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CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 
EST. 1924 

Founded by visionary 
philanthropist Mary Louise 
Curtis Bok in 1924.

Tuition-free education for all 
students, always.

With the world’s greatest young 
artists, we are small by design 
with a student body of 160. 

Located in the vibrant heart of 
Philadelphia, at Rittenhouse 
Square. 

Globally acclaimed as one of  
the finest music conservatories.
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Read about Curtis’ 
first 100 years at
curtis.edu/history

Our mission is to educate and 
train exceptionally gifted young 
musicians to engage a local and 
global community through the 
highest level of artistry.



Dear Friends,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the second Curtis Symphony Orchestra 
concert of the 2026–27 school year. Alongside their colleagues, our young musicians 
have worked with Maestro Yannick Nézet-Séguin to prepare one of the most 
monumental works in the repertoire—Mahler’s Ninth Symphony, which the Curtis 
orchestra has presented only once before in our history. Not only that, but they also 
had the chance to discover a newer work that was premiered by The Philadelphia 
Orchestra on this very stage just a few years ago—Valerie Coleman’s Umoja.

As a graduate of Curtis and a former member of Curtis Symphony Orchestra, I can 
say that these concerts are so exciting to prepare and perform. I remember rehearsing 
both cornerstone and rarer works like these, guided by world-renowned conductors, 
like Maestro Nézet-Séguin, creating memories that have echoed throughout my career 
as a violist. These experiences provided me with the most solid of foundations and the 
confidence to forge my artistic path. 

There are still so many more Curtis performances ahead of us this year—we hope you 
can join us often! Next week, Curtis Opera Theatre performs Carlisle Floyd’s masterful 
and haunting American opera, Susannah, at the Philadelphia Film Center. In March, 
Curtis Symphony Orchestra returns to Marian Anderson Hall for our third and final 
concert of the year, featuring Shostakovich’s Fourth Symphony and a world premiere 
by conductor Osmo Vänskä. And throughout the coming months, we offer dozens of 
free recitals, new music concerts, and events at Curtis. 

Of course, all of this is made possible thanks to the generous support of friends like 
you. We are immensely grateful for the time and resources that you invest in our 
students and our school. Thank you for all you do for Curtis. 

Warmly,

Roberto Díaz (Viola ’84) 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Nina von Maltzahn President’s Chair

James and Betty Matarese Chair 
in Viola Studies

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Orchestral concerts are supported by the Jack Wolgin Curtis Orchestral Concerts Endowment Fund.

Guest conductor appearances for each Curtis Symphony Orchestra performance are made possible 
by the Rita E. and Gustave M. Hauser Chair in Conducting Studies. 

Curtis received funding from Pennsylvania Creative Industries, powered by the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS

Yannick Leads Mahler 9
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2026, 5:00 P.M.
Marian Anderson Hall, Kimmel Center

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

Yiran Zhao, Rita E. Hauser Conducting Fellow

Curtis Symphony Orchestra 
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PROGRAM

VALERIE 
COLEMAN

Umoja (Anthem of Unity)
Yiran Zhao, Rita E. Hauser Conducting Fellow

INTERMISSION

GUSTAV 
MAHLER

Symphony No. 9 in D major
Andante comodo
Im Tempo eines gemächlichen Ländlers
Rondo. Burleske: Allegro assai. Sehr trotzig
Adagio. Sehr langsam und noch zurückhaltend

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

This concert runs approximately two hours, including one 20-minute intermission.

Umoja (Anthem of Unity) by Valerie Coleman presented under license from Coleman Page Music, LLC.

Symphony No. 9 by Gustav Mahler presented under license from Boosey and Hawkes, Inc.

Photographic and recording equipment may not be used in Marian Anderson Hall.
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Umoja (Anthem of Unity) 
Valerie Coleman (b. 1970)
14 minutes

With Umoja (Anthem of Unity), Valerie 
Coleman became the first African 
American woman to receive a commission 
from the Philadelphia Orchestra. Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin led its premiere with the 
ensemble in September 2019, kicking 
off what became a fruitful ongoing 
partnership. In the years since, Nézet-
Séguin has led the premieres of Coleman’s 
Seven O’Clock Shout, which saluted 
frontline workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Eternal Flame, which featured 
soprano Angel Blue, and Concerto for 
Orchestra (Renaissance), about the 
Harlem Renaissance and the Great 
Migration.

Umoja is an expansion of a short piece 
that Coleman wrote in 1997 for women’s 
choir and later adapted for Imani Winds, 
the wind quintet she co-founded and 
performed with as a flutist until 2018 
(since 2021 it has been Curtis’ faculty 
wind quintet). Its title means “unity” in 
Swahili, and the word is linked to the 
first of the seven days of Kwanzaa. In 
a program note, Coleman writes that 
the first version of Umoja evoked the 
“tribal unity” of a drum circle in which 
participants share oral histories in 
call-and-response fashion. When she 
expanded the piece for orchestra, it grew 
in sophistication, beginning with sustained 
ethereal passages that feature a bowed 
vibraphone and the introduction of a solo 
violin melody. That sweetly singing theme, 
she said, is “an earnest reminiscence of 
Appalachian-style music.” 

But tension arrives in dissonant brass 
and percussion interruptions, signifying 
“the clash of injustices, racism and hate 
that threatens to gain a foothold in the 

world today.” There is an aggressive 
exchange between the upper winds and 
percussion before a return to the opening 
melody, reminding listeners of kindness 
and humanity. “Through the brass-led 
ensemble tutti,” Coleman concludes, “the 
journey ends with a bold call of unity that 
harkens back to the original anthem.” 

Symphony No. 9 in D major 
Gustav Mahler (1860–1911)
4 movements | 81 minutes

Gustav Mahler’s Ninth Symphony is 
the middle work of what is sometimes 
regarded as his farewell trilogy. It began 
with Das Lied von der Erde, a work he 
refused to label Symphony No. 9 out of a 
superstitious fear of death (Beethoven and 
Bruckner, among others, died after writing 
their ninth symphonies), and ended with 
the Tenth, which was left unfinished when 
he died of pneumonia two months before 
his 51st birthday (effectively affirming the 
superstition). 

As Mahler’s last completed score 
presented to the public, the Ninth is 
often read as his farewell to life—a 
long goodbye. But some historians and 
musicians have discouraged a too-facile 
reading of this, arguing that Mahler was 
more interested in the idea of a farewell 
than in delivering a personal farewell. 
To suggest otherwise would make the 
Ninth an exercise in sentimentality while 
ignoring its sharper edges.

Still, there is a strong biographical 
subtext to the Ninth Symphony. When 
Mahler began composing it in the spring 
of 1909, he’d recently experienced a series 
of personal ordeals: the sudden death 
of his four-year-old daughter Maria from 
scarlet fever, his forced resignation from 
the Vienna State Opera, and the diagnosis 

PROGRAM NOTES
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of a serious heart ailment, which would 
be the underlying cause of his own death 
in 1911. More than ever, he savored his 
summertime retreats to the countryside 
and composed much of the Ninth at a 
rented farmhouse in the Dolomites.

At roughly 25 minutes, the first 
movement is as long as many four-
movement symphonies, and yet Mahler 
sustains a taut musical argument through 
continuous variation and expansion 
(loosely speaking, it’s a sonata form). 
Leonard Bernstein (Conducting ’41) 
famously compared the halting opening 
rhythm to the irregular pulse of Mahler’s 
heartbeat. Other commentators have 
discerned nods to Beethoven’s “Farewell” 
Piano Sonata (in the falling two-note 
figure) and Johann Strauss II’s waltz 
Freut euch des Lebens (“Enjoy Life”). The 
nostalgic opening theme appears in at 
least a dozen different guises, gathering 
force as it travels through sections of the 
orchestra. 

