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ABOUT CURTIS

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for joining us for today’s Curtis 
Symphony Orchestra performance—the final one of our 
2023–24 season.

The annual closing concert is always special, 
representing the culmination of the orchestra’s work 
together over the school year. But this moment is 
especially poignant for the students who will be 
graduating later this spring because this marks the last 
time they will play together in Verizon Hall as a member 
of the Curtis orchestra. I am so very proud of them, and 
look forward to seeing all they will accomplish as Curtis 
alumni.

This afternoon’s concert is also extraordinary because 
it features two world premieres: Te Deum by alumnus 
James Ra and Aluminum Flowers by faculty member Steve 
Mackey, featuring guitar alumna JIJI. The process of 
learning new works like these is such a valuable experience for our students, and we hope you will 
enjoy the result of their hard work today. 

Although this is our final orchestra concert on this stage this school year, we have many 
performances for you over the next two months. We have two opera productions, dozens of free 
recitals—including many graduation recitals—as well as exciting Ensemble 20/21 and Curtis 
Presents concerts, and our annual gala in May. 

Of course, all of these performances are made possible thanks to the generous support of 
friends like you. We are immensely grateful for the time and resources that you invest in our 
students and our school. We are so glad you are here today and hope you will join us often in the 
coming weeks. Thank you for all you do for Curtis.

All my very best,

Roberto Díaz (Viola '84) 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair 
James and Betty Matarese Chair in Viola Studies

WELCOME
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ABOUT CURTIS

At the Curtis Institute of Music, the world’s most talented 
young musicians develop into exceptional artists, creators, 
and innovators. 

With a tuition-free foundation, Curtis is a unique environment for teaching and learning. 
Curtis is a small school by design, where students realize their artistic potential through 
intensive, individualized study with the most renowned, sought-after faculty. 

Animated by a learn-by-doing philosophy, Curtis students share their music with audiences 
through more than 100 performances each year, including solo and chamber recitals, 
orchestral concerts, and opera—all free or at an affordable cost—offering audiences unique 
opportunities to participate in pivotal moments in these young musicians’ careers. 

In addition to a wealth of performance opportunities, Curtis students experience a close 
connection to the greatest artists and organizations in classical music, and innovative 
initiatives that integrate new technologies and encourage entrepreneurship—all within an 
historic campus in the heart of culturally rich Philadelphia.

In this diverse, collaborative community, Curtis’s extraordinary artists challenge, support, 
and inspire one another—continuing an unparalleled 100-year legacy of musicians who have 
led, and will lead, classical music into a thriving, equitable, and multidimensional future. 

Learn more at Curtis.edu. 

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Combining outstanding talent with unparalleled enthusiasm for making music together, 
the Curtis Symphony Orchestra is a cornerstone of the Curtis Institute of Music experience 
and an essential part of Philadelphia’s brilliant cultural landscape. For 100 years, our 
extraordinary students have honed their skills and expanded their musical horizons as they 
prepare for professional careers with the world’s leading orchestras and chamber ensembles. 
Under the mentorship of internationally renowned conductors, including Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, Osmo Vänskä, Marin Alsop, Simon Rattle, and Robert Spano, Curtis students 
present audiences with an array of inspiring programing, ranging from the time-honored to 
dynamic new works.
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Curtis Symphony Orchestra
PRESENTS

Ra, Mackey, and Tchaikovsky

This concert runs approximately 2 hours, including one intermission. 

Guest conductor appearances for each Curtis Symphony Orchestra performance are made possible 
by the Rita E. and Gustave M. Hauser Chair in Conducting Studies. 

Orchestral concerts are supported by the Pennsylvania Tourism Office, the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts, and the Jack Wolgin Curtis Orchestral Concerts Endowment Fund.

Photographic and recording equipment may not be used in Verizon Hall.

Robert Spano (’85), conductor

JIJI (’15), guitar

Saturday, March 9, 2024 
at 3:00 p.m.

Verizon Hall, Kimmel Center
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JAMES RA (’04)
Te Deum
world premiere

STEVEN MACKEY
Aluminum Flowers,  
for solo electric guitar and orchestra
world premiere

Introduction
Echo
Canción
Fantasia
Loop

Intermission

PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 (“Pathétique”)

Adagio – Allegro non troppo 
Allegro con grazia 
Allegro molto vivace 
Finale: Adagio lamentoso

PROGRAM

Aluminum Flowers by Steven Mackey is used by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes.
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Te Deum 
James Ra (b. 1974)

Te Deum was generously commissioned 
by the Curtis Institute of Music during 
the COVID pandemic. As we grappled 
with uncertainty and loss, both the best 
and worst in all of us were revealed. Many 
of us endured the pain of losing loved 
ones, while others faced unseen struggles, 
consumed by pressures more insidious 
than the virus itself. Amidst this adversity, 
I resolved to give more thanks for the good 
in my life and to cherish the loved ones 
who bring beauty and steadfastness to my 
world. Based on the original Latin hymn, 
my Te Deum is an introspective, personal 
prayer and hymn of praise, thanksgiving, 
and awe in solitude. I have used the hymn 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” as the vessel 
through which the conviction “I believe” is 
expressed, and the nucleus from which all 
of the music emerges.

Te Deum is an ode to the simplicity 
and sincerity of a time lost. It expresses 
a longing for a place in which artless 
beauty and unadorned truth are celebrated 
without pretension and the cynical 
sophistication of a bitter age. The essence 
of our collective connection with art, 
music, and the divine hinges on our ability 
to recapture what it was like to know 
nothing, to be a blank canvas, and to have 
a child-like fascination with the mysteries 
of simple miracles such as illumination. 
I celebrate the boundless wonders of this 
radiance in Te Deum.

—James Ra
9 minutes 

PROGRAM NOTES
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Aluminum Flowers, for solo electric guitar and orchestra  
Steven Mackey (b. 1956)

Aluminum Flowers is a concerto for solo 
guitarist playing both electric guitar and 
nylon-string “classical” guitar. It celebrates 
the variety of the musical modes that such 
“polymath” guitarists practice on a regular 
basis, which range from delicate, intimate 
tones emanating from flesh on nylon 
strings to the grand orchestral textures 
possible with the electric guitar wired to 
a bank of effects pedals. From the six-
hundred-year-old tradition of the Spanish 
vihuela to contemporary pop, rock, blues, 
and jazz, guitarists are conversant in a wide 
range of styles, all of them, ironically, on 
the fringe of mainstream classical music.

The piece is in five sections:

1. Introduction
2. Echo
3. Canción
4. Fantasia
5. Loop

The movements contrast sharply with 
each other as each movement is cast for a 
different instrument: The first movement 
is a nylon string “classical” or “Spanish” 
guitar. The second movement runs the 
electric guitar through a delay pedal, 
requiring impeccable timing from the 
soloist to produce a rapid moto perpetuo 
texture. The third movement, somewhat 
paradoxically, uses overdrive/distortion to 
create a sustained, lyrical, singing tone. 
The fourth movement is for prepared 
guitar—a guitar pick threaded through 
the strings to create a gong-like sound—a 
bottleneck that slides up and down the 
string unencumbered by the frets. The last 

movement uses a looper to layer several 
polyphonic strands, creating an orchestral 
timbre. 

Within each movement, one thing leads 
to the next naturally, without jagged edges 
or willfully discursive digressions, one 
might say “organically.” The organicism 
combined with the image of metal wires 
carrying current from the guitar to its 
pedals like veins to petals conjured the 
image of metal flowers—Aluminum 
Flowers because the pitches A–F have 
an important structural role in the piece 
beginning with the introduction, which 
is made up entirely of a bassline which 
alternates between A and F. 

