
MANIFESTO
Let us build the Social Europe of tomorrow together!

Une initiative de la

With the upcoming elections to the European 
Parliament fast approaching, Europe is currently 
in a state of limbo. This makes it an ideal time to 
reflect on the likely shape of the European Union 
of tomorrow, and, above all, the form that we,  
as mutualists, want it to have.

We believe in fundamental European values 
and salute the historical - if not unique – acquis 
developed over the history of humanity: peace, 
democracy and the rule of law, the respect for 
human rights, and the freedom of movement.  
It is these values that make the Union a unique 
historic achievement. It remains remarkable 
that in this small territory, with its vast cultural 
and linguistic diversity, has now successfully 
established dialogue and working with one 
another as a better alternative to the wars of the 
past.

Yet, over the last 60 years, Europe and the 
world have changed dramatically. The economic, 
financial, and sovereign-debt crisis is not behind 
us yet. It has left its mark: a rise in poverty, 
inequality, and unemployment, particularly 
among young people. In parallel, geopolitical 
change - whether wrought by the giants of the 
digital world, by global warming, by migrant 
flows or by terrorism - is disrupting Europeans’ 
ability to work together.

In light of those developments, the Union 
will not be able to rely on its usual tools of 
widening the market, creating greater freedom 
and openness, breaking down borders and 
setting up a large area of free movement for 
all Europeans. Already, the majority of British 
people have voted against that Europe of 
freedom and economic integration in their 
“Brexit” referendum.

In addition, the Union will not be able to limit 
itself to its usual “clientele”. Historically, its 
policies were welcomed by businesses, students 
and qualified, well-off people. However, Europe 
also needs to reach the poor, the educationally 
disadvantaged and the locally rooted. They do 
not benefit from these freedoms, viewing them 
as a threat rather than an opportunity.

All citizens seek reassurance and security, but 
there is a split between those that have been 
able to benefit from the European project and 
those that suffer from inequalities and turn 
to Europe for protection. Many among them 
question the Union’s very “raison d’être” - its 
aims, its future - even depicting it as the Trojan 
Horse for globalisation. Others are simply 
resigned and indifferent and no longer feel part 
of the project.

According to its Treaty, strengthening economic, 
social and territorial cohesion is one of the 
EU’s main objectives. However, this has not yet 
been achieved. As a result, those citizens that 
suffer most from inequalities feel forgotten and 
excluded. They cannot see the benefits of being 
part of the Union. How can it now ‘include’ them 
and make them part of the European project 
once again?

As we urge change, we look forward to the 
coming European elections and a shift towards a 
Europe of solidarity, one where economic, social 
and territorial cohesion become a reality. Europe 
must be able to guarantee the physical and 
economic security of all, improving the daily lives 
of its inhabitants and protecting the environment 
in which they live. 
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The European project remains unrealised,  
as the EU lacks the necessary powers to 
address citizens’ most pressing issues. We 
believe that greater supranational powers 
should be conferred to the EU to allow it to 
deliver on those crucial issues and regain the 
trust of citizens in the EU project.

It is a matter of urgency that we reconnect with 
the original European narrative. The challenge 
is to have all Europeans adopt a mindset of “we 
Europeans”, rather than “them in Brussels”,  
or even “those Continentals”, as has been heard 
in the United Kingdom. A national and local 
identity does not contradict with a European 
identity. The European component builds on 
national and local history, culture and values. 

The theme of protection has been at the heart of 
citizen consultations organised by the European 
Commission. Much has been said about a social 
Europe, health, solidarity, the environment, work 
and employment. It is precisely here that Europe 
has now run out of ideas and shared political 
will. 

The proclamation of the European pillar of social 
rights has opened the door to a new Europe; 
a social Europe that protects its citizens and 
that is able to satisfy their concrete needs for 
health and social protection. Mutuals, as social 
economy operators, have an essential role 
in implementing this European pillar of social 
rights. Mutuals contribute to both economic 
growth and job creation, while the values 
of solidarity, social inclusion, a democratic 
governance and the primacy of the individual, 
placing them at the front line and of the 
corporate purpose above that of capital.

In drafting this Manifesto, we mutuals,  
as members of a European family of players 
in civil society and social progress, believe 
in mobilising citizens across the 28 Member 
States; a mobilisation to which we intend to 
contribute in the coming period.  
The mutual model provides solutions for 
the economic, social, and democratic crises 
affecting Europe. Our ambition is to revive the 
ideals that underlie the creation of the European 
Union by placing the future of social protection 
in Europe at the heart of national political 
debates. 

From our perspective, we wish to retain a 
specific vision of a fair Europe, one that is 
redistributive and respectful of people as well as 
of the environment. We want to believe that the 
values of solidarity and our notion of societal life 
are what characterise us as Europeans.

As European citizens we should have the 
courage to defend the European project, across 
all the issues that are currently undermining its 
legitimacy. In other words, “If you desire peace, 
cultivate justice.” 


