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Abstract 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), adopted by the United Nations in 2000, 

established a global framework for addressing major development challenges including 

poverty, hunger, education, gender equality, child mortality, maternal health, disease, 

environmental sustainability, and global partnership. Although the MDGs contributed to 

significant progress in several areas, many targets remained unmet, with progress varying 

considerably across countries and communities. This paper examines the achievements and 

shortcomings of the MDGs and explores how the lessons emerging from their 

implementation contributed to the transition towards the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), adopted in 2015. The study draws upon the United Nations Millennium 

Development Goals Report 2015, Millennium Development Goals India Report 2015, and 

relevant SDG progress literature to examine the evolution of the global development agenda. 

The analysis identifies several challenges associated with the MDGs, including their 

relatively limited scope, top-down approach, inadequate community participation, uneven 

distribution of resources, weak accountability, persistent inequalities, and differences in 

institutional capacity. In response, the SDGs introduced a broader and more interconnected 

framework encompassing 17 goals and 169 targets, with greater emphasis on universality, 

inclusion, sustainability, and the principle of leaving no one behind. However, current 

progress towards the 2030 Agenda remains insufficient, requiring accelerated and 

coordinated action. The paper highlights the importance of public participation, accountable 

and transparent governance, stronger NGO and civil society engagement, regular monitoring 
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and reliable data, integration of SDGs into national and local policies, adequate financing, 

innovation and technology, and strengthened global partnerships. The study concludes that 

achieving the SDGs requires moving beyond numerical target-setting towards participatory, 

locally responsive, accountable, and sustainable development approaches that translate global 

commitments into meaningful improvements in people's lives. 

Keywords: Millennium Development Goals, Sustainable Development Goals, 2030 Agenda, 

Sustainable Development, Community Participation, Accountability, NGOs, Global 

Partnerships, Inclusive Development, SDG Implementation. 
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Purpose 

 

The purpose of this paper is to discuss reasons for  failure of  Millennium Development Goals 

and necessary steps that must be taken to ensure the success of  Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

 

Methodology 

 

Data for this paper was collected between December 2023 and January 2024 and  literature 

reviewed in English was taken from MDG Report of UN 2015, MDG Report India 2015 and 

SDG Progress Report Africa 2015. These sources were chosen as they provide credible 

information about the topic.  

 

Findings 

 

                           In the year 2000,  United Nations adopted 8 Millenium Development Goals 

for dealing with crises like – Extreme Poverty, Hunger, Lack of Education, Gender 

Inequality, Child Mortality, Health, Fatal Diseases, and Environmental Problems. These 

challenges were meant to be overcome by 2015 but various reasons hampered this progress. 

We didn't fully meet ambitious Millennium Development Goals agreed by 189 country 

leaders within the set timeline. As per UN, the number of people living in extreme poverty 
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has declined by more than half, falling from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 million in 2015. Most 

progress has occurred since 2000. The number of undernourished people in developing 

regions has fallen by almost half since 1990, from 23.3 percent in 1990–1992 to 12.9 percent 

in 2014 – 2016. As far as India is concerned TARGET 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015,  

proportion of people whose income is less than one dollar a day has been achieved. Whereas 

TARGET 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015,  proportion of people who suffer from hunger 

was narrowly missed (MDG Report India, 2015). 

                    MDG Goal 2: Achieve Universal and Primary Education- Could not achieve its 

expected target. As per UN MDG Report 2015  enrolment of students in  developing regions 

had reached 91% in 2015. The mentioned data seems positive; though more children were 

enrolled in schools but not all completed primary education and  quality of education was 

also compromised in various countries. As far as India is concerned as per (MDG Report 

India, 2015), TARGET 3: Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will 

be able to complete primary schooling, however, this couldn’t be achieved and remained 

under progress even after 2015. 

 

                    MDG 3: Promotes gender equality and Empower Women- Leaves us with 

following results.  UN MDG Report 2015 and MDG Report India, 2015 both state a 

significant improvement in condition of women; as per former report there were 103 girls per 

100 boys that were enrolled for primary education by  year 2015 and as per  latter  TARGET 
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4 : Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in 

all levels of education no later than 2015 was achieved. 

