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ABOUT CURTIS

Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to our second Curtis 
Symphony Orchestra concert of the 2023–24 school year. 
These incredibly talented musicians are some of the most 
promising young artists from across the globe. But while 
their talent is unmistakable, what perhaps truly sets them 
apart is their unparalleled enthusiasm and excitement for 
playing music together, and we can’t wait to share that joy 
with you this afternoon. 

Today’s concert features one of the repertoire's most 
popular and influential symphonies, Hector Berlioz’s 
revolutionary Symphonie fantastique. In addition, you’ll 
also hear the first symphony of Samuel Barber, an early 
graduate of Curtis and a composer dear to our hearts. 
And first on the program is the Philadelphia premiere 
of Gabriela Ortiz’s Kauyumari, under the baton of 
Benoit Gauthier, conducting fellow. This concert truly 
exemplifies the invaluable experience our students gain through a range of repertoire, and they are 
excited to share their work with you today. 

There are so many more Curtis performances ahead of us this year—we hope you can join 
us often! Of course, all of these performances are made possible thanks to the generous support 
of friends like you. We are immensely grateful for the time and resources that you invest in our 
students and our school. Thank you for all you do for Curtis. 

All my very best,

Roberto Díaz (Viola '84) 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair 
James and Betty Matarese Chair in Viola Studies

WELCOME
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ABOUT CURTIS

At the Curtis Institute of Music, the world’s most talented 
young musicians develop into exceptional artists, creators, 
and innovators. 

With a tuition-free foundation, Curtis is a unique environment for teaching and learning. 
Curtis is a small school by design, where students realize their artistic potential through 
intensive, individualized study with the most renowned, sought-after faculty. 

Animated by a learn by doing philosophy, Curtis students share their music with audiences 
through more than 100 performances each year, including solo and chamber recitals, 
orchestral concerts, and opera—all free or at an affordable cost—offering audiences unique 
opportunities to participate in pivotal moments in these young musicians’ careers. 

In addition to a wealth of performance opportunities, Curtis students experience a close 
connection to the greatest artists and organizations in classical music, and innovative 
initiatives that integrate new technologies and encourage entrepreneurship—all within an 
historic campus in the heart of culturally rich Philadelphia.

In this diverse, collaborative community, Curtis’s extraordinary artists challenge, support, 
and inspire one another—continuing an unparalleled 100-year legacy of musicians who have 
led, and will lead, classical music into a thriving, equitable, and multidimensional future. 

Learn more at Curtis.edu. 

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Combining outstanding talent with unparalleled enthusiasm for making music together, 
the Curtis Symphony Orchestra is a cornerstone of the Curtis Institute of Music experience 
and an essential part of Philadelphia’s brilliant cultural landscape. For 100 years, our 
extraordinary students have honed their skills and expanded their musical horizons as they 
prepare for professional careers with the world’s leading orchestras and chamber ensembles. 
Under the mentorship of internationally renowned conductors, including Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, Osmo Vänskä, Marin Alsop, Simon Rattle, and Robert Spano, Curtis students 
present audiences with an array of inspiring programing, ranging from the time-honored to 
dynamic new works.
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Curtis Symphony Orchestra
PRESENTS

Berlioz, Ortiz, and Barber

This concert runs approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes, including one intermission. 

Guest conductor appearances for each Curtis Symphony Orchestra performance are made possible 
by the Rita E. and Gustave M. Hauser Chair in Conducting Studies. 

Orchestral concerts are supported by the Pennsylvania Tourism Office, the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts, and the Jack Wolgin Curtis Orchestral Concerts Endowment Fund.

Photographic and recording equipment may not be used in Verizon Hall.

Michael Stern (’86), conductor

Benoit Gauthier, conductor

Saturday, January 27, 2024 
at 3:00 p.m.

Verizon Hall, Kimmel Center
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GABRIELA ORTIZ
Kauyumari
Philadelphia premiere

Benoit Gauthier, conductor

SAMUEL BARBER (’34)
First Symphony (In One Movement), Op. 9

Michael Stern, conductor

Intermission

HECTOR BERLIOZ
Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14

Rêveries, Passions (Daydreams, Passions)
Un bal (A Ball)
Scène aux champs (In the Fields)
Marche au supplice (March to the Scaffold)
Songe d’une nuit du sabbat (Sabbath Night’s Dream)

Michael Stern, conductor

PROGRAM

Kauyumari by Gabriela Ortiz is used by arrangement with Boosey and Hawkes.

First Symphony by Samuel Barber presented under license from G. Schirmer Inc. and  
Associated Music Publishers, copyright owners.
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Kauyumari 
Gabriela Ortiz (b. 1964)

Among the Huichol people of Mexico, 
Kauyumari means “blue deer.” The blue 
deer represents a spiritual guide, one 
that is transformed through an extended 
pilgrimage into a hallucinogenic cactus 
called peyote. It allows the Huichol to 
communicate with their ancestors, do their 
bidding, and take on their role as guardians 
of the planet. Each year, these Native 
Mexicans embark on a symbolic journey 
to “hunt” the blue deer, making offerings 
in gratitude for having been granted access 
to the invisible world, through which they 
also are able to heal the wounds of the soul.

When I received the commission from 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic to compose 
a piece that would reflect on our return 
to the stage following the pandemic, I 
immediately thought of the blue deer 
and its power to enter the world of the 
intangible as akin to a celebration of the 
reopening of live music. Specifically, I 
thought of a Huichol melody sung by 
the De La Cruz family—dedicated to 
recording ancestral folklore—that I used 
for the final movement of my piece, 
Altar de Muertos (Altar of the Dead), 
commissioned by the Kronos String 
Quartet in 1997.

I used this material within the orchestral 
context and elaborated on the construction 
and progressive development of the 
melody and its accompaniment in such 
a way that it would symbolize the blue 
deer. This in turn was transformed into an 
orchestral texture which gradually evolves 
into a complex rhythm pattern, to such 
a degree that the melody itself becomes 
unrecognizable (the imaginary effect of 
peyote and our awareness of the invisible 
realm), giving rise to a choral wind section 
while maintaining an incisive rhythmic 
accompaniment as a form of reassurance 
that the world will naturally follow its 
course.

While composing this piece, I noted 
once again how music has the power to 
grant us access to the intangible, healing 
our wounds and binding us to what can 
only be expressed through sound.

Although life is filled with interruptions, 
Kauyumari is a comprehension and 
celebration of the fact that each of these 
rifts is also a new beginning.

—Gabriela Ortiz
5 minutes 

PROGRAM NOTES
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First Symphony (In One Movement), Op. 9  
Samuel Barber (1910–81)

In August of 1935, as a young Samuel 
Barber (’34) sojourned in Camden, 
Maine with fellow Curtis alumnus, 
composer, and life partner Gian Carlo 
Menotti (’33), he began the sketches of 
what he described as “an orchestra piece 
of ambitious tendencies.” Three months 
earlier, the 25-year-old had been honored 
with two prestigious awards—a Pulitzer 
travel scholarship and the American Prix de 
Rome—the latter of which would change 
the trajectory of his burgeoning career, 
sending him to the American Academy in 
Rome. There, at the arts institution and 
within his quaint yellow Italian music 
studio, with an annual stipend of $1,400, 
he furthered his studies and continued to 
compose for the next two years.

On February 24, 1936, in Roquebrune, 
France, after traveling around Europe, 
he put the finishing touches on the 
manuscript of his First Symphony, and on 
December 13, the premiere was held at the 
Villa Aurelia with the Augusteo Orchestra 
under the baton of conductor Bernardino 
Molinari. The audience reaction was 
split down the middle, some praising the 
work and offering effusive applause and 
others audibly hissing in protest. Barber 
later remarked that he felt the Italians 
generally thought it was “too dark-toned, 
too Nordic,” but that didn’t stymie its 
programmatic future. The following year, 
in 1937, the work was performed by 
the Cleveland Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, the London Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Vienna Philharmonic at 
the Salzburg Festival, where it was warmly 
received and positively reviewed. 