The second movement finds Mahler 
returning to one of his favorite musical 
forms, the Austrian ländler. But the jolly 
rustic mood doesn’t last, giving way to 
a sinister and increasingly disorienting 
waltz—a “dance of death,” according to the 
theorist and philosopher Theodor Adorno. 
This is followed by a second ländler theme, 
this one more lilting and sentimental. The 
three dances intertwine and then break 
down in the coda, suggesting a farewell to 
the innocence of Austrian peasant culture.

The inner tensions of the first two 
movements erupt in the stormy third 
movement, which Mahler calls a Rondo-
Burleske, and asks to be played “very 
defiantly.” The composer unleashes 
a thicket of counterpoint (rooted in 
his studies of Bach), and while the 
prevailing mood is harsh and tumultuous, 

there are quieter moments too: one 
phantasmagorical passage foreshadows 
the fourth movement.

The main theme of the finale is built on 
a simple gruppetto (a four-note ornament) 
that was previewed in the middle of 
the third movement. With this daringly 
simple building block, Mahler sets up a 
great, spacious hymn, led by the horn 
and expanded by the full string choir. 
But a dark tension appears too, as a 
contrabassoon-led countersubject arrives 
about five minutes in and intervenes at 
several points. After an echo of Mahler’s 
Kindertotenlieder (Songs on the Death 
of Children), the muted string theme 
disintegrates in the coda, and by the end, 
only the gruppetto remains, increasingly 
hesitant.

Bruno Walter, who in 1912 conducted 
the Ninth's posthumous premiere with the 
Vienna Philharmonic, became one of the 
piece's leading advocates. He also made a 
case for the symphony as autobiography, 
describing the last movement as Mahler’s 
peaceful “farewell to the world... like the 
melting of a cloud in the ethereal blue.”

—Brian Wise

PROGRAM NOTES
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ARTISTS

YANNICK NÉZET-SÉGUIN, conductor 

A member of the school’s faculty since 
2013, Canadian-born Yannick Nézet-
Séguin is head of conducting at the 
Curtis Institute of Music. Yannick is music 
and artistic director of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, music director of New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera, and artistic director 
and principal conductor of Montreal’s 
Orchestre Métropolitain. Widely 
recognized for his consummate artistry, 
he has established himself as a musical 
leader of the highest caliber and one of 
the most thrilling and sought-after talents 
of his generation. His collaborative style, 
deeply rooted musical curiosity, and 
boundless enthusiasm, paired with a fresh 
approach to orchestral programming, have 
been heralded by critics and audiences 
alike.

Yannick’s talents extend beyond 
symphonic music into the world of opera 
and choral music. His critically acclaimed 
performances at New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera, the Vienna State Opera, Milan’s 
La Scala, London’s Royal Opera House, 
and Dutch National Opera demonstrate 
that he is an artist of remarkable versatility 
and depth. He enjoys close collaborations 
with the Berlin Philharmonic, the Vienna 
Philharmonic, the Bavarian Radio 
Symphony, and notable European festivals 
including the BBC Proms, Edinburgh, 
Lucerne, Salzburg, Berlin, and Grafenegg. 
Throughout Europe and North America, 
his appearances have left indelible marks 
on the international classical music scene. 

Yannick has shown a deep commitment 
to expanding the repertoire by embracing 
an ever-growing and diverse group of 
today’s composers and by performing and 
recording the music of underappreciated 
composers of the past. His concerts of 
diverse repertoire attract sold-out houses, 

and he continues to make connections 
within the diverse communities of 
Philadelphia, showing his commitment to 
engaging music lovers of all ages across 
the region.

He is a five-time Grammy Award winner 
and records for Deutsche Grammophon. 
His recent recordings include projects 
with The Philadelphia Orchestra, the 
Metropolitan Opera, Chamber Orchestra 
of Europe, Orchestre Métropolitain, Berlin 
Philharmonic, soprano Renée Fleming, and 
mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato, as well 
as the soundtrack for Maestro, and his first 
solo piano album.

A native of Montreal, Yannick studied 
piano, conducting, composition, and 
chamber music at the Conservatoire de 
music du Québec. His honors include 
Musical America’s Artist of the Year, Royal 
Philharmonic Society Award, Canada’s 
National Arts Centre Award, the Virginia 
Parker Prize, the Prix Denise-Pelletier, and 
Prix Oskar Morawetz. He holds honorary 
doctorates from the University of Québec 
in Montreal, Westminster Choir College, 
the University of Pennsylvania, Curtis 
Institute of Music, and many others.

YIRAN ZHAO, Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow

Conductor, composer, pianist, and 
soprano Yiran Zhao, from Beijing, studies 
conducting at Curtis with Yannick Nézet-
Séguin and James Ross as the Rita E. 
Hauser Conducting Fellow and entered 
Curtis in 2025.

Zhao serves as assistant conductor of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra for the 
2026–27 and 2027–28 seasons. She was 
a 2025 conducting fellow at Tanglewood, 
where she conducted in 15 concerts 
leading the Tanglewood Music Center 
Orchestra, vocal fellows, and chamber 
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ensembles through a variety of repertoire 
including numerous world premieres. 
She made her conducting debut with 
the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra’s 
Mendelssohn Academy in June 2026, and 
with the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 
April 2026. In summer 2027 and spring 
2028, she will return to the Koussevitzky 
Music Shed and Boston Symphony Hall 
to lead the orchestra in full subscription 
concerts.

As a composer, Zhao is published 
by Hinshaw Music and was a national 
winner of the 2024 American Prize for 
Composition. She holds a Master of 
Music degree in choral conducting from 
Yale School of Music, and a Bachelor of 
Music degree in piano and theory and 
composition from Westminster Choir 
College. During the 2024–25 season 
she taught courses in music theory and 
conducting at the Eastman School of 
Music and served as assistant conductor 
of Eastman Musica Nova. 

Zhao performs as a soprano with the 
Grammy-winning vocal ensembles The 
Crossing and Apollo’s Fire, and she was a 
VOCES8 US Scholar during the 2023–24 
season. She served as a church organist 
and music director for five years, and is 
currently a staff pianist at the University 
of Pennsylvania. She was an assistant 
conductor of the NYO-USA and NYO2 in 
summer 2026.

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Combining outstanding talent with 
unparalleled enthusiasm for making music 
together, Curtis Symphony Orchestra is 
a cornerstone of the Curtis Institute of 
Music experience and an essential part of 
Philadelphia’s brilliant cultural landscape. 
For over 100 years, our extraordinary 
students have honed their skills and 
expanded their musical horizons as they 
prepare for professional careers with the 
world’s leading orchestras and chamber 
ensembles. Under the mentorship of 
internationally renowned conductors, 
including Yannick Nézet-Séguin, Osmo 
Vänskä, Marin Alsop, Simon Rattle, and 
Robert Spano, Curtis students present 
audiences with an array of inspiring 
programming, ranging from the time-
honored to dynamic new works.