 

                Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality- Global under-five mortality rate has declined by 

more than half, dropping from 90 to 43 deaths per 1,000 live births between 1990 and 2015.  

target was nearly missed as child mortality was reduced by 49% and  global target of 

a two-thirds reduction in U5 MR was not achieved. India did a great job and was able to 

achieve its target and reduced child mortality by 67%.  (UN MDG Report 2015 and MDG 

Report India, 2015). 

 

                    When Goal 5 is discussed i.e Improve Maternal Health, the goal had two targets- 

reduce maternal deaths by 75% and improve access to reproductive health. While  latter was 

convincingly fulfilled data of the former is as follows- MMR was reduced by only 45% in 

comparison to its target of 75%. Yet whatever progress was made was significant and MMR 

in India was reduced by 54% though the target was missed, yet  progress can be seen as 

substantial. (UN MDG Report 2015 and MDG Report India, 2015) 

 

                 Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases- The global malaria 

incidence rate declined by 37% and mortality rate by 58% between 2000 and 2015. When 

statistics of India are talked about TARGET 7: Halt and begin to reverse spread of HIV/AIDS 

by 2015 was achieved and TARGET 8: Halt and begin to reverse incidence of malaria by 
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2015 and other major diseases was also achieved.  (UN MDG Report 2015 and MDG Report 

India, 2015) 

 

                     Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability – The ozone layer is expected to 

recover by  mid century as 98% of Ozone depleting substances have been eliminated. By 

2015 91% of  global population had improved drinking water supply and 2.1 billion people 

globally have improved sanitation facilities. It indicates that significant progress has been 

made globally. (UN MDG Report 2015) 

 

                Goal 8 Develop a Global Partnership for Development- was achieved globally and 

at India level successfully. 

 

 

Millennium Development Goals and its Shortcomings 

 

              Adoption of Vertical Approach-  MDGs were formulated mostly by international 

organizations without keeping in loop the local bodies that were much more aware of  local 

community's ongoing situations, needs, wants and desires.  MDGs failed mostly because they 

did not reverberate with the community’s necessities. 
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           Lack of ownership and accountability- Because local communities were not 

included in setting up of  the MDGs; they lacked any sort of belongingness and a sense of 

ownership was missing hence,  goals remained unaccomplished to a greater degree. 

 

          Lack of Awareness and Understanding of the Goals- Many developing countries had 

little to no knowledge of what  Millennium Development Goals were. Not only this but also 

goals were not fully understood by representatives of  the local communities. This led to the 

catastrophic failure of  MDGs. 

 

          Misallocation of Resources-  Resources that were supposed to be sent to  

marginalized,  poor, and  needy for  fulfillment of  MDGs were diverted by corruption and 

poor planning.  Resources if any reached  marginalized were few and insufficient. 

 

           Unproductive policies and no Accountability- Unproductive policies that were 

designed in the absence of community representatives and no accountability on  part of  state 

led to  failure of MDGs. 

 

                 Little Coordination, Limited Resources and Capacity and Corruption on  part 

of Civil Societies and Voluntary Organizations - It would not be fair to blame  civil 

societies directly for  failure of  MDGs. Civil societies depend greatly on  support of  

government as well as networking with other organizations along with capacity building to 
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get work done. If any of  mentioned factors are missing it becomes extremely difficult for 

civil societies to function effectively. Not only this but also corruption plays a crucial role; 

valuable resources are put to waste. 

 

                Though the Millennium Development Goals impacted millions worldwide it left 

behind  poorest of  poor along with  disadvantaged because of their sex, religion, caste, 

ethnicity, geographical location, and disability.   Set targets seemed over-ambitious, and  

goals set were unrealistic because it ignored the fact that some problems like eradicating 

poverty by 2015 were nearly impossible, and hence,  target was missed. Extremely poor and 

developing nations like Africa remained off track in eradicating extreme poverty. 

Unfavorable Social conditions also played a major role in nonfulfillment of  MDGs; 

Conditions like gender inequality, big gaps between  poorest and richest households, and 

between rural and urban areas and conflicts remain  biggest threats to human development. 

(UN MDG Report 2015). 