This soaring First Symphony is a 
muscular, tightly constructed, Neo-
Romantic piece that packs a powerful 
wallop within the span of twenty minutes, 
condensing the dramatic intensity, 
delicacy, and sweeping grandeur of a 
traditional four-movement symphony 
into one. Igniting with a series of wide-
open fifths, the work’s Allegro non troppo 
section introduces the main theme, an 
apparent homage to Finnish composer 
Jean Sibelius’s Seventh Symphony—Barber 
coincidentally analyzed that work alongside 
the original Maine sketches of this piece—
which unfolds with an expansive octave 
leap, forming the groundwork for the 
entire symphony as it progresses in one 
continuous arc. 

In the first of these interior “movements,” 
the main theme, wildly aggressive yet 
majestic, gives way to an angular, dance-
like scherzo before a sustained B-flat in 
the tympani introduces a rapturous lyrical 
allegro molto theme. The cellos and harp 
accompany the English horns and violas 
as a sonorous oboe soars over a bed of 
gossamer muted strings and is augmented 
in a somber Andante tranquillo, appearing 
out of the ether. The rousing, brassy finale 
(presto in perpetual motion) begins with 
a quasi-Passacaglia introduced by the 
double basses and cellos, as the strings 
and brass fold into one another in a sense 
of heightened drama. All three themes 
ultimately unite, tying the Symphony's 
beginning to its explosive conclusion.  

—Ryan Lathan
21 minutes

PROGRAM NOTES
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Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14  
Hector Berlioz (1803–69)

Poor Berlioz: The only thing worse than 
harboring an unrequited love for a celebrity 
is having that love returned, and ending 
up locked in a frustrating marriage for 
twenty-one years with someone who was 
probably a mismatch in the first place. In 
Berlioz’s case it was a gorgeous Irish actress 
named Harriet Smithson, whom he saw 
in Paris productions of Hamlet and Romeo 
and Juliet in 1827. Though he barely 
understood a word of the English-language 
originals, by the third act of Romeo he was 
in love with Juliet. Or so he claimed, in 
his usual hyperbolic Romantic mode of 
expression.

“Half suffocated by emotion,” he wrote, 
“with the grip of an iron hand upon my 
heart, I cried out to myself, ‘I am lost! I 
am lost!”’ They finally met two years later 
and spent several passionate years together; 
alas, their long, turbulent marriage ended 
in separation. The revolutionary Symphonie 
fantastique became the story of his life with 
and love for Harriet—thus the subtitle, 
“Episodes in the Life of an Artist.”

Berlioz composed with desperate speed, 
borrowing musical materials from his 
own previous works as he went along. It 
was the first full-blown programmatic 
symphony of the Romantic period; no 
previous piece had worked out a storyline 
in such relentless detail. To make certain 
his intentions were clear, Berlioz printed 
the tale and distributed it to the audience 
at the premiere on December 5, 1830.

“The composer’s intention has been to 
develop various episodes in the life of an 
artist, insofar as they lend themselves to 

musical treatment,” Berlioz wrote. “As 
the work cannot rely on the assistance 
of speech, the plan of the instrumental 
drama needs to be set out in advance. 
The following program must therefore 
be considered as the spoken text of an 
opera, which serves to introduce musical 
movements and to motivate their character 
and expression.”

Thus at its heart, the Symphonie is a 
dramatic work, an orchestral expression 
by a composer who had yet to score any 
genuine successes at the Paris Opéra, and 
who found, in this work, an outlet for his 
dramatic gifts. It also featured some of 
the most daring harmonic and orchestral 
effects to date, less shocking today but still 
remarkable to hear. At its musical core 
is what Berlioz had called the idée fixe, 
the chief melodic motif that represents 
Harriet. Below is a condensed version of 
the composer’s own program note, which 
was published in the first printed edition of 
the symphony.

First Movement: Daydreams, Passions
The composer imagines that a young 

musician, troubled by that spiritual 
sickness which a famous writer has called 
“the emptiness of passions” sees for the 
first time a woman who possesses all the 
charms of the ideal being he has dreamed 
of, and falls desperately in love with her. 
… The beloved vision never appears to the 
artist's mind except in association with 
a musical idea, in which he perceives the 
same character—impassioned, yet refined 
and diffident—that he attributes to the 
object of his love. This melodic image 

PROGRAM NOTES
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and its model pursue him unceasingly 
like a double “fixed idea.” That is why the 
tune at the beginning of the first Allegro 
constantly recurs in every movement of the 
symphony. …

Second Movement: A Ball
The artist is placed in the most varied 

circumstances: amid the hubbub of a 
carnival; in peaceful contemplation of 
the beauty of nature—but everywhere, in 
town, in the meadows, the beloved vision 
appears before him, bringing trouble to his 
soul.

Third Movement: In the Fields
One evening in the country, he hears 

in the distance two shepherds playing a 
pastoral song; this duet, the effect of his 
surroundings, the slight rustle of the trees 
gently stirred by the wind … all combine 
to bring an unfamiliar peace to his heart, 
and a more cheerful color to his thoughts. 
He thinks of his loneliness; he hopes soon 
to be alone no longer. … But suppose she 
deceives him! This mixture of hope and 
fear, these thoughts of happiness disturbed 
by a dark foreboding, form the subject 
of the Adagio. At the end, one of the 
shepherds again takes up the song. The 
other no longer answers. … Sounds of 
distant thunder … solitude … silence.

Fourth Movement: March to the Scaffold
The artist, now knowing beyond all 

doubt that his love is not returned, poisons 
himself with opium. The dose of the 
narcotic, too weak to take his life, plunges 
him into a sleep accompanied by the most 

horrible visions. He dreams that he has 
killed the woman he loved, and that he 
is condemned to death, brought to the 
scaffold, and witnesses his own execution. 
The procession is accompanied by a march 
that is sometimes fierce and somber, 
sometimes stately and brilliant. … At the 
end of the march, the first four bars of the 
idée fixe recur like a last thought of love.

Fifth Movement: Sabbath Night’s Dream
He sees himself at the witches’ sabbath, 

in the midst of a ghastly crowd of spirits, 
sorcerers, and monsters of every kind, 
assembled for his funeral. Strange noises, 
groans, bursts of laughter, far-off shouts 
to which other shouts seem to reply . The 
beloved tune appears once more, but it 
has lost its character of refinement and 
diffidence; it has become nothing but a 
common dance tune, trivial and grotesque; 
it is she who has come to the sabbath. ... 
A roar of joy greets her arrival. … She 
mingles with the devilish orgy. … Funeral 
knell, ludicrous parody of the Dies irae, 
sabbath dance. The sabbath dance and the 
Dies irae in combination.

—Copyright © 2009 Paul Horsley
50 minutes  5 movements

PROGRAM NOTES



10

BIOGRAPHIES



11

Michael Stern
CONDUCTOR

Conductor Michael Stern has long been 
devoted to building and leading highly 
acclaimed orchestras known not only for 
their impeccable musicianship and creative 
programming, but also for collaborative, 
sustainable cultures that often include a vision 
of music as service to the community. Mr. Stern 
currently holds three music director positions: 
with the Kansas City Symphony, where he 
concludes his 19-year tenure at the end of this 
season; with the National Repertory Orchestra, 
a summer music festival in Breckenridge, 
CO; and with the newly rebranded Orchestra 
Lumos (formerly the Stamford Symphony). 
Mr. Stern was recently named artistic advisor 
of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. And, 
following a 22-year tenure as founding artistic 
director of Iris Orchestra in Germantown, 
Tennessee, he now serves the newly reimagined 
Iris Collective as artistic advisor.

