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Danger: Alert 2one!

I's not much of a simulation, but it is an iNtriguing

(1) Danger: Alert Zone. This is where you get ambushed. Knock out the
receiver hefore they can call for back-up. [(2) A variety of introductory videos
add to the personalities of non-player characters. [3) Destruction is a good
thing when you’re saving the world from total devastation. (4] It’s important
to prioritise your targets and eliminate counter-attack possibilities.

strategy game. This is your

chance to Kill lots of people and blow up their cars. All in the name of peace, of course

(1] Coming in to land 2
from the north-east.
(2) A nuclear explosion
mushroom cloud.
Yesterday. Just what
we’re trying to avoid.
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elicopter simulations, on a very basic level,
give you the power to do two things: fly a
helicopter about and, hopefully, shoot things
and/or people. Nuclear Strike allows you to
fly in four directions and provides you with
up to four types of weaponry to shoot things with —
one for each button. That doesn’t sound like a lot of
options for a game and, in itself, it's not, but the
strength of this game lies not in learning how to fly
a helicopter (that’s easy; just open the throttle and
steer), but in the intrinsic need to collect and collate
information in order to succeed in your ‘missions’ — as
we helicopter pilots like to call them.

Nuclear Strike takes you to a political tinderbox in
the imaginary county of ‘Indocine’, which is located,
unsurprisingly, in Indochina, and more specifically,
Burma. The combat is straight out of Vietnam, though,
as are the combatants. The game is politically justified

by the scenario — you fly for a peace-keeping force that
tries to avert potential wars by equalising the balance
of power between the two opposing factions. You

measure your success in terms of wars that don't
happen. And how, exactly, is that objective
achieved? By blowing seven
shades out of the superior
party before they launch
a nuclear offensive, of

course. The result is
some perfectly wholesome fun, politically justified,
and all in the name of peace. Just like the Vietham
war. It now only remains for you to kill the baddies

and save the goodies, including several key ground
operatives who've got themselves into a pickle at the
hands of the enemy, er, potential aggressor.

You are given a series of cleverly integrated missions,
some of which you can combine. To succeed in any of
them, you will need information. At first, a little will
suffice, like ‘where are they? Let me at them’, but later
you’ll require much more detail concerning your target’s
location, number, weaponry and objectives. This
gradated introduction to the intricacy of the game is
well done - you're not bombarded with boring stuff
you’ll never need to know. Rather, you will learn that
you need to find things out, and then you’ll go looking
through the menus for the information you require.

This strategic side of the game is by far what’s »

You’ll be spending more time sifting
through the menu options and thinking about

killing people than you will
actually shooting them




(1) The compass bar at the top of the screen is
only one of the information options available to you.
€2) A flying machine of some description. (3] This
man is your friend and ally. He gets very upset
with ybody hent on destruction. Rightly
so, too. [3] Another satisfying explosion. [5) Some
villages are friendly, some aren’t. Check your radar.
L8] B2 N D

Qtﬂ’«t S ‘:7

As well as making things explode...
you’ll be escorting allies, rescuing innocents,
collecting ammo and receiving
messages from your superiors

» best about it. There is a big shoot 'em up element,
but Nuclear Strike is very much designed with the
strategy gamer in mind. At first you won’t notice this,
but soon you'll be spending rather more time sifting
through the menu options and thinking about killing
people than you will actually shooting them. There is
considerable variety in the tasks you'll get, too. As well
as making things explode and using your immense
firepower on virtually defenceless humans, you'll be
escorting allies, rescuing innocents, collecting fuel,
armour and ammo and receiving messages from your

1) A bheautiful pagoda. It would be such a shame
to see it razed to the ground under a rain of
missiles and rockets. [2) You can centre your craft
on the screen by pressing the Start button.

superiors. All of which you will obey, because you are
a soldier. And a damn fine one, too. Or at least you
will be by the time morning comes around again because
once you've got into this game, it’s difficult to put it
down. Not just because it's good, but because you'll
be worried that if you leave it alone for a while, you'll
forget what you've learned about your next objective.