Transition to Sustainable Development Goals 

                     The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) represented an important 

milestone in the global effort to address major socio-economic and humanitarian challenges. 

Introduced in 2000, the MDGs established a common development framework focused on 

areas such as poverty eradication, universal primary education, gender equality, reduction of 

child mortality, improvement of maternal health, combating major diseases, environmental 
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sustainability, and the development of global partnerships. The MDGs contributed to 

significant progress in several of these areas and helped place development issues at the 

centre of international policy discussions. However, despite these achievements, the MDGs 

did not produce the comprehensive and evenly distributed outcomes that had initially been 

envisioned. Several limitations in their scope, implementation, and inclusiveness 

demonstrated the need for a  broader and more integrated development framework. 

                   These limitations contributed to the adoption of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) by the United Nations in 2015. The SDGs were introduced as a universal call 

to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and promote peace and prosperity for all by 2030. 

Comprising 17 interconnected goals and 169 targets, the SDGs expanded the development 

agenda by recognising that economic growth alone cannot ensure sustainable human 

development. They seek to address social, economic, environmental, and institutional 

challenges simultaneously, while emphasising the principle of “leaving no one behind.” The 

transition from the MDGs to the SDGs therefore reflected not only a continuation of the 

global development agenda but also an attempt to learn from the gaps and shortcomings of 

the previous framework. 

               

Several factors explain why a more comprehensive framework such as the SDGs became 

necessary: 
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a. Limited scope of the Millennium Development Goals 

               Although the MDGs addressed several important socio-economic concerns, their 

scope was relatively limited in comparison with the multidimensional nature of human 

development. Certain fundamental aspects of human well-being, particularly issues related to 

human rights, justice, dignity, peace, governance, inequality, and social inclusion, did not 

receive adequate attention within the MDG framework. Development cannot be measured 

solely through indicators such as income, education, health, or access to basic services; it also 

involves ensuring that individuals are able to live with dignity, exercise their rights, 

participate in society, and access opportunities without discrimination. The SDGs therefore 

adopted a much broader understanding of development by incorporating issues such as 

reduced inequalities, gender equality, peaceful and inclusive societies, accountable 

institutions, sustainable cities, responsible consumption, and climate action. 

b. Uneven impact across countries and regions 

                 Another significant limitation of the MDGs was the uneven distribution of 

progress among countries and regions. Although many developing countries made 

improvements in areas such as poverty reduction, education, and health, the pace and extent 

of progress varied considerably. Some developed and rapidly developing countries were able 

to make substantial gains, while several low-income and vulnerable countries continued to 

experience persistent poverty, inadequate healthcare, limited educational opportunities, food 

insecurity, and weak infrastructure. In many cases, countries affected by conflict, political 
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instability, geographical isolation, or limited institutional capacity faced greater difficulties in 

achieving the MDG targets. This demonstrated that a universal development agenda needed 

to take into account the diverse circumstances and capacities of individual countries and 

communities. 

c. Persistent and multidimensional inequalities 

                      The MDG period also highlighted the persistence of significant inequalities 

within and between countries. Progress at the national level did not always mean that the 

benefits of development reached every section of society equally. Geographical location, 

ethnicity, gender, socio-economic status, disability, and other social factors influenced 

people's access to opportunities and essential services. Inequalities were also reinforced by 

unequal distribution of resources, differences in income and wealth, political and institutional 

structures, and gender-based discrimination. In some cases, national statistics showed overall 

improvement while vulnerable and marginalised communities continued to remain excluded 

from the benefits of development. 

                    These experiences demonstrated that achieving development targets at the 

aggregate level was not sufficient. Greater attention was required to understand who was 

benefiting from development, who was being left behind, and why certain communities 

continued to face structural barriers. The SDGs responded to this challenge by placing 

greater emphasis on equality, inclusion, participation, and the principle of leaving no one 

behind. 
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                The transition from the MDGs to the SDGs can therefore be understood as an 

evolution from a relatively focused development agenda towards a more comprehensive and 

interconnected vision of sustainable development. The MDGs were instrumental in creating 

global awareness and mobilising international action around critical socio-economic 

challenges; however, their limitations provided important lessons for the formulation of the 

SDGs. The SDGs seek to address not only poverty and basic human needs but also the 

broader social, economic, environmental, and institutional conditions that influence human 

well-being. 