The piece is dedicated to two extraordinary 
polymath virtuosos—JIJI Kim and Gretchen 
Menn. 

—Steven Mackey
25 minutes  5 movements

PROGRAM NOTES
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Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 ("Pathétique") 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840–93)

Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony rose from 
the ashes of a fragmentary symphony in 
E-flat major, to which the composer had 
devoted a great deal of time during the 
latter part of 1892. (It would later be 
partially reworked into a never-completed 
piano concerto.) He felt relief at having 
abandoned the effort—as he wrote to 
his beloved nephew Vladimir Davydov, 
it was "an irreversible decision, and it is 
wonderful that I made it." 

During travels early the next year the 
composer set off in a completely different 
musical direction. "You know I destroyed 
a symphony I had been composing and 
just partly orchestrated in the autumn," 
he wrote to Davydov in February 1893 of 
the jettisoned fragment (which he had not 
actually destroyed). "During my journey 
I had the idea for another symphony, this 
time with a program ... but with a program 
that will be an enigma to all—let them 
guess! The symphony will be entitled A 
Program Symphony (No. 6)." 

Tchaikovsky might have known that 
he was setting himself up for speculation 
about the potentially biographical nature 
of the “program,” but he could barely 
have imagined the bizarre theories that 
would arise over the next century—
from premonitions of his own death to 
expressions of desperation about his sexual 
orientation being made public in the wake 
of a scandal. In any event, Tchaikovsky 
would be dead by the end of the year, 
though not before he had completed 
and conducted the premiere (in October 
1893 in St. Petersburg) of what many 
believe to be his finest, if perhaps his most 

controversial, symphonic composition.

His death at age 53 remains a mystery 
(some have suggested he died of a stroke, 
or of an accidental exposure to cholera), 
but most scholars are fairly sure he did 
not commit suicide. The symphony's 
program died with the composer, but the 
"Pathétique" (the subtitle "Paticheskaia," 
"pathos-laden" or "passion-filled," was 
suggested by the composer's brother, 
Modest) would, by its emotional and at 
times tragic content, fuel speculations that 
Tchaikovsky felt his life was about to end. 
It is true that he reported bursting into 
tears while composing the symphony. Yet 
his ebullient excitement about the quality 
of the work, both during its composition 
and after its completion, defies a notion of 
impending doom. "You can't imagine what 
bliss I feel," he wrote to Davydov, "being 
convinced that my time is not yet passed, 
and I can still work." 

He composed the symphony on his 
travels and at his estate in Klin, completing 
a draft by spring and the orchestration by 
August. He reported to his brother Anatoly 
that it was his best composition so far. "It 
is rare for me to write anything with such 
love and enthrallment," he wrote to the 
conductor Ilya Slatin. To his friend and 
publisher Pyotr Jurgenson he added: "I can 
honestly say that never in my life have I 
been so pleased with myself, so proud, or 
felt so fortunate to have created something 
as good as this." (Hardly the words of a 
man about to commit suicide.) 

There is indeed much of the tragic vein 
in the Sixth, as there had been in the 
Fourth and Fifth symphonies, but there 

PROGRAM NOTES
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is mirth as well, and comfort. It's worth 
remembering that just the year before 
Tchaikovsky had composed one of his 
most joyously effervescent pieces, the 
Nutcracker. It's true he considered the Sixth 
one of the "most sincere" of his works, 
possibly because of the extensive labors 
that its completion demanded. "Twenty 
years ago I tore through everything without 
thinking, and all went well," he wrote. 
"Now I have become timorous and unsure 
of myself.” It has been suggested that the 
intensity of emotion in the symphony 
inspired in the composer a new and 
experimental strain; the slow and haunting 
finale, in fact, continues to baffle and 
surprise us even today. "Formally there will 
be much that is new in this symphony," 
he had written, "and the finale will not 
be a loud Allegro, but a very slow-moving 
Adagio." 

Some have even suggested that the Sixth 
looks ahead to the anguish of Mahler 
(who had in fact already completed his 
First Symphony by 1893). One could 
say it looks forward to the 20th century 
in another respect: An 11-year-old Igor 
Stravinsky and his father, Fyodor (who 
had created several roles in Tchaikovsky 
operas) were in attendance at Tchaikovsky’s 
funeral. Fyodor was in fact a pallbearer. 
Stravinsky was deeply moved: Despite the 
direction his own music would take, he 
understood implicitly the significance of 
Tchaikovsky and greatly admired him. 

The Sixth's first movement begins with 
an Adagio introduction of dark foreboding, 
which gives way to the restless main 
theme in B minor (Allegro non troppo). 

The andante second theme is one of the 
composer's most achingly passionate (and 
most beautifully constructed) melodies, 
and many listeners remember this one 
more vividly than the "main" subject. 
Thoughts of death find expression in 
the trombone incantations following 
the movement's climax, which quote 
from a Russian Orthodox hymn for the 
dead. But morbidity is quickly dispelled 
in the following movement, the Allegro 
con grazia, a graceful but irregular dance 
movement in the curious meter of 5/4—a 
sort of "three-legged minuet" into which is 
interspersed a sweet, halting trio section. 

The vigorous Allegro molto vivace 
in G major, a marchlike piece cast in 
sonata form, stands in the place where 
most listeners might expect a lyrical slow 
movement. (Some have suggested that the 
inclusion of a waltz, a minuet, and a march 
in a symphony with such a tragic profile 
seems ironic, even forced, but the sincerity 
of each affect cannot be doubted). The 
ever-astonishing Adagio lamentoso reminds 
the listener of the composer's original 
descriptive outline for the symphony in 
its earlier guise: "Fourth movement ends 
dying away. ... Finale death—result of 
collapse."

—Paul Horsley
46 minutes  4 movements

PROGRAM NOTES
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Robert Spano
CONDUCTOR

Robert Spano—conductor, pianist, composer, 
and teacher—is known for the intensity of his 
artistry and distinctive communicative abilities, 
creating a sense of inclusion and warmth 
among musicians and audiences that is unique 
among American orchestras. 

After twenty seasons as music director, he 
continues his association with the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra as music director 
laureate. As music director of the Aspen Music 
Festival and School since 2011, he oversees the 
programming of more than 300 events and 
educational programs for 630 students and 
young performers. 

Principal guest conductor of the Fort Worth 
Symphony Orchestra since 2019, Mr. Spano 
began his tenure as music director in August 
2022. In February 2024, Mr. Spano was 
appointed music director of the Washington 
National Opera, beginning in the 2025–26 
season, for a three-year term; he is currently the 
WNO's music director designate. 

Mr. Spano made his Metropolitan Opera 
debut in 2019, leading the U.S. premiere of 
Marnie, by American composer Nico Muhly. 
Recent concert highlights have included several 
world premiere performances, including Voy a 
Dormir by Bryce Dessner at Carnegie Hall with 
the Orchestra of St. Luke’s and mezzo-soprano 
Kelley O’Connor; George Tsontakis’s Violin 
Concerto No. 3 with the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra; and the Tuba Concerto by Jennifer 
Higdon, performed by Craig Knox and the 
Pittsburgh Symphony.