But there are three criticisms that should be made
that may affect your decision to add this simulation to
your collection. Firstly, although we thought that one
of the big advantages of being in a helicopter in a
combat zone was that your aerial position afforded you
considerable advantages in having an increased field
of vision, in Nuclear Strike you are usually
dependent upon your radar systems to view
your targets’ locations. This doesn't restrict you
too much in terms of being able to play the game,
once you've understood how to read this information,
but you often feel that you just cant see far enough.
Perhaps it's all just a question of scale, but in terms
of gameplay, this restriction is a fault.

Secondly, you have very little control over the speed
of your craft — you’re either moving along at a steady,
though hardly exhilarating pace, or you're coming to a
standstill, which isn’t wise as you are constantly reminded
that ‘a sitting duck is a dead duck’, either by game
prompts or the more pressing problem of a hail of




(1) Sometimes the sea

is the safest place
be. [2) That boat is
with

aimed directly at you.

2

enemy fire. Consequently, you find yourselfjust plodding
around at the aerial combat equivalent of 30mph.
Perhaps that's realistic, but it would make a better game
if you had, at least, a power boost option to get you
out of trouble. As it is, all you can do is jink from side
to side to avoid incoming fire.

The third and final criticism is that the game is
spoiled by the fact that you are always operating within
a restricted area. Try to go outside that area and the
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~ Once you've got into this game

s might forget what you've

game just won't let you - your ‘copter will come to an
invisible wall and start sliding along sideways until you
give up and return to the fray. When this occurs, it’s
hard to suspend our disbelief. It’s an inevitable problem,
perhaps, but if the combat zone were based on an
island, there would be no temptation to go wandering.
As it is, you will want to see what’s on the other side
of that hill.

Still, this remains an intriguing simulation with many
levels of gameplay, depending on how deep you want
to go and how badly you want to succeed. We can
only assume thatall the technical information concerning
vehicles is correct as we were too young to fight in
Vietnam, and not nearly American enough. This is
fortunate for us because this is one case where
the simulation is much more fun than the real
thing. By some way, according to the films.

Playstation

it’s difficult to put it down... because

learned about your next objective

Alternatively...

Thunderhawk 2 810 PSR
Nuclear Sirike 110 PSiRA
Soviet Strike 7 psim3
Strikepoint 610 PSNG

W GRAPHICS: Limited view 4 W GAMEPLAY: Tricky 6

often reminded,
W SOUND: Good explosions 7 B PRESENTATION: Up to scratch 5
B LIFESPAN: Very involved 9 W ORIGINALITY: Hardly 2

plenty of levels to operate on.

‘Information is power', you're
and there'’s a
lot of information here to col-

lect and collate, giving you

Join our
CLUB FIRST i
discount
scheme
NOW
L A
Non
Membe
Actua Golf 2 3399
Actua Soccer 2 Call
Actua Tennis 3099
Adidas Power Soccer 97 3699
Agent Armstrorg 32.99
Air Combat 2 Call
Alien Trilogy 17.99
Alien v Predator Call
All Star Socoer 3799
Allied General 36.99
Armadille Racing Call
Atari Greatest Hits 3299

(Battlezone.Cenlipede, Missle

Command Asteroids, Tempest & B'out)
Atari Greatest Hits 2 3399

(Paperboy, Gauntlel Marble

Madess.Millipede, Hard Drivin & more)

Batlleships Call
Battlesport 29,99
Blades Of Rage Call
Broken Hellx 37.99
Broken Swo 36.99
Bubble Bubble & Rainbow Island ...26.99
Bug Riders Call
Bus\ AMove 3 2599
Carnage Heart 31.99
Castlevania Symphony Of Night Call
Championship Manager All Stars ....33.99

