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All cities are geological. You can’t take three steps without encountering ghosts bearing all the prestige of 
their legends. We move within a closed landscape whose landmarks constantly draw us toward the past. 
Certain shifting angles, certain receding perspectives, allow us to glimpse original conceptions of space, 
but this vision remains fragmentary. It must be sought in the magical locales of fairy tales and surrealist 
writings: castles, endless walls, little forgotten bars, mammoth caverns, casino mirrors. 
 
These dated images retain a small catalyzing power, but it is almost impossible to use them in a symbolic 
urbanism without rejuvenating them by giving them a new meaning. Our imaginations, haunted by the old 
archetypes, have remained far behind the sophistication of the machines. The various attempts to inte-
grate modern science into new myths remain inadequate. Meanwhile abstraction has invaded all the arts, 
contemporary architecture in particular. Pure plasticity, inanimate and storyless, soothes the eye. Else-
where other fragmentary beauties can be found — while the promised land of new syntheses continually 
recedes into the distance. Everyone wavers between the emotionally still-alive past and the already dead 
future. 
 
We don’t intend to prolong the mechanistic civilizations and frigid architecture that ultimately lead to bor-
ing leisure. 
 
We propose to invent new, changeable decors. . . . 
 
Darkness and obscurity are banished by artificial lighting, and the seasons by air conditioning. Night and 
summer are losing their charm and dawn is disappearing. The urban population think they have escaped 
from cosmic reality, but there is no corresponding expansion of their dream life. The reason is clear: 
dreams spring from reality and are realized in it. 
 
The latest technological developments would make possible the individual’s unbroken contact with cosmic 
reality while eliminating its disagreeable aspects. Stars and rain can be seen through glass ceilings. The 
mobile house turns with the sun. Its sliding walls enable vegetation to invade life. Mounted on tracks, it 
can go down to the sea in the morning and return to the forest in the evening. 

Architecture is the simplest means of articulating time and space, of modulating reality and engendering 
dreams. It is a matter not only of plastic articulation and modulation expressing an ephemeral beauty, but 
of a modulation producing influences in accordance with the eternal spectrum of human desires and the 
progress in realizing them. 
 
Formulary for a New Urbanismn by Gilles Ivain [Ivan Chtcheglov] 
October 1953, printed in Internationale Situationniste #1 
Translated by Ken Knabb 
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This is Liz Craft’s first exhibition with Company Gallery. Other recent exhibitions include those at Galeria 
Zé dos Bois, Lisbon; Truth and Consequences,Geneva; Neue Alte Brücke, Frankfurt; The Hammer Muse-
um, Los Angeles; Comfort Moderne, Poitiers; Musée d’Art moderne de la ville de Paris, Paris; Halle für 
Kunst, Lüneburg;Real Fine Arts, New York; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York and Jenny’s, 
Los Angeles. She was in born in 1970 in Los Angeles where she lives and works.  
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