ARTISTS



12

Violin

Sameer Agrawal 
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod 
Fellow

Alexandra Cooreman 
Milka Violin Artist Fellow

Bade Dastan 
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz Fellow

Anaïs Feller 
Tobe Amsterdam Fellow

Audrey Goodner* 
William M. Hollis Principal Chair 
Boris Kiryluk Memorial Fellow

Yiyang Hou 
Mundheim Family Fellow

Zhenyi Jiang 
Dorothea and Ray Posel Fellow

Maria Jojatu 
Bob and Caro Rock Fellow

Sacha Jorba-Wu 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Gaeun Kim 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Sooeon Kim 
Martin and Sarah Taylor Fellow

Na Hyun Della Kyun 
William A. Loeb Fellow

Chaeyeon Lee 
Florence R. Laden Memorial 
Fellow

Hairui Lei 
Jean J. Sterne Fellow

Hyun Jae Lim 
Carol S. and Howard L. Lidz 
Fellow

Boha Moon 
Thomas D. Watkins Fellow

Jonathan Okseniuk 
Efrem Zimbalist Fellow

Jieon Park 
Milka Violin Artist Fellow

Zhiyuan Qian 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Kei Saotome 
Shaun F. O'Malley Fellow

Justin Saulnier+ 
Hollis Family Principal Chair 
Mary Louise Curtis Bok Fellow

Xingchi Shen 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Hannah Tam 
Demeng Foundation Fellow

Dandan Jingfei Wang 
Nina von Maltzahn Fellow

Dindin Jingyi Wang 
Stanley and Bertha Rogasner 
Fellow

Niccolo Wu 
John S. Price Fellow

Huei-Chiao Christina Yang 
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris 
Williams Jr. Fellow

Himari Yoshida 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Olivia Zhang 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Viola

Kay Ito 
Grace Sherman Fellow

Hanna Jang 
Jean J. Sterne Fellow

Yunji Jang 
Dorothy J. del Bueno Fellow

Bailin Jian 
Arthur and Hilda Stander Fellow

Soohyurn Lee 
Sueyun and Gene Locks Fellow

Davin Mar 
Irene R. Miller Fellow

Hehe Qi 
Robert Ehrman Fellow

Dillon Scott 
Mark E. Rubenstein Fellow

Nazeeh Shahid◊ 
Independence Foundation Chair 
Walter and Leonore Annenberg 
Fellow

Samuel Tatsuki 
Fellowship from an Anonymous 
Donor

Haixin Wan 
Demeng Foundation Fellow

Michelle Jieun Yoo 
Lester Henry Grundy Fellow

Cello

Ninah Chan 
Laura LaRosa Fellow

Romain-Olivier Gray 
Maurice Gendron Memorial 
Fellow

Jonah Kernis 
Charles and Judith Freyer Fellow

TaeYeon Kim 
Jacqueline du Pré Memorial 
Fellow

Carson Ling-Efird◊ 
Nina B. Hollis Principal Chair 
Joseph Druian Fellow

Kwanyun Loo 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Chi-Wen Wendy Lu 
Florence and Milton Levy Fellow

Sieun Park 
Bernice and Howard Levinson 
Fellow

Elliot Sloss 
Peter King Fellow

Eiline Tai 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Shangzhou Xia 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Ziyu Zhang 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Double Bass

Maggie Carter 
Samuel and Sarah Fuchs Fellow

Gavin Hardy 
Anthony B. Creamer III Fellow

Heidi Lee 
Carol Coe Conway Memorial 
Fellow

Devin O’Brien◊ 
Hollis Family Principal Chair 
Thomas and Patricia Vernon 
Fellow

Rosalyn Shin 
Gie and Lisa Liem Fellow

Eugene Zhang 
Albert M. Greenfield Fellow

Joseph Zhang 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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CURTIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Flute

Emily DeNucci 
Gerry and Marguerite Lenfest 
Fellow

Eunah Kim 
Laura and Bill Buck Fellow

Stephanie Kim 
Julius Baker Fellow

Karen Kobayashi 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Enhan Li 
Reaumur and Mary Corrin 
Winston Fellow

Oboe

Nabeel Ansari 
Gephart Family Fellow

Izaiah Cheeran 
John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation Fellow

Hingyi Cui 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Eric Davidson 
John J. Medveckis Fellow

Fátima Landa Velázquez 
Prieto Family Fellow

Clarinet

Taig Egan 
Mark and Esther Kramer Fellow

Chin-I Lee 
Ruth and Eugene Helmer Fellow

Hyein Oh 
Arlene and Irving Tashlick Fellow

Tzu-Yi Yu 
Valerija and Ladislaus Medveckis 
Fellow

Brian Zhao 
Jeanette S. Epstein Memorial 
Fellow

Bassoon

Damian Carrasco-Alvarado 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Ella Jackson 
William Curtis Bok Bassoon 
Fellow

Javlon Khayitov 
Carrie L. Tolson Memorial Fellow

Hyun Jung Kim 
Cecilia Segawa Fellow

Katelyn Nguyen 
Edward Montgomery Fellow

Horn

Elizabeth Crafton 
Robert Montgomery Scott Fellow

Isabella Craig 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Grace Doerr 
Allerton Foundation Fellow

Saeanna Feuer 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Marcus Shaw 
Bernard M. Guth Fellow

Madelyn Urbine 
Judith and James Ritchings 
Fellow

Trumpet

Noah Bender 
Ralph Berkowitz Fellow

Jeremy Bryant 
Jack Wolgin Fellow

Ori Krakowski 
Clark Associates Charitable 
Foundation Fellow

Franz Maury 
Louisa Knapp Curtis Fellow

Chris Petrella 
Sandra G. and David G. Marshall 
Fellow

Trombone

Elijah Baker 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Xiuzhang Charlie Cao 
Harry L. and Cecilia F. Slavin 
Fellow

Beanie Lee 
William W. Bernheim Fellow

Noah Urquidi, bass trombone 
Hirsig Family Fellow

Tuba

Christian Jeon 
Dr. Bong S. Lee Fellow

Timpani and Percussion

Rubén Acuña González 
Edwin B. Garrigues Fellow

Pengyu Bao 
Felix Meyer Fellow

Maxence Dauriat 
Richard A. Doran Fellow

Xiang Ni 
Allerton Foundation Percussion 
Fellow

Zachary Thomas 
J. Oliver Lewis Memorial Fellow

Harp

Isabel Cárdenes 
Maryjane Mayhew Barton Fellow

Hannah Chen 
L. Daniel Dannenbaum Fellow
2026 Barbara M. Irish Harp 
Awardee

Maya Lindsey 
Marilyn Costello Memorial Fellow

Conducting

Mariana Corichi Gómez 
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow

Samuel Kerr 
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow

Yiran Zhao 
Rita E. Hauser Conducting 
Fellow

*	 concertmaster
◊	 principal
+ 	 principal second violin
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Composition

T. Gregory Bloomfield 
Edwin B. Garrigues Fellow

Liam Cummins 
Anderson and Daria Pew Fellow

Delfin Demiray 
Jimmy Brent Fellow

Sarina Khalili 
Edith Evans Braun Fellow

Isaiah Saranow 
Daniel W. Dietrich II Composition 
Fellow

Sky Yang 
Milton L. Rock Composition Fellow

Guitar
Ruqi Jiang 
Bok Foundation Fellow

Muxin Li 
Huldah Bender Kerner, M.D. Fellow

Bihan Ren 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Xingxing Yao 
Emilio Gravagno Fellow

Organ

Ted Babbitt 
Stephanie Yen-Mun Liem Azar 
Fellow

Andy Brown 
Mrs. Cary William Bok Fellow

Daniel Carroll 
William S. Mulherin and Joseph 
F. Baker Fellow

Daniel Colaner 
Dr. Mi-Wha Lee Fellow

Jessie Zixi Deng 
Gie and Lisa Liem Organ Fellow

Piano

Zexi Jeffrey Dong 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Ásta Dóra Finnsdóttir 
Harold and Helene Schonberg 
Fellow

