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Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the first Curtis 
Symphony Orchestra concert of the 2023–24 school 
year. These incredibly talented musicians are some 
of the most promising young artists from across the 
globe. But while their talent is unmistakable, what 
perhaps truly sets them apart is their unparalleled 
enthusiasm and excitement for playing music 
together, and we can’t wait to share that joy with you 
tonight.

The 160 young musicians who make up the 
Curtis student body this year come from 21 
countries and 26 states. Some have only been at 
Curtis for two months—and yet they are already 
walking onto the stage of Verizon Hall for the first 
time with the Curtis Symphony Orchestra, under 
the baton of our beloved faculty member Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin. This is the epitome of Curtis’s “learn by doing” philosophy.

The first concert of the year is always an exciting one. What you will hear tonight reflects 
not only their many years of individual study and practice, but their commitment and 
dedication to each other. Throughout the initial weeks of the school year, our students worked 
to shape their relationships together as ensemble musicians and as people—building skills that 
they’ll rely upon throughout their careers. 

And there are so many more Curtis performances ahead of us this year—we hope you can 
join us often. Of course, all of these performances are made possible thanks to the generous 
support of friends like you. We are immensely grateful for the time and resources that you 
invest in our students and our school. Thank you for all you do for Curtis.

All my very best,

Roberto Díaz (Viola '84) 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair 
James and Betty Matarese Chair in Viola Studies

WELCOME
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ABOUT CURTIS

At the Curtis Institute of Music, the world’s most talented young 
musicians develop into exceptional artists, creators, and innovators. 

With a tuition-free foundation, Curtis is 
a unique environment for teaching and 
learning. Curtis is a small school by design, 
where students realize their artistic potential 
through intensive, individualized study with 
the most renowned, sought-after faculty. 

Animated by a learn by doing philosophy, 
Curtis students share their music with 
audiences through more than 100 
performances each year, including solo and 
chamber recitals, orchestral concerts, and 
opera—all free or at an affordable cost—
offering audiences unique opportunities 
to participate in pivotal moments in these 
young musicians’ careers. 

In addition to a wealth of performance 
opportunities, Curtis students experience 

a close connection to the greatest artists 
and organizations in classical music, 
and innovative initiatives that integrate 
new technologies and encourage 
entrepreneurship—all within an historic 
campus in the heart of culturally rich 
Philadelphia.

In this diverse, collaborative community, 
Curtis’s extraordinary artists challenge, 
support, and inspire one another—
continuing an unparalleled 100-year legacy 
of musicians who have led, and will lead, 
classical music into a thriving, equitable, and 
multidimensional future. 

Learn more at Curtis.edu. 

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Combining outstanding talent with 
unparalleled enthusiasm for making music 
together, the Curtis Symphony Orchestra 
is a cornerstone of the Curtis Institute of 
Music experience and an essential part of 
Philadelphia’s brilliant cultural landscape. 
For 100 years, our extraordinary students 
have honed their skills and expanded 
their musical horizons as they prepare 
for professional careers with the world’s 
leading orchestras and chamber ensembles. 
Under the mentorship of internationally 
renowned conductors, including Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin, Osmo Vänskä, Marin Alsop, 
Simon Rattle, and Robert Spano, Curtis 
students present audiences with an array 
of inspiring programing, ranging from the 
time-honored to dynamic new works.

CURTIS OPERA THEATRE
Through imaginative productions and 
extraordinary musicianship, the promising 
young artists of Curtis Opera Theatre work 
alongside renowned conductors, directors, 
and designers to present audiences with fresh 
and passionate performances from across 
the operatic repertoire. With the visionary 
leadership of Eric Owens and Miloš Repický, 
Curtis’s voice and opera students are cast 
regularly throughout the season, providing 
a unique level of performance experience to 
draw upon throughout their careers with top 
opera companies across the United States 
and Europe, including La Scala, Covent 
Garden, the Vienna Staatsoper, Houston 
Grand Opera, the San Francisco Opera, and 
the Metropolitan Opera.
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Curtis Symphony Orchestra
AND

Curtis Opera Theatre
PRESENT

Spectacular Strauss

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

Micah Gleason, conductor

Sunday, October 22, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m.

Verizon Hall, Kimmel Center

The concert runs approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes, including one intermission.

Guest conductor appearances for each Curtis Symphony Orchestra performance are made possible 
by the Rita E. and Gustave M. Hauser Chair in Conducting Studies. 

Orchestral concerts are supported by the Pennsylvania Tourism Office, the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts, and the Jack Wolgin Curtis Orchestral Concerts Endowment Fund.

Opera stage direction by John Matsumoto Giampietro.

Photographic and recording equipment may not be used in Verizon Hall.
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RICHARD STRAUSS
Dance of the Seven Veils
from Salome
Micah Gleason, conductor

Opera Selections by Strauss
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

Quintet: “Die Dame gibt mit trübem Sinn…”
from Ariadne auf Naxos

Brighella: Hongrui Ren, tenor
Scaramuccio: Jackson Allen, tenor
Harlekin: Erik Tofte, baritone
Truffaldino: Morgan-Andrew King, bass
Zerbinetta: Maya Mor Mitrani, soprano

Act II opening and Presentation of the Rose
from Der Rosenkavalier

Faninal: Nathan Schludecker, baritone
Marianne: Kylie Kreucher, soprano
Haushofmeister: Landry Allen, tenor
Sophie: Juliette Tacchino, soprano
Octavian: Judy Zhuo, mezzo-soprano

Trio: “Hab mir’s gelobt”
from Der Rosenkavalier

Octavian: Katie Trigg, mezzo-soprano
Marschallin: Emily Damasco, soprano
Sophie: Sarah Fleiss, soprano

—INTERMISSION—

STRAUSS
An Alpine Symphony (Eine Alpensinfonie), Op. 64
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

PROGRAM
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Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
CONDUCTOR

Yannick Nézet-Séguin is music and artistic 
director of The Philadelphia Orchestra, music 
director of Montreal’s Orchestre Métropolitain, 
and in September 2018, began his tenure as 
music director of the Metropolitan Opera. 
Widely recognized for his musicianship, 
dedication, and charisma, Mr. Nézet-Séguin 
has established himself as a musical leader 
of the highest caliber and one of the most 
exciting talents of his generation. His highly 
collaborative style, deeply rooted musical 
curiosity, boundless enthusiasm, and fresh 
approach to programming have been heralded 
by audiences and critics alike.

Mr. Nézet-Séguin has appeared with 
most of the world’s leading orchestras. He 
enjoys close collaborations with the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Vienna Philharmonic, Bavarian 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, and Chamber 
Orchestra of Europe. He is honorary conductor 
of the Rotterdam Philharmonic after serving 
as its music director from 2008 to 2018; 
and was principal guest conductor of the 
London Philharmonic from 2008 to 2014. 
He has appeared repeatedly at the BBC Proms 
and many European and North American 
festivals, among them Edinburgh, Grafenegg, 
Lanaudière, Lucerne, Mostly Mozart, Salzburg, 
Saratoga, and Vail. He has conducted annually 
at the Metropolitan Opera since 2009, and 
has led productions at Teatro alla Scala in 
Milan; the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden 
in London; Netherlands Opera; and the 
Vienna State Opera. He records for Deutsche 
Grammophon.

A native of Montreal, Mr. Nézet-Séguin 
studied piano, conducting, composition, and 
chamber music at the Conservatoire de music 
du Québec. He continued his studies with 
renowned conductor Carlo Maria Giulini, and 
also studied choral conducting with Joseph 
Flummerfelt at Westminster Choir College. 
His honors include Musical America’s Artist 

of the Year (2016), the Royal Philharmonic 
Society Award, Canada’s National Arts Centre 
Award, and the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres du 
Québec. He holds honorary doctorates from 
multiple institutions, including the University 
of Québec in Montreal, Westminster Choir 
College, the University of Pennsylvania, and 
the Curtis Institute of Music, where he has 
served on the faculty as mentor conductor since 
2013.