Mr. Spano has garnered four GRAMMY 
Awards and eight nominations with the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. He is on faculty 
at Oberlin Conservatory and has received 
honorary doctorates from Curtis, Bowling 
Green State University, Emory University, 
and Oberlin. Mr. Spano is a recipient of 
the Georgia Governor’s Award for the Arts 

and Humanities and is one of two classical 
musicians inducted into the Georgia Music 
Hall of Fame. Mr. Spano is a 1985 graduate of 
the Curtis Institute of Music. 

James Ra
COMPOSER

James Ra’s music has been described as 
“coursing with adrenaline-pumping energy” 
and the Philadelphia Inquirer has called him “a 
composer to watch.”

His music has been performed by members 
of the Philadelphia Orchestra, New York 
Philharmonic, Cleveland Orchestra, Boston 
Symphony, Baltimore Symphony, and Seoul 
Philharmonic in such venues as Carnegie 
Hall, Verizon Hall, New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center, Philadelphia Convention Center, 
Jordan Hall, Weill Hall, the Kaufmann Center, 
Herbst Theatre (San Francisco), Seoul Arts 
Hall, IBK Hall (Seoul), Arts Hall (Busan), 
Daejeon Arts Hall, Tong Yeong International 
Music Festival, and in France, India, and 
Turkey. Upcoming commissions include a 
double concerto for the New York Classical 
Players, an orchestral work for the New Jersey 
Youth Orchestra, a work for the New York 
Flutists, a saxophone work for Wonki Lee, and 
a cello work for Jiwon Suh.

He was the young composer-in-residence at 
Music From Angel Fire under the direction of 
Ida Kavafian and composer-in-residence for 
groups such as the Korean Concert Society 
in Washington, D.C.; Ensemble 212 in New 
York; and Ensemble V9 in Korea. He was a 
fellow at Princeton University as part of their 
Atelier under the direction of Toni Morrison.

Born in Upper Darby, Pa., his teachers 
include Richard Danielpour, Ned Rorem, 
George Tsontakis and John Carbon, Simon 
Andrews, and Seung Jae Chung. He holds 
degrees from Curtis (’04), Franklin and 
Marshall College, and the Manhattan School 
of Music. 

BIOGRAPHIES
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Steven Mackey
COMPOSER

Bright in coloring, ecstatic in inventiveness, 
lively and profound, Steven Mackey’s music 
spins the tendrils of his improvisatory riffs 
into large-scale works of grooving, dramatic 
coherence. As a teenager growing up in 
Northern California obsessed with blues-rock 
guitar, Dr. Mackey was in search of the “right 
wrong notes,” those heart-wrenching moments 
that imbue the music with new, unexpected 
momentum. Today, his pieces play with that 
tension of being inside or outside of the 
harmony and flow forward, shimmering with 
prismatic detail.

Signature early works merged his academic 
training with the free-spirited physicality of his 
mother-tongue rock guitar music: Troubadour 
Songs (1991) and Physical Property (1992) for 
string quartet and electric guitar; and Banana/
Dump Truck (1995), an electrified-cello 
concerto. Later works explored his deepening 
fascination with transformation and movement 
of sound through time: Dreamhouse (2003), 
a rich work for voices and ensemble, was 
nominated for four GRAMMY Awards; A 
Beautiful Passing (2008) for violin and orchestra 
on the passing of his mother; and Slide (2011), 
a GRAMMY Award-winning music theater 
piece.

Today, Steven Mackey writes for chamber 
ensemble, orchestra, dance, and opera—
commissioned by the greatest orchestras around 
the world. He has served as professor of music 
at Princeton University for the past 35 years 
and has won several awards from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, and a Kennedy Center Friedheim 
Award. He continues to explore an ever-
widening world of timbres befitting a complex, 
21st-century culture while always striving to 
make music that unites the head and heart, that 
is visceral, that gets us moving. Dr. Mackey 
joined the Curtis faculty in 2022.

JIJI
GUITAR

Praised by the Washington Post for her 
“mesmerizing” and “stirring” performances, 
JIJI is an adventurous guitarist known for her 
virtuosity and command of diverse repertoire. 
Equally at home with acoustic and electric 
guitar, her concerts range from traditional and 
contemporary classical to free improvisation.

Through her impeccable musicianship, 
compelling stage presence, and commitment to 
commissioning and performing new musical 
works, JIJI has solidified her reputation as a top 
21st century guitarist. In 2021, the Washington 
Post selected JIJI as “one of the 21 composers/
performers who sound like tomorrow.” In 
recent seasons, JIJI has presented solo recitals 
at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall; Lincoln 
Center; 92nd Street Y; Caramoor; Green Music 
Center; and the National Art Gallery, among 
other distinguished venues. 

This season, JIJI appears with the Los 
Angeles Chamber Orchestra and the Asheville 
and Utah Symphonies; is presented in recital 
by the Austin Classical Guitar Society, Tippet 
Rise Arts Center, Placitas Artists Series, 
Celebrity Series of Boston, and La Jolla Music 
Society; and tours with violinist Danbi Um in 
Delaware, Houston, Halifax, New Hampshire, 
Ohio, Wisconsin. 

She has premiered solo and chamber works 
by a diverse range of musical artists, including 
Michael Gilbertson, Hilary Purrington, Shelley 
Washington, Kate Moore, Chris Rountree, 
Gulli Bjornsson, Molly Joyce, and Paul Lansky. 
A sought-after and versatile collaborator, JIJI’s 
recent chamber and ensemble performances 
include appearances with the New York 
Philharmonic’s Nightcap Series; Cuarteto 
Latinoamericano; the Verona Quartet; Wildup; 
Duo Linu; and soprano Molly Netter. 

JIJI is a 2015 graduate of Curtis, and is 
sponsored by D'Addario Strings and GuitarLift 
by Felix Justen.

BIOGRAPHIES
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Fellowship

Marcus Shaw
Bernard M. Guth 
Fellowship

TRUMPET
Justin Bernardi
Harry L. and Cecilia F. 
Slavin Fellowship

Dasara Beta
Mary Louise Curtis Bok 
Fellowship

Franz Maury
Louisa Knapp Curtis 
Fellowship

Raúl Orellana
Abigail Rebecca Zubrow 
Cohen Memorial 
Fellowship

Chris Petrella
Sandra G. and David G. 
Marshall Fellowship

TROMBONE
Xiuzhang Charlie Cao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Diogo Fernandes
Dorothy J. del Bueno 
Fellowship

Derek Gullett
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Noah Urquidi,
bass trombone
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

TUBA
Ethan Marmolejos
Dr. Bong S. Lee Fellowship

TIMPANI AND 
PERCUSSION
Pengyu Bao
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Maxence Dauriat
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Tae McLoughlin
Stanley and Bertha 
Rogasner Fellowship

Xiang Ni
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Zachary Thomas
J. Oliver Lewis Memorial 
Fellowship

HARP
Daniel Benedict
Maryjane Mayhew Barton 
Fellowship

Maya Lindsey
Marilyn Costello Memorial 
Fellowship

Claire Thai
L. Daniel Dannenbaum 
Fellowship

CONDUCTING 
FELLOWS
Benoit Gauthier
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

Micah Gleason
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellowship

The guest conductor for 
each Curtis Symphony 
Orchestra performance is 
made possible by the Rita 
E. and Gustave M. Hauser 
Chair.