Yang Jack Gao 
Karolyn Kirksey Holler Fellow

Xuanyan Jessie Gong 
Gerry and Marguerite Lenfest 
Piano Fellow

CharmHee Han 
Michael and Cecilia Iacovella 
Capuzzi Memorial Fellow

Olivia Li 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Elijah Orlenko 
Wike Family Fellow

Fiona Yangyue Cheen 
Eileen Flissler Memorial Fellow

Yixin Shen 
Curtis Institute of Music Fellow

Serena Wang 
Dr. Samuel R. and Mrs. Beatrice 
S. Rossman Fellow

Yenfei Wang 
Nancy Maruyama, M.D. Fellow

Kai-Lang Yang 
Yvonne K. Druian Fellow

Eunseo Yoo 
Edna Harkness Fellow

Adrian Zaragoza 
William A. Horn, M.D. Fellow

Nathaniel Zhang 
Gay Elliot Scott Fellow

Piano Chamber Music

Delvan Lin 
Eleanor and Vladimir Sokoloff 
Fellow in Piano Chamber Music

Vocal Studies and Opera

Abigail Arnold 
Alice Madge and William J. 
Middleton Fellow

Eva Capron 
Myer and Helen K. Schwartz 
Fellow

Henry Drangel 
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz Fellow

Ethan Elsbernd 
Alfred Greenberg Memorial Fellow

Theo Harrah 
Charles and Judith Freyer Fellow 
in Voice

Jack Hicks 
Margaret Aull Wynne and Milly E. 
Wynne Fellow

Sam Higgins 
Eula Mae Pharis Fellow

Isabella Hincksman 
Francis J. Alterman Fellow

Brett Michael Hunter 
Arthur Tracy Fellow

Ryan Jester 
William Horne Fellow

Kate Li 
Nellie Lee Bok Fellow

Maya Mor-Mitrani 
Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher 
Foundation Fellow

Maisy Parker 
Mitchell Family Fellow

Carlyle Quinn 
Lelia A. Wike Fellow

Juliet Renée Rand 
Barbara Moskow Fellow

Jennifer Robinson 
Edith Evans Frumin Fellow

Jeysla Rosario Santos 
Joseph Cairns Jr. and Ernestine 
Bacon Cairns Memorial Fellow

Edward Smith 
Amaranth Foundation Fellow

Celestia Song 
Horace W. Goldsmith Fellow

Harun Ellis Tekin 
Edwin B. Garrigues Fellow

Emilio Vásquez 
William J. Fenza Fellow

Sebastian Wittmoser 
Herrera 
Allen R. and Judy Brick 
Freedman Fellow

Yulin Yan 
Florence Kirk Keppel Fellow

Judy Zhuo 
Horace W. Goldsmith Fellow

String Quartet

Nina von Maltzahn String 
Quartet Program

Poiesis Quartet
Sarah Ying Ma, violin
Coco Mi, violin
Jasper de Boor, viola
Drew Dansby, cello

CURTIS STUDENTS
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FACULTY

PERFORMANCE
Bassoon

Julia Harguindey* 
Daniel Matsukawa*

Cello

Nicholas Canellakis*
Yumi Kendall*
Christine Lee*
Peter Wiley*  
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D. Chair,  
in Honor of Orlando Cole 

Clarinet

Anthony McGill* 
William R. and Hyunah Yu Brody 
Distinguished Chair 

YaoGuang Zhai*

Composition

Nick DiBerardino* 
Rock Chair in Composition 
Studies 

Director, Curtis New Music 
Ensemble 

Jonathan Bailey Holland* 
Amy Beth Kirsten 
Steven Mackey 

Conducting

Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
Head of Conducting 

James E. Ross* 
Director of Orchestral Studies

Double Bass

Edgar Meyer
Harold Hall Robinson 
A. Margaret Bok Chair in  
Double Bass Studies

Flute

Jeffrey Khaner
Chelsea Knox 

Guitar

David Starobin 
Fondation Charidu Chair in 
Guitar Studies

Jason Vieaux

Harp

Elizabeth Hainen 
Maryjane Mayhew Barton Chair 
in Harp Studies

Noël Wan

Horn

Jeffrey Lang^

Jennifer Montone

Oboe

Katherine Needleman* 
Philippe Tondre 

Organ

Jeffrey Brillhart, 
improvisation 

Alan Morrison* 
Haas Charitable Trust Chair in 
Organ Studies

Piano

Michelle Cann* 
Eleanor Sokoloff Chair in  
Piano Studies

Robert McDonald* 
Penelope P. Watkins Chair in 
Piano Studies

Ignat Solzhenitsyn* 
Sondra F. Matesky Chair in Piano 
Studies

Yefim Bronfman*Δ 
Neubauer Family Chair in  
Piano Studies

Timpani and Percussion
Ji Su Jung 
Don Liuzzi 
Eric Millstein 
Rolando Morales-Matos
Joe Nero

Trombone

Blair Bollinger*, bass 
trombone 

Nitzan Haroz 
Matthew Vaughn 

Trumpet

Conrad Jones
Michael Sachs

Tuba

Craig Knox* 
Paul Krzywicki 

Viola

Roberto Díaz* 
James and Betty Matarese Chair 
in Viola Studies

Ed Gazouleas*
Teng Li*

Violin

Shmuel Ashkenasi*
Benjamin Beilman*
Pamela Frank* 
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod 
Chair in Violin Studies

Ida Kavafian 
Nina von Maltzahn Chair in Violin 
Studies

Erin Keefe*
Midori 
Dorothy Richard Starling Chair  
in Violin Studies

Noah Bendix-BalgleyΔ

Vocal Studies and Opera

Miloš Repický 
Director and Hirsig Family Chair 
in Vocal Studies and Opera

Karen Slack* 
Creative Advisor

Amanda Majeski* 
Pedagogical Advisor

John Matsumoto Giampietro  
Dramatic Advisor, Acting Instructor, 
and Resident Stage Director
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Stefano Baldasseroni 
Lynn Baker
Marianne Barrett
Matthieu Cognet 
Julian Grabarek
Grant Loehnig 
Susan Nowicki 
Jinhyun Park 
Reese Revak
Nikolay Verevkin 
Ting Ting Wong 

J’Nai Bridges*Δ

Jarrett Ott*Δ

John Relyea*Δ

Voice Faculty

Patrick Carfizzi 
Alan Held 
Jack Li Vigni 
Elliot Madore*
Amanda Majeski*
Harold Meers
Francesca Rachel 
Mondanaro
Jennifer Rowley
Mark Schnaible 
Dolora Zajick
Julia FaulknerΔ

Chamber Music

Amy Yang* 
Director of Chamber Music and 
Piano Studies 

Michael Rusinek*, clarinet

Robert Van Sice, percussion

Dover Quartet
Joel Link*, violin 
Bryan Lee*, violin 
Julianne Lee*, viola 
Camden Shaw*, cello 

Imani Winds 
Brandon Patrick George, 
flute 
Mekhi Gladden*, oboe 
Kevin Newton, horn 
Mark Dover, clarinet 
Monica Ellis, bassoon 

Performance faculty members

Instructional

Teddy Abrams*
Paul Bryan*
Elena Jivaeva, staff 
accompanist

Yoni Levyatov, staff accompanist

Mark Livshits, staff accompanist

Courtney Orlando
Elijah Smith 
Manager of New Music Activities

Leon Schelhase, harpsichord

MUSICAL STUDIES
Thomas Weaver 
Associate Chair

Julia Zavadsky 
Associate Chair

Leigha Amick*
Ke-Chia Chen* 
Alistair Coleman*
Jacob Friedman
Matthew Glandorf* 
Harrison Hollingsworth*
Andrew Hsu*
Ashley Hsu* 
Chris Rogerson* 
Harvey Sachs 
Keiko Sato* 
Manuel Sosa 
Hsin-Wei Tsai
Anna Yu Wang 
Eric Wen 
Adrian Wong*