                 Ultimately, the emergence of the SDGs reflects the recognition that sustainable 

development requires a holistic, inclusive, participatory, and rights-based approach. The 

objective is not merely to achieve numerical targets but to create lasting improvements in the 

quality of life while ensuring that the benefits of development are shared equitably. The 

SDGs therefore build upon the achievements of the MDGs while attempting to address the 

gaps that remained unresolved, providing a more comprehensive framework for creating a 

peaceful, inclusive, equitable, and sustainable world by 2030. 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS Progress Chart 2023 

 

 

Accelerating Action Towards the Sustainable Development Goals 

                 The progress of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) presents a serious 

cause for concern. Although the SDGs have contributed to measurable improvements in 

several areas of human development since their adoption in 2015, the overall pace of progress 
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remains insufficient to achieve the 2030 Agenda. The United Nations' 2025 assessment 

shows that, among the SDG targets for which adequate trend data are available, only 18% are 

currently on track, while 17% are making moderate progress. In contrast, 31% are making 

only marginal progress, 17% show no progress, and 18% have regressed from their 2015 

baseline. These figures demonstrate that the challenge is no longer simply to maintain 

development efforts, but to significantly accelerate them. 

               The situation is particularly concerning because the SDGs are interconnected. 

Failure to make progress in one area can directly or indirectly affect several others. For 

example, poverty is closely connected with access to education, healthcare, decent 

employment, food security, gender equality and social protection. Similarly, climate change 

can affect agriculture, water availability, health, livelihoods and migration. Therefore, slow 

progress on one goal can create a chain of consequences across several other goals. The 

United Nations' 2025 report also identifies conflict, climate change, rising inequalities and 

inadequate financing as major obstacles to achieving the 2030 Agenda. 

                The seriousness of the situation was clearly expressed by United Nations 

Secretary-General António Guterres in 2023, when he warned: “Unless we act now, the 

2030 Agenda will become an epitaph for a world that might have been.” This statement 

reflects the urgency of the current situation. The SDGs were created with the ambition of 

building a world in which poverty is reduced, inequalities are addressed, the environment is 

protected, and people are provided with opportunities to live with dignity and security. 
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However, these ambitions cannot be achieved through commitments alone. They require 

sustained political will, adequate resources, public participation, effective institutions, 

technological innovation and cooperation at local, national and international levels. 

              The following measures can contribute to accelerating progress and preventing the 

SDGs from becoming an unfulfilled global promise. 

a. Collective Action and Public Participation 

                The successful implementation of the SDGs cannot be the responsibility of 

governments and international organisations alone. Ordinary citizens, communities, 

educational institutions, businesses, civil society organisations and development agencies 

must also become active participants in the process. Public awareness is therefore one of the 

first and most important steps towards achieving the Goals. 

                 A 2019 survey commissioned by the World Economic Forum and conducted by 

Ipsos found that approximately 74% of adults across 28 countries had at least some 

awareness of the SDGs. However, the survey also demonstrated substantial differences in 

familiarity between countries and populations. For example, 92% of respondents in Türkiye 

and 90% in China had heard of the SDGs, whereas 51% of respondents in both Great Britain 

and Japan and 50% in the United States reported that they had never heard of them. More 

importantly, awareness does not necessarily mean understanding. Knowing that the SDGs 
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exist is different from understanding how they relate to everyday life and how individuals and 

communities can contribute to achieving them. 

                This gap becomes even more important in communities where poverty, limited 

educational opportunities, digital exclusion or inadequate access to information remain major 

challenges. Awareness programmes should therefore move beyond simply introducing people 

to the 17 Goals. They should explain how SDGs relate to everyday concerns such as access to 

clean water, education, sanitation, healthcare, employment, women's empowerment, 

environmental protection and food security. 

            Schools and universities can introduce SDG-related education into curricula and 

encourage students to undertake community-based projects. Local governments and NGOs 

can organise awareness campaigns, workshops, public discussions and community 

programmes. Digital platforms, social media, local-language communication and community 

radio can also help reach populations that may not be adequately served by conventional 

communication  channels. 