* concertmaster
+ principal second violin
◊ principal
◊◊ associate principal
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COMPOSITION
Leigha Amick
Jimmy Brent Fellowship

Alistair Coleman
Daniel W. Dietrich II 
Composition Fellowship

Delfin Demiray
Edith Evans Braun 
Composition Fellowship

Maya Miro Johnson
John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation Fellowship

Adrian Wong
Milton L. Rock 
Composition Fellowship

GUITAR
Ruqi Jiang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Muxin Li
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Radomir 
Romashkov-Danilov
Arthur and Hilda Stander 
Fellowship

Xingxing Yao
Emilio Gravagno Fellowship

ORGAN
Andy Brown
Mrs. Cary William Bok 
Fellowship

Daniel Carroll
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Alexander Leonardi
Dr. Mi-Wha Lee Fellowship

Sarah Palmer
Stephanie Yen-Mun Liem 
Azar Fellowship

Isabella Isza Wu
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

PIANO
Elias Ackerley
Gay Elliot Scott Fellowship

Kārlis Bukovskis
John J. Medveckis 
Fellowship

Fiona Yangyue 
Cheen
Jean J. Sterne Fellowship

Avery Gagliano
Dr. Samuel R. and Mrs. 
Beatrice S. Rossman 
Fellowship

CharmHee Han
Ralph Berkowitz 
Fellowship

Delvan Lin
Karolyn Kirksey Holler 
Fellowship

Cristian Makhuli
William A. Horn, M.D. 
Fellowship

Anton Mejias
Eileen Flissler Memorial 
Fellowship

Elijah Orlenko
Wike Family Fellowship

Nachuan Tao
Gerry and Marguerite 
Lenfest Fellowship

Kai-Lang Yang
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Lynn Ye
Harold and Helene 
Schonberg Fellowship

Eunseo Yoo
Curtis Institute of Music 
Fellowship

Adrian Zaragoza
Hirsig Family Fellowship

VOCAL STUDIES
Jackson Allen
Edwin B. Garrigues 
Fellowship

Landry Allen
Alfred Greenberg 
Memorial Fellowship

Emily Damasco
Carol S. and Howard L. 
Lidz Fellowship

Sarah Fleiss
Jack Wolgin Fellowship

Robert Frazier
Amaranth Foundation 
Fellowship

Evan Gray
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz 
Fellowship

Sam Higgins
Eula Mae Pharis Fellowship

Emilie Kealani
Walter and Leonore 
Annenberg Fellowship

Morgan-Andrew King
Margaret Aull Wynne and 
Milly E. Wynne Fellowship

Kylie Kreucher
Florence R. Laden 
Memorial Fellowship

Kate Li
Nellie Lee Bok Fellowship

Dalia Medovnikov
Edith Evans Frumin 
Fellowship

Maya Mor Mitrani
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

Shikta Mukherjee
Charles and Judith Freyer 
Fellowship

Juliet Rand
Barbara Moskow Fellowship

Hongrui Ren
William Horne Fellowship

Nathan Schludecker
Arthur Tracy Fellowship

Juliette Tacchino
Lelia A. Wike Fellowship

Judah Taylor
Joseph Cairns Jr. and 
Ernestine Bacon Cairns 
Memorial Fellowship

Erik Tofte
William J. Fenza 
Fellowship

Katie Trigg
Mitchell Family Fellowship

Yulin Yan
Florence Kirk Keppel 
Fellowship

Judy Zhuo
Horace W. Goldsmith 
Fellowship

QUARTET IN 
RESIDENCE
Nina von Maltzahn String 
Quartet Program

Erinys Quartet

Elizabeth Stewart, 
violin

Joosep Reimaa, violin

Marija Räisänen, viola

Stergios Theodoridis, 
cello

STUDENTS
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FACULTY

PERFORMANCE
Bassoon
Daniel Matsukawa*

Cello
Gary Hoffman
Nina and Billy Albert Chair in Cello 
Studies

Peter Wiley*
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D. Chair, in 
Honor of Orlando Cole

Clarinet
Anthony McGill*
William R. and Hyunah Yu Brody 
Distinguished Chair

Composition
Richard Danielpour
Nick DiBerardino*
Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Jonathan Bailey Holland*

Amy Beth Kirsten
Steven Mackey

Conducting
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, 
mentor conductor

Double Bass
Edgar Meyer
Harold Hall Robinson
A. Margaret Bok Chair in Double 
Bass Studies

Flute
Jeffrey Khaner

Guitar
David Starobin
Fondation Charidu Chair in Guitar 
Studies

Jason Vieaux

Harp
Elizabeth Hainen
Maryjane Mayhew Barton Chair in 
Harp Studies

Horn
Jeffrey Lang^

Jennifer Montone

Oboe
Katherine Needleman*

Philippe Tondre

Organ
Alan Morrison*
Haas Charitable Trust Chair in 
Organ Studies

Piano
Yefim Bronfman*
Neubauer Family Chair in Piano 
Studies

Michelle Cann*
Eleanor Sokoloff Chair in Piano 
Studies

Meng-Chieh Liu*
Sondra F. Matesky Chair in Piano 
Studies

Robert McDonald*
Penelope P. Watkins Chair in Piano 
Studies

Ignat Solzhenitsyn*

Timpani and Percussion
Ji Su Jung
Don Liuzzi
Eric Millstein

Trombone
Nitzan Haroz
Matthew Vaughn
Blair Bollinger*, bass trombone

Trumpet
David Bilger

Tuba
Craig Knox*

Paul Krzywicki

Viola
Misha Amory^

Roberto Díaz*
James and Betty Matarese Chair in 
Viola Studies

Ed Gazouleas*

Hsin-Yun Huang*^

Violin
Shmuel Ashkenasi*
Benjamin Beilman*

Pamela Frank*
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod Chair 
in Violin Studies

Ida Kavafian
Nina von Maltzahn Chair in Violin 
Studies

Erin Keefe*

Midori
Dorothy Richard Starling Chair in 
Violin Studies

Vocal Studies
Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

Principal Opera Coach

Stefano Baldasseroni
Matthieu Cognet
John Matsumoto Giampietro
Lisa Keller
Grant Loehnig
Susan Nowicki
Jinhyun Park
Reese Revak
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Ulrike Shapiro
Nikolay Verevkin
Ting Ting Wong

Voice Faculty
Shirley Close 
Julia Faulkner
Cynthia Hoffman
Jack Li Vigni
Sherry Overholt
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Mark Schnaible
Kevin Short*
Carol Vaness
Dolora Zajick

Chamber Music
Jeffrey Curnow, brass

Michael Rusinek*, woodwinds

Steven Tenenbom*, strings

Amy Yang*, piano

Dover Quartet
Penelope P. Watkins Ensemble in 
Residence

Joel Link*, violin

Bryan Lee*, violin

Julianne Lee*, viola

Camden Shaw*, cello

Imani Winds

Brandon Patrick George, flute

Toyin Spellman-Díaz, oboe

Kevin Newton, horn

Mark Dover, clarinet

Monica Ellis, bassoon

Secondary Harpsichord
Leon Schelhase

Improvisation
Jeffrey Brillhart

Instrumental Accompaniment
Jenny Chen*

Elena Jivaeva
Jungeun Kim, director of 
instrumental accompaniment

Yoni Levyatov

MUSICAL STUDIES
Jonathan Coopersmith, chair

Katelyn Bouska
Ke-Chia Chen*

Ashley Hsu*

Philip J. Kass, curator of string 
instruments

Ford Mylius Lallerstedt
David Middleton
Chris Rogerson*

Harvey Sachs
Keiko Sato*

Eric Sessler*

Manuel Sosa
Yu Xi Wang, director of keyboard 
studies

Thomas Weaver
Eric Wen
Julia Zavadsky

CAREER STUDIES
Mary Javian*, chair

Paul Bryan*

Michelle Cann*

Vince Ford
Field-McFadden Chair in Digital 
Studies

Imani Winds
Midori
Zachary Mowitz*

Bryan Rider
Louis Russo
Drew Schlegel
Emily Butler Waters
Christine Witkowski

LIBERAL ARTS
Jeanne M. McGinn
Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts  
(on sabbatical)