Micah Gleason 
CONDUCTOR

Micah Gleason, from Chapel Hill, N.C., 
entered the Curtis Institute of Music in 
2022 and studies conducting with Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin. All students at Curtis receive 
merit-based, full-tuition scholarships, and Ms. 
Gleason is the Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow.

Ms. Gleason has been recognized for her 
diverse performance abilities as a conductor, 
vocal soloist, and chamber musician. 
Interdisciplinary collaboration and community 
building are at the core of her music-making. 
She is curious about the most effective ways to 
disrupt the stasis and comfort of the modern 
concert hall; to examine how the disciplines of 
music research, performance, and perception 
can grow more aware of each other, and 
how artists across disciplines, activists, and 
researchers can most effectively collaborate. 
She holds a Bachelor of Music degree in vocal 
performance from the Chicago College of 
Performing Arts and Master of Music degrees 
in conducting and vocal arts from the Bard 
College Conservatory of Music. 

An alumna of several notable training 
programs, including the Aspen Music Festival 
and the Conducting Institute at Oxford, Ms. 
Gleason was one of eight inaugural vocal 
fellows at the Crested Butte Music Festival. Her 
output as a vocal soloist ranges from concert 
appearances, including alto soloist in Handel’s 

BIOGRAPHIES
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Messiah and Mozart’s Requiem, multiple operatic 
roles, and an extensive song and chamber music 
repertoire. She also served as the alto artist in 
residence at the University of Chicago for two 
years, where she was a regularly featured soloist. 
As a conductor, Ms. Gleason has led notable 
ensembles such as The Orchestra Now and the 
Eastern Festival Orchestra. 

While obtaining her degrees at Bard College 
Conservatory of Music, studying under James 
Bagwell and Stephanie Blythe respectively, she 
served as the assistant conductor of the Bard 
Symphonic Chorus, conductor of the Bard 
Opera Workshop, and the assistant conductor 
of the Bard Graduate Vocal Arts Program’s main 
stage production of Janáček’s The Cunning Little 
Vixen, in collaboration with The Orchestra 
Now. In July 2022, Ms. Gleason served as the 

music director for the world premiere of the 
opera The Final Veil during its residency at The 
Cell Theater in New York City. 

Alongside mezzo-soprano Joanne Evans, 
she is a co-founder of Loam, an artistic 
partnership presenting semi-immersive musical 
works. Current projects include co-conceiving, 
producing, and performing as a featured singer 
in The Fragile Femme, collaborating with 
director George Miller and choreographer 
Matilda Sakamoto. 

Ms. Gleason was named a 2021 conducting 
fellow at the Eastern Music Festival, where she 
studied with Gerard Schwarz, received the 2021 
Emerging Conductor Award from the Gena 
Branscombe Project, and was named a National 
Finalist for the American Prize in Conducting.
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Dance of the Seven Veils 
from Salome
Richard Strauss (1864–1949)

When Richard Strauss’s harrowing 
psychodrama Salome premiered at the 
Königliches Opernhaus (now Semperoper 
Dresden) on December 9, 1905, it was met 
with critical acclaim and public accusations 
of blasphemy. Daring, dark, and unsettling, 
this searing portrait of insanity and unchecked 
desire provoked outrage with its blend of the 
sacred and profane. Yet it was controversy that 
fueled its success, and within the span of two 
years, the work was performed in fifty opera 
houses across the globe. 

Inspired by one of Gustave Moreau’s 
19th-century paintings, The Apparition, and 
based on the scandalous 1891 French play 
by Oscar Wilde with a German translation 
by author and poet Hedwig Lachmann, this 
one-act masterpiece recounts the Biblical story 
of a princess who becomes infatuated with 
Jokanaan (John the Baptist). Imprisoned by 
her stepfather, King Herod, for his heretical 
beliefs and for slandering his wife Herodias, the 
prophet rejects Salome’s advances. Scorned, she 
agrees to dance for the king but demands that 
Jokanaan’s head be delivered on a silver platter 
in return for her efforts. 

Beneath the lush chromaticism of the 
opera’s most iconic scene, the “Dance of the 
Seven Veils,” is a discordant waltz that builds to 
a feverish frenzy as Salome removes each of her 
veils in a sensuous dance and spirals deeper into 
madness. This extended symphonic episode 
opens with a manic, percussive introduction 
that gives way to languorous, ornamented 
passages teasing and taunting the listener as 
the Biblical anti-heroine flits about in wild 
abandon, collapsing to exhaustion before rising 
to face Herod in triumph, sealing Jokanaan’s 
fate and ultimately her own. 

10 minutes

Quintet: “Die Dame gibt mit trübem Sinn…”
from Ariadne auf Naxos
Strauss

Following the tremendous success of Der 
Rosenkavalier, Richard Strauss began composing 
his next opera, Ariadne auf Naxos, during the 
first years of the Great War. Like its predecessor, 
the work featured neo-baroque conventions 
blended with the sumptuous sounds of late 
Romanticism, centering on the social rise of the 
nouveau riche. Initially conceived as a thirty-
minute “divertissement with a small chamber 
orchestra,” the work swelled in scope, fusing 
opera, ballet, and drama. While the idea was 
quite radical at the time, the execution was 
anything but well-received. 

The premiere of the piece on October 25, 
1912 at the Hoftheater Stuttgart (known today 
as Staatsoper Stuttgart) was an undeniable flop. 
Opera lovers who attended were displeased that 
they had to endure Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s 
adaptation of Molière’s play Le Bourgeois 
gentilhomme before experiencing Strauss’s short 
satirical opera. In contrast, theater lovers were 
indifferent to the incidental music throughout 
the play and the opera that was tacked on at the 
end. Hiring both a theater troupe and an opera 
company to resurrect it in future performances 
was also an impractical nightmare. 

On October 4, 1916, Ariadne auf Naxos 
was mounted in a revised form and went 
on to become one of Strauss’s most popular 
works. The spoken play was removed, the 
action shifted from Paris to Vienna, roles were 
expanded into a new prologue, and the first 
half took place entirely in the backstage of a 
theater. The new opera within an opera featured 
a clever theatrical battle between lighthearted 
comedy and dramatic tragedy, setting up a 
collision of low-brow opera buffa hijinks and 
high-art dramatic heroism. In this delightful 
quintet, “Die Dame gibt mit trübem Sinn,” 
the commedia dell’arte troupe of Brighella, 
Truffaldino, Scaramuccia, Harlekin, and the 

PROGRAM NOTES
By Ryan Scott Lathan

music director for the world premiere of the 
opera The Final Veil during its residency at The 
Cell Theater in New York City. 

Alongside mezzo-soprano Joanne Evans, 
she is a co-founder of Loam, an artistic 
partnership presenting semi-immersive musical 
works. Current projects include co-conceiving, 
producing, and performing as a featured singer 
in The Fragile Femme, collaborating with 
director George Miller and choreographer 
Matilda Sakamoto. 

Ms. Gleason was named a 2021 conducting 
fellow at the Eastern Music Festival, where she 
studied with Gerard Schwarz, received the 2021 
Emerging Conductor Award from the Gena 
Branscombe Project, and was named a National 
Finalist for the American Prize in Conducting.
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saucy comedienne Zerbinetta attempt to lift 
the spirits of the inconsolable Ariadne with a 
charming song and dance number, reminding 
the princess of Crete, and that the best way to 
mend a broken heart is to look for a new love. 

5 minutes

Act II Opening;
Presentation of the Rose
Trio: “Hab mir’s gelobt”
from Der Rosenkavalier
Strauss

Richard Strauss’s most celebrated opera, Der 
Rosenkavalier, was an instant hit upon its 
premiere at Dresden’s Königliches Opernhaus 
on January 26, 1911. Loosely adapted by 
librettist Hugo von Hofmannsthal from French 
novelist and playwright Jean-Baptiste Louvet 
de Couvray’s novel Les amours du chevalier de 
Faublas and Molière’s comedy Monsieur de 
Pourceaugnac, this satirical, three-act comic 
opera touches upon themes of infidelity, 
aging, “old money” versus “new money,” lust, 
exploitation, infatuation, and the dissolution 
of relationships. Set in the decadent, idealized 
Vienna, Austria, of the 1740s (during the final 
years of the Habsburg Empire), the opera’s 
plot blends aristocratic intrigue and historical 
references with fictional customs of nobility 
(like the ceremonious presentation of a silver 
rose) and extensive, anachronistic use of waltzes 
(which had yet to emerge until the mid-18th-
century) to create a world of high-society 
glamour and soaring romance.

