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The 1970s was a golden age of downtown performance art, with the most interesting work 
taking place outside of commercial galleries. On the streets of SoHo Betsy Damon was 
appearing as a ghostly eco-feminist wraith and Stephen Varble as a gender-challenging living 
sculpture. Farther downtown, an artist who went by the name Colette turned her Pearl Street 
loft into an ever-changing installation of satiny fabrics and theatrical lighting effects, in the 
midst of which she embedded herself like a jewel. 

In that environment and in many others — store windows, nightclubs, and eventually 
museums — the Tunisian-born artist, who now calls herself Colette Lumiere, cast herself, 
tableau vivant-style, as updated versions of historical figures, fictional or real, including Frida 
Kahlo, Ophelia and Joan of Arc, while moonlighting as the lead singer of the band Justine and 
the Victorian Punks. Her career continues today, but the 1970s had its own golden age, an 
immersive sampling of which — costumes, props, photographs of shrines-to-self — has been 
assembled in Company’s Lower East Side space by the curator Kenta Murakami, in 
collaboration with the artist Cajsa von Zeipel. 

Today more than ever, commercial galleries function primarily as purveyors of individual 
objects, so it’s heartening to find shows like this that present and preserve environments and 
careers. Such was the case with David Lewis’s wonderful display of rooms from John 
Boskovich’s Los Angeles home in 2020, and in Company’s overview of the filmmaker Barbara 
Hammer’s work last season. If this is a trend, may it continue and grow.

An installation view at Company Gallery. Colette Lumiere and Company Gallery

‘Notes on Baroque Living: Colette and Her Living Environment, 1972-1983’ 
Through Feb. 12. Company Gallery, 145 Elizabeth Street, Manhattan.