CURTIS CENTER 
FOR LEADERSHIP, 
INNOVATION, AND 
PARTNERSHIP
Mary Javian* 
Director and Chair

Vince Ford  
Field-McFadden Chair in Digital 
Studies 

Karen Slack* 
Advisor

Paul Bryan* 
Julia Harguindey* 
Imani Winds
Tanya Kalmanovich 
Bryan Rider 
Louis Russo
Emily Butler Waters 
Christine Witkowski 
Noël Wan
Adrian Wong*

LIBERAL ARTS
Jeanne M. McGinn 
Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Chair of Liberal Arts 

Katelyn Bouska 
Norman Ellman 
Tim Fitts 
Gordana-Dana Grozdanic 
Mia Kang 
Mei Lu 
Joseph McGinn
Caroline Meline 
Michelle Oosterbaan
Carla Puppin 
Austin Rooney 
Jeffrey Stein 
Bethany Swann
Eva-Maria Swidler
Peter Williams

* alumni Δvisiting faculty ^ Curtis parent

FACULTY
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PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Roberto Díaz* 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer
Nina von Maltzahn President’s 
Chair

Julie Moerschel 
Vice President of Executive 
Operations and Strategic 
Initiatives

PROVOST’S OFFICE
Nick DiBerardino* 
Provost and Dean of the 
Conservatory

David Bahanovich 
Associate Provost

Meg Townsend 
Chief of Staff to the Provost

Admissions and  
Student Services

Paul Bryan* 
Director of Assessment and 
Accreditation and Interim 
Registrar, DSO

Patricia Carpino 
Senior Associate Dean of 
Student Services, DSO

Devan DePue 
Coordinator of Residence Life 
and Off-Campus Housing

Kei Fukuda 
Director of Admissions

Darin Kelly 
Senior Director of Scheduling 
and Logistics Management

Veronica McAuley 
Director of Student Financial 
Assistance

Richard McGovern 
Director of Student Life and 
International Student Affairs, 
PDSO

Stefanos Melas 
Assistant Director of Admissions

Keily Tinoco 
Residence Life Associate

Curriculum

Mary Javian* 
Director and Chair, Curtis Center 
for Leadership, Innovation, and 
Partnership

Jeanne M. McGinn 
Senior Associate Dean of 
Academics
Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams 
Jr. Chair of Liberal Arts

Miloš Repický 
Director and Hirsig Family Chair 
of Vocal Studies and Opera

James E. Ross* 
Director of Orchestral Studies

Thomas Weaver 
Associate Chair of Musical Studies

Amy Yang* 
Director of Chamber Music and 
Piano Studies

Julia Zavadsky 
Associate Chair of Musical Studies

Artistic Production

Justin Bowen 
Concert Production Manager

Caleb Bradley 
Orchestra Librarian

McKenna Brunson 
Associate Production Manager, 
Recitals

Jon Guenther 
Chief Piano Technician

Hannah Fioti 
Director of Performance Activities

Santino Lo 
Director of Production, Vocal 
Studies and Curtis Opera 
Theatre

Olivia Rainoff 
Orchestra Manager

Zach Strickland 
Artistic Operations Associate

Isabel Tague 
Administrator, Vocal Studies and  
Curtis Opera Theatre

Laura Vercelli 
Senior Director of Administration 
and Operations, Vocal Studies 
and Curtis Opera Theatre

Jessica Wolford 
Senior Director of Artistic 
Operations and Concert 
Production

Adrian Wong* 
Coordinator of Community 
Partnerships

Rock Resource Center

Peter Williams 
Director of the Rock Resource 
Center

Judy Belland 
Circulation Manager

Barbara Benedett 
Senior Archivist

Ryan Jensen  
Archives Assistant

Sheralyn Milton  
Archivist for Digital Collections

Aliyah Shanti 
Assistant Librarian of Systems 
and Cataloging

Emily Butler Waters 
Associate Dean, John de Lancie 
Library

ADVANCEMENT
Matthew Sware 
Senior Vice President for 
Advancement

Casey Bilger 
Development Associate

Anthony Brown 
Senior Philanthropic Advisor

Marina Curry 
Director of Events and Corporate 
Partnerships

Emily Daly 
Engagement Associate and 
Executive Assistant to the Senior 
Vice President of Advancement

Vince Evangelista 
Associate Director of Major Gifts

Jacob Hofer-GunderKline 
Advancement Services Contractor

Lisa Robinson  
Development Writer

Susan Scauzzo 
Senior Philanthropic Advisor

STAFF
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Ellen Trappey 
Director of Annual Giving and 
Engagementt

Rachel Welsh 
Director of Advancement 
Operations

DIGITAL STRATEGY 
AND INNOVATION
Vince Ford 
Senior Vice President of Digital 
Strategy and Innovation
Executive Director of the 
Innovation Lab
Field-McFadden Chair in Digital 
Studies

Audio/Visual

Daniel Armistead 
Media Production Manager

Matt Hagestuen 
Video Director and Editor

Bryan Rider 
Senior Producer

Drew Schlegel 
Director of Audio Engineering

Yasmina Serville 
Media Associate

Information Technology

Deante Dunn 
Computer Support Specialist 

Domenic Rocca 
Associate Director of Information 
and Academic Technology

Marketing

Amanda Leah Davis 
Associate Director, Patron 
Experience

Josh Hartman 
Associate Director of Marketing

Erika Hollister 
Marketing Specialist 

Nina Phillips 
Patron Services Assistant

Anthony Stacy 
Event Specialist

Jennifer Wilson 
Event Specialist

TOURING AND ARTIST 
MANAGEMENT
Andrew Lane 
Vice President of Touring and  
Artist Management
Executive Director, Curtis Artist 
Management

Brayton Arvin 
Artist Manager and Booking 
Representative

Julika Castro 
Booking Representative, Europe

Catelyn Cohen 
Manager of Artist Services

Adam Dillon 
Assistant Director of Curtis on 
Tour

Steven Halpner  
Booking Representative

COMMUNICATIONS
Patricia K. Johnson 
Vice President of Communications 
and Public Affairs

Jamie McCrary  
Associate Director of 
Communications

Brian Wise 
Editor, Overtones

GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION
Kimberly Gould 
Vice President of Administration 
and Operations
Title IX Coordinator

Sniya Johnson 
Manager, Strategic Initiatives 
and Community Culture

Mary Claire Sullivan  
Director of Operations and 
Board Relations

Campus Safety and  
Facilities Operations

Steve Casciano 
Senior Director of Facilities and 
Campus Safety

Natalie Armentrout 
Dining Services Director

Rose McCarthy 
Facilities Associate

Luciano Rocca 
Facilities Manager

Finance

Tim McGarrity 
Chief Financial Officer

Tamara Brown 
Senior Accountant

Audrey Deuel 
Senior Director of Finance and 
Controller

Mary Ruddy 
Accounts Payable and Student 
Billing Specialist

STAFF

* alumni
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VOLUNTEER BOARDS

Deborah M. Fretz, chair

Victoria Bok, vice chair

Edward A. Montgomery Jr., 
vice chair

Nina Baroness von 
Maltzahn‡, chair emerita

H. F. “Gerry” Lenfest‡, 
chairman emeritus

Louis P. Barbarin
William R. Brody
Anthony B. Creamer III
Nicholas Csicsko
Roberto Díaz*
Judith D. Freyer
Mignon Groch
William Horn*
Marsha Hunter*
Brian Jandrucko
Erin Keefe*
Yumi Kendall*
Lisa Liem^
Yuen Sung “Y.S.” Liu