As Act II opens, the wealthy Herr von 
Faninal, his steward (Der Haushofmeister), 
and his daughter Sophie await the arrival of the 
silver rose bearer (sent by the boorish Baron 
Ochs to his bride-to-be). Her chaperone, 
Marianne, reports that Count Octavian 
Rofrano has arrived (sent by his older lover, 
the Marschallin, Princess Marie Thérèse von 
Werdenberg) as the young woman agonizes 

over her upcoming marriage to a mysterious 
man she has yet to meet. Instantly infatuated 
with this nobleman, Sophie blindly accepts the 
offer and finds herself swept up in a rapturous 
duet (“Mir ist die Ehre widerfahren,” known as 
the “Presentation of the Rose”), unaware of the 
dramatic events that will soon unfold around 
them. 

In the opera’s final act, the Count finds 
himself caught between the love of these two 
adoring women. Acknowledging the onslaught 
of time as she laments the loss of her youth and 
the inevitable end of her passionate love affair, 
the Marschallin blesses the union of Octavian 
and Sophie in the ravishingly beautiful trio, 
“Hab mir’s gelobt.” This sublime, climactic 
moment showcases the rapturous sounds of 
Der Rosenkavlier’s three female leads—the 
“pants” role of Octavian, portrayed by a mezzo-
soprano, the lyric soprano voice of Sophie, and 
the grand Marschallin, played by a dramatic 
soprano. As the trio concludes, time feels 
suspended—pain, pleasure, regret, and hope 
become entwined—and the princess quietly 
leaves the lovers alone with dreams of a bright 
future together. 

14 minutes

An Alpine Symphony  
(Eine Alpensinfonie), Op. 64
Strauss

Richard Strauss once casually boasted, “I am 
the last mountain of a large mountain range. 
After me come the flatlands.” Equally revered 
and reviled in life and controversial in death, 
the German composer’s lofty ego was as notable 
as his profoundly moving operas and richly 
scored tone poems, each capturing the essence 
of a painting, landscape, literary work, or 
philosophical idea. Often heralded as the last 
of the great Romanticists, Strauss became a 
dominant figurehead in the music scene of the 
late 1800s. But by the dawn of the twentieth 
century, his focus had shifted from writing 

PROGRAM NOTES
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these ambitious tone poems—most notably 
Don Juan, Also sprach Zarathustra, and Ein 
Heldenleben (A Hero’s Life)—to composing four 
of his most celebrated operas, Salome, Elektra, 
Der Rosenkavalier, and Ariadne auf Naxos. 
Following the untimely death of his colleague 
and close friend Gustav Mahler in May of 
1911, Strauss felt the overwhelming necessity 
to revisit an unfinished piece that had been 
collecting dust for a decade, and An Alpine 
Symphony (Eine Alpensinfonie), Op. 64, was 
born. 

Composed from 1911 to 1915, while 
Strauss was living in a villa in the southern 
Bavarian town of Garmisch (now Garmisch-
Partenkirchen) at the foot of Germany’s 
highest peak, the soaring Zugspitze, An Alpine 
Symphony captures the adventurous spirit of 
the budding composer’s early adolescence. 
At age fifteen, he joined a hiking party to 
reach the peak of the Heimgarten, a 5,780-
foot mountain in the Bavarian lower Alps 
of southern Germany. Upon return, Strauss 
wrote to his friend, Austrian composer Ludwig 
Thuille, describing in detail the group’s 
perilous trek by lantern light and a harrowing 
encounter with a violent storm that uprooted 
trees and threw about rocks. In the letter, he 
shares how the experience inspired him to 
portray “the entire ordeal on the piano.” While 
none of these early sketches have survived, 
scholars attribute the first drafts of identifiable 
thematic material to an 1899 manuscript 
titled Künstlertragödie (Tragedy of an Artist)—a 
veiled reference to the suicide of prominent 
Swiss-born portraitist, etcher, and sculptor Karl 
Stauffer-Bern. 

Conceived as a monumental, two-part 
work called Der Antichrist: Eine Alpensinfonie 
after Friedrich Nietzsche’s controversial 1895 
book of the same name, An Alpine Symphony 
marked the end of an era for Strauss and 
for lush symphonic music of this ilk, which 
quickly fell out of fashion following the First 
World War. Eventually, the Antichrist label 
was dropped, and what remained was an 

exhilarating, single-movement work and a 
title that contained the word “symphony” but 
bore none of the conventions of that form, 
substituting the characteristic, four-movement 
structure with twenty-two continuous sections 
of music. In creating this Herculean tone 
poem, a reinvigorated Strauss sought to capture 
the awe of an “eternal, magnificent nature” 
while delivering a paean to human strength and 
potential and offering up an enduring artistic 
statement that liberated the religious experience 
from the bonds of organized religion itself.  

An Alpine Symphony depicts the sweeping 
grandeur, stunning panorama, and dramatic 
spectacle of an eleven-hour mountain-climbing 
expedition. It paints the brilliance of a blazing 
sunrise over the Alps and evokes the wonder 
of cascading waterfalls and rushing brooks, 
the pastoral sounds of bleating sheep, and the 
radiant beauty of flowering meadows, dark 
forests, and icy glaciers. As Strauss’s pantheistic 
vision of humanity unfolds, the musicians and 
the audience experience the adrenaline rush 
of wind blowing across a towering summit, 
the terrifying violence of a raging storm, the 
tranquility of a sunset, and the quiet darkness 
of encroaching nightfall. 

Strauss’s colossal work features the sheer 
force and virtuosic splendor of a large orchestra, 
unleashing the raw power of the entire brass 
and percussion sections. Among the unusual 
variety of evocative sounds found throughout, 
An Alpine Symphony features a celesta, a wind 
and thunder machine, cowbells, an organ, 
and the baritonal sounds of a heckelphone, 
a double-reeded member of the oboe family 
resembling a mammoth English horn. This 
final breathtaking tone poem, presented in one 
uninterrupted, fifty-minute-long movement, 
scaled the heights of human expression upon its 
Berlin premiere in 1915. Over a century later, 
it continues to serve as a compelling argument 
that Strauss’s immodesty was not entirely 
unjustified. 

47 minutes

PROGRAM NOTES
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CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN
Sameer Agrawal
Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Leah Amory
Fellowship from an 
Anonymous Donor

Maya Anjali Buchanan
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz 
Fellowship

I-Hao Cheng
Martin and Sarah Taylor 
Fellowship

Alexandra Cooreman
Milka Violin Artist 
Fellowship

Corina Deng
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Lingyu Dong *
William M. Hollis Principal 
Chair

Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Anaïs Feller
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jacques Forestier
Thomas D. Watkins 
Fellowship

Yiyang Hou +
Hollis Family Principal Chair

Herbert R. and Evelyn 
Axelrod Fellowship

Emmalena Huning
Yvonne Druian Fellowship

Zhenyi Jiang
Joseph and Marie Field 
Fellowship

Gawon Kim
Efrem Zimbalist 
Fellowship

Sooeon Kim
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Na Hyun Della Kyun
Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Yesong Sophie Lee
Michael and Cecilia 
Iacovella Capuzzi 
Memorial Fellowship

Hairui Lei
Jean J. Sterne Fellowship

Boha Moon
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Haerim Oh
Mundheim Family 
Fellowship

Jonathan Okseniuk
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jieon Park
Milka Violin Artist 
Fellowship

Michael Shaham
Max M. and Marjorie 
S. Fisher Foundation 
Fellowship

Dongyoung Jake Shim
Dorothea and Ray Posel 
Fellowship

Hannah Tam
Demeng Foundation 
Fellowship

Dandan Jingfei Wang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Dindin Jingyi Wang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Huei-Chiao 
Christina Yang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jinyoung Yoon
John S. Price Fellowship