Colony Wars

Command & Conquer 30.99

Command & Conquer 2 Red Alert ... Call
3

Conquest Earth 36.99
Contra Legacy Of War 3799
Cool Boarders 36.99
Cool Boarders 2 Call
Crash Bandicoot 39.99
Crash Bandicool 2 3799
Croc Legeud 0f The Gobbos. 36.99
Dark Earlh Call
Dark Forces 2999
Deathirap Dungeon 36.99
Destruction Derby 2 38 99
Die Hard Inlt:\ﬂ
Discworld 2 |ss|ng Presumed Call
Duke Nukem 3| sall
P e ae A ed ara
despa ee postage
ext da a
eas Postage ope 00 pe

35
Call
Call

ept console
4.00
R.O

4
/.3
< 0
ole
O c
. »
EA Cricket 97 36.99 ..35.99
Ectosphere Call....Call
Epidemic 31.99 3099
Excahbur 2555AD 37.99 ..36.99 A
31.99 3099 A
deaslc Four 2999 2899
FIFA Soccer Manager 36.99 .35.99
Final Round Call.....Call
Firestarter Call.....Call
Firetrap Call..... Call
Formula 1 39.99 .38.99
Formula 1 97 37.99 .36.99
Formula Karts Call......Call
Grand Theft Auto Gall ... Call
Guts N Garters Call...Call
Heavens Gate Call..._Call

Hercs Adventures. 2899 .27.99
Independence Day 37.99 .36.99
Inl Superstar Soccer Pro 37.99 .36.99
Jet Wave Call.....Call
Joniah Lomu Rugby 36.99 3599
Jurassic Park Lost World 36.99 .3599
&IHIU Time gg gg Zg 99
ingsfield 199 3099 Namco Smash Gourt Tennis
%acy Of Kain Blood Omen 37.99 .36.99 N?{A Hang Time
LerL a\hEntovcevc 1 '&mz 37993699 NBA Shoot Out
(Lightgun compatible) ed
Liteforce Tenka 899.3790  Nerponored 2
Little Big Advenlure 37.99 3699 NHL Open lce
Lost Vikin 3499 3399 jightmare Creatures
Machine unlel 3799 3699 Ogdworld Abes Odyssey
Madden NFL 98 36.99.3599  Offengive
Magic The Gathering Battlemage....32.99 3199 (yerblood
Major Damage Call.. Call  Pandemonium
Mass Destruction 3299 3199 panzer General
Mech Warrior 2 35993499 parappa The Rapper
Megamar X3 2499 2399 Pperfect Weapon
Metal Gear Solid Call....Call  PFA Soccer Manager
Monster Trucks 36993599 pinball Addiction
Mortal Kombal Mythology R Call...._Call Player Manager
Molo Rac 36.99 3599 porsche Challenge
Motor Mash 34 99.3399  power F1 s
Namco Museum Collection 3199 3099 power Move Pro Wrestling
(Pacland,Assault Return Of Ismav Ordyne Gempi Premier Maniager 98
foh Maden) Privateer 2 The Darkening
Namco Museum Collection 5 Call...Call - pro Pinball Timeshock

(Metrocross, Dragon Spirit, Pacmania, Brarduke.

Pr
Legend Valkyrie) Topagarda

Psychic Force

IIIIII III 0 and & Conque
P
s le o

I gt

arged day o V. 0 '