Connie B. McCann
John H. McFadden
Frank J. Mechura
John J. Medveckis
Irene R. Miller
Robert H. Mundheim
C. Richard Neu
Geoffrey W. S. Okamoto
Juan Luis Prieto R. 
Robert H. Rock
Mark E. Rubenstein
Raj Tewari
Jay H. Tolson
Thomas Weaver
Jerry Wind
Chiona Xanthopoulou-

Schwarz
Nadia A. Zerhouni

Tim McGarrity, treasurer

Mary Claire Sullivan, 
secretary

Trustees Emeriti
Peter A. Benoliel‡
Sheldon M. Bonovitz
Carolyn S. Burger‡
Joseph M. Field
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Alan R. Hirsig‡
Scott M. Jenkins
Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.
James R. “Robin” Ledwith‡
Bong S. Lee, M.D.
Christina Weiss Lurie
David G. Marshall
Betty H. Matarese
John A. Nyheim‡
Albert E. Piscopo
Robert Pollack
Samuel R. Shipley III
Amanda W. Smoot
Penelope P. Watkins

Bayard R. Fiechter, president

Victoria Bok, vice president

Joseph M. Field, secretary

Scott M. Jenkins, treasurer

A. Margaret “Stormy” Bok‡
Tomas J. Bok, Ph.D.

Gary Graffman*‡
James R. “Robin” Ledwith‡
Milton L. Rock, Ph.D.‡
Robert H. Rock
Brett Rubinson
Samuel R. Shipley III

* alumni ‡ deceased ^ Curtis parent

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

MARY LOUISE CURTIS BOK FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Anonymous
Mrs. Nina Albert‡
Mr. William A. Albert
The Allerton Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
Mrs. Evelyn Axelrod‡
Dr. Herbert R. Axelrod‡
Estate of Maryjane Mayhew  
	 Barton*
Mrs. Cary William Bok‡
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Mr. Joseph P. Brinton III‡
William R. and Hyunah Yu  
	 Brody
Estate of Vera D. Bruestle
Bill and Laura Buck‡
J. Mahlon and Elia Buck‡
William D. Burns*‡
Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
California Community  
	 Foundation
Elaine W. Camarda and  
	 A. Morris Williams Jr.
Commonwealth of  
	 Pennsylvania 
Mr. L. Daniel Dannenbaum‡
Daniel W. Dietrich II  
	 Foundation
William B. Dietrich  
	 Foundation
Estate of Joseph and  
	 Yvonne Druian*
Mrs. Judith M. Eisner‡
Joseph and Marie Field
Fondation Charidu
Deborah M. Fretz
Mr. Charles C. Freyer and  
	 Ms. Judith Durkin Freyer

The Edwin B. Garrigues  
	 Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith  
	 Foundation
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Frederick R. Haas and  
	 Rafael Gomez
Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2
Kate Hall
Edna L. Harkness* Trust
Rita E. Hauser
Mrs. Ruth D. Heller‡
HFGLocust, LP
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Nancy  
	 Hirsig‡
Karolyn Holler Music Trust
William and Nina Hollis  
	 Foundation
William A. Horn, M.D.*
Julie Jensen Bryan
The Anna-Maria and Stephen  
	 Kellen Foundation
Estate of Lester Lanin
Estate of John LaSalandra
Mr.+ and Mrs. H. F. Lenfest
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer  
	 and Joe Neubauer
Carol and Howard Lidz‡
Lisa and Gie Liem^
Mr. and Mrs. Y.S. Liu
Sueyun and Gene Locks
Dr. Avron J. Maletzky‡
James‡ and Betty Matarese
Sondra Matesky‡
John H. McFadden and  
	 Lisa D. Kabnick
Estate of Kenneth M. McNeil
Frank and Susan Mechura

John J. Medveckis
Bob and Guna Mundheim
Nina Maria Arts and Culture  
	 Foundation
Mr. Shaun F. O'Malley‡
John N. Park
William Penn Foundation
Pennsylvania Creative  
	 Industries, powered by  
	 the Pennsylvania Council  
	 on the Arts
Aulana and Bruce Peters
Pew Charitable Trusts
Suzanne H. Poole* Trust
The Presser Foundation
Milton L. Rock‡ and  
	 Constance Benoliel Rock‡
Mr. Aaron Rosand‡
Mark and Robin Rubenstein
Estate of H. Shaw Roberts  
	 Scholl
Harold and Helene  
	 Schonberg Pianist  
	 Scholarship Trust
David* and Jane Schwartz  
	 Family Trust
Helen “Gay” Elliot Scott‡
Dorothy Richard Starling  
	 Foundation
Jay H. Tolson
Nina Baroness von  
	 Maltzahn‡
Penelope and Thomas  
	 Watkins
The Helen F. Whitaker Fund
Ms. Lillie Lee Winston‡
Jack Wolgin‡
Wyncote Foundation

DONORS

LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY

We extend our deepest gratitude to the generous donors whose lifetime 
giving to Curtis Institute of Music has exceeded $1 million. These individuals 
and organizations set an inspiring example of leadership and extraordinary 
philanthropy, and we are grateful for their enduring support. 
This list includes gifts received through September 1, 2026.
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Anonymous

James R. Adler*

Nina‡ and William A. Albert

Tobe Amsterdam

Charles A. Armitage*

Audrey Axinn*

Edith W. Barnes

Joanne DiMaria Bates*

Joel Beaver

George R. Bernato, Ph.D.

Charlotte H. Biddle

Dr. Claire Boasi

Rachel Bok Goldman

Blair J. Bollinger*

Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz

Edwin H.‡ and Joyce M.  
	 Bowers

David E. Brinson

Steven and Colleen Brooks

Anthony J. Brown

Beverly Werner Freeman

Mark Cedel*

Dr. and Mrs.‡ Harris R.  
	 Clearfield

Patricia Conway

James and Cynthia Cook

Margaret S. Cooke

Peter S. Cressman

Julie P. Curson

Miles* and Susan Davis

Susan D. DeCamp

Roberto Díaz*

Evan and Mary Ann Dunnell

Stephen* and Josephine  
	 Edwards

Anne C. Ewers

W. Rowe‡ and Anne T.  
	 Fesperman

Bayard R. Fiechter

Marie E. Frey

Charles C. and Judith  
	 Durkin Freyer

Dinah F. Fulton

Andrew G. Geoghegan

George W. Gephart Jr.

John J. Givens*

Barbara A. Gold*, in honor of  
	 Eleanor B. Sokoloff*^‡

Dr. Harriet Goodman^

Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.

Daron Aric Hagen*

Nancy S. Halpern

Daniel Hansburg, Esq.,  
	 in honor of Rudolf^‡ and  
	 Peter*‡ Serkin 

Laura C. Hart

Carol A. Hauptfuhrer

Rita E. and Gustave M.‡  
	 Hauser

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G.‡  
	 Heinzen

Casiana R. Hilton

William A. Horn, M.D.*

Marsha Hunter*

Michele Hyk-Farlow

Nancy and Rodney Johnson

Tonu Kalam*

Carole W. and Samuel H.  
	 Karsch

D. Scott‡ and Carol Kelley

Bobby Ellen Kimbel, Ph.D.