Himari Yoshimura
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

VIOLA
Chih-Ta Chen
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Soyoung Cho
Mimi Lane and Robert 
Durham Fellowship

Sofia Gilchenok
Tobe Amsterdam 
Fellowship

Jiwon Grace Kim
Sueyun and Gene Locks 
Fellowship

Sumin Kim
Edna Harkness Fellowship

Yizilin Liang ◊◊

Bok Foundation 
Fellowship

Annis Cheuk Lam Ma ◊
Independence Foundation 
Chair

Bernice and Howard 
Levinson Fellowship

Davin Mar
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Haneul Park
Cecilia Segawa Seigle 
Fellowship

Dillon Scott
Mark E. Rubenstein 
Fellowship

Alyssa Warcup
Edward Montgomery 
Fellowship

Emad Zolfaghari
Elaine W. Camarda and 
A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Fellowship

CELLO
Hun Choi
Jacqueline du Pré 
Memorial Fellowship

Matthew Christakos
Joseph Druian Fellowship

Vincent Garcia-
Hettinger
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Romain-Olivier Gray
Maurice Gendron 
Memorial Fellowship

Jiayin He ◊◊

Demeng Foundation 
Fellowship

Joan Herget
Carol Coe Conway 
Memorial Fellowship

TaeYeon Rachel Kim
Jeanette S. Epstein 
Memorial Fellowship

Ania Lewis ◊
Nina B. Hollis Principal 
Chair

Gie and Lisa Liem 
Fellowship

Carson Ling-Efird
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Laura Navasardian
William A. Loeb 
Fellowship

Elliot Sloss
Peter King Fellowship

Nygel Witherspoon
Richard A. Doran 
Fellowship

DOUBLE BASS
Hanxiao Deng
Carrie L. Tolson Memorial 
Fellowship

Alexander Heather ◊◊

Anthony B. Creamer III 
Fellowship
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Jason Henery
Nina von Maltzahn 
Fellowship

Christian Luevano
Albert M. Greenfield 
Fellowship

Dimitrios Mattas
Florence and Milton Levy 
Fellowship

William McGregor
Shaun F. O’Malley 
Fellowship

Tobias Vigneau ◊
Hollis Family Principal 
Chair

Robert Montgomery Scott 
Fellowship

FLUTE
Julin Cheung
Gerry and Marguerite 
Lenfest Fellowship

Emily DeNucci
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Eunah Kim
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Xiaoxi Annie Li
Huldah Bender Kerner, 
M.D. Fellowship

Anastasia Samsel
Julius Baker Fellowship

OBOE
Izaiah Cheeran
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Christopher Correa
Gephart Family Fellowship

Ben Price
Anderson and Daria Pew 
Fellowship

Cameron Slaton
Laura and Bill Buck 
Fellowship

Oliver Talukder
William S. Mulherin 
and Joseph F. Baker 
Fellowship

CLARINET
Yejin Ahn
Felix Meyer Fellowship

Simon Bakos
Ruth and Eugene Helmer 
Fellowship

Alexander Erlich-
Herzog
Arlene and Irving Tashlick 
Fellowship

Hwaseop Jeong
Mark and Esther Kramer 
Fellowship

Tzu-Yi Yu
Valerija and Ladislaus 
Medveckis Fellowship

BASSOON
Asha Kline
David H. Springman 
Memorial Fellowship

Gabriel Nishikawa
William Curtis Bok 
Bassoon Fellowship

Diego Peña
Lester Henry Grundy 
Fellowship

Kahlan Yenney
Myer and Helen K. 
Schwartz Fellowship

Yesol (Joanna) Yi
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

HORN
Kristin Andlauer
Thomas and Patricia 
Vernon Fellowship

Elizabeth Crafton
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Nicholas Ivy
Alice Madge and William 
J. Middleton Fellowship

Christine Ott
Bob and Caro Rock 
Fellowship

Marcus Shaw
Bernard M. Guth 
Fellowship

TRUMPET
Justin Bernardi
Harry L. and Cecilia F. 
Slavin Fellowship

Dasara Beta
Mary Louise Curtis Bok 
Fellowship

Franz Maury
Louisa Knapp Curtis 
Fellowship

Raúl Orellana
Abigail Rebecca Zubrow 
Cohen Memorial 
Fellowship

Chris Petrella
Sandra G. and David G. 
Marshall Fellowship

TROMBONE
Xiuzhang Charlie Cao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Diogo Fernandes
Dorothy J. del Bueno 
Fellowship

Derek Gullett
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Noah Urquidi,
bass trombone
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

TUBA
Ethan Marmolejos
Dr. Bong S. Lee Fellowship

TIMPANI AND 
PERCUSSION
Pengyu Bao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Maxence Dauriat
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Tae McLoughlin
Stanley and Bertha 
Rogasner Fellowship

Xiang Ni
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Zachary Thomas
J. Oliver Lewis Memorial 
Fellowship

HARP
Daniel Benedict
Maryjane Mayhew Barton 
Fellowship

Maya Lindsey
Marilyn Costello Memorial 
Fellowship

Claire Thai
L. Daniel Dannenbaum 
Fellowship

CONDUCTING 
FELLOWS
Benoit Gauthier
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

Micah Gleason
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

The guest conductor for 
each Curtis Symphony 
Orchestra performance is 
made possible by the Rita 
E. and Gustave M. Hauser 
Chair.

* concertmaster
+ principal second violin
◊ principal
◊◊ associate principal
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COMPOSITION
Leigha Amick
Jimmy Brent Fellowship

Alistair Coleman
Daniel W. Dietrich II 
Composition Fellowship

Delfin Demiray
Edith Evans Braun 
Composition Fellowship

Maya Miro Johnson
John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation 
Fellowship

Adrian Wong
Milton L. Rock 
Composition Fellowship

GUITAR
Ruqi Jiang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Muxin Li
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Radomir 
Romashkov-Danilov
Arthur and Hilda Stander 
Fellowship

Xingxing Yao
Emilio Gravagno 
Fellowship

ORGAN
Andy Brown
Mrs. Cary William Bok 
Fellowship

Daniel Carroll
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Alexander Leonardi
Dr. Mi-Wha Lee Fellowship

Sarah Palmer
Stephanie Yen-Mun Liem 
Azar Fellowship

Isabella Isza Wu
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

PIANO
Elias Ackerley
Gay Elliot Scott Fellowship

Kārlis Bukovskis
John J. Medveckis 
Fellowship

Fiona Yangyue 
Cheen
Jean J. Sterne Fellowship

Avery Gagliano
Dr. Samuel R. and Mrs. 
Beatrice S. Rossman 
Fellowship

CharmHee Han
Ralph Berkowitz 
Fellowship

Delvan Lin
Karolyn Kirksey Holler 
Fellowship

Cristian Makhuli
William A. Horn, M.D. 
Fellowship

Anton Mejias
Eileen Flissler Memorial 
Fellowship

Elijah Orlenko
Wike Family Fellowship

Nachuan Tao
Gerry and Marguerite 
Lenfest Fellowship

Kai-Lang Yang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Lynn Ye
Harold and Helene 
Schonberg Fellowship

Eunseo Yoo
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Adrian Zaragoza
Hirsig Family Fellowship

VOCAL STUDIES
Jackson Allen
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Landry Allen
Alfred Greenberg 
Memorial Fellowship

