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Boise City Council / Library Board Meeting - November 25, 2014



“What we really want to build are 
compelling, challenging, and inspiring 
environments where members feel 
comfortable to risk and reach”  

(Lankes, David; The Atlas of New Librarianship, pg 78) 



Project Overview
• Urban Planning Studies 

• Programming 

• Population Projections 

• Library Size Calculations and 
Comparisons 

• The Modern Library and Automation 

• Staff, City, and Potential Partner 
Interviews 

• Space List 

• Existing Building Analysis 

• Adaptive Re-use Analysis 

• Partnering Developer Analysis

• Building Options - Site Analysis 

• Construction Cost Analysis 

• Operating Budget Analysis 

Next Steps

• Public Outreach & Conceptual 
Design

• Conceptual Design Construction 
Cost



Urban Design Studies
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Short Term Master Plan
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Existing Building Analysis
• Code

• 1 Story Wood Structure
• 4 Story Roof Structure
• ADA Accessibility

• Building Systems
• Structural
• Plumbing
• Mechanical
• Fire Protection
• Electrical
• Lighting
• Communications



Sustainability / Energy Use



Adaptive-Reuse 
Opportunities

• Office / Retail Ground Floor  

• Affordable Housing 

• Apartments 

• Condominiums 

• New Development



Partnering     Development 
• Affordable Housing 

• Apartments 

• Condominiums 

• Office / Retail Ground Floor 

• Hospitality

• Boise State University 

• Learning Center 

• Literacy 

• CCDC 

• The Boise Center 

• Business Incubator



Population



Population
• 2010 - 235,384 

• 2015 - 245,565 

• 2020 - 247,957 

• 2025 - 264,019 

• 2030 - 285,013 

• 2035 - 312,530 

• 2040 - 328,292
http://www.compassidaho.org/documents/prodserv/CIM2040/
Official_2040_Increments_Demographic_Area%20Formatted.pdf

http://www.compassidaho.org/documents/prodserv/CIM2040/Official_2040_Increments_Demographic_Area%20Formatted.pdf
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Current Needs - 2014
Staff Space:       8,469 SF 
Collection Space:  54,184 SF 
Reader Seating:  12,819 SF 
Gathering Spaces:   9,194 SF 
Support Spaces:  32,849 SF 

MAIN LIBRARY NEEDS: 117,515 GSF - 0.55 per capita
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Main Library
(38,704) SF Short



Future Needs - 2035
Population: 312,530 

MAIN LIBRARY NEEDS: 171,892 GSF - 0.55 per capita
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The Modern Library
• User-Friendly Housing of Collections 

• Technology for Public and Staff 

• Maker Spaces 

• Age-Specific Spaces 

• Public Gathering Spaces 

• Adequate Staff Work Space 

• Efficient Building Infrastructure 

• Parking 

• Bookstacks 

• Automation



While the explosion of media and 
tech-savvy features in the library 
is obvious, it also comes with a 
less obvious perk – saved space 
and enhanced storage 
opportunities.

SPACE-SAVING TECHNOLOGY

A state-of-the-art Automated Storage and Retrieval 
System (ASRS), found in approximately twelve libraries in 
the nation currently, allows the liberty to house their 
expansive book collection using just 1/7th of the space 
needed for traditional book storage.



This allows up to 
60% of a library 
to be dedicated 
to individual and 
collaborative 
spaces, and as 
little as 10% 
dedicated to 
actual collection 
space.

SPACE-SAVING TECHNOLOGY



A lower percentage of books would 
be housed in the storage system 
than you would see at an academic 
library.  This will allow for a good 
browsable collection on the floor 
accessible to the public.  Browsing 
online is becoming more and more 
common as well which also supports 
the book storage system idea but the 
primary reason is to create more 
space for programming, public 
meeting, multipurpose maker spaces, 
activities, learning, engagement, and 
collaboration.

SPACE-SAVING TECHNOLOGY



Automation



Automation



Concept Space Lists



Concept 1



Concept 1 Summary

Phase        Renovation          New 
Phase 1       1,900 sf               4,351 sf 
Phase 2     79,003 sf                      0 sf 
Phase 3              0 sf             16,416 sf 
Phase 4              0 sf               9,475 sf

Total:  111,145 sf
(Includes ASRS)



Concept 2



Concept 2 Summary

Phase        Renovation          New 
Phase 1     67,823 sf             101,785 sf 

Total:  169,608 sf
(No ASRS)



Concept 3



Concept 3 Summary

Phase        Renovation          New 
Phase 1     0 sf                      103,929 sf 

Total:  103,929 sf
(Includes ASRS)



Concept Site Diagrams



Concept 1 - Phase 1



Concept 1 - Phase 2



Concept 1 - Phase 3



Concept 1 - Phase 4



Concept 2



Concept 3



Concept Costs









Operations Analysis



Next Steps
• Identification of Realistic Financing Methods 

and Timelines 

• Public Outreach / Conceptual Design

• Conceptual Design Project Cost Estimate 

•  Financing Finalization



Public Outreach
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Public Engagement = Public Ownership

Public Ownership = Public Support