             Most importantly, communities should not be viewed merely as beneficiaries of 

development programmes. They should be treated as partners and decision-makers. People 

living with development challenges often possess valuable knowledge about their own needs 

and circumstances. Their participation in identifying problems, designing interventions and 

monitoring outcomes can make development initiatives more relevant, locally appropriate 

and sustainable. 

 

 

IDCIJST- Innovation Development Council's International Journal of Science and 

Technology |Vol: 01 | Issue: 02 | Month: July - Sept | Publication Year: 2026        

 
 



18 
MDGs to SDGs 

 
b. Greater Accountability and Transparency of Governments 

            Governments have a central responsibility in translating the SDGs from international 

commitments into practical policies and programmes. They establish laws, allocate public 

resources, develop infrastructure, provide essential services and create the institutional 

systems through which development takes place. Consequently, effective governance and 

accountability are fundamental to SDG implementation. 

              One of the major challenges is corruption, which can divert public resources away 

from their intended beneficiaries and weaken public trust in institutions. Transparency 

International's 2025 Corruption Perceptions Index reports that 122 of the 182 countries and 

territories assessed scored below 50 out of 100, while the global average fell to 42. The 

2024 index similarly found that more than two-thirds of countries scored below 50. These 

figures illustrate the continuing global challenge of ensuring transparent and accountable 

public institutions. 

             Strengthening accountability does not simply mean preventing corruption. It also 

requires governments to make information about public expenditure, development 

programmes, procurement and implementation more accessible to citizens. Independent 

auditing, transparent procurement systems, social audits, public consultations, open data 

systems and effective grievance mechanisms can help citizens understand how resources are 

being used and whether programmes are reaching their intended beneficiaries. 
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             Decision-making should also become more inclusive. Governments can strengthen 

participatory mechanisms that allow marginalised communities, women, young people, civil 

society organisations, researchers, businesses and other stakeholders to contribute to policy 

discussions. Such participation can help ensure that development policies reflect diverse 

social and economic realities rather than being designed solely from an institutional or 

administrative perspective. 

             Accountability must also operate at multiple levels. National governments are 

important, but local governments and institutions often have a more direct relationship with 

communities. Effective decentralisation, local planning, community monitoring and 

responsive public services can therefore contribute significantly to achieving the SDGs. 

c. Strengthening the Role of NGOs and Civil Society 

                 Non-governmental organisations and civil society organisations can play an 

important role in bridging the gap between policy and communities. Their grassroots 

presence often allows them to work directly with populations that may remain outside 

mainstream  development systems. 

            NGOs can contribute to SDG implementation in several ways. First, they can spread 

awareness by translating complex global goals into issues that communities can understand 

and relate to. Second, they can contribute to policy advocacy by documenting community 

experiences and presenting evidence to policymakers. Third, they can support capacity 
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building by providing training, education and livelihood opportunities. Fourth, they can 

develop and test local solutions to problems involving education, healthcare, sanitation, 

women's empowerment, livelihoods, climate resilience and social inclusion. 

             Civil society organisations can also function as independent observers of 

development programmes. By monitoring projects, documenting outcomes and identifying 

gaps in implementation, they can contribute to greater accountability. Their role becomes 

particularly important in reaching vulnerable populations whose experiences may not be 

adequately reflected in national-level statistics. 

                 Partnerships between governments and civil society should therefore be 

strengthened rather than treated as separate systems. Governments possess institutional 

authority and resources, while NGOs and community organisations often possess local 

knowledge, networks and implementation experience. Combining these strengths can create 

more responsive and effective development programmes. 

d. Regular Monitoring, Data Collection and Reporting 

            What cannot be measured effectively is difficult to manage effectively. Regular 

monitoring and reliable data are therefore essential for determining whether SDG 

programmes are actually producing meaningful results. 

               Governments and development institutions should regularly collect, analyse and 

publish data related to SDG indicators. Data should ideally be disaggregated by factors such 
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as gender, age, geographical location, income level and other relevant characteristics so that 

inequalities within populations are not hidden behind national averages. 