Emily Damasco
Carol S. and Howard L. 
Lidz Fellowship

Sarah Fleiss
Jack Wolgin Fellowship

Robert Frazier
Amaranth Foundation 
Fellowship

Evan Gray
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz 
Fellowship

Sam Higgins
Eula Mae Pharis Fellowship

Emilie Kealani
Walter and Leonore 
Annenberg Fellowship

Morgan-Andrew King
Margaret Aull Wynne and 
Milly E. Wynne Fellowship

Kylie Kreucher
Florence R. Laden 
Memorial Fellowship

Kate Li
Nellie Lee Bok Fellowship

Dalia Medovnikov
Edith Evans Frumin 
Fellowship

Maya Mor Mitrani
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

Shikta Mukherjee
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

Juliet Rand
Barbara Moskow Fellowship

Hongrui Ren
William Horne Fellowship

Nathan Schludecker
Arthur Tracy Fellowship

Juliette Tacchino
Lelia A. Wike Fellowship

Judah Taylor
Joseph Cairns Jr. and 
Ernestine Bacon Cairns 
Memorial Fellowship

Erik Tofte
William J. Fenza 
Fellowship

Katie Trigg
Mitchell Family Fellowship

Yulin Yan
Florence Kirk Keppel 
Fellowship

Judy Zhuo
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

QUARTET IN 
RESIDENCE
Nina von Maltzahn String 
Quartet Program

Erinys Quartet

Elizabeth Stewart, 
violin

Joosep Reimaa, violin

Marija Räisänen, viola

Stergios Theodoridis, 
cello

STUDENTS
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FACULTY

PERFORMANCE
Bassoon
Daniel Matsukawa*

Cello
Gary Hoffman
Nina and Billy Albert Chair in Cello 
Studies

Peter Wiley*
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D. Chair, in 
Honor of Orlando Cole

Clarinet
Anthony McGill*
William R. and Hyunah Yu Brody 
Distinguished Chair

Composition
Richard Danielpour
Nick DiBerardino*
Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Jonathan Bailey Holland*

Amy Beth Kirsten
Steven Mackey

Conducting
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, 
mentor conductor

Double Bass
Edgar Meyer
Harold Hall Robinson
A. Margaret Bok Chair in Double 
Bass Studies

Flute
Jeffrey Khaner

Guitar
David Starobin
Fondation Charidu Chair in Guitar 
Studies

Jason Vieaux

Harp
Elizabeth Hainen
Maryjane Mayhew Barton Chair in 
Harp Studies

Horn
Jeffrey Lang^

Jennifer Montone

Oboe
Katherine Needleman*

Philippe Tondre

Organ
Alan Morrison*
Haas Charitable Trust Chair in 
Organ Studies

Piano
Yefim Bronfman*
Neubauer Family Chair in Piano 
Studies

Michelle Cann*
Eleanor Sokoloff Chair in Piano 
Studies

Meng-Chieh Liu*
Sondra F. Matesky Chair in Piano 
Studies

Robert McDonald*
Penelope P. Watkins Chair in Piano 
Studies

Ignat Solzhenitsyn*

Timpani and Percussion
Ji Su Jung
Don Liuzzi
Eric Millstein

Trombone
Nitzan Haroz
Matthew Vaughn
Blair Bollinger*, bass trombone

Trumpet
David Bilger

Tuba
Craig Knox*

Paul Krzywicki

Viola
Misha Amory
Roberto Díaz*
James and Betty Matarese Chair in 
Viola Studies

Ed Gazouleas*

Hsin-Yun Huang*

Violin
Shmuel Ashkenasi*
Benjamin Beilman*

Pamela Frank*
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod Chair 
in Violin Studies

Ida Kavafian
Nina von Maltzahn Chair in Violin 
Studies

Erin Keefe*

Midori
Dorothy Richard Starling Chair in 
Violin Studies

Vocal Studies
Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

Principal Opera Coach

Stefano Baldasseroni
Matthieu Cognet
John Matsumoto Giampietro
Lisa Keller
Grant Loehnig
Susan Nowicki
Jinhyun Park
Reese Revak
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Ulrike Shapiro
Carol Vaness
Nikolay Verevkin
Ting Ting Wong

Voice Faculty
Shirley Close 
Julia Faulkner
Cynthia Hoffman
Jack Li Vigni
Sherry Overholt
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Mark Schnaible
Kevin Short*
Dolora Zajick

Chamber Music
Jeffrey Curnow, brass

Michael Rusinek*, woodwinds

Steven Tenenbom*, strings

Amy Yang*, piano

Dover Quartet
Penelope P. Watkins Ensemble in 
Residence

Joel Link*, violin

Bryan Lee*, violin

Julianne Lee*, viola

Camden Shaw*, cello

Imani Winds

Brandon Patrick George, flute

Toyin Spellman-Díaz, oboe

Kevin Newton, horn

Mark Dover, clarinet

Monica Ellis, bassoon

Secondary Harpsichord
Leon Schelhase

Instrumental Accompaniment
Jenny Chen*

Elena Jivaeva
Jungeun Kim
Yoni Levyatov

MUSICAL STUDIES
Jonathan Coopersmith, chair

Katelyn Bouska
Ke-Chia Chen*

Ashley Hsu*

Philip J. Kass, curator of string 
instruments

Ford Mylius Lallerstedt
David Middleton
Chris Rogerson*

Harvey Sachs
Keiko Sato*

Eric Sessler*

Manuel Sosa
Yu Xi Wang, director of keyboard 
studies

Thomas Weaver
Eric Wen
Julia Zavadsky

CAREER STUDIES
Mary Javian*, chair

Paul Bryan*

Michelle Cann*

Vince Ford
Field-McFadden Chair in Digital 
Studies

Imani Winds
Midori
Zachary Mowitz*

Bryan Rider
Louis Russo
Drew Schlegel
Emily Butler Waters
Christine Witkowski

LIBERAL ARTS
Jeanne M. McGinn
Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts  
(on sabbatical)

Norman Ellman
Tim Fitts
Gordana-Dana Grozdanic
Hannah LeClair
Mei Lu
Caroline Meline
Carla Puppin
Austin Rooney
Jeffrey Stein
Eva-Maria Swidler,  
interim chair

* alumnus/alumna        ^ Curtis parent
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STAFF

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Roberto Díaz*
President and Chief Executive Officer

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair

Julie Moerschel
Chief of Staff

PROVOST’S OFFICE
Ed Gazouleas*
Gie and Lisa Liem Artistic Director 
and Provost

Nick DiBerardino*
Dean

Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Amy Yang*
Associate Dean of Piano Studies 
and Artistic Initiatives

Mary Moon
Special Assistant to the Provost

Elijah Smith
Composition Associate

Admissions and Student Affairs
Paul Bryan*
Director of Assessment and 
Accreditation

Musician Life Cycle Consultant

Patricia Carpino
Senior Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs

Kei Fukuda
Musician Life Cycle Manager

Yvonne Fulmore
Registrar

Darin Kelly
Senior Director of Scheduling and 
Logistics Management

Veronica McAuley
Director of Student Financial 
Assistance

Richard McGovern
Manager of Student Life and 
International Affairs

Gianna Pannullo
Manager of Residence Life and  
Off-Campus Housing

Shea Scruggs*
Director of Institutional Research 
and Musician Experience

Chief Enrollment Officer

Artistic Production
Justin Bowen
Production and Artistic Operations 
Assistant

Caleb Bradley
Orchestra Librarian

Jon Guenther
Chief Piano Technician

Hannah Horine
Director of Performance Activities

Keith Obaza
Director of Production, Vocal 
Studies and Curtis Opera Theatre

Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Olivia Rainoff
Orchestra Manager

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

David Schonberger*
Performance Activities Production 
Associate

Isabel Tague
Associate, Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Laura Vercelli
Senior Director of Administration 
and Operations, Vocal Studies and 
Curtis Opera Theatre

Jessica Wolford
Senior Director of Concert 
Production and Artistic Operations

Curriculum
Jonathan Coopersmith
Chair of Musical Studies

Mary Javian*
Chair of Career Studies

Jeanne M. McGinn
(on sabbatical)

Senior Associate Dean of 
Academics

Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts

Rock Resource Center
Peter Williams
Director of the Rock Resource Center

Judy Belland
Circulation Manager

Barbara Benedett
Digital Archivist

Sheralyn Milton 
Archives Intern

Aliyah Shanti
Assistant Librarian of Systems and 
Cataloging

Emily Butler Waters
Associate Dean, John de Lancie Library

DEVELOPMENT
Marci Generose
Managing Director of Development

Abigail Dickerson
Development Associate

Carleton Gholz
Institutional Giving Officer

Grace Hill
Associate Director of Development 
Operations

Ellen Trappey
Director of Individual Giving and 
Donor Engagement

Abigail M. Wilson
Stewardship Manager
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DIGITAL STRATEGY AND 
INNOVATION
Vince Ford
Senior Vice President of Digital 
Strategy and Innovation