As part of his ongoing activities to engage 
and mentor young musicians, he was asked by 
Yo-Yo Ma to be the music director of YMCG, 
Youth Music Culture Guangdong; he was also 
invited to the National Orchestral Institute, 
Music Academy of the West, and has been a 
regular guest at the Aspen Music Festival and 
School.

Mr. Stern’s illustrious American conducting 
engagements have included the Boston, 
Chicago and Atlanta Symphonies; the New 
York Philharmonic; and the Minnesota 
Orchestra. Mr. Stern has also served as guest 
conductor with the Philadelphia Orchestra.  
Internationally, he has led major orchestras in 
London, Stockholm, Paris, Helsinki, Budapest, 
Israel, Moscow, Taiwan, and Tokyo. He was 
chief conductor of Germany’s Saarbrücken 
Radio Symphony Orchestra and principal guest 
conductor of the Orchestre National de Lyon 
and the Orchestre National de Lille, both in 
France.

Mr. Stern received his music degree from the 
Curtis Institute of Music in 1986, where his 
primary teacher was the noted conductor and 
scholar Max Rudolf. 

Benoit Gauthier
CONDUCTOR

Benoit Gauthier, from Baie-Comeau, Quebec, 
entered the Curtis Institute of Music in 
2023 and studies conducting with Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin. All students at Curtis receive 
merit-based, full-tuition scholarships, and 
Mr. Gauthier is the Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow.

Mr. Gauthier began his studies at the École 
de musique du Côte-Nord, where he studied 
classical singing, guitar, saxophone, flute, 
violin, viola, and cello. He earned a certificate 
in orchestral conducting under Gilles Auger 
from the Conservatoire de musique et d’art 
dramatique du Québec and completed his 
flute studies with Jacinthe Forand and Richard 
Lapointe.

Mr. Gauthier is the founder, conductor, and 
artistic director of the Orchestre symphonique 
de la Côte-Nord. He created the orchestra to 
provide his native region with a professional-
level cultural experience. In 2023, he created 
two colorful youth shows: L'histoire d’un 
casse-noisette (The Story of a Nutcracker) and 
Babar et quelques autres notes (Babar and some 
other notes), the latter inspired by the work 
of composer François Poulenc and currently 
on tour in Quebec. He has benefited from 
the mentorship of composer and conductor 
Bramwell Tovey. Mr. Gauthier has conducted 
the Orchestre symphonique de Québec and the 
Orchestre symphonique de Laval, in addition 
to participating in the Berlin Opera Academy 
as an assistant conductor. Since 2021, he has 
been a member of the Orchestral Conducting 
Academy of the Orchestre Métropolitain de 
Montréal under the direction of Yannick Nézet-
Séguin. 

BIOGRAPHIES
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CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN
Sameer Agrawal
Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Leah Amory
Fellowship from an 
Anonymous Donor

Maya Anjali Buchanan
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz 
Fellowship

I-Hao Cheng
Martin and Sarah Taylor 
Fellowship

Alexandra Cooreman
Milka Violin Artist 
Fellowship

Corina Deng
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Lingyu Dong *
William M. Hollis Principal 
Chair

Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Anaïs Feller
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jacques Forestier
Thomas D. Watkins 
Fellowship

Yiyang Hou +
Hollis Family Principal Chair

Herbert R. and Evelyn 
Axelrod Fellowship

Emmalena Huning
Yvonne Druian Fellowship

Zhenyi Jiang
Joseph and Marie Field 
Fellowship

Gawon Kim
Efrem Zimbalist 
Fellowship

Sooeon Kim
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Na Hyun Della Kyun
Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellowship

Yesong Sophie Lee
Michael and Cecilia 
Iacovella Capuzzi 
Memorial Fellowship

Hairui Lei
Jean J. Sterne Fellowship

Boha Moon
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Haerim Oh
Mundheim Family 
Fellowship

Jonathan Okseniuk
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jieon Park
Milka Violin Artist 
Fellowship

Michael Shaham
Max M. and Marjorie 
S. Fisher Foundation 
Fellowship

Dongyoung Jake Shim
Dorothea and Ray Posel 
Fellowship

Hannah Tam
Demeng Foundation 
Fellowship

Dandan Jingfei Wang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Dindin Jingyi Wang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Huei-Chiao 
Christina Yang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Jinyoung Yoon
John S. Price Fellowship

Himari Yoshimura
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

VIOLA
Chih-Ta Chen
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Soyoung Cho
Mimi Lane and Robert 
Durham Fellowship

Sofia Gilchenok
Tobe Amsterdam 
Fellowship

Jiwon Grace Kim
Sueyun and Gene Locks 
Fellowship

Sumin Kim
Edna Harkness Fellowship

Yizilin Liang ◊◊

Bok Foundation 
Fellowship

Annis Cheuk Lam Ma ◊
Independence Foundation 
Chair

Bernice and Howard 
Levinson Fellowship

Davin Mar
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Haneul Park
Cecilia Segawa Seigle 
Fellowship

Dillon Scott
Mark E. Rubenstein 
Fellowship

Alyssa Warcup
Edward Montgomery 
Fellowship

Emad Zolfaghari
Elaine W. Camarda and 
A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Fellowship

CELLO
Hun Choi
Jacqueline du Pré 
Memorial Fellowship

Matthew Christakos
Joseph Druian Fellowship

Vincent Garcia-
Hettinger
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Romain-Olivier Gray
Maurice Gendron 
Memorial Fellowship

Jiayin He ◊◊

Demeng Foundation 
Fellowship

Joan Herget
Carol Coe Conway 
Memorial Fellowship

TaeYeon Rachel Kim
Jeanette S. Epstein 
Memorial Fellowship

Ania Lewis ◊
Nina B. Hollis Principal 
Chair

Gie and Lisa Liem 
Fellowship

Carson Ling-Efird
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Laura Navasardian
William A. Loeb 
Fellowship

Elliot Sloss
Peter King Fellowship

Nygel Witherspoon
Richard A. Doran 
Fellowship

DOUBLE BASS
Hanxiao Deng
Carrie L. Tolson Memorial 
Fellowship

Alexander Heather ◊◊

Anthony B. Creamer III 
Fellowship
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Jason Henery
Nina von Maltzahn 
Fellowship

Christian Luevano
Albert M. Greenfield 
Fellowship

Dimitrios Mattas
Florence and Milton Levy 
Fellowship

William McGregor
Shaun F. O’Malley 
Fellowship

Tobias Vigneau ◊
Hollis Family Principal 
Chair

Robert Montgomery Scott 
Fellowship

FLUTE
Julin Cheung
Gerry and Marguerite 
Lenfest Fellowship

Emily DeNucci
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Eunah Kim
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Xiaoxi Annie Li
Huldah Bender Kerner, 
M.D. Fellowship

Anastasia Samsel
Julius Baker Fellowship

OBOE
Izaiah Cheeran
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Christopher Correa
Gephart Family Fellowship

Ben Price
Anderson and Daria Pew 
Fellowship

Cameron Slaton
Laura and Bill Buck 
Fellowship

Oliver Talukder
William S. Mulherin 
and Joseph F. Baker 
Fellowship

CLARINET
Yejin Ahn
Felix Meyer Fellowship

Simon Bakos
Ruth and Eugene Helmer 
Fellowship

Alexander Erlich-
Herzog
Arlene and Irving Tashlick 
Fellowship

Hwaseop Jeong
Mark and Esther Kramer 
Fellowship

Tzu-Yi Yu
Valerija and Ladislaus 
Medveckis Fellowship

BASSOON
Asha Kline
David H. Springman 
Memorial Fellowship

Gabriel Nishikawa
William Curtis Bok 
Bassoon Fellowship

Diego Peña
Lester Henry Grundy 
Fellowship

Kahlan Yenney
Myer and Helen K. 
Schwartz Fellowship

Yesol (Joanna) Yi
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

HORN
Kristin Andlauer
Thomas and Patricia 
Vernon Fellowship

Elizabeth Crafton
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Nicholas Ivy
Alice Madge and William 
J. Middleton Fellowship