Norman Ellman
Tim Fitts
Gordana-Dana Grozdanic
Hannah LeClair
Mei Lu
Caroline Meline
Carla Puppin
Austin Rooney
Jeffrey Stein
Eva-Maria Swidler,  
interim chair

* alumnus/alumna        ^ Curtis parent
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STAFF

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Roberto Díaz*
President and Chief Executive Officer

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair

Julie Moerschel
Chief of Staff

PROVOST’S OFFICE
Ed Gazouleas*
Gie and Lisa Liem Artistic Director 
and Provost

Nick DiBerardino*
Dean

Chair of Composition Studies

Director, Ensemble 20/21

Mary Moon
Special Assistant to the Provost

Elijah Smith
Composition and Ensemble 20/21 
Associate

Admissions and Student Affairs
Paul Bryan*
Director of Assessment and 
Accreditation

Musician Life Cycle Consultant

Patricia Carpino
Senior Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs

Kei Fukuda
Musician Life Cycle Manager

Yvonne Fulmore
Registrar

Darin Kelly
Senior Director of Scheduling and 
Logistics Management

Veronica McAuley
Director of Student Financial 
Assistance

Richard McGovern
Manager of Student Life and 
International Affairs

Gianna Pannullo
Manager of Residence Life and  
Off-Campus Housing

Shea Scruggs*
Director of Institutional Research 
and Musician Experience

Chief Enrollment Officer

Amy Yang*
Associate Dean of Piano Studies 
and Artistic Initiatives

Artistic Production
Justin Bowen
Production and Artistic Operations 
Associate

Caleb Bradley
Orchestra Librarian

Jon Guenther
Chief Piano Technician

Hannah Horine
Director of Performance Activities

Keith Obaza
Director of Production, Vocal 
Studies and Curtis Opera Theatre

Eric Owens*
Director of Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Olivia Rainoff
Orchestra Manager

Miloš Repický
Hirsig Family Chair in Vocal Studies

David Schonberger*
Performance Activities Production 
Associate

Isabel Tague
Associate, Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Laura Vercelli
Senior Director of Administration 
and Operations, Vocal Studies and 
Curtis Opera Theatre

Jessica Wolford
Senior Director of Concert 
Production and Artistic Operations

Curriculum
Jonathan Coopersmith
Chair of Musical Studies

Mary Javian*
Chair of Career Studies

Jeanne M. McGinn
(on sabbatical)

Senior Associate Dean of 
Academics

Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts

Rock Resource Center
Peter Williams
Director of the Rock Resource Center

Judy Belland
Circulation Manager

Barbara Benedett
Senior Archivist

Sheralyn Milton 
Archives Intern

Aliyah Shanti
Assistant Librarian of Systems and 
Cataloging

Emily Butler Waters
Associate Dean, John de Lancie Library

DEVELOPMENT
Marci Generose
Managing Director of Development

Abigail Dickerson
Development Associate

Vince Evangelista
Associate Director of Individual 
Giving and Donor Engagement

Sherryl Fisher
Prospect Researcher

Carleton Gholz
Institutional Giving Officer

Grace Hill
Associate Director of Development 
Operations

* alumnus/alumna
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Lisa Robinson 
Development Writer

Ellen Trappey
Director of Individual Giving and 
Donor Engagement

DIGITAL STRATEGY AND 
INNOVATION
Vince Ford
Senior Vice President of Digital 
Strategy and Innovation

Executive Director of the 
Performance Innovation Lab

Field-McFadden Chair in Digital Studies

Audio/Visual
Daniel Armistead
Media Production Manager

Matt Hagestuen
Video Director and Editor

Bryan Rider
Senior Producer

Drew Schlegel
Director of Audio Engineering

Jonah Shortall
Videographer and Associate Editor

Information Technology
Dana Gordon
Senior Director of Information and 
Academic Technology

Derek DeMauro
Associate Director of Information 
Technology

Jeremy Redrup
Senior Helpdesk Technician

Domenic Rocca
Academic Technology Specialist

Marketing
Kristen Manka-White
Senior Director, Marketing

L. Cruz Maria Carriero 
Event Specialist

Josh Hartman
Associate Director of Marketing

Amanda Leah Davis
Marketing Manager, Audience 
Development and Experience

Anna Rivera 
Patron Services Assistant

Joanna Scorese 
Event Specialist

Bailey Spiteri
Marketing Specialist

TOURING AND ARTIST 
MANAGEMENT
Andrew Lane
Vice President, Touring and  
Artist Management

Brayton Arvin
Artist Manager and Booking 
Representative

Julika Castro
Booking Representative, Europe

Catelyn Cohen
Manager of Artist Services

Julie Gaitens
Booking Representative

Lingzi Liu
Manager of Touring Operations

COMMUNICATIONS
Patricia K. Johnson
Vice President of Communications 
and Public Affairs

Ryan Lathan
Associate Director of 
Communications

Brian Wise
Editor, Overtones

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Kimberly Gould
Vice President, People and Culture

Title IX Coordinator

Audrey Deuel
Senior Finance and HR Systems 
Administrator

Sniya Johnson
Manager, Strategic Initiatives and 
Community Culture

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Larry Bomback
Senior Vice President of 
Administration

Mary Claire Sullivan 
Associate Director of Strategic 
Initiatives and Board Liaison

Campus Safety
Chardae Barkley
Receptionist and Campus Safety 
Support Specialist

Omeia Fife
Site Supervisor of Campus Safety

Matthew Frankowski
Director of Campus Safety

Facilities Operations
Natalie Armentrout
Dining Services Director

Steve Casciano
Director of Facility Operations

Luciano Rocca
Facilities Liaison

Finance
Mitchell Bilker
Senior Director of Finance and 
Administration

Tamara Brown
Senior Accountant

Mary Ruddy
Accounts Payable and Student 
Billing Specialist
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VOLUNTEER BOARDS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

Deborah M. Fretz, chair

Edward A. Montgomery Jr., 
vice chair

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+, 
chair emerita

H. F. “Gerry” Lenfest+, 
chairman emeritus

Louis P. Barbarin

Victoria Bok

William R. Brody

Michelle Cann*

Anthony B. Creamer III

Roberto Díaz*

Nick DiBerardino*

Gordon Fowler

Judith D. Freyer

Mignon Groch

William Horn*

Marsha Hunter*

Andrew Jacobs*

Brian Jandrucko

Linda E. Johnson

Lisa Liem^

Yuen Sung “Y.S.” Liu

Connie B. McCann

John H. McFadden

Frank J. Mechura

John J. Medveckis

Robert H. Mundheim

C. Richard Neu

Robert H. Rock

Mark E. Rubenstein

Jay H. Tolson

Penelope P. Watkins

Jerry Wind

Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz

Amy Yang

Nadia A. Zerhouni

Larry Bomback, treasurer

Mary Claire Sullivan, secretary

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Peter A. Benoliel

Sheldon M. Bonovitz

Carolyn S. Burger

Joseph M. Field

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.

Alan R. Hirsig+

Scott M. Jenkins

Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Bong S. Lee, M.D.

