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Michigan Central: Michigan Central Vision

Michigan Central is a new mobility innovation district 
at the juncture of Corktown & Southwest Detroit

Michigan Central Station as a centerpiece 

Mobility innovators & disruptors

Develop, test, and launch new solutions to urban 

transportation challenges

New and revitalized buildings

First-of-its-kind mobility testing platform



Michigan Central: Guiding Principles 

Make Decisions 
That Create quity

Build the Future 
of Mobility

Optimize 
for Innovation

Make an Inclusive and 
Authentic Place

Celebrate Heritage
and Legacy

Make Decisions
That Create Equity 



Michigan Central: Why Open Space Matters

Fulfilling our guiding principles

First impressions are important

Connecting spaces for people

Sustainable use of space and infrastructure
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Creating Human Habitats

Building
Social Infrastructure

Resiliency 
Sustainability

Design Innovation



Health and Well Being
Bringing Nature Closer I Creating an Inclusive Landscape Social Well being



Building an Ecological Landscape
Rebuilding Biodiversity I Creating a Platform for Resiliency Social Well being



a sense of wonder



discovery



diversity of programming 



vibrant streets



celebrating connections



the unexpected



plug and play



healthfulness



celebrating resiliency



restorative experiences



celebration



transforming cities



Understanding the Site



Michigan Central: Greenspace and Park Analysis

Michigan Central Mobility and Innovation District



Michigan Central: Corktown Framework Plan

Michigan Central Mobility and Innovation District



Michigan Central: Open Space 



Analysis:
Scale + Programming for Station Plaza



Campus Martius Park
Detroit, MI

Michigan Central : Scale Comparison 

190’

190’



Michigan Central: Scale Comparison 

Campus Martius
Detroit, MA

Year-round Town Square
Skating Rink
Tree Lighting
Restaurant
Public Programs
Urban Beach
Water Feature



Michigan Central Development: Scale Comparison 

Clark Park
Detroit, MI

Michigan Central Development: Scale Comparison 

190’

190’



Michigan Central: Scale Comparison 

Clark Park 
Detroit, MI

Regulation Size Outdoor Ice Rink
Baseball Fields 
Tennis Courts 

Soccer Field
Trails
Festivals Year Round
Picnic Gathering Space



Michigan Central: Existing Area Programming

Light Shows 
Sporting Events
Listen and Learns
Innovation Workshops



Community Engagement



Case Study McIntire Park: Site Research



Case Study McIntire Park: Site Visits



Case Study McIntire Park: Community Engagement  



Breakout Room Brainstorm
1. Activities + Events
2. Site Elements+ Design



Activities & Events:
Breakout Activity #1



Michigan Central: Health and Well-Being How might health and well-being be 
thought of in the landscape? 

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Play How might we encourage play in an 
open space? 

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Innovation & Collaboration How might a landscape inspire 
innovation and collaborations? 

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Celebrations & Gathering What kinds of  outdoor events & 
celebrations do you enjoy?

[BRAINSTORM]



Site Elements & Design:
Breakout Activity #2



Michigan Central: Human Comfort

Cooling Water Features

What site elements would extend your 
seasons of comfort outside?

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Engaging Nature How do you like to engage with 
nature?

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Powering the Future What kinds of technology would be 
exciting to see in an open space? 

[BRAINSTORM]



Michigan Central: Resiliency How might resiliency be considered in 
planning for these spaces? 

[BRAINSTORM]



Thank you!
Tell us more,  tell your friends 

https://bit.ly/mcopenspacesurvey

https://bit.ly/mcopenspacesurvey