Executive Director of the 
Performance Innovation Lab

Field-McFadden Chair in Digital Studies

Audio/Visual
Daniel Armistead
Media Production Manager

Matt Hagestuen
Video Director and Editor

Bryan Rider
Senior Producer

Drew Schlegel
Director of Audio Engineering

Information Technology
Dana Gordon
Senior Director of Information and 
Academic Technology

Jeremy Redrup
Senior Helpdesk Technician

Domenic Rocca
Academic Technology Specialist

Marketing
Kristen Manka-White
Senior Director, Marketing

L. Cruz Maria Carriero 
Event Specialist

Josh Hartman
Associate Director of Marketing

Aaron Holloway 
Event Specialist

Amanda Leah Davis
Marketing Manager, Audience 
Development and Experience

Anna Rivera 
Patron Services Assistant

Joanna Scorese 
Event Specialist

Bailey Spiteri
Marketing Specialist

TOURING AND ARTIST 
MANAGEMENT
Andrew Lane
Vice President, Touring and  
Artist Management

Brayton Arvin
Artist Manager and Booking 
Representative

Julika Castro
Booking Representative, Europe

Catelyn Cohen
Manager of Artist Services

Julie Gaitens
Booking Representative

Lingzi Liu
Manager of Touring Operations

COMMUNICATIONS
Patricia K. Johnson
Vice President of Communications 
and Public Affairs

Ryan Lathan
Associate Director of 
Communications

Brian Wise
Editor, Overtones

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Kimberly Gould
Vice President, People and Culture

Title IX Coordinator

Audrey Deuel
Senior Finance and HR Systems 
Administrator

Sniya Johnson
Manager, Strategic Initiatives and 
Community Culture

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Larry Bomback
Senior Vice President of 
Administration

Mary Claire Sullivan 
Associate Director of Strategic 
Initiatives and Board Liaison

Campus Safety
Chardae Barkley
Receptionist and Campus Safety 
Support Specialist

Omeia Fife
Site Supervisor of Campus Safety

Matthew Frankowski
Director of Campus Safety

Arthur Hawkins
Supervisor of Campus Safety

Facilities Operations
Natalie Armentrout
Dining Services Director

Steve Casciano
Director of Facility Operations

Luciano Rocca
Facilities Liaison

Finance
Mitchell Bilker
Senior Director of Finance and 
Administration

Tamara Brown
Senior Accountant

Mary Ruddy
Accounts Payable and Student 
Billing Specialist

* alumnus/alumna
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VOLUNTEER BOARDS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

Deborah M. Fretz, chair

Edward A. Montgomery Jr., 
vice chair

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+, 
chair emerita

H. F. “Gerry” Lenfest+, 
chairman emeritus

Louis P. Barbarin

Victoria Bok

William R. Brody

Michelle Cann*

Anthony B. Creamer III

Roberto Díaz*

Nick DiBerardino*

Gordon Fowler

Judith D. Freyer

Mignon Groch

William Horn*

Marsha Hunter*

Andrew Jacobs*

Brian Jandrucko

Linda E. Johnson

Lisa Liem^

Yuen Sung “Y.S.” Liu

Connie B. McCann

John H. McFadden

Frank J. Mechura

John J. Medveckis

Robert H. Mundheim

C. Richard Neu

Robert H. Rock

Mark E. Rubenstein

Jay H. Tolson

Penelope P. Watkins

Jerry Wind

Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz

Amy Yang

Nadia A. Zerhouni

Larry Bomback, treasurer

Mary Claire Sullivan, secretary

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Peter A. Benoliel

Sheldon M. Bonovitz

Carolyn S. Burger

Joseph M. Field

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.

Alan R. Hirsig+

Scott M. Jenkins

Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Bong S. Lee, M.D.

Christina Weiss Lurie

David G. Marshall

Betty H. Matarese

John A. Nyheim+

Albert E. Piscopo

Robert Pollack

Samuel R. Shipley III

Amanda W. Smoot

MARY LOUISE CURTIS BOK FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bayard R. Fiechter, president

Victoria Bok, vice president

Joseph M. Field, secretary

Scott M. Jenkins, treasurer

A. Margaret “Stormy” Bok+

Tomas J. Bok, Ph.D.

Gary Graffman*

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Milton L. Rock, Ph.D.+

Robert H. Rock

Brett Rubinson

Samuel R. Shipley III

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent
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DONORS

LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY
We extend our deepest gratitude to the generous donors whose cumulative lifetime giving to 
the Curtis Institute of Music has exceeded $1 million. These individuals and organizations set an 
inspiring example of leadership and extraordinary philanthropy, and we are grateful for their 
enduring support. (This list includes gifts received through September 12, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mrs. Nina Albert+
Mr. William A. Albert
The Allerton Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
Mrs. Evelyn Axelrod+

Dr. Herbert R. Axelrod+

Estate of Maryjane Mayhew 
 Barton
Mrs. Cary William Bok+

Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III+

William R. Brody and  
 Hyunah Yu Brody
Estate of Vera D. Bruestle
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

Mr.+ and Mrs. William C.  
 Buck
Mr. William D. Burns+
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
California Community  
 Foundation
Elaine W. Camarda and  
 A. Morris Williams Jr.
Fondation Charidu
Mr. L. Daniel Dannenbaum+  
 and Ms. Kate Hall
Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II  
 Foundation
William B. Dietrich  
 Foundation
Estate of Joseph* and Yvonne*  
 Druian
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner+
Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field  
 Foundation

Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues  
 Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith  
 Foundation
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2
Edna L. Harkness* Trust
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Mrs. Ruth D. Heller+
HFGLocust, LP
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William and Nina Hollis  
 Foundation
The Anna-Maria and Stephen  
 Kellen Foundation
Estate of Lester Lanin
Estate of John LaSalandra
Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Lenfest
The Lenfest Foundation
Carol and Howard Lidz
Lisa and Gie Liem^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Sueyun and Gene Locks
Locks Foundation
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture  
 Foundation
James+ and Betty Matarese
Ms. Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and  
 Lisa D. Kabnick
Estate of Kenneth M. McNeil

John J. Medveckis
J. J. Medveckis Foundation
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  
 Joe Neubauer
Neubauer Family Foundation
Mr. Shaun F. O’Malley+

William Penn Foundation
Commonwealth of  
 Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Council on the  
 Arts, a state agency
Aulana and Bruce Peters
Pew Charitable Trusts
Suzanne H. Poole Trust
The Presser Foundation
Milton L. Rock+ and     
 Constance Benoliel Rock+

Mr. Aaron Rosand+

Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Estate of H. Shaw Roberts  
 Scholl
David* and Jane Schwartz  
 Family Trust
Dorothy Richard Starling  
 Foundation
Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Helen F. Whitaker Fund
Ms. Lillie Lee Winston+

Jack Wolgin+

Wyncote Foundation
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CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORT
The Curtis Institute of Music recognizes the following leadership supporters of the ongoing 
Centennial Campaign, who have generously made gifts to support endowment and other capital 
projects. (This list includes gifts received through September 12, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III*+

William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

William D. Burns+
California Community Foundation
Estate of Pearl M. Carpel
Fondation Charidu
Dr. Dorothy del Bueno*

Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II Foundation
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner*+

Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
Deborah M. Fretz
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D. 
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Estate of Ruth Duskin Heller
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William A. Horn, M.D.*
The Anna-Maria and  
 Stephen Kellen Foundation

Estate of Zelda Sue Kremer
Estate of John LaSalandra
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture Foundation
Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil*+

Bob and Guna Mundheim
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Estate of Rose Paul
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Aulana and Bruce Peters
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
The Presser Foundation
Mr. John S. Price*+

Martha Rinaldo Trust
Mark and Robin Rubenstein
David* and Jane Schwartz Family Trust
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Jay H. Tolson
U.S. Department of Education
Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+ 

Penelope and Thomas Watkins
William O. Winstead Trust
Estate of L. Lee Winston

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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CURTIS CIRCLES
Curtis Circles recognizes a select group of Curtis’s closest friends and supporters who make the 
school’s mission possible. Participation in Curtis Circles begins at $1,250 annually and provides 
opportunities to celebrate throughout the year.. For more information on qualified giving, please 
contact us at giving@curtis.edu. (These lists include gifts received between June 1, 2022 and 
September 12, 2023.)