Christina Weiss Lurie

David G. Marshall

Betty H. Matarese

John A. Nyheim+

Albert E. Piscopo

Robert Pollack

Samuel R. Shipley III

Amanda W. Smoot

MARY LOUISE CURTIS BOK FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bayard R. Fiechter, president

Victoria Bok, vice president

Joseph M. Field, secretary

Scott M. Jenkins, treasurer

A. Margaret “Stormy” Bok+

Tomas J. Bok, Ph.D.

Gary Graffman*

James R. “Robin” Ledwith+

Milton L. Rock, Ph.D.+

Robert H. Rock

Brett Rubinson

Samuel R. Shipley III

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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DONORS

LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY
We extend our deepest gratitude to the generous donors whose cumulative lifetime giving to 
the Curtis Institute of Music has exceeded $1 million. These individuals and organizations set an 
inspiring example of leadership and extraordinary philanthropy, and we are grateful for their 
enduring support. (This list includes gifts received through December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mrs. Nina Albert+
Mr. William A. Albert
The Allerton Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
Mrs. Evelyn Axelrod+

Dr. Herbert R. Axelrod+

Estate of Maryjane Mayhew  
 Barton
Mrs. Cary William Bok+

Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III+

William R. Brody and  
 Hyunah Yu Brody
Estate of Vera D. Bruestle
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

Mr.+ and Mrs. William C.  
 Buck
Mr. William D. Burns+
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
California Community  
 Foundation
Elaine W. Camarda and  
 A. Morris Williams Jr.
Fondation Charidu
Mr. L. Daniel Dannenbaum+  
 and Ms. Kate Hall
Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II  
 Foundation
William B. Dietrich  
 Foundation
Estate of Joseph* and Yvonne*  
 Druian
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner+
Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field  
 Foundation

Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues  
 Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith  
 Foundation
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2
Edna L. Harkness* Trust
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Mrs. Ruth D. Heller+
HFGLocust, LP
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William and Nina Hollis  
 Foundation
The Anna-Maria and Stephen  
 Kellen Foundation
Estate of Lester Lanin
Estate of John LaSalandra
Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Lenfest
The Lenfest Foundation
Carol and Howard Lidz
Lisa and Gie Liem^

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Sueyun and Gene Locks
Locks Foundation
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture  
 Foundation
James+ and Betty Matarese
Ms. Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and  
 Lisa D. Kabnick
Estate of Kenneth M. McNeil

John J. Medveckis
J. J. Medveckis Foundation
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  
 Joe Neubauer
Neubauer Family Foundation
Mr. Shaun F. O’Malley+

William Penn Foundation
Commonwealth of  
 Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Council on the  
 Arts, a state agency
Aulana and Bruce Peters
Pew Charitable Trusts
Suzanne H. Poole Trust
The Presser Foundation
Milton L. Rock+ and  
 Constance Benoliel Rock+

Mr. Aaron Rosand+

Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Estate of H. Shaw Roberts  
 Scholl
David* and Jane Schwartz  
 Family Trust
Dorothy Richard Starling  
 Foundation
Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Helen F. Whitaker Fund
Ms. Lillie Lee Winston+

Jack Wolgin+

Wyncote Foundation
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CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORT
The Curtis Institute of Music recognizes the following leadership supporters of the ongoing 
Centennial Campaign, who have generously made gifts to support endowment and other capital 
projects. (This list includes gifts received through December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III*+

William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck+

William D. Burns+
California Community Foundation
Estate of Pearl M. Carpel
Fondation Charidu
Dr. Dorothy del Bueno*

Demeng Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II Foundation
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner*+

Joseph and Marie Field
Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
Deborah M. Fretz
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Bruce J. Gould, M.D. 
Rita E. Hauser
Hauser Foundation
Estate of Ruth Duskin Heller
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hirsig+

Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William A. Horn, M.D.*
The Anna-Maria and  
 Stephen Kellen Foundation

Estate of Zelda Sue Kremer
Estate of John LaSalandra
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^

David* and Jane Schwartz Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky+

Nina Maria Arts and Culture Foundation
Sondra Matesky+

John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil*+

Bob and Guna Mundheim
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Estate of Rose Paul
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Aulana and Bruce Peters
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
The Presser Foundation
Mr. John S. Price*+

Martha Rinaldo Trust
Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Jay H. Tolson
U.S. Department of Education
Nina Baroness von Maltzahn+

Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Estate of Edward Wilk
William O. Winstead Trust
Estate of L. Lee Winston

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS DONORS
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CURTIS CIRCLES
Curtis Circles recognizes a select group of Curtis’s closest friends and supporters who make the 
school’s mission possible. Participation in Curtis Circles begins at $1,250 annually and provides 
an opportunity to be celebrated throughout the year. For more information on qualified giving, 
please contact us at giving@curtis.edu. (These lists include gifts received between June 1, 2022 
and December 31, 2023.)

President’s Circle II
$250,000+
Mark and Robin Rubenstein Penelope and Thomas Watkins

President’s Circle I
$100,000 to $249,999
Anonymous
Joseph and Marie Field
Frederick R. Haas and Rafael Gomez
Rita E. Hauser

Linda E. Johnson and Bruce Ratner
HF Lenfest Fund
Lisa and Gie Liem^

John H. McFadden and Lisa D. Kabnick

Leadership Circle II
$50,000 to $99,999
Derek and Sissela Bok
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Deborah M. Fretz

Mr. Charles C. Freyer and Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Laura and Kenneth Mitchell
Cecilia Segawa Seigle

Leadership Circle I
$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Victoria Bok
William R. Brody and Hyunah Yu Brody
Mr.+ and Mrs. William C. Buck
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris Williams Jr.
CHG Charitable Trust
Anthony B. Creamer III
Mrs. Mary Darne
Conrad and Susan De Jong
Gordon and Patricia Fowler
Allen R. and Judy Brick Freedman
Deborah M. Fretz
Mignon and Jim Groch
Andrew Jacobs* and Katherine Park
Wayne and Wilhelmina Hardee
William A. Horn, M.D.*
Elissa Koljonen* and Roberto Díaz*

Mr. and Mrs. Y. S. Liu
Cornelia B. and R. Ashbrook McCann
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Edward A. Montgomery Jr. 
William S. Mulherin and Joseph F. Baker
Bob and Guna Mundheim
Rosalind and Roy Neff
C. Richard Neu and Virginia L. Ambrosini
Mrs. John A. Nyheim
Robert and Lynne Pollack
Bob and Caro Rock
Jay H. Tolson
Ms. Betty Whelchel and Mr. Doug Kruse
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris Williams Jr.
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz
Tammy Yan
Drs. Nadia and Elias Zerhouni 

DONORS
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Patrons Circle II
$10,000 to $24,999

Anonymous
Tobe Amsterdam
Jim and Janet Averill
Ruth T. Baker
Louis P. Barbarin and Virginia Barbarin
Diane E. Borst and Robert Horowits
Ronnie C. Chan
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Shelly and Scot Fisher
Ms. Priscilla L. Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome R. Glickman
Mr. Dennis Hummel
Marsha Hunter* and Brian K. Johnson

Joan and Irwin Jacobs Fund of the  
 Jewish Community Foundation
Mimi and Robert Lane
Mr. Bruce C. Levy
Nancy Maruyama, MD
James+ and Betty Matarese
Sandra Miller* and Wayne Olson
Mrs. Aulana L. Peters
Judith and James Ritchings
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Lyn M. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Rubenstein
Charles C. and Alison Townsend

Patrons Circle I
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous 
Joyce Arsnow 
Mr. Jeffry Benoliel
Leslie Benoliel
Josephine DiGregorio and Paul Bulau
Mrs. Edith R. Dixon
Ms. Diana D. Duncan
Mary Lou Falcone*