Peter King

Craig Knox*

Kenneth Kogan

Deborah Komins

Judy Krasnov, in memory of  
	 Jascha Brodsky*

Felix G.*‡ and Marcia H.  
	 Kraus

Ronald E. Kressman*

Joan Lardner Paul

Helene Hathaway Layton

Robin‡ and Katie Ledwith

Bong S. Lee, M.D.

Owen and Chieh Chang*  
	 Lee

THE FOUNDER'S SOCIETY
Following in the visionary and extraordinary footsteps of Mary Louise Curtis Bok, 
the Founder’s Society honors all who have included the Curtis Institute of Music 
as a beneficiary under their wills, trusts, life-insurance policies, retirement plans, 
and other estate-planning arrangements. Curtis greatly appreciates their forward-
thinking commitment.  
List complete as of September 1, 2026.

DONORS
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Gerry‡ and Marguerite  
	 Lenfest

Michael Licitra

Lisa and Gie Liem^

Gary Logsdon*

Sandra and David Marshall

Mr.‡ and Mrs. James M.  
	 Matarese

Mr.‡ and Mrs. Thomas  
	 McCarthy

Evelyn L. McCarty*

Daniel S. McDougall*

David McGill*

Susan and Frank Mechura

John J. Medveckis

Phyllis Melhado

Madelyn Mignatti

Edward and Susan‡  
	 Montgomery

James H. Kelleher and  
	 Derrik R. G. Morris

Alan Morrison*

William S. Mulherin

Ronald‡ and Barbara  
	 Nelson

C. Richard Neu

Jennifer Orchard*

John N. Park

B. J. Phillips

Sharman Plesner*

Robert Pollack

John W. Pruett*

Cynthia Raim*

Claudia C. Rash

Helen K. Rehl

Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan

Dr. Harry Rosenthal

Joanne Rubel

Brett Rubinson

Karen Saler

Steven P. Singer, M.D. and  
	 Alan Salzman, M.D.

Constance Scheurer

Cecilia Segawa Seigle

Michael and Julie Serber^

Robert and Joan Shaffer

Richard A. Shapp*

Martha J. Sheil*

Peter B. Shevell, in honor of  
	 Dorothea Posel

Samuel R. Shipley

Lisa Karen Shusko

Amanda W. Smoot

Dr. Noel Snyder*

Suzanne Spolan

Martin P. Stepper*

Erna Szekeres

Arlene and Irving‡ Tashlick

Mr. Laurence R. Wagner

Penelope Wike Watkins

Esther‡ and Emanuel  
	 Weinstein

Eleanor Winslow

Dr. Thomas Wolf

Elizabeth A. Wright

Efrem Zimbalist III

Marian Robinson and  
	 Benjamin E. Zuckerman

Raymond and Joan Zumoff

DONORS

* alumni ‡ deceased ^ Curtis parent



24



25

CURTIS CIRCLES

Curtis Circles honors the generous individuals and institutions whose 
leadership support sustains Curtis’ mission and nurtures the next generation 
of extraordinary musicians. We are proud to recognize the donors listed below 
for their vital commitment to Curtis students and alumni. For more information 
about joining the Circles or about qualified giving, please contact us at 
giving@curtis.edu.  
These lists include annual gifts received through September 1, 2026.

DONORS

President’s Circle II
Anonymous
Roberta Bowers‡ 
The Mary Louise Curtis  
	 Bok Foundation
Daniel W. Dietrich II  
	 Foundation
Joseph and Marie Field
Joan Dolgonos Gross*
Rita E. Hauser
Julie Jensen Bryan
Plato S. and Dorothy  
	 Krebill Karayanis*‡
Lisa and Gie Liem^
Joan H. Lippincott
John H. McFadden and  
	 Lisa D. Kabnick
PIDC 
Mark and Robin  
	 Rubenstein
Penelope and Thomas  
	 Watkins

President’s Circle I
Anonymous
Elaine W. Camarda and A. 	
	 Morris Williams Jr. 
Gordon and Patricia Fowler
Allen R. and Judy Brick  
	 Freedman

Charles C. and Judith  
	 Durkin Freyer
The Horace W. Goldsmith  
	 Foundation
The Allerton Foundation
Laura and Kenneth Mitchell
Jay H. Tolson
Dr. R. J. Wallner

Leadership Circle II
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
William R. and Hyunah Yu  
	 Brody
The Commonwealth of  
	 Pennsylvania
Educational Opportunities  
	 Inc.
Ernestine Bacon Cairns  
	 Trust
Estate of Norman Carol
Deborah M. Fretz
Casiana and Barry Hilton
Carol Ann Kiryluk
Marguerite Lenfest
Frank and Susan Mechura
Irene R. Miller
Bob and Guna Mundheim
Juan Luis Prieto R.
Marilyn Saxe

Harold and Helene  
	 Schonberg Pianist  
	 Scholarship Trust
The Edwin B. Garrigues  
	 Foundation
Chiona Xanthopoulou-		
	 Schwarz
Drs. Nadia and Elias  
	 Zerhouni

Leadership Circle I
Anonymous
Viki Bok and Dick Jones
Paul Bulau and Josephine 	
	 DiGregorio
Elaine W. Camarda and  
	 A. Morris Williams Jr.
Robert Carwithen Music 		
	 Foundation
L. Gene and Kristy Clark
Catherine R. and Anthony 	
	 A. Clifton
Anthony B. Creamer III
Mignon and Jim Groch
The CHG Charitable Trust
Wayne and Wilhelmina 		
	 Hardee
William A. Horn, M.D.*
Andrew Jacobs* and 		
	 Katherine Park
Laura LaRosa 
Nancy Maruyama, M.D.

* alumni ‡ deceased ^ Curtis parent
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Cornelia B. and R. 		
	 Ashbrook McCann
The McLean Contributionship
John J. Medveckis
Edward A. Montgomery Jr.
William S. Mulherin and 		
	 Joseph F. Baker
C. Richard Neu and Virginia 	
	 L. Ambrosini
Christel Nyheim
Robert and Lynne Pollack
Judith and James Ritchings
Bob and Caro Rock
Dr. Sevgi B. Rodan
Cecilia Segawa Seigle
Raj Tewari
Jerry Wind and Barbara 		
	 Eberlein

Patrons Circle II
Anonymous
Margery Altman
Tobe Amsterdam
Jim and Janet Averill
Ruth T. Baker
Derek and Sissela Bok
C. Erickson and Sons, Inc.
Elissa Koljonen* and 		
	 Roberto Díaz*
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Shelly and Scot Fisher
Priscilla L. Friedman
In memory of Dolores G. 		
	 Gillespie
Sonia Raiziss Giop 		
	 Charitable Foundation
John J. Givens*
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome R. 		
	 Glickman

Susan and Sherwood 		
	 “Woody” Goldberg
Goldman Sachs Gives
Bruce Jay Gould, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. 		
	 Gromek
Marsha Hunter* and  
	 Brian K. Johnson
Syde Hurdus Foundation, Inc.
Jephson Educational Trusts
Mr. and Mrs. Jaekyung 		
	 Kang^
Katznelson Associates LP
Erin Keefe* and Osmo 		
	 Vänskä
Landes Family Foundation
Xavier Majic
David and Sandy Marshall
Mei-Mei Meng*
Sandra Miller* and  
	 Wayne Olson
Geoffrey W. S. Okamoto
Pennsylvania Creative 		
	 Industries
Suzanne F. Roberts Cultural 	
	 Development Fund
Michael Shahan*
Dorothy Richard Starling 		
	 Foundation
The McCausland 		
	 Foundation
The Presser Foundation
Thomas and Patricia 		
	 Vernon
Carol A. Westfall
Dr. Ann M. Woodward*