President’s Circle II
$250,000+

Mark and Robin Rubenstein Penelope and Thomas Watkins

President’s Circle I
$100,000 to $249,999

Anonymous
Joseph and Marie Field
Frederick R. Haas and Rafael Gomez

Rita E. Hauser
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^ 

Leadership Circle II
$50,000 to $99,999

Derek and Sissela Bok 
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer

John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick 
Laura and Kenneth Mitchell
Cecilia Segawa Seigle

Leadership Circle I
$25,000 to $49,999

Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Victoria Bok
William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris Williams Jr.
CHG Charitable Trust
Anthony B. Creamer III
Mrs. Mary Darne
Gordon and Patricia Fowler
Allen R. and Judy Brick Freedman
Deborah M. Fretz
Mignon and Jim Groch
William A. Horn, M.D.*
Andrew Jacobs* and Katherine Park
Linda E. Johnson
Elissa Koljonen* and Roberto Díaz*  

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Cornelia B. and R. Ashbrook McCann
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Edward A. Montgomery Jr.
William S. Mulherin and Joseph F. Baker
Bob and Guna Mundheim
Rosalind and Roy Neff
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Mrs. John A. Nyheim
Robert and Lynne Pollack
Bob and Caro Rock
Jay H. Tolson
Ms. Betty Whelchel and Mr. Doug Kruse
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz
Drs. Nadia and Elias Zerhouni

DONORS
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Patrons Circle II
$10,000 to $24,999

Anonymous
Tobe Amsterdam
Ruth T. Baker
Louis P. Barbarin and Virginia Barbarin
Diane E. Borst and Robert Horowits
Ronnie C. Chan
Shelly and Scot Fisher
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Ms. Priscilla L. Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome R. Glickman
Wayne and Wilhelmina Hardee
Marsha Hunter* and Brian K. Johnson
Joan and Irwin Jacobs Fund of the  
 Jewish Community Foundation

Mimi and Robert Lane
Mr. Bruce C. Levy
Nancy Maruyama, M.D.
James+ and Betty Matarese 
Sandra Miller* and Wayne Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Peters
Judith and James Ritchings
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Lyn M. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Rubenstein
Charles C. and Alison Townsend
Zisman Family Foundation

Patrons Circle I
$5,000 to $9,999

Joyce Arsnow
Jim and Janet Averill
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffry Benoliel
Leslie Benoliel
Josephine DiGregorio
Ms. Diana D. Duncan
Peter and Pamela Freyd
Professor Frank F. Furstenberg Jr.
Susan and Sherwood “Woody” Goldberg
Marcy Gringlas and Joel Greenberg
Joan Dolgonos Gross*
Andrew Jacobs* and Katherine Park
Scott and Yardly Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Judy
Dr. Bong S. Lee and Ms. Soyoung Kim
Carol and Howard Lidz

Sharon and Frank Lorenzo
James P. MacElderry and Marilyn S. Fishman
James O’Neill and David Rubin
Daria and R. Anderson+ Pew
Catherine and Michael Radbill
Rinaldi Family
Renee and Martin Schultz
Drs. Peter Scoles and Angela Smith-Scoles
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Shipley III
Richard and Amanda Smoot
Barbara Augusta Teichert
Dominique van de Stadt and Octavio Pajaro^

Peggy Wachs
Dr. Bettyruth Walter
Mr. Robert J. Weiner
Carol A. Westfall

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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Friends Circle II
$2,500 to $4,999

Shelly and Terry Adelman
Charlotte H. Biddle
Coren and Larry Bomback
Lois Boyce
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Buck III
Phil and Meg Cavanaugh 
Dr. and Mrs. Harris R. Clearfield
Peter S. Cressman
Marci Generose
Deborah and Jonathan Hirtle
Ms. Erin Keefe and Mr. Osmo Vänskä
Jan and Bob Keefe^

Lawrence and Toba Kerson
C. Justin Miller*
Ms. Andrea Nobil
Mr. Chad Shampine and Mr. Jeffrey Ferrell
Samuel and Kate Sidewater
Harold and Emily Starr^
Mark N. Steinberger and Ann C. Lebowitz
Ellen J. Steiner
Lawrence Tarlow*

Robert Zimet
Benjamin E. Zuckerman and Marian Robinson

Friends Circle I
$1,250 to $2,499

Miriam and Peter Burwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Clifton
Dr. Stuart and Carol Cohn
Frank and Margery Cooper
Sandra and Michael Dean^

Drs. Jonas and Susan Ellenberg
Judith and Daniel Francis
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Friedland
Joe and Kathy Gallagher
Susan L. Graham
Adele Aron Greenspun
Kate Hall
Mrs. Katie and Mr. Mark Kessler^
Jim and Jane Knox^

William Lake Leonard
Michele Levin*

Fran and Leon Levy

Allison Nelson Loebbaka*

Joan W. Mackie
Sandy and David Marshall
Joseph and Jeanne McGinn
Alan Morrison*

Stephanie Shirvan Pious and Charles Pious
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Rash
Jay and Gretchen Riley
Katherine  Rouse
Katie and Tony Schaeffer
Helen E. Scott
Mark Russell Smith* and  
 Ellen Dinwiddie Smith*

Patricia* and R.V. “Bud” Stone
Mrs. Eva-Maria Tausig
Thomas and Patricia Vernon
Eloise Wood

DONORS
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TRIBUTE GIFTS
Many generous friends of Curtis make their gifts “In memory of” or “In honor of” faculty, 
alumni, friends, and family. We recognize these thoughtful tributes of $500 or more below. (This 
list includes gifts received between June 1, 2023 to September 12, 2023.)

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Dorothy Givens
John J. Givens*

In memory of Andrea de Lancie
Leila Christine Grad, M.D. Charitable Fund

In memory of Joseph de Pasquale*

Mark Cedel*^

In memory of Rosamonde^ and  
 Orlando*^ Cole
Mr. Joseph E. Somogyi

In memory of Eloy Jose Diaz*

Alyce Diaz

Honorary Gifts

In honor of Mark Rubenstein
Daisy M. Soros

In honor of Lisa C. Liem
Eric and Lenora Hume

In honor of Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence N. Weiss

In honor of Jonathan Coopersmith
Ms. Katie F. Kessler

In honor of Mignon Groch
George Groch

DONORS
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CORPORATE PARTNERS, FOUNDATIONS, AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
We deeply appreciate the gifts from the following corporations, organizations, foundations, and 
government agencies. Their generosity supports the financial health and vibrancy of programs 
essential to the Curtis Institute of Music. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2022  
and September 12, 2023.)

$100,000+

Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
The Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation
Hauser Foundation

The Principal Financial Group
Wyncote Foundation

$25,000 to $99,999

Bessemer Trust
Julian A. and Lois G. Brodsky Foundation
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
CHG Charitable Trust
Syde Hurdus Foundation, Inc.
National Philanthropic Trust

Pennsylvania Tourism Office
Harold and Helene Schonberg Pianist  
 Scholarship Trust
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Zerhouni Family Foundation

$10,000 to $24,000

Robert Carwithen Music Foundation
Educational Opportunities, Inc.
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Friends of the Wanamaker Organ
Janney Montgomery Scott Inc.
Jephson Educational Trusts
Jewish Community Foundation of San Diego
W.M. Keck Foundation

Landes Family Foundation
Leo Model Foundation
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency
Suzanne F. Roberts Cultural Development Fund
Samson Foundation
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Zisman Family Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Connelly Foundation
Council for Canadian-American Relations
Crewcial Partners LLC
Marguerite Festorazzi Trust
JKG Florida Business Corp

Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia
Nyheim Family Foundation
PNC Bank Foundation
Peggy and Ellis Wachs Family Foundation

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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$2,500 to $4,999

Selma Ankist Family Trust
Jackson National Life Insurance Company
Rinaldi Family, Jacobs Music

The Presser Foundation
Sidewater Family Foundation, Inc.