Christine Ott
Bob and Caro Rock 
Fellowship

Marcus Shaw
Bernard M. Guth 
Fellowship

TRUMPET
Justin Bernardi
Harry L. and Cecilia F. 
Slavin Fellowship

Dasara Beta
Mary Louise Curtis Bok 
Fellowship

Franz Maury
Louisa Knapp Curtis 
Fellowship

Raúl Orellana
Abigail Rebecca Zubrow 
Cohen Memorial 
Fellowship

Chris Petrella
Sandra G. and David G. 
Marshall Fellowship

TROMBONE
Xiuzhang Charlie Cao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Diogo Fernandes
Dorothy J. del Bueno 
Fellowship

Derek Gullett
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Noah Urquidi,
bass trombone
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

TUBA
Ethan Marmolejos
Dr. Bong S. Lee Fellowship

TIMPANI AND 
PERCUSSION
Pengyu Bao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Maxence Dauriat
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Tae McLoughlin
Stanley and Bertha 
Rogasner Fellowship

Xiang Ni
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Zachary Thomas
J. Oliver Lewis Memorial 
Fellowship

HARP
Daniel Benedict
Maryjane Mayhew Barton 
Fellowship

Maya Lindsey
Marilyn Costello Memorial 
Fellowship

Claire Thai
L. Daniel Dannenbaum 
Fellowship

CONDUCTING 
FELLOWS
Benoit Gauthier
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

Micah Gleason
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

The guest conductor for 
each Curtis Symphony 
Orchestra performance is 
made possible by the Rita 
E. and Gustave M. Hauser 
Chair.

* concertmaster
+ principal second violin
◊ principal
◊◊ associate principal
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COMPOSITION
Leigha Amick
Jimmy Brent Fellowship

Alistair Coleman
Daniel W. Dietrich II 
Composition Fellowship

Delfin Demiray
Edith Evans Braun 
Composition Fellowship

Maya Miro Johnson
John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation Fellowship

Adrian Wong
Milton L. Rock 
Composition Fellowship

GUITAR
Ruqi Jiang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Muxin Li
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Radomir 
Romashkov-Danilov
Arthur and Hilda Stander 
Fellowship

Xingxing Yao
Emilio Gravagno Fellowship

ORGAN
Andy Brown
Mrs. Cary William Bok 
Fellowship

Daniel Carroll
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Alexander Leonardi
Dr. Mi-Wha Lee Fellowship

Sarah Palmer
Stephanie Yen-Mun Liem 
Azar Fellowship

Isabella Isza Wu
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

PIANO
Elias Ackerley
Gay Elliot Scott Fellowship

Kārlis Bukovskis
John J. Medveckis 
Fellowship

Fiona Yangyue 
Cheen
Jean J. Sterne Fellowship

Avery Gagliano
Dr. Samuel R. and Mrs. 
Beatrice S. Rossman 
Fellowship

CharmHee Han
Ralph Berkowitz 
Fellowship

Delvan Lin
Karolyn Kirksey Holler 
Fellowship

Cristian Makhuli
William A. Horn, M.D. 
Fellowship

Anton Mejias
Eileen Flissler Memorial 
Fellowship

Elijah Orlenko
Wike Family Fellowship

Nachuan Tao
Gerry and Marguerite 
Lenfest Fellowship

Kai-Lang Yang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Lynn Ye
Harold and Helene 
Schonberg Fellowship

Eunseo Yoo
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Adrian Zaragoza
Hirsig Family Fellowship

VOCAL STUDIES
Jackson Allen
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Landry Allen
Alfred Greenberg 
Memorial Fellowship

Emily Damasco
Carol S. and Howard L. 
Lidz Fellowship

Sarah Fleiss
Jack Wolgin Fellowship

Robert Frazier
Amaranth Foundation 
Fellowship

Evan Gray
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz 
Fellowship

Sam Higgins
Eula Mae Pharis Fellowship

Emilie Kealani
Walter and Leonore 
Annenberg Fellowship

Morgan-Andrew King
Margaret Aull Wynne and 
Milly E. Wynne Fellowship

Kylie Kreucher
Florence R. Laden 
Memorial Fellowship

Kate Li
Nellie Lee Bok Fellowship

Dalia Medovnikov
Edith Evans Frumin 
Fellowship

Maya Mor Mitrani
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

Shikta Mukherjee
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

Juliet Rand
Barbara Moskow Fellowship

Hongrui Ren
William Horne Fellowship

Nathan Schludecker
Arthur Tracy Fellowship

Juliette Tacchino
Lelia A. Wike Fellowship

Judah Taylor
Joseph Cairns Jr. and 
Ernestine Bacon Cairns 
Memorial Fellowship

Erik Tofte
William J. Fenza 
Fellowship

Katie Trigg
Mitchell Family Fellowship

Yulin Yan
Florence Kirk Keppel 
Fellowship

Judy Zhuo
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

QUARTET IN 
RESIDENCE
Nina von Maltzahn String 
Quartet Program

Erinys Quartet

Elizabeth Stewart, 
violin

Joosep Reimaa, violin

Marija Räisänen, viola

Stergios Theodoridis, 
cello

STUDENTS
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FACULTY

PERFORMANCE
Bassoon
Daniel Matsukawa*

Cello
Gary Hoffman
Nina and Billy Albert Chair in Cello 
Studies

Peter Wiley*
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D. Chair, in 
Honor of Orlando Cole

Clarinet
Anthony McGill*
William R. and Hyunah Yu Brody 
Distinguished Chair

Composition
Richard Danielpour
Nick DiBerardino*
Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Jonathan Bailey Holland*

Amy Beth Kirsten
Steven Mackey

Conducting
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, 
mentor conductor

Double Bass
Edgar Meyer
Harold Hall Robinson
A. Margaret Bok Chair in Double 
Bass Studies

Flute
Jeffrey Khaner

Guitar
David Starobin
Fondation Charidu Chair in Guitar 
Studies

Jason Vieaux

Harp
Elizabeth Hainen
Maryjane Mayhew Barton Chair in 
Harp Studies

Horn
Jeffrey Lang^

Jennifer Montone

Oboe
Katherine Needleman*

Philippe Tondre

Organ
Alan Morrison*
Haas Charitable Trust Chair in 
Organ Studies

Piano
Yefim Bronfman*
Neubauer Family Chair in Piano 
Studies

Michelle Cann*
Eleanor Sokoloff Chair in Piano 
Studies

Meng-Chieh Liu*
Sondra F. Matesky Chair in Piano 
Studies

Robert McDonald*
Penelope P. Watkins Chair in Piano 
Studies

Ignat Solzhenitsyn*

Timpani and Percussion
Ji Su Jung
Don Liuzzi
Eric Millstein

Trombone
Nitzan Haroz
Matthew Vaughn
Blair Bollinger*, bass trombone

Trumpet
David Bilger

Tuba
Craig Knox*

Paul Krzywicki

Viola
Misha Amory^

Roberto Díaz*
James and Betty Matarese Chair in 
Viola Studies

Ed Gazouleas*

Hsin-Yun Huang*^

Violin
Shmuel Ashkenasi*
Benjamin Beilman*

Pamela Frank*
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod Chair 
in Violin Studies

Ida Kavafian
Nina von Maltzahn Chair in Violin 
Studies

Erin Keefe*

Midori
Dorothy Richard Starling Chair in 
Violin Studies

Vocal Studies
Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

Principal Opera Coach

Stefano Baldasseroni
Matthieu Cognet
John Matsumoto Giampietro
Lisa Keller
Grant Loehnig
Susan Nowicki
Jinhyun Park
Reese Revak
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Ulrike Shapiro
Nikolay Verevkin
Ting Ting Wong