Patrons Circle I
Anonymous
Joyce Arsnow

Louis P. Barbarin and 		
	 Virginia Barbarin
Bon Appétit Management 	
		  Company
Ellen and Ronald Caplan
Ms. Willo Carey
Connelly Foundation
Nicholas Csicsko
Louis A. DiBerardino Jr.^
Dolfinger-McMahon 		
	 Foundation
Mary Lou Falcone*
Peter and Lily Ferry
Marilyn S. Fishman
Prof. Frank F. Furstenberg Jr.
Adele S. Gray‡
Gordon and Llura‡ Gund
Mr. Burt Hara*
Catherine Hayden and 		
	 Lawrence Hudson
Independence Blue Cross
Brian J. Jandrucko
Mr. Kenneth M. Jarin and 	
	 Ms. Robin L. Wiessmann
Scott and Yardly Jenkins
Leroy E. Kean Family 		
	 Foundation
Jan and Bob Keefe^
Lawrence and Toba Kerson
Dr. Bong S. Lee and 		
	 Ms. Soyoung Kim
Bruce C. Levy
Mr. Jay Marshall
Betty Matarese
Timothy McGarrity
Stephen and Lisa 		
	 McIlhenny
National Federation of 		
	 Music Clubs
Roy and Rosalind Neff

DONORS
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DONORS

James O'Neill and David 		
	 Rubin
John N. Park
Partners Capital
Rosette Specialty Trades 
LLC
Selma Savitz
Renee and Martin Schultz
Nita Seelinger
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. 		
	 Shipley III 
Amanda and Richard 		
	 Smoot
Mark N. Steinberger and 		
	 Ann C. Lebowitz
Barbara Augusta Teichert
Mr. Robert J. Weiner‡
Judith Whellan

Friends Circle II
Anonymous
Angelo S. Festorazzi Trust
Joel Beaver
Lois Boyce
Florence J. Brodsky
Anthony J. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James M. 		
	 Buck III
Phil and Meg Cavanaugh
The Chen-Plotkin Family 		
	 Charitable Giving Fund
Peter S. Cressman
Andrew F. Drake, D.O., 		
	 R.Ph. 
Pamela and Peter Freyd
Charles and Sue Glandorf^
Nancy S. Halpern
Dr. Martin Heyworth
JKG Florida Business 		
	 Corporation

Euna Kim and Hyun Jong 	
	 Lee^
Nancy & Ulrich Klabunde 
	 Charitable Fund, a fund 
	 of the Chester County  
	 Community Foundation
Michael and Barbara 		
	 Kriesler
Deena Gu Laties
Eunja Lee and Siho Park^
Haesue Lee*
Fran and Leon L. Levy
Christian R. & Mary F. 		
	 Lindback Foundation
C. Justin Miller*
Alan Morrison* and 		
	 Angelo Marabella
Andrea Nobil
Samuel and Kate 		
	 Sidewater
Matthew Sware and  
	 Rachel Sommer
Lawrence Tarlow*
Wojdak Government 		
	 Relations
Drs. Thomas and Dennie P. 	
	 Wolf
Moonyoung Yoon*
Mr. Leslie Yuen and 		
	 Ms. Honglei Shi-Yuen
Benjamin E. Zuckerman 		
	 and Marian Robinson

Friends Circle I
Anonymous
Deborah and Kenneth 		
	 Abbott
James Anderson
Ted and Judy Beilman^
Mrs. Leslie R.* and  
	 Mr. Budd D. Berro
Dr. Samuel A. Bobrow and 	

	 Maxine G. Blum
Tomas J. Bok and 		
	 Florentien de Ruiter
Larry and Coren Bomback
Lawrence and Gina Brent
The Catherwood Family  
	 Fund of the Philadelphia 
	 Foundation
Gordon and Kris Cole^
Lewis Cole
Frank and Margery Cooper
Sandra and Michael Dean^
Delaware Valley Young 		
	 Musicians
Michael and Corinne 		
	 DeNucci^ Family Fund
Kathryn DiBerardino^
Mr. Frederic N. Dittmann
Vivian Dozor*
Mr. Chris Dwyer
Eiseman Exterior 		
	 Construction
Justine Englert
Bayard and Stacy Fiechter
Sheila Fiekowsky*
Marci Generose
William and Joan Goldstein
Susan L. Graham
Susan Haines
Bruce R. Hofmann Family 	
	 Foundation
Jacobs Family Fund of  
	 the Jewish Community  
	 Foundation
Laura Jacobson
Basil G. Kapchonick
Yumi Kendall* and  
	 Taemin Kim
Mark and Katie Kessler^
James R. Knox^

* alumni ‡ deceased ^ Curtis parent



28

Laura La Ferla and  
	 Richard Vague
William Lake Leonard
Michele Levin*
Maxine de S. Lewis
Joan W. Mackie
Craig Maynard
Daniel and Jean 			
	 McCoubrey
Jeanne and Joseph 		
	 McGinn
Madelyn Mignatti
Christopher Millard*
Tina Narr
Dr. and Mrs. A. Hirotoshi 		
	 Nishikawa

Lambert* and Jan Orkis
Zoë S. Pappas
Ms. Patricia L. Perfect
Laurie Phillips and 		
	 Barry Milberg
Jay and Gretchen Riley
Mr. John P. Russo*
Caroline Sayre
Katie and Tony Schaeffer
Estate of Robert 		
	 Schoenberg
Helen “Gay” Elliot Scott‡
Jane Shaulis* and Joseph 	
	 Gasperec
Mark Russell Smith* and 		
	 Ellen Dinwiddie Smith*

Shirley and Cecil Smith
Laurie Sokoloff* and 		
	 James Meyerhoff
Patricia Stone*
Bobby Towcimak
Qianyu Wang
Stanley Weinstein*
Eloise Wood
Amy Yang* and  
	 Jon Guenther
Drs. David and Vivien Yee
Ms. Zheng Olefsky

DONORS



Mary Louise Curtis Bok founded Curtis over 100 years ago with a bold 
vision: To make a world-class music education accessible to the most 
talented young artists, regardless of their financial means. Her generosity 
continues to shape lives today.  

By choosing to include a gift in your will, you too can ensure that 
generations of students have the resources to become leading artists, 
creators, and innovators in classical music. It is a simple act that creates a 
lasting impact—opening doors to education, opportunity, and a bright future 
for the music we love. 

You would not be alone! There are nearly 200 Curtis friends and alumni who 
have included a gift in their wills. Many individuals have told us it is one of 
the most rewarding decisions they’ve ever made. If this is something you’d 
like to explore, please contact us at (215) 717-3131 or giving@curtis.edu.

Invest in Curtis’
Future



Where 
Chaos Meets 
Symphonic 
Force

March 14, 2027, at 3:00 p.m.
Marian Anderson Hall, Kimmel Center

Join us again and immerse yourself in the propulsive, electrifying 
sound of Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 4 with Finnish 
conductor Osmo Vänskä. An uncompromising masterpiece silenced 
by Soviet authorities for decades, this three-movement work builds 
musical themes to a monumental scale with exhilarating and ferocious 
energy. Mendelssohn’s Ruy Blas Overture and a world premiere 
composition from the conductor round out this diverse program.

Experience another thrilling Curtis performance. Purchase a ticket 
to a second performance this season and unlock 25% savings plus 
exclusive benefits as a Curtis subscriber.

Visit curtis.edu/subscribe for details.

Osmo Leads 
Shostakovich 4