0 99
/] ole
() »
Suikoden 3299 31,99
Super Puzzle Fighter 2 2499 2399
Syndicate Wars 3499 3399
Tekken 2 3999 3899
A 0 Ten Pin Alley 2999 2899
A Test Drive Off Road 2899 27,99
6.9 TFX Call ... Cali
Tiger Shark 31.99 .30.99
Tilt 29.99 .28.99
lime Crises & Gun Call.....Call
Toca Touring Cars Call...._Call
Tokyo Highway Battle 3499 3399
Tomb Raider 36.99 3599
lomb Raider 2 36.99 .35.99
Pinb Toshinden 3 Call.... Call
Total Drivin 3499 3399
Total NBA 97 3199 3099
Transport Tycoon & Mouse 4299 4199
(Comes with offical Sony mouse)
Turok Dinosaur Hunter Call..._ Call
Twisted Metal 2 World Tour 36.99 3599
IS V Rally 37.99 .36.99
Vandal Hearts 37.99 .36.99
Vanish Powers Call.... Call
Victory Boxing 36.99 3599
Rage Racer Ridge Racer 3 3699 3599  Virtual Pool 37.99 .36.99
ﬁ Cross 3199 .30.99 VR Baseball 97 3699 3599
RamFage World Tour Call....Call  Warcraft 2 36.99 . 3599
Ray racers Call...._Call War%ods 3199 3099
n 2 Call....Call ~ Warhammer 2 Dark Omen 36.99 3599
Regel Assault 2 3699 3599  Warhammer Shadow Of Rat 36.99 3599
Ridge Racer Revolution 1799 1749  WCW Nitro Call.....Call
Riot 3199 .30.99  WCW V The World 3499 3399
Risk. Call... Call ~ Wild Arms. Call.....Call
Road R: 3799 3699  Wing Commander 4 3799 .36.99
ook N ol Fing 2 3699 3599 Wing Over 3799 3699
Rosco McQueen Call.... Call  Wipeout 2097 3999 3899
Sampras Extreme Tennis 3699 3599  Worms 19.99 .19.49
Samurai Showdown Call..Call ~ Wrecking Crew 3799 3699
Sentient 3699 .3599 X Com Terror From The Deep 3299 3199
gnddow Warrior 3Cgag Call Z Call.....Call
ilverload 8.99 .37.99
Sim Cily 2000 3493399 WARE &
Soul Blade 36.99 .35.99
Sovief Strike 36.99 3599 ACCESSORIES
Space Jam 3799 3699  Ascii Control Pad 29.99 .
Spider 37.99 .36.99 (Includes auto & turbo fire & slow motion)
Steel Reign Call....Call  Ascil Fighter Stick 4999 4899
Street Fighler Alpha 3 Call_Call  Blaze Memory 1MB PSX 12.09. 11 99
Stieet Racer 36.99 .3599  Blaze Memory 8MB PSX 2499 2399
i Please send POs payable to: SO AR R
4 elephone Ord 0
pho othe
0 0 0 po
0 P ote b p quoted p

MUSIC & VIDEO
NOW IN STOCK

Blaze RF Unil PSX
Datel PSX Action Replay Pro 45 99 4499
Gamester Steering Wheel 6499 6299
(Steering wheel Accelerator, brake & qeam;
Konami Hyperblaster Gun 499 2399
anpdhms with Die Hard Area 51 uvm Killer &

1299 1149

mglc 4 Control Station Auto

11.99 .11.49

(With autofire)
Logic 3 Link Cable PSX 9.99...5.49
Logic 3 Pad Extension PSX 499 ..449
m jic 3 Predator Gun PSX 18.99 .17.99
(Compatible with Die Hard Area 51 Crypt KlHev &

more)

Logic 3 Scarl Cable RGB PSX 799..749
Namco Arcade Stick 4799 4649

Ne?cou Coritroller 36.99 3599
Performer Wheel & Pedals PSX 4999 .47.99
(Analogue self centering steering wheel & pedals)
Playstation Analogue
controller: compatible
with Porsche Challenge,
Crash Bandicoot 2,
Rapid Racer & more !

S

- ]
PlayStation

Playstation Analogue Pad 2399 .2299
(Offical Sony dual m\oour pad)

Pbd station Carry Case 16.99 .15.99
(Offical soft recordbaglyuecase»

P\aysrauon Cornlroller 17.99 .17.49

P{a station Memory Card 1Mb 1499 1479

(Offical Sony memory card)
P\a station Mouse 2499 24 49
(Offical Sony mouse includes mouse mat)
P\a station Multitap 28.99 .27.99
(Offical Sony Mumtap allows 4 exlla p(ayers)
Playslallon Machine & 1 Pad. 9 127.99
(Includes 1 pad & demo disc)
Piaysranon Pick-A-Pack 159.99 157

(noluces 1 ped, demo disc & ANY gare of your cho
Optional Club First Memhe.smp

Eump Mempers p
Rest of the world £11



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