Peter and Pamela Freyd
Professor Frank F. Furstenberg Jr.
Susan and Sherwood "Woody" Goldberg
Marcy Gringlas and Joel Greenberg
Joan Dolgonos Gross*
Mr. Brian J. Jandrucko
Scott and Yardly Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Judy
Ms. Erin Keefe and Mr. Osmo Vänskä
Dr. Bong S. Lee and Ms. Soyoung Kim
Carol and Howard Lidz

Sharon and Frank Lorenzo 
James P. MacElderry+ and Marilyn S. Fishman
James O'Neill and David Rubin
Daria and R. Anderson+ Pew
Catherine and Michael Radbill
Rinaldi Family, Jacobs Music
Renee and Martin Schultz
Drs. Peter Scoles and Angela Smith-Scoles
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Shipley III
Samuel and Kate Sidewater
Richard and Amanda Smoot
Barbara Augusta Teichert
Dominique van de Stadt and Octavio Pajaro^

Peggy Wachs
Dr. Bettyruth Walter
Robert J. Weiner
Carol A. Westfall
Zisman Family Foundation

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS DONORS
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Friends Circle II
$2,500 to $4,999

Shelly and Terry Adelman
Charlotte H. Biddle
Coren and Larry Bomback
Lois Boyce
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Buck III
Phil and Meg Cavanaugh
Dr. and Mrs. Harris R. Clearfield
Peter S. Cressman
Marci Generose
Deborah and Jonathan Hirtle
Jan and Bob Keefe^

Lawrence and Toba Kerson

William A. Loeb
C. Justin Miller*
Ms. Andrea Nobil
Mr. Chad Shampine and Mr. Jeffrey Ferrell
Harold+ and Emily Starr^
Mark N. Steinberger and Ann C. Lebowitz
Ellen J. Steiner
Lawrence Tarlow*

The Victory Foundation
Robert Zimet 
Benjamin E. Zuckerman and Marian Robinson

Friends Circle I
$1,250 to $2,499

Mr. and Mrs. James Alexandre
Joel D. Beaver
Mitch Bilker and Caryn Stivelman
Miriam and Peter Burwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Clifton
Dr. Stuart and Carol Cohn
Frank and Margery Cooper
Curtis Parents in Korea^

Sandra and Michael Dean^

Elise Drake
Drs. Jonas and Susan Ellenberg
Judith and Daniel Francis
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Friedland
Joe and Kathy Gallagher
Susan L. Graham
Adele Aron Greenspun
Kate Hall
Martin Heyworth
Laura Jacobson
Katie and Mark Kessler^
Jim and Jane Knox^

William Lake Leonard
Michele Levin*

Fran and Leon Levy
Allison Nelson Loebbaka*

Joan W. Mackie
Sandy and David Marshall
Robert McDonald*

Joseph and Jeanne McGinn
Alan Morrison*

Lambert* and Jan Orkis
Stephanie Shirvan Pious and Charles Pious
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Rash
Jay and Gretchen Riley
Katherine Rouse
Katie and Tony Schaeffer
Helen E. Scott
Shirley and Cecil Smith
Mark Russell Smith* and  
 Ellen Dinwiddie Smith*

Laurie Sokoloff*

Patricia* and R.V. “Bud” Stone
Mrs. Eva-Maria Tausig
Thomas and Patricia Vernon
Eloise Wood

DONORS
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TRIBUTE GIFTS
Many generous friends of Curtis make their gifts “In memory of” or “In honor of” faculty, 
alumni, friends, and family. We recognize these thoughtful tributes below. (This list includes gifts 
of $500 or more received between June 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023.)

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Rosamonde^ and  
 Orlando*^ Cole
Mr. Joseph E. Somogyi

In memory of Andrea de Lancie
Leila Christine Grad, M.D. Charitable Fund

In memory of Joseph de Pasquale*

Mark Cedel*^

In memory of Eloy Jose Diaz*

Alyce Diaz

In memory of Dolores D. Gillespie
Diane E. Borst and Robert Horowits

In memory of Dorothy Givens
John J. Givens*

In memory of Mason Jones*

Mr. Michael C. Gast*

In memory of Sol Schoenbach
Christopher Millard*

In memory of Steven J. Sidewater 
Samuel and Kate Sidewater

In memory of Eleanor Sokoloff*^

Ms. Barbara A. Gold

In memory of David Soyer
Hampton Mallory*

In memory of Charles Sterne III
DeDe and Tony Brown

Honorary Gifts

In honor of William and Hyunah Yu Brody
W.M. Keck Foundation

In honor of Ruth Butterfield-Winter*
Mr. George P. Winter and  
 Ms. Ruth Butterfield-Winter

In honor of Jonathan Coopersmith 
Katie and Mark Kessler^

In honor of Roberto Díaz*

Dr. and Mrs. Allan Dennis^
Mr. Jon Guenther and  
 Ms. Amy Yang Guenther*
Katie and Mark Kessler^

In honor of Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence N. Weiss

In honor of Bernard Garfield
Daniel Matsukawa*

In honor of Mignon Groch
George Groch

In honor of the Horwitz Piano Master Class
Sandy Muller

In honor of Erin Keefe*
Jan and Bob Keefe^

In honor of Lisa C. Liem^

Eric and Lenora Hume

In honor of Mark Rubenstein
Daisy M. Soros

In honor of the Curtis student body 
Rise Newman

DONORS DONORS
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CORPORATE PARTNERS, FOUNDATIONS, AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
We deeply appreciate the gifts from the following corporations, organizations, foundations, and 
government agencies. Their generosity supports the financial health and vibrancy of programs 
essential to the Curtis Institute of Music. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2022 
and December 31, 2023.)

$100,000+

Joseph and Marie Field Foundation
The Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation

Hauser Foundation
Wyncote Foundation

$25,000 to $99,999

Bessemer Trust
CHG Charitable Trust
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
Harold and Helene Schonberg Pianist  
 Scholarship Trust

Julian A. and Lois G. Brodsky Foundation
Pennsylvania Tourism Office
Rubenstein Foundation/Rubenstein Partners
Syde Hurdus Foundation, Inc.
Zerhouni Family Foundation

$10,000 to $24,000

California Community Foundation
Educational Opportunities Inc.
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Friends of the Wanamaker Organ 
Jephson Educational Trusts
Jewish Community Foundation of San Diego
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Landes Family Foundation

The Leo Model Foundation
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
The Philadelphia Cultural Fund
Robert Carwithen Music Foundation
The Samson Foundation
Suzanne F. Roberts Cultural Development Fund
W.M. Keck Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Auldridge Fund
Connelly Foundation
Council for Canadian-American Relations
Crewcial Partners
JKG Florida Business Corp
Marguerite Festorazzi Trust

The Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia
Nyheim Family Foundation
Peggy and Ellis Wachs Family Foundation
PNC Bank
Sidewater Family Foundation, Inc.
Zisman Family Foundation

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent

DONORS
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$2,500 to $4,999

Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation
Jacobs Music Company
Selma Ankist Family Trust

The Presser Foundation
The Victory Foundation

$1,500 to $2,499

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Catherine R. and Anthony A.  
 Clifton Foundation
The McCausland Foundation
Charlotte and William Hinson  
 Charitable Foundation
Chevron Matching Gift
Harold and Elaine Friedland Foundation
Joe and Kathy Gallagher Fund of  
 Vanguard Charitable

John A. and Catherine M. Koten Foundation
Judith and Mark Brodsky Charitable Fund
Nutmeg Container Corporation
Rittenhouse Foundation
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and  
 Southern New Jersey
WSFS Bank Foundation

CURTIS COLLECTIONS
We are ever grateful to the following donors who have contributed an instrument or other 
material gift to Curtis’s collections. (This list includes gifts received between June 1, 2023 and 
December 31, 2023.)