$1,500 to $2,499

Blackbaud Giving Fund
Catherine R. and Anthony A.  
 Clifton Foundation
Ernst & Elfriede Frank Foundation
Harold and Elaine Friedland Foundation
Haverford Trust

John A. and Catherine M. Koten Foundation
The McCausland Foundation
Nutmeg Container Corporation
Rittenhouse Foundation
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and  
 Southern New Jersey

CURTIS COLLECTIONS
We are ever grateful to the following donors who have contributed an instrument or other 
material gift to Curtis’s collections. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2023 and 
September 12, 2023.)

Bonnie Asher
CHG Charitable Trust
Alyce Diaz, in honor of Eloy Jose Diaz*

Carol and Howard Lidz

Heide I. Rice
Shirlee S. Schachtel
Arnold Steinhardt*

DONORS
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THE FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
Following in the visionary and extraordinary footsteps of Mary Louise Curtis Bok, the Founder’s 
Society honors all who have included the Curtis Institute of Music as a beneficiary under their 
wills, trusts, life-insurance policies, retirement plans, and other estate-planning arrangements. 
Curtis greatly appreciates their forward-thinking commitment to Curtis. (List complete as of 
September 12, 2023.)

Anonymous (6)
Carolyn Stanford Adams*
James R. Adler*
Nina+ and William A. Albert
Tobe Amsterdam
Charles A. Armitage*

Audrey Axinn*

Eileen M. Baird+

Edith W. Barnes
Joanne DiMaria Bates*
Frank S. Bayley+

Joel D. Beaver
Peter A. Benoliel
George R. Bernato, Ph.D.
Charlotte H. Biddle
Dr. Claire Boasi
Blair J. Bollinger*
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Edwin H.+ and Joyce M.  
 Bowers
David E. Brinson
Steven and Colleen Brooks
Anthony J. Brown
Louis M. Brown+

Andrew D. Brownstein
Pauline A. Candaux
Norman Carol*
Robert J. Carwithen*+

Mark Cedel*
Anthony P. Checchia*

Dr. and Mrs. Harris R.  
 Clearfield
Patricia Conway
James and Cynthia Cook
Margaret S. Cooke

Peter S. Cressman
Julie P. Curson
Miles* and Susan Davis
Susan D. DeCamp
Joan DeJean
Roberto Díaz*

Evan and Mary Ann Dunnell
Bernard L. Edelstein+

Stephen* and Mrs. Josephine  
 Edwards
Frederick and Barbara+  
 Engstrom
Anne C. Ewers
W. Rowe+ and Anne T.  
 Fesperman
Bayard R. Fiechter
Barbara+ and Leonard Frank
Beverly Werner Freeman
Marie E. Frey
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edith Evans Frumin*

Dinah F. Fulton
Andrew G. Geoghegan
George W. Gephart Jr.
John J. Givens*
Elizabeth P. Glendinning+

Barbara A. Gold*, in honor of  
 Eleanor B. Sokoloff *^+

Rachel Bok Goldman
Dr. Harriet Goodman^

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Gary* and Naomi+ Graffman
Adele H. Gray
Daron Aric Hagen*

Nancy S. Halpern
Daniel Hansburg, Esq.,  
 in honor of Rudolf ^+ and 
 Peter*+ Serkin
Laura C. Hart
Helene Hathaway Layton
Carol A. Hauptfuhrer
Rita E. and Gustave M.+  
 Hauser
Gary and Linda Hauze^

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G.+  
 Heinzen
Alan and Nancy Hirsig+

Karolyn Kirksey Holler+
Marsha Hunter*
Michele Hyk-Farlow
Nancy and Rodney Johnson
Lois Gering Jungas*
Tonu Kalam*

Plato S.*+ and Dorothy  
 Krebill* Karayanis
Carole W. and Samuel H.  
 Karsch
D. Scott+ and Carol Kelley
Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.
Peter King
Kenneth Kogan
Deborah Komins
Judy Krasnov
Felix G.*+ and Marcia H.  
 Kraus
Zelda Sue Kremer+
Ronald E. Kressman*

Ottilie V. Laden+ 

Robin+ and Kathie Ledwith
Bong S. Lee, M.D.

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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Owen and Chieh Chang* Lee
Gerry+ and Marguerite Lenfest
Michael Licitra
Carol S. and Howard L. Lidz
Gie and Lisa Liem^

William A. Loeb
Gary Logsdon*

Sandra and David Marshall
Mr.+  and Mrs. James M.  
 Matarese
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  
 McCarthy
Evelyn L. McCarty*

Dr. Donald G. McDonald*+

Daniel S. McDougall*
David McGill*
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil+
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Phyllis Melhado
Madelyn Mignatti
Edward and Susan+  
 Montgomery
Joan M. Moran and William  
 J. Fenza+

James H. Kelleher and Derrik  
 R. G. Morris
Alan Morrison*

Barbara Moskow*

William S. Mulherin and  
 Joseph F. Baker

Ronald+ and Barbara Nelson
C. Richard Neu
John A. Nyheim+

Jennifer Orchard*

John N. Park
Joan Lardner Paul
R. Anderson Pew+

B. J. Phillips
Sharman Plesner*
Robert Pollack
John W. Pruett*
Cynthia Raim*

Claudia C. Rash
Helen K. Rehl
Heide Rice, M.D.*
Martin Riskin
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Dr. Harry Rosenthal
Mrs. Samuel R. Rossman+

Joanne Rubel
Brett Rubinson
Karen Saler
Constance Scheurer
Cecilia Segawa Seigle
Michael and Julie Serber^
Robert and Joan Shaffer
Richard A. Shapp*

Martha J. Sheil*
Peter B. Shevell, in honor of  
 Dorothea Posel

Samuel R. Shipley
Lisa Karen Shusko
Steven P. Singer, M.D. and  
 Alan Salzman, M.D.
Ronald D. Smith, M.D.
Amanda W. Smoot
Dr. Noel Snyder*
Martin P. Stepper*
Charles Sterne III+

Mr.+ and Mrs. Josiah  
 Stevenson IV
Erna Szekeres
Arlene and Irving+ Tashlick
James Testa
Shirley Trepel*
Benita Valente*

Thomas G. Waldman+

Claudia Walker*
Penelope Wike Watkins
Mr. and Mrs.+ Emanuel  
 Weinstein
Robert J. Weiner
Alex*+ and Marguerite Wilson
Eleanor Winslow
Dr. Thomas Wolf
Elizabeth A. Wright
Efrem Zimbalist III
Marian Robinson and  
 Benjamin E. Zuckerman
Raymond and Joan Zumoff

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS



3

Join Curtis Symphony Orchestra 
for two more performances this season! 
Visit CURTIS.EDU to learn more. 

2023–24 SEASON TIME TO DISCOVER

BEETHOVEN, ORTIZ, 
AND BARBER
JAN 27, 2024
SAT AT 3 P.M.

MICHAEL STERN, CONDUCTOR
PAMELA FRANK, VIOLIN
CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

GABRIELA ORTIZ
BARBER
BEETHOVEN

Kauyumari
Symphony No. 1 (In One Movement), Op. 9 
Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 61

Program

RA, MACKEY, AND 
TCHAIKOVSKY

MAR 9, 2024
SAT AT 3 P.M.

ROBERT SPANO, CONDUCTOR
JIJI, GUITAR

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

JAMES RA
STEVEN MACKEY
TCHAIKOVSKY

Te Deum, premiere
Concerto for Electric Guitar, premiere
Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 (“Pathétique”)

Program

A CELEBRATION OF ORCHESTRAL SPLENDOR

ELECTRIFYING VIRTUOSITY



Curtis Symphony Orchestra and  
Curtis Opera Theatre are  

proud to partner with Frederick Haas  
and the Wyncote Foundation  
on this season’s performances.