Voice Faculty
Shirley Close 
Julia Faulkner
Cynthia Hoffman
Jack Li Vigni
Sherry Overholt
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Mark Schnaible
Kevin Short*
Carol Vaness
Dolora Zajick

Chamber Music
Jeffrey Curnow, brass

Michael Rusinek*, woodwinds

Steven Tenenbom*, strings

Amy Yang*, piano

Dover Quartet
Penelope P. Watkins Ensemble in 
Residence

Joel Link*, violin

Bryan Lee*, violin

Julianne Lee*, viola

Camden Shaw*, cello

Imani Winds

Brandon Patrick George, flute

Toyin Spellman-Díaz, oboe

Kevin Newton, horn

Mark Dover, clarinet

Monica Ellis, bassoon

Secondary Harpsichord
Leon Schelhase

Improvisation
Jeffrey Brillhart

Instrumental Accompaniment
Jenny Chen*

Elena Jivaeva
Jungeun Kim, director of 
instrumental accompaniment

Yoni Levyatov

MUSICAL STUDIES
Jonathan Coopersmith, chair

Katelyn Bouska
Ke-Chia Chen*

Ashley Hsu*

Philip J. Kass, curator of string 
instruments

Ford Mylius Lallerstedt
David Middleton
Chris Rogerson*

Harvey Sachs
Keiko Sato*

Eric Sessler*

Manuel Sosa
Yu Xi Wang, director of keyboard 
studies

Thomas Weaver
Eric Wen
Julia Zavadsky

CAREER STUDIES
Mary Javian*, chair

Paul Bryan*

Michelle Cann*

Vince Ford
Field-McFadden Chair in Digital 
Studies

Imani Winds
Midori
Zachary Mowitz*

Bryan Rider
Louis Russo
Drew Schlegel
Emily Butler Waters
Christine Witkowski

LIBERAL ARTS
Jeanne M. McGinn
Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts  
(on sabbatical)

Norman Ellman
Tim Fitts
Gordana-Dana Grozdanic
Hannah LeClair
Mei Lu
Caroline Meline
Carla Puppin
Austin Rooney
Jeffrey Stein
Eva-Maria Swidler,  
interim chair

* alumnus/alumna        ^ Curtis parent
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STAFF

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Roberto Díaz*
President and Chief Executive Officer

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair

Julie Moerschel
Chief of Staff

PROVOST’S OFFICE
Ed Gazouleas*
Gie and Lisa Liem Artistic Director 
and Provost

Nick DiBerardino*
Dean

Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Mary Moon
Special Assistant to the Provost

Elijah Smith
Composition Associate

Admissions and Student Affairs
Paul Bryan*
Director of Assessment and 
Accreditation

Musician Life Cycle Consultant

Patricia Carpino
Senior Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs

Kei Fukuda
Musician Life Cycle Manager

Yvonne Fulmore
Registrar

Darin Kelly
Senior Director of Scheduling and 
Logistics Management

Veronica McAuley
Director of Student Financial 
Assistance

Richard McGovern
Manager of Student Life and 
International Affairs

Gianna Pannullo
Manager of Residence Life and  
Off-Campus Housing

Shea Scruggs*
Director of Institutional Research 
and Musician Experience

Chief Enrollment Officer

Amy Yang*
Associate Dean of Piano Studies 
and Artistic Initiatives

Artistic Production
Justin Bowen
Production and Artistic Operations 
Associate

Caleb Bradley
Orchestra Librarian

Jon Guenther
Chief Piano Technician

Hannah Horine
Director of Performance Activities

Keith Obaza
Director of Production, Vocal 
Studies and Curtis Opera Theatre

Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Olivia Rainoff
Orchestra Manager

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

David Schonberger*
Performance Activities Production 
Associate

Isabel Tague
Associate, Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Laura Vercelli
Senior Director of Administration 
and Operations, Vocal Studies and 
Curtis Opera Theatre

Jessica Wolford
Senior Director of Concert 
Production and Artistic Operations

Curriculum
Jonathan Coopersmith
Chair of Musical Studies

Mary Javian*
Chair of Career Studies

Jeanne M. McGinn
(on sabbatical)

Senior Associate Dean of 
Academics

Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts

Rock Resource Center
Peter Williams
Director of the Rock Resource Center

Judy Belland
Circulation Manager

Barbara Benedett
Senior Archivist

Sheralyn Milton 
Archives Intern

Aliyah Shanti
Assistant Librarian of Systems and 
Cataloging

Emily Butler Waters
Associate Dean, John de Lancie Library

DEVELOPMENT
Marci Generose
Managing Director of Development

Abigail Dickerson
Development Associate

Vince Evangelista
Associate Director of Individual 
Giving and Donor Engagement

Sherryl Fisher
Prospect Researcher

Carleton Gholz
Institutional Giving Officer

Grace Hill
Associate Director of Development 
Operations

* alumnus/alumna
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Lisa Robinson 
Development Writer

Ellen Trappey
Director of Individual Giving and 
Donor Engagement

DIGITAL STRATEGY AND 
INNOVATION
Vince Ford
Senior Vice President of Digital 
Strategy and Innovation

Executive Director of the 
Performance Innovation Lab

Field-McFadden Chair in Digital Studies

Audio/Visual
Daniel Armistead
Media Production Manager

Matt Hagestuen
Video Director and Editor

Bryan Rider
Senior Producer

Drew Schlegel
Director of Audio Engineering

Jonah Shortall
Videographer and Associate Editor

Information Technology
Dana Gordon
Senior Director of Information and 
Academic Technology

Derek DeMauro
Associate Director of Information 
Technology

Jeremy Redrup
Senior Helpdesk Technician

Domenic Rocca
Academic Technology Specialist

Marketing
Kristen Manka-White
Senior Director, Marketing

L. Cruz Maria Carriero 
Event Specialist

Josh Hartman
Associate Director of Marketing

Amanda Leah Davis
Marketing Manager, Audience 
Development and Experience

Anna Rivera 
Patron Services Assistant

Joanna Scorese 
Event Specialist

Bailey Spiteri
Marketing Specialist

TOURING AND ARTIST 
MANAGEMENT
Andrew Lane
Vice President, Touring and  
Artist Management

Brayton Arvin
Artist Manager and Booking 
Representative

Julika Castro
Booking Representative, Europe

Catelyn Cohen
Manager of Artist Services

Julie Gaitens
Booking Representative

Lingzi Liu
Manager of Touring Operations

COMMUNICATIONS
Patricia K. Johnson
Vice President of Communications 
and Public Affairs

Ryan Lathan
Associate Director of 
Communications

Brian Wise
Editor, Overtones

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Kimberly Gould
Vice President, People and Culture

Title IX Coordinator

Audrey Deuel
Senior Finance and HR Systems 
Administrator

Sniya Johnson
Manager, Strategic Initiatives and 
Community Culture

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Larry Bomback
Senior Vice President of 
Administration

Mary Claire Sullivan 
Associate Director of Strategic 
Initiatives and Board Liaison

Campus Safety
Chardae Barkley
Receptionist and Campus Safety 
Support Specialist

Omeia Fife
Site Supervisor of Campus Safety

Matthew Frankowski
Director of Campus Safety

Arthur Hawkins
Supervisor of Campus Safety

Facilities Operations
Natalie Armentrout
Dining Services Director

Steve Casciano
Director of Facility Operations

Luciano Rocca
Facilities Liaison

Finance
Mitchell Bilker
Senior Director of Finance and 
Administration

Tamara Brown
Senior Accountant

Mary Ruddy
Accounts Payable and Student 
Billing Specialist
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VOLUNTEER BOARDS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