Bonnie Asher
Burton D. Fine* and Susan Miron*

DeDe and Tony Brown
CHG Charitable Trust
Alyce Diaz, in honor of Eloy Jose Diaz* 
Carol and Howard Lidz

Barbara and Richard Malinsky
Karen Price
Heide I. Rice
Mr. and Dr. Christopher D. Rex
Shirlee S. Schachtel*
Arnold Steinhardt*

DONORS DONORS
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DONORS

THE FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
Following in the visionary and extraordinary footsteps of Mary Louise Curtis Bok, the Founder’s 
Society honors all who have included the Curtis Institute of Music as a beneficiary under their 
wills, trusts, life-insurance policies, retirement plans, and other estate-planning arrangements. 
Curtis greatly appreciates their forward-thinking commitment to Curtis. (List complete as of 
December 31, 2023.)

Anonymous (6)
Carolyn Stanford Adams*
James R. Adler*
Nina+ and William A. Albert
Tobe Amsterdam
Charles A. Armitage*

Audrey Axinn*

Eileen M. Baird+

Edith W. Barnes
Joanne DiMaria Bates*
Frank S. Bayley+

Joel D. Beaver
Peter A. Benoliel
George R. Bernato, Ph.D.
Charlotte H. Biddle
Dr. Claire Boasi
Blair J. Bollinger*
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Edwin H.+ and Joyce M.  
 Bowers
David E. Brinson
Steven and Colleen Brooks
Anthony J. Brown
Louis M. Brown+

Andrew D. Brownstein
Norman Carol*
Robert J. Carwithen*+

Mark Cedel*
Anthony P. Checchia*

Dr. and Mrs. Harris R.  
 Clearfield
Patricia Conway
James and Cynthia Cook
Margaret S. Cooke
Peter S. Cressman

Julie P. Curson
Miles* and Susan Davis
Susan D. DeCamp
Joan DeJean
Roberto Díaz*

Evan and Mary Ann Dunnell
Bernard L. Edelstein+

Stephen* and Mrs. Josephine  
 Edwards
Frederick and Barbara+  
 Engstrom
Anne C. Ewers
W. Rowe+ and Anne T.  
 Fesperman
Bayard R. Fiechter
Beverly Werner Freeman
Marie E. Frey
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer
Edith Evans Frumin*

Dinah F. Fulton
Andrew G. Geoghegan
George W. Gephart Jr.
Elizabeth P. Glendinning+

Barbara A. Gold*, in honor of  
 Eleanor B. Sokoloff*^+

Rachel Bok Goldman
Dr. Harriet Goodman^

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Gary* and Naomi+ Graffman
Adele H. Gray
Daron Aric Hagen*

Nancy S. Halpern
Daniel Hansburg, Esq.,  
 in honor of Rudolf^+ and  
 Peter*+ Serkin

Laura C. Hart
Helene Hathaway Layton
Carol A. Hauptfuhrer
Rita E. and Gustave M.+  
 Hauser
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G.+  
 Heinzen
Alan and Nancy Hirsig+

Karolyn Kirksey Holler+
Marsha Hunter*
Michele Hyk-Farlow
Nancy and Rodney Johnson
Lois Gering Jungas*
Tonu Kalam*

Plato S.*+ and Dorothy  
 Krebill* Karayanis
Carole W. and Samuel H.  
 Karsch
D. Scott+ and Carol Kelley
Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.
Peter King
Craig P. Knox*

Kenneth Kogan
Deborah Komins
Judy Krasnov
Felix G.*+ and Marcia H.  
 Kraus
Zelda Sue Kremer+
Ronald E. Kressman*

Ottilie V. Laden
Robin+ and Kathie Ledwith
Bong S. Lee, M.D.
Owen and Chieh Chang* Lee
Gerry+ and Marguerite Lenfest
Michael Licitra

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent
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Carol S. and Howard L. Lidz
Gie and Lisa Liem^

William A. Loeb
Gary Logsdon*

Sandra and David Marshall
Mr.+ and Mrs. James M.  
 Matarese
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  
 McCarthy
Evelyn L. McCarty*

Dr. Donald G. McDonald*+

Daniel S. McDougall*
David McGill*
Dr. Kenneth M. McNeil+
Susan and Frank Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Phyllis Melhado
Madelyn Mignatti
Edward and Susan+  
 Montgomery
Joan M. Moran and  
 William J. Fenza+

James H. Kelleher and  
 Derrik R. G. Morris
Alan Morrison*

Barbara Moskow*

William S. Mulherin and  
 Joseph F. Baker
Ronald+ and Barbara Nelson
C. Richard Neu

John A. Nyheim+

Jennifer Orchard*

John N. Park
Joan Lardner Paul
R. Anderson Pew+

B. J. Phillips
Sharman Plesner*
Robert Pollack
John W. Pruett*
Cynthia Raim*

Claudia C. Rash
Helen K. Rehl
Heide Rice, M.D.*
Martin Riskin
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Dr. Harry Rosenthal
Mrs. Samuel R. Rossman+

Joanne Rubel
Brett Rubinson
Karen Saler
Constance Scheurer
Cecilia Segawa Seigle
Michael and Julie Serber^
Robert and Joan Shaffer
Richard A. Shapp*

Martha J. Sheil*
Peter B. Shevell, in honor of  
 Dorothea Posel
Samuel R. Shipley

Lisa Karen Shusko
Steven P. Singer, M.D. and   
 Alan Salzman, M.D.
Ronald D. Smith, M.D.
Amanda W. Smoot
Dr. Noel Snyder*
Martin P. Stepper*
Charles Sterne III+

Mr.+ and Mrs. Josiah   
 Stevenson IV
Erna Szekeres
Arlene and Irving+ Tashlick
James Testa
Shirley Trepel*
Benita Valente*

Thomas G. Waldman+

Claudia Walker*
Penelope Wike Watkins
Mr. and Mrs.+ Emanuel   
 Weinstein
Robert J. Weiner
Alex*+ and Marguerite Wilson
Eleanor Winslow
Dr. Thomas Wolf
Elizabeth A. Wright
Efrem Zimbalist III
Marian Robinson and   
 Benjamin E. Zuckerman
Raymond and Joan Zumoff

* alumnus/alumna        + deceased        ^ Curtis parent
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32023–24 SEASON TIME TO DISCOVER

THE FOREST COMES ALIVE IN JANÁČEK’S WOODLAND FABLE

THE CUNNING LITTLE VIXEN

Join us for the final event of the 2023–24 season. 
Curtis Opera Theatre presents Janáček’s masterpiece 
and one of the most powerful operatic works of the 
20th century.

Visit Curtis.edu for full event calendar. 

MAY 2–3 AT 7:30 P.M. & MAY 4–5 AT 3 P.M.
PERELMAN THEATER, KIMMEL CENTER

VINAY PARAMESWARAN, CONDUCTOR
JOHN MATSUMOTO GIAMPIETRO, STAGE DIRECTOR
CURTIS OPERA THEATRE



Curtis Symphony Orchestra is 
proud to partner with Frederick Haas  

and the Wyncote Foundation  
on this season’s performances.