               The United Nations has continued to strengthen the global SDG indicator 

framework and data systems. However, the UN's 2025 assessment also recognises that 

significant data gaps remain, particularly in measuring progress consistently across countries 

and targets. Improving statistical capacity at national and local levels is therefore essential. 

             Regular reporting should not be treated merely as an administrative exercise. It 

should be used as a mechanism for identifying what is working, what is failing and where 

corrective action is required. Governments can establish periodic reviews involving civil 

society, academia, private-sector stakeholders and communities. Such reviews can create 

opportunities to discuss challenges, exchange successful practices and redesign programmes 

where necessary. 

                International and regional forums also have an important role. Conferences, SDG 

summits, knowledge-sharing platforms and cross-country partnerships allow nations and 

institutions to learn from one another. Successful local initiatives can be documented, 

evaluated and adapted for use in other regions rather than repeatedly developing solutions 

from the beginning. 
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e. Integrating SDGs into National and Local Policies 

            The SDGs should not operate as a separate set of international commitments 

disconnected from national development priorities. They need to be integrated into national 

development plans, government budgets, sectoral policies and local development strategies. 

               For example, policies relating to education should consider SDG 4, while health 

policies can be aligned with SDG 3. Similarly, employment and livelihood programmes can 

contribute to SDG 8, environmental policies to SDGs 13, 14 and 15, and programmes 

addressing inequality can contribute to SDG 10. Such integration can prevent duplication and 

ensure that development programmes work towards interconnected objectives. 

               Localisation is equally important. A national SDG strategy may establish broad 

objectives, but local governments and communities must determine how these objectives can 

be translated into action according to their specific circumstances. The development 

challenges faced by a rural community may differ significantly from those faced by an urban 

settlement. Therefore, local knowledge and decentralised planning should form an important 

part of SDG implementation. 

f. Addressing the Financing Gap 

                 Finance remains one of the most significant challenges facing sustainable 

development. Ambitious goals require substantial investment in infrastructure, healthcare, 

education, renewable energy, climate adaptation, social protection, water and sanitation, 
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technology and employment generation. However, many developing countries face fiscal 

constraints, high debt burdens and limited access to affordable financing. 

                Innovative financial mechanisms can help mobilise additional resources. The 

United Nations and other international institutions have highlighted instruments such as 

debt-for-climate or debt-for-nature swaps, green bonds and blue bonds as mechanisms 

that can help direct finance towards sustainable development and environmental objectives. 

Such instruments can complement traditional public financing and international development  

assistance. 

                The private sector also has an important role to play. Businesses can contribute 

through responsible investment, impact investing, corporate social responsibility, green 

technologies and sustainable business models. However, private investment should be 

accompanied by appropriate transparency, accountability and safeguards so that development 

outcomes remain central to the process. 

                 Financial resources must also be distributed effectively. Increasing funding alone 

will not guarantee progress if resources are poorly managed or fail to reach communities that 

need them most. Therefore, financing must be accompanied by strong institutions, transparent 

systems, measurable outcomes and effective monitoring. 
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g. Promoting Innovation and Technology 

                      Innovation can significantly accelerate SDG implementation. Digital 

technologies can improve access to education, healthcare, financial services, government 

services and information. Mobile-based platforms can connect rural communities with 

markets and financial systems, while digital tools can help governments monitor 

infrastructure, track development indicators and improve service delivery. 

               Technological innovation, however, should be inclusive. Digital transformation can 

also create new forms of inequality when communities lack access to devices, reliable 

internet connectivity, digital literacy or affordable services. Therefore, technological 

advancement should be accompanied by efforts to reduce the digital divide. 

                Innovation should also extend beyond technology. Social innovation, 

community-led solutions, new financing models, sustainable agricultural practices, 

circular-economy approaches and social entrepreneurship can provide practical responses to 

local development challenges. The most effective innovations are not necessarily the most 

technologically advanced; they are often solutions that are affordable, locally appropriate, 

scalable and sustainable. 
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h. Strengthening Global Partnerships 

             No country can achieve the SDGs independently. Climate change, poverty, migration, 

pandemics, food insecurity, biodiversity loss and financial instability frequently cross 

national boundaries. International cooperation is therefore essential. 

