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Michelle Cann Biography (full-length version) 
Current as of September 2026. Please do not edit without permission. 

Grammy Award-winning pianist Michelle Cann has been lauded as “exquisite” by the Philadelphia 
Inquirer and “a pianist of sterling artistry” by Gramophone. Recent engagements include 
appearances with Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the Cleveland Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, National Symphony Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, and Orquestra Sinfônica 
Municipal de São Paulo. She is a recipient of the Sphinx Medal of Excellence and the Andrew Wolf 
Chamber Music Award, and she served as the inaugural Christel DeHaan Artistic Partner of the 
American Piano Awards. 

In August 2026, Cann performed the world premiere of Valerie Coleman’s Piano Concerto No. 1 
with the Colorado Music Festival and conductor Peter Oundjian. Highlights of Cann’s 2026-27 
season include performances of the Coleman Concerto with the Detroit Symphony, as well as 
performances of Gershwin Concerto in F with the Charlotte Symphony, Brahms Concerto No. 1 
with Phoenix Symphony, and Florence Price Concerto in One Movement with Chineke! Orchestra 
at London’s Southbank Centre. Her recital appearances include Philadelphia Chamber Music 
Society in collaboration with the Dover Quartet, as well as solo recitals presented by Northeastern 
Illinois University’s Jewel Box Series and University of North Carolina Greensboro. 

Recognized as a leading interpreter of the piano music of Florence Price, Cann performed the New 
York City premiere of Price’s Piano Concerto in One Movement with The Dream Unfinished 
Orchestra in July 2016 and the Philadelphia premiere with The Philadelphia Orchestra and Music 
Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin in February 2021. Her recording of the concerto with the New York 
Youth Symphony won a Grammy Award in 2023 for Best Orchestral Performance. She won a 
Grammy Award in 2025 for Beyond the Years: Unpublished Songs of Florence Price, recorded with 
soprano Karen Slack. Her acclaimed debut solo album Revival, featuring music by Price and 
Margaret Bonds, was released in May 2023 on the Curtis Studio label. She has also recorded two 
Price piano quintets with the Catalyst Quartet as a part of the quartet’s UNCOVERED series. 
Dedicated to championing works by emerging composers, Cann and cellist Tommy Mesa recorded 
Our Stories, an album of new works by five living composers of color, which was released in 
November 2023. 

A celebrated chamber musician, Cann has collaborated with leading artists such as the Catalyst, 
Dover, and Juilliard string quartets, Imani Winds, violinists Timothy and Nikki Chooi, soprano Karen 
Slack, and mezzo-soprano J’Nai Bridges. She regularly performs duo piano concerts with her 
sister, pianist Kimberly Cann, as the Cann Duo. She has also appeared as co-host and collaborative 
pianist with NPR’s From The Top, collaborating with actor/conductor Damon Gupton, violinist Leila 
Josefowicz, and violinist and MacArthur Fellow Vijay Gupta. Cann’s numerous media appearances 
include Performance Today, PBS Great Performances’ Now Hear This, and Living the Classical 
Life. 
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Embracing a dual role as performer and pedagogue, Cann is frequently invited to teach 
masterclasses, give lecture-demonstrations, and lead teaching residencies. Recent residencies 
include the Gilmore International Keyboard Festival and the Music Teachers National Association 
National Conference. She has recorded lessons for tonebase, the popular piano lesson platform. 
She has also served on the juries of the Cleveland International Piano Competition, the Kauffman 
Music Center International Youth Piano Competition, and the piano competition of the Music 
Academy of the West. 

Cann holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in piano performance from the Cleveland Institute of 
Music, where she studied with Paul Schenly and Dr. Daniel Shapiro, and an Artist’s Diploma from 
Curtis Institute of Music, studying with Robert McDonald. She joined the Curtis piano faculty in 
2020 as the inaugural Eleanor Sokoloff Chair in Piano Studies and also serves on the piano faculty 
of the Manhattan School of Music. 

Listen now to Michelle Cann’s solo album Revival, Music of Price and Bonds, by scanning the QR 

code below using the camera on your mobile phone. More information at curtis.edu/revival. 

 

 

Follow Michelle Cann on Instagram: @michelleacann 

Michelle Cann is represented worldwide by Curtis Artist Management at Curtis Institute of Music. 
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