Deborah M. Fretz, chair

Edward A. Montgomery Jr., 
vice chair

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+, 
chair emerita

H. F. “Gerry” Lenfest+, 
chairman emeritus

Louis P. Barbarin

Victoria Bok

William R. Brody

Michelle Cann*

Anthony B. Creamer III

Roberto Díaz*

Nick DiBerardino*

Gordon Fowler

Judith D. Freyer

Mignon Groch

William Horn*

Marsha Hunter*

Andrew Jacobs*

Brian Jandrucko

Linda E. Johnson

Lisa Liem^

Yuen Sung “Y.S.” Liu

Connie B. McCann

John H. McFadden

Frank J. Mechura

John J. Medveckis

Robert H. Mundheim

C. Richard Neu

Robert H. Rock

Mark E. Rubenstein

Jay H. Tolson

Penelope P. Watkins

Jerry Wind

Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz

Amy Yang

Nadia A. Zerhouni

Larry Bomback, treasurer

Mary Claire Sullivan, secretary

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Peter A. Benoliel

Sheldon M. Bonovitz

Carolyn S. Burger

Joseph M. Field

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.

Alan R. Hirsig+

Scott M. Jenkins

Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Bong S. Lee, M.D.

Christina Weiss Lurie

David G. Marshall

Betty H. Matarese

John A. Nyheim+

Albert E. Piscopo

Robert Pollack

Samuel R. Shipley III

Amanda W. Smoot

MARY LOUISE CURTIS BOK FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bayard R. Fiechter, president

Victoria Bok, vice president

Joseph M. Field, secretary

Scott M. Jenkins, treasurer

A. Margaret “Stormy” Bok+

Tomas J. Bok, Ph.D.

Gary Graffman*

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Milton L. Rock, Ph.D.+

Robert H. Rock

Brett Rubinson

Samuel R. Shipley III

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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DONORS

LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY
We extend our deepest gratitude to the generous donors whose cumulative lifetime giving to 
the Curtis Institute of Music has exceeded $1 million. These individuals and organizations set an 
inspiring example of leadership and extraordinary philanthropy, and we are grateful for their 
enduring support. (This list includes gifts received through December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mrs. Nina Albert+
Mr. William A. Albert
The Allerton Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
Mrs. Evelyn Axelrod+

Dr. Herbert R. Axelrod+

Estate of Maryjane Mayhew  
 Barton
Mrs. Cary William Bok+

Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III+

William R. Brody and  
 Hyunah Yu Brody
Estate of Vera D. Bruestle
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

Mr.+ and Mrs. William C.  
 Buck
Mr. William D. Burns+
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
California Community  
 Foundation
Elaine W. Camarda and  
 A. Morris Williams Jr.
Fondation Charidu
Mr. L. Daniel Dannenbaum+  
 and Ms. Kate Hall
Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II  
 Foundation
William B. Dietrich  
 Foundation
Estate of Joseph* and Yvonne*  
 Druian
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner+
Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field  
 Foundation

Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues  
 Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith  
 Foundation
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2
Edna L. Harkness* Trust
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Mrs. Ruth D. Heller+
HFGLocust, LP
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William and Nina Hollis  
 Foundation
The Anna-Maria and Stephen  
 Kellen Foundation
Estate of Lester Lanin
Estate of John LaSalandra
Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Lenfest
The Lenfest Foundation
Carol and Howard Lidz
Lisa and Gie Liem^

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Sueyun and Gene Locks
Locks Foundation
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture  
 Foundation
James+ and Betty Matarese
Ms. Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and  
 Lisa D. Kabnick
Estate of Kenneth M. McNeil

John J. Medveckis
J. J. Medveckis Foundation
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  
 Joe Neubauer
Neubauer Family Foundation
Mr. Shaun F. O’Malley+

William Penn Foundation
Commonwealth of  
 Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Council on the  
 Arts, a state agency
Aulana and Bruce Peters
Pew Charitable Trusts
Suzanne H. Poole Trust
The Presser Foundation
Milton L. Rock+ and  
 Constance Benoliel Rock+

Mr. Aaron Rosand+

Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Estate of H. Shaw Roberts  
 Scholl
David* and Jane Schwartz  
 Family Trust
Dorothy Richard Starling  
 Foundation
Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Helen F. Whitaker Fund
Ms. Lillie Lee Winston+

Jack Wolgin+

Wyncote Foundation
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CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORT
The Curtis Institute of Music recognizes the following leadership supporters of the ongoing 
Centennial Campaign, who have generously made gifts to support endowment and other capital 
projects. (This list includes gifts received through December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III*+

William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

William D. Burns+
California Community Foundation
Estate of Pearl M. Carpel
Fondation Charidu
Dr. Dorothy del Bueno*

Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II Foundation
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner*+

Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
Deborah M. Fretz
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Bruce J. Gould, M.D. 
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Estate of Ruth Duskin Heller
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William A. Horn, M.D.*
The Anna-Maria and  
 Stephen Kellen Foundation

Estate of Zelda Sue Kremer
Estate of John LaSalandra
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^

David* and Jane Schwartz Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture Foundation
Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil*+

Bob and Guna Mundheim
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Estate of Rose Paul
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Aulana and Bruce Peters
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
The Presser Foundation
Mr. John S. Price*+

Martha Rinaldo Trust
Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Jay H. Tolson
U.S. Department of Education
Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+

Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Estate of Edward Wilk
William O. Winstead Trust
Estate of L. Lee Winston

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS DONORS
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CURTIS CIRCLES
Curtis Circles recognizes a select group of Curtis’s closest friends and supporters who make the 
school’s mission possible. Participation in Curtis Circles begins at $1,250 annually and provides 
an opportunity to be celebrated throughout the year. For more information on qualified giving, 
please contact us at giving@curtis.edu. (These lists include gifts received between June 1, 2022 
and December 31, 2023.)

President’s Circle II
$250,000+
Mark and Robin Rubenstein Penelope and Thomas Watkins

President’s Circle I
$100,000 to $249,999
Anonymous
Joseph and Marie Field
Frederick R. Haas and Rafael Gomez
Rita E. Hauser

Linda E. Johnson
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^

Leadership Circle II
$50,000 to $99,999
Derek and Sissela Bok
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Deborah M. Fretz

Mr. Charles C. Freyer and Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick
Laura and Kenneth Mitchell
Cecilia Segawa Seigle

Leadership Circle I
$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Victoria Bok
William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris Williams Jr.
CHG Charitable Trust
Anthony B. Creamer III
Mrs. Mary Darne
Conrad and Susan De Jong
Gordon and Patricia Fowler
Allen R. and Judy Brick Freedman
Deborah M. Fretz
Mignon and Jim Groch
Andrew Jacobs* and Katherine Park
Wayne and Wilhelmina Hardee
William A. Horn, M.D.*
Elissa Koljonen* and Roberto Díaz*

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Cornelia B. and R. Ashbrook McCann
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Edward A. Montgomery Jr. 
William S. Mulherin and Joseph F. Baker
Bob and Guna Mundheim
Rosalind and Roy Neff
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Mrs. John A. Nyheim
Robert and Lynne Pollack
Bob and Caro Rock
Jay H. Tolson
Ms. Betty Whelchel and Mr. Doug Kruse
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris Williams Jr.
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz
Tammy Yan
Drs. Nadia and Elias Zerhouni 

DONORS
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Patrons Circle II
$10,000 to $24,999

Anonymous
Tobe Amsterdam
Jim and Janet Averill
Ruth T. Baker
Louis P. Barbarin and Virginia Barbarin
Diane E. Borst and Robert Horowits
Ronnie C. Chan
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Shelly and Scot Fisher
Ms. Priscilla L. Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome R. Glickman
Mr. Dennis Hummel
Marsha Hunter* and Brian K. Johnson