            The principle of partnership, reflected in SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals, 

requires governments, international organisations, businesses, universities, NGOs and 

communities to work together. Developed countries can support developing countries through 

financing, technology transfer, capacity building and knowledge-sharing, while developing     

countries can contribute local innovations and experiences that may be adapted elsewhere. 

              Partnerships should also move beyond short-term projects. Long-term cooperation, 

institutional capacity building and knowledge exchange are more likely to create sustainable 

impact than isolated interventions. The emphasis should therefore be on building systems and 

capabilities that continue to function after individual projects or funding cycles end. 
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Conclusion 
                   The current state of SDG progress presents a serious challenge, but it should not 

be interpreted as evidence that sustainable development is impossible. The United Nations' 

2025 assessment notes that substantial progress has been achieved in areas including 

education, maternal and child health, electricity access and digital connectivity, 

demonstrating that meaningful change is possible when effective policies, institutions and 

partnerships are in place. The central challenge is therefore to accelerate, expand and 

sustain the progress that is already possible. 

              Preventing the SDGs from becoming an unfulfilled promise requires action at every 

level. Governments must strengthen accountability and institutions; citizens must become 

informed and engaged; NGOs and civil society must continue to reach vulnerable 

communities and advocate for inclusive policies; businesses must contribute responsible 

investment and innovation; researchers and educational institutions must generate knowledge 

and solutions; and international organisations must facilitate cooperation, financing and 

knowledge-sharing. 

            The SDGs should ultimately be understood not merely as 17 goals written in an 

international document, but as a shared framework for improving the lives of people and 

protecting the planet. Their success will depend on whether these global commitments are 

translated into meaningful changes at the local level—whether a child receives an education, 

whether a family has access to clean water, whether a woman has economic opportunities, 
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whether a community can withstand climate-related disasters, whether vulnerable people can 

access healthcare, and whether resources are distributed fairly. 

             With only a few years remaining until 2030, the need for accelerated action is 

undeniable. The choice before the global community is not simply about meeting statistical 

targets; it is about determining the kind of world that future generations will inherit. Stronger 

accountability, greater public participation, adequate financing, innovative solutions, reliable 

data and genuine partnerships can help place the SDGs back on a meaningful path. What is 

required now is not another declaration of commitment, but consistent, measurable and 

collective action to ensure that the promise of sustainable development becomes a lived 

reality  for people and communities across the world. 

                     The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) represented a significant global 

effort to address some of the world's most pressing development challenges, including 

poverty, hunger, lack of access to education and healthcare, gender inequality, and 

environmental concerns. The MDGs helped mobilise governments, international 

organisations, civil society, and development agencies around a common set of measurable 

targets. They contributed to considerable progress in several areas, particularly in reducing 

extreme poverty, increasing access to primary education, improving child and maternal 

health, and strengthening global partnerships for development. However, despite these 

achievements, the MDGs also exposed several limitations in the way development 

programmes were designed and implemented. 
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             One of the major challenges was the predominantly top-down approach adopted in 

many development interventions. In several cases, programmes were designed at national or 

international levels without sufficient understanding of the realities, priorities, and needs of 

local communities. As a result, some initiatives struggled to create sustainable and long-term 

impact. The uneven allocation and utilisation of resources also limited progress, with certain 

regions and communities receiving inadequate attention despite having significant 

development needs. Furthermore, limited community participation meant that beneficiaries 

were often treated as recipients of development rather than as active partners in the process. 

This reduced local ownership and, in some cases, affected the sustainability of interventions 

after external support ended. 

