Case Stories

You can sometimes learn a lot about a musician by
peering into their open instrument case. On a backstage
visit before the Curtis Symphony Orchestra’s October

concert, four string players gave us a mini tour. >

BY JAMIE McCRARY
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Sooeon Kim, violin

Case highlights:

Poster from her first solo recital;

Snoopy card; baby violin bow

» Performance inspiration
| knew | wanted to be a
performer after my first solo
recital. | was 11 years old
performing at Kumho Art Hall
in South Korea. It was my
first time performing by my-
self, and | remember feeling
true happiness on stage. |
keep this recital poster be-
cause it continues to inspire
me before | perform.

» Practice motivation
[Snoopy] was my former
teacher’s favorite character
and keeping it in my case
motivates me to practice. My
teacher was like a second
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mom to me—she’s actually
my godmother back home.

| always want to make her
proud, so it helps me lock in
while practicing.

» Playing around Even
though my friend gave this to
me for fun, | still use it often
to practice slowing my bow
speed. It’s a good reminder
to have fun—but still serves
as a good practice tool.
Sooeon Kim, from South
Korea, studies with Shmuel
Ashkenasi and Pamela Frank,
is the Martin and Sarah Taylor
Fellow and entered Curtis

in 2022.
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