Joan and Irwin Jacobs Fund of the  
 Jewish Community Foundation
Mimi and Robert Lane
Mr. Bruce C. Levy
Nancy Maruyama, MD
James+ and Betty Matarese
Sandra Miller* and Wayne Olson
Mrs. Aulana L. Peters
Judith and James Ritchings
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Lyn M. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Rubenstein
Charles C. and Alison Townsend

Patrons Circle I
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous 
Joyce Arsnow 
Mr. Jeffry Benoliel
Leslie Benoliel
Josephine DiGregorio and Paul Bulau
Mrs. Edith R. Dixon
Ms. Diana D. Duncan
Mary Lou Falcone*

Peter and Pamela Freyd
Professor Frank F. Furstenberg Jr.
Susan and Sherwood "Woody" Goldberg
Marcy Gringlas and Joel Greenberg
Joan Dolgonos Gross*
Mr. Brian J. Jandrucko
Scott and Yardly Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Judy
Ms. Erin Keefe and Mr. Osmo Vänskä
Dr. Bong S. Lee and Ms. Soyoung Kim
Carol and Howard Lidz

Sharon and Frank Lorenzo 
James P. MacElderry+ and Marilyn S. Fishman
James O'Neill and David Rubin
Daria and R. Anderson+ Pew
Catherine and Michael Radbill
Rinaldi Family, Jacobs Music
Renee and Martin Schultz
Drs. Peter Scoles and Angela Smith-Scoles
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Shipley III
Samuel and Kate Sidewater
Richard and Amanda Smoot
Barbara Augusta Teichert
Dominique van de Stadt and Octavio Pajaro^

Peggy Wachs
Dr. Bettyruth Walter
Robert J. Weiner
Carol A. Westfall
Zisman Family Foundation

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS DONORS
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Friends Circle II
$2,500 to $4,999

Shelly and Terry Adelman
Charlotte H. Biddle
Coren and Larry Bomback
Lois Boyce
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Buck III
Phil and Meg Cavanaugh
Dr. and Mrs. Harris R. Clearfield
Peter S. Cressman
Marci Generose
Deborah and Jonathan Hirtle
Jan and Bob Keefe^

Lawrence and Toba Kerson

William A. Loeb
C. Justin Miller*
Ms. Andrea Nobil
Mr. Chad Shampine and Mr. Jeffrey Ferrell
Harold+ and Emily Starr^
Mark N. Steinberger and Ann C. Lebowitz
Ellen J. Steiner
Lawrence Tarlow*

The Victory Foundation
Robert Zimet 
Benjamin E. Zuckerman and Marian Robinson

Friends Circle I
$1,250 to $2,499

Mr. and Mrs. James Alexandre
Joel D. Beaver
Mitch Bilker and Caryn Stivelman
Miriam and Peter Burwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Clifton
Dr. Stuart and Carol Cohn
Frank and Margery Cooper
Curtis Parents in Korea^

Sandra and Michael Dean^

Elise Drake
Drs. Jonas and Susan Ellenberg
Judith and Daniel Francis
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Friedland
Joe and Kathy Gallagher
Susan L. Graham
Adele Aron Greenspun
Kate Hall
Martin Heyworth
Laura Jacobson
Katie and Mark Kessler^
Jim and Jane Knox^

William Lake Leonard
Michele Levin*

Fran and Leon Levy
Allison Nelson Loebbaka*

Joan W. Mackie
Sandy and David Marshall
Robert McDonald*

Joseph and Jeanne McGinn
Alan Morrison*

Lambert* and Jan Orkis
Stephanie Shirvan Pious and Charles Pious
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Rash
Jay and Gretchen Riley
Katherine Rouse
Katie and Tony Schaeffer
Helen E. Scott
Shirley and Cecil Smith
Mark Russell Smith* and  
 Ellen Dinwiddie Smith*

Laurie Sokoloff*

Patricia* and R.V. “Bud” Stone
Mrs. Eva-Maria Tausig
Thomas and Patricia Vernon
Eloise Wood

DONORS
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TRIBUTE GIFTS
Many generous friends of Curtis make their gifts “In memory of” or “In honor of” faculty, 
alumni, friends, and family. We recognize these thoughtful tributes below. (This list includes gifts 
of $500 or more received between June 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023.)

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Rosamonde^ and  
 Orlando*^ Cole
Mr. Joseph E. Somogyi

In memory of Andrea de Lancie
Leila Christine Grad, M.D. Charitable Fund

In memory of Joseph de Pasquale*

Mark Cedel*^

In memory of Eloy Jose Diaz*

Alyce Diaz

In memory of Dolores D. Gillespie
Diane E. Borst and Robert Horowits

In memory of Dorothy Givens
John J. Givens*

In memory of Mason Jones*

Mr. Michael C. Gast*

In memory of Sol Schoenbach
Christopher Millard*

In memory of Steven J. Sidewater 
Samuel and Kate Sidewater

In memory of Eleanor Sokoloff*^

Ms. Barbara A. Gold

In memory of David Soyer
Hampton Mallory*

In memory of Charles Sterne III
DeDe and Tony Brown

Honorary Gifts

In honor of William and Hyunah Yu Brody
W.M. Keck Foundation

In honor of Ruth Butterfield-Winter*
Mr. George P. Winter and  
 Ms. Ruth Butterfield-Winter

In honor of Jonathan Coopersmith 
Katie and Mark Kessler^

In honor of Roberto Díaz*

Dr. and Mrs. Allan Dennis^
Mr. Jon Guenther and  
 Ms. Amy Yang Guenther*
Katie and Mark Kessler^

In honor of Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence N. Weiss

In honor of Bernard Garfield
Daniel Matsukawa*

In honor of Mignon Groch
George Groch

In honor of the Horwitz Piano Master Class
Sandy Muller

In honor of Erin Keefe*
Jan and Bob Keefe^

In honor of Lisa C. Liem^

Eric and Lenora Hume

In honor of Mark Rubenstein
Daisy M. Soros

In honor of the Curtis student body 
Rise Newman

DONORS DONORS
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CORPORATE PARTNERS, FOUNDATIONS, AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
We deeply appreciate the gifts from the following corporations, organizations, foundations, and 
government agencies. Their generosity supports the financial health and vibrancy of programs 
essential to the Curtis Institute of Music. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2022 
and December 31, 2023.)

$100,000+

Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
The Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation

Hauser Foundation
Wyncote Foundation

$25,000 to $99,999

Bessemer Trust
CHG Charitable Trust
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
Harold and Helene Schonberg Pianist  
 Scholarship Trust

Julian A. and Lois G. Brodsky Foundation
Pennsylvania Tourism Office
Syde Hurdus Foundation, Inc.
Zerhouni Family Foundation

$10,000 to $24,000

California Community Foundation
Educational Opportunities Inc.
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Friends of the Wanamaker Organ 
Jephson Educational Trusts
Jewish Community Foundation of San Diego
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Landes Family Foundation

The Leo Model Foundation
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
The Philadelphia Cultural Fund
Robert Carwithen Music Foundation
The Samson Foundation
Suzanne F. Roberts Cultural Development Fund
W.M. Keck Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Auldridge Fund
Connelly Foundation
Council for Canadian-American Relations
Crewcial Partners
JKG Florida Business Corp
Marguerite Festorazzi Trust

The Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia
Nyheim Family Foundation
Peggy and Ellis Wachs Family Foundation
PNC Bank
Sidewater Family Foundation, Inc.
Zisman Family Foundation

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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$2,500 to $4,999

Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation
Jacobs Music Company
Selma Ankist Family Trust

The Presser Foundation
The Victory Foundation

$1,500 to $2,499

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Catherine R. and Anthony A.  
 Clifton Foundation
The McCausland Foundation
Charlotte and William Hinson  
 Charitable Foundation
Chevron Matching Gift
Harold and Elaine Friedland Foundation
Joe and Kathy Gallagher Fund of  
 Vanguard Charitable

John A. and Catherine M. Koten Foundation
Judith and Mark Brodsky Charitable Fund
Nutmeg Container Corporation
Rittenhouse Foundation
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and  
 Southern New Jersey
WSFS Bank Foundation

CURTIS COLLECTIONS
We are ever grateful to the following donors who have contributed an instrument or other 
material gift to Curtis’s collections. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2023 and 
December 31, 2023.)

