards and Achievements 

 

• Pears Film Fund, Short List, March 2020 

• Screencraft Shortlist for Short Story, Tokyo Violet, 2020 

• Bristol Old Vic Open Session, Short List Hit Points, 2020 

• Boris (Assistant Director, Script Supervisor) 1st Place in the SoCo Regional Awards Video Competition 

2019 

• Count to Three (1st for Comedy and runner up in the Frome 5-Minute Festival, 2nd in the Penny Cup and 

3rd in the Teign Cup). 

• Old Vic 12, Long List for Loudmouth 

• Pint-Sized, Long List for Loudmouth 
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