                The shortcomings and lessons emerging from the MDGs contributed to the 

development of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations 

in 2015 as a broader and more inclusive framework for global development. The 17 SDGs 

and their associated targets seek to address economic, social, and environmental challenges in 

an integrated manner. Unlike the MDGs, the SDGs are universal in scope and emphasise the 

principle of leaving no one behind. They recognise that development cannot be achieved by 

addressing poverty, education, health, gender equality, employment, climate change, 

inequality, and environmental sustainability in isolation. Instead, these areas are 

interconnected and require coordinated action from governments, communities, civil society 

organisations, businesses, international institutions, and individual citizens. 
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               The SDGs therefore place greater emphasis on creating meaningful and measurable 

impact rather than simply meeting numerical targets. However, progress towards the 2030 

Agenda remains a major concern. Current global assessments indicate that only a limited 

proportion of SDG targets are on track, while many are progressing too slowly or moving in 

the wrong direction. This situation highlights the urgent need to accelerate implementation 

and ensure that commitments made at the global level are translated into tangible 

improvements in people's everyday lives. 

               Awareness and accountability are central to this process. Governments need to 

strengthen policies, improve implementation mechanisms, ensure efficient utilisation of 

resources, and regularly monitor progress against SDG targets. At the same time, NGOs and 

civil society organisations have an important role in reaching communities that may remain 

outside mainstream development programmes. Their grassroots presence enables them to 

identify local challenges, build community participation, monitor implementation, and 

communicate the concerns of vulnerable populations to policymakers. Communities 

themselves must also be recognised as active stakeholders whose knowledge, participation, 

and ownership are essential for creating sustainable solutions. 

                   Increased financial and technical resources are equally important. Development 

programmes require adequate investment, trained human resources, stronger institutions, 

reliable data, and effective monitoring systems. At the same time, innovative 

approaches—including digital technologies, social entrepreneurship, local innovations, 
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public-private partnerships, and community-led solutions—can help address development 

challenges more efficiently and at scale. Collaboration between governments, NGOs, 

academia, businesses, and local communities can further strengthen the implementation of 

SDG-focused initiatives. 

The transition from the MDGs to the SDGs should therefore be understood not merely as a 

change in global goals, but as an opportunity to learn from past experiences and adopt a more 

inclusive, participatory, accountable, and locally responsive approach to development. The 

remaining years of the 2030 Agenda require urgent and coordinated action. If governments, 

civil society, NGOs, communities, and other stakeholders work together, strengthen 

accountability, mobilise resources, and encourage innovative solutions, the SDGs can 

translate from global commitments into meaningful change on the ground. The objective 

should not simply be to achieve targets on paper, but to create lasting improvements in 

people's lives and ensure that development reaches everyone, particularly those who are most 

vulnerable and marginalised. Action taken today will determine whether the SDGs become a 

transformative framework for a more equitable and sustainable future or another set of global 

commitments that falls short of its promise. 

 

 

 ​  
  

 
 

 

 

IDCIJST- Innovation Development Council's International Journal of Science and 

Technology |Vol: 01 | Issue: 02 | Month: July - Sept | Publication Year: 2026        

 
 



31 
MDGs to SDGs 

 
 
 
 

References 
 
 
https://www.guardian.com/global-development/datablog/2015/jul/06/what-millennium-devel
opment-goals-achieved-mdgs   
 
https://www.devex.com/news/where--mdgs-fell-short-81328  
 
https://www.undp.org/publications/africa-mdg-progress-reports  
 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/progress-chart/Progress-Chart-2023.pdf   
 
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2022/index/ind  
 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/globalpartnerships/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

IDCIJST- Innovation Development Council's International Journal of Science and 

Technology |Vol: 01 | Issue: 02 | Month: July - Sept | Publication Year: 2026        

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2015/jul/06/what-millennium-development-goals-achieved-mdgs
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2015/jul/06/what-millennium-development-goals-achieved-mdgs
https://www.devex.com/news/where-the-mdgs-fell-short-81328
https://www.undp.org/publications/africa-mdg-progress-reports
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/progress-chart/Progress-Chart-2023.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2022/index/ind
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/globalpartnerships/

	Accelerating Action Towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
	a. Collective Action and Public Participation 
	b. Greater Accountability and Transparency of Governments 
	c. Strengthening the Role of NGOs and Civil Society 
	d. Regular Monitoring, Data Collection and Reporting 
	e. Integrating SDGs into National and Local Policies 
	f. Addressing the Financing Gap 
	g. Promoting Innovation and Technology 
	h. Strengthening Global Partnerships 

	Conclusion 