Bonnie Asher
Burton D. Fine* and Susan Miron*

DeDe and Tony Brown
CHG Charitable Trust
Alyce Diaz, in honor of Eloy Jose Diaz* 
Carol and Howard Lidz

Barbara and Richard Malinsky
Karen Price
Heide I. Rice
Mr. and Dr. Christopher D. Rex
Shirlee S. Schachtel*
Arnold Steinhardt*

DONORS DONORS
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DONORS

THE FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
Following in the visionary and extraordinary footsteps of Mary Louise Curtis Bok, the Founder’s 
Society honors all who have included the Curtis Institute of Music as a beneficiary under their 
wills, trusts, life-insurance policies, retirement plans, and other estate-planning arrangements. 
Curtis greatly appreciates their forward-thinking commitment to Curtis. (List complete as of 
December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous (6)
Carolyn Stanford Adams*
James R. Adler*
Nina+ and William A. Albert
Tobe Amsterdam
Charles A. Armitage*

Audrey Axinn*

Eileen M. Baird+

Edith W. Barnes
Joanne DiMaria Bates*
Frank S. Bayley+

Joel D. Beaver
Peter A. Benoliel
George R. Bernato, Ph.D.
Charlotte H. Biddle
Dr. Claire Boasi
Blair J. Bollinger*
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Edwin H.+ and Joyce M.  
 Bowers
David E. Brinson
Steven and Colleen Brooks
Anthony J. Brown
Louis M. Brown+

Andrew D. Brownstein
Norman Carol*
Robert J. Carwithen*+

Mark Cedel*
Anthony P. Checchia*

Dr. and Mrs. Harris R.  
 Clearfield
Patricia Conway
James and Cynthia Cook
Margaret S. Cooke
Peter S. Cressman

Julie P. Curson
Miles* and Susan Davis
Susan D. DeCamp
Joan DeJean
Roberto Díaz*

Evan and Mary Ann Dunnell
Bernard L. Edelstein+

Stephen* and Mrs. Josephine  
 Edwards
Frederick and Barbara+  
 Engstrom
Anne C. Ewers
W. Rowe+ and Anne T.  
 Fesperman
Bayard R. Fiechter
Beverly Werner Freeman
Marie E. Frey
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edith Evans Frumin*

Dinah F. Fulton
Andrew G. Geoghegan
George W. Gephart Jr.
Elizabeth P. Glendinning+

Barbara A. Gold*, in honor of  
 Eleanor B. Sokoloff*^+

Rachel Bok Goldman
Dr. Harriet Goodman^

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Gary* and Naomi+ Graffman
Adele H. Gray
Daron Aric Hagen*

Nancy S. Halpern
Daniel Hansburg, Esq.,  
 in honor of Rudolf^+ and  
 Peter*+ Serkin

Laura C. Hart
Helene Hathaway Layton
Carol A. Hauptfuhrer
Rita E. and Gustave M.+  
 Hauser
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G.+  
 Heinzen
Alan and Nancy Hirsig+

Karolyn Kirksey Holler+
Marsha Hunter*
Michele Hyk-Farlow
Nancy and Rodney Johnson
Lois Gering Jungas*
Tonu Kalam*

Plato S.*+ and Dorothy  
 Krebill* Karayanis
Carole W. and Samuel H.  
 Karsch
D. Scott+ and Carol Kelley
Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.
Peter King
Kenneth Kogan
Deborah Komins
Judy Krasnov
Felix G.*+ and Marcia H.  
 Kraus
Zelda Sue Kremer+
Ronald E. Kressman*

Ottilie V. Laden
Robin+ and Kathie Ledwith
Bong S. Lee, M.D.
Owen and Chieh Chang* Lee
Gerry+ and Marguerite Lenfest
Michael Licitra
Carol S. and Howard L. Lidz

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent
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Gie and Lisa Liem^

William A. Loeb
Gary Logsdon*

Sandra and David Marshall
Mr.+ and Mrs. James M.  
 Matarese
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  
 McCarthy
Evelyn L. McCarty*

Dr. Donald G. McDonald*+

Daniel S. McDougall*
David McGill*
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil+
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Phyllis Melhado
Madelyn Mignatti
Edward and Susan+  
 Montgomery
Joan M. Moran and  
 William J. Fenza+

James H. Kelleher and  
 Derrik R. G. Morris
Alan Morrison*

Barbara Moskow*

William S. Mulherin and  
 Joseph F. Baker
Ronald+ and Barbara Nelson
C. Richard Neu
John A. Nyheim+

Jennifer Orchard*

John N. Park
Joan Lardner Paul
R. Anderson Pew+

B. J. Phillips
Sharman Plesner*
Robert Pollack
John W. Pruett*
Cynthia Raim*

Claudia C. Rash
Helen K. Rehl
Heide Rice, M.D.*
Martin Riskin
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Dr. Harry Rosenthal
Mrs. Samuel R. Rossman+

Joanne Rubel
Brett Rubinson
Karen Saler
Constance Scheurer
Cecilia Segawa Seigle
Michael and Julie Serber^
Robert and Joan Shaffer
Richard A. Shapp*

Martha J. Sheil*
Peter B. Shevell, in honor of  
 Dorothea Posel
Samuel R. Shipley
Lisa Karen Shusko

Steven P. Singer, M.D. and   
 Alan Salzman, M.D.
Ronald D. Smith, M.D.
Amanda W. Smoot
Dr. Noel Snyder*
Martin P. Stepper*
Charles Sterne III+

Mr.+ and Mrs. Josiah   
 Stevenson IV
Erna Szekeres
Arlene and Irving+ Tashlick
James Testa
Shirley Trepel*
Benita Valente*

Thomas G. Waldman+

Claudia Walker*
Penelope Wike Watkins
Mr. and Mrs.+ Emanuel   
 Weinstein
Robert J. Weiner
Alex*+ and Marguerite Wilson
Eleanor Winslow
Dr. Thomas Wolf
Elizabeth A. Wright
Efrem Zimbalist III
Marian Robinson and   
 Benjamin E. Zuckerman
Raymond and Joan Zumoff

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS



32023–24 SEASON TIME TO DISCOVER

RA, MACKEY, AND 
TCHAIKOVSKY

ROBERT SPANO, CONDUCTOR
JIJI, GUITAR

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

JAMES RA
STEVEN MACKEY
TCHAIKOVSKY

Te Deum, premiere
Aluminum Flowers, premiere
Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 (“Pathétique”)

Program

ELECTRIFYING VIRTUOSITY

THE FOREST COMES ALIVE IN JANÁČEK’S WOODLAND FABLE

THE CUNNING 
LITTLE VIXEN

Continue to discover your love for 
classical music with more Curtis 
performances this season. 

Visit Curtis.edu for full event calendar. 

MAR 9, 2024
SAT AT 3 P.M.

MAY 2–3 AT 7:30 P.M. 
MAY 4–5 AT 3 P.M.

VINAY PARAMESWARAN, CONDUCTOR
JOHN MATSUMOTO GIAMPIETRO, STAGE DIRECTOR
CURTIS OPERA THEATRE



Curtis Symphony Orchestra is 
proud to partner with Frederick Haas  

and the Wyncote Foundation  
on this season’s performances.


