
St Bernard's PS and NU

Monday 16th September 2024

Curriculum Meeting

Year 1 & 2
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Primary 1 Class Teachers

P1MC – Mrs Cunningham

P1KB – Miss Brothers

P1AP – Mrs Privilege



Primary 2 Class Teachers

P2MM – Mrs Mathers

P2AMI/SP – Mrs McIlhatton/ Mrs Patterson

P2NW – Mrs Waddoups



Contact/Communication Details

mailto:info@stbernardsps.newtownabbey.ni.sch.uk


School Timetable

8:45am

School Playground (Please do not send children in before 8:45am NO 

SUPERVISION)

8:45- 9:00am
Yr1 – please bring the children to the door in Yr1 Block

Yr2 – children will be collected from Main Playground 

9:00am Lessons Begin

10:15am-

10:30am
Break Time for Yr1-2

11:50am-

12:30pm
Lunch Time for Yr1-2

2:00pm Class ends for Yr1-2 (Except Fridays – Home Time 1:45pm)



Attendance 

and 

Punctuality

• We have high expectations regarding attendance and 
punctuality

• Regular school attendance is crucial in ensuring that 
every child can have full access to the school curriculum 
and reach their potential

• It is better to come late to school than not to come at 
all

• Please contact the class teacher via Seesaw or phone 
the school office to inform us of an absence

• Attendance is closely monitored throughout the year 





School Uniform

•Promotes the ethos of our school – responsibility, 
respect, diligence

•Provides a sense of belonging, self-confidence and 
pride

•Sets an appropriate tone for education

•Develops good relationships, behaviour and learning
https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants/apply-for-free-school-
meals-uniform-grants

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants/apply-for-free-school-meals-uniform-grants
https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants/apply-for-free-school-meals-uniform-grants


School Uniform

• School jumper, white polo-shirt, grey trousers/skirt, grey socks/tights and black 

shoes 

• Summer: Pink summer dress/white socks (girls), grey shorts (boys)

• Jewellery - Stud earrings and watches only.  No jewellery if swimming

• All items of school uniform should be labelled to avoid unnecessary confusion

• Children can wear PE uniform to school on PE days (2 days per week): black 

shorts/tracksuits/leggings, white t-shirt/polo shirt and PE fleece/school jumper

• Children can wear trainers to school on Adventure Playground Day

• Tie hair back if long  



Healthy Eating

•We ask all parents / carers to 
support our ethos of being a 
Health Promoting School and 

provide a healthy snack and lunch 
for your child

•Crisps, fizzy drinks, chocolate, 
sweets and anything containing nuts 
should not be sent into school as a 

number of children have nut 
allergies

•Children are encouraged to bring 
a bottle of water to drink during 

the day. Water bottle can be 
refilled from a chilled water supply 

in school

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants/apply-for-free-school-meals-uniform-grants

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants/apply-for-free-school-meals-uniform-grants


Special Educational Needs

• The welfare of your child’s education is very 

important. If you are concerned about the progress of 

your child or any other matter, you are very welcome 

to contact the school to discuss with the Principal, Vice 

Principal, SENCO and/or Class Teacher

• Mrs Craig Special Educational Needs Coordinator 

(SENCO)

• She oversees the implementation of Individual 

Education Plans (IEPs) for children with additional 

needs

• Mrs Craig liaises with outside support agencies 

including Regional Integrated Support Education in NI 

(RISE), Speech and Language and Educational 

Psychology

• Any concerns about your child please make contact 

via Seesaw or the office

Mrs Craig: SENCO



Our Safeguarding Team



The Preventative Curriculum   

We use the term preventative curriculum to describe:

• What we do to keep the children safe

• What the children are learning about to help their personal and emotional 

development, including health, wellbeing and safety, and relationships

• The knowledge and information the children are given to help them stay safe 

and develop healthy relationships, beliefs and attitudes as they grow up

Our Preventative Curriculum provides pupils with the skills, attributes, attitudes and 

resilience necessary to live successfully and positively in society.  Pupil wellbeing is at 

the heart of all learning that takes place at St Bernard’s.



House System
Take 5 School – 

Level 3 Accreditation 

Monthly Award 

Celebration Assemblies 
PDMU/Grow In 

Love Lessons 

The Preventative Curriculum   



Dates for your Diary    

Wednesday 18th September

Friends of St Bernard’s AGM

Assembly Hall 7:30pm

Monday 7th October – 9am

Yr1 & 2 Phonics Workshop

Wednesday 23rd October

Sponsored Bounce School Fundraiser

Friday 25th October

Halloween Disco – Dress up

Friday 29th November

Parent Teacher Consultations

Tuesday 10th December – 1:15pm

Yr1 Christmas Play

Wednesday 11th December – 1:15pm

Yr2 Christmas Play

Thursday 30th January

Yr1 Parent Teacher Consultations 



Topic Related Trips

P1 children will attend three topic related trips.

• One trip per term.

• Term 1-Colin Glen Forest Park Gruffalo Trail 

• Term 2- Arc Farm

• Term 3- Beach visit and Carnfunnock Park



Topic Related Trips

P2 trips.

• Pizza Express 2nd/3rd October

• Wee Critters – Term 3 



Homework



Busy Things

•Busy Things is a fun way of completing homework online. 

•Each child has their own digital portfolio with their individual username and password.

•Busy things can be accessed by the website on a computer, or app on a tablet. 

•Children will be given a set activity to complete at home to cement their learning. Teachers will 

be able to track children’s progress. 

•Busy things has a range of activities that children can play in their own time too.



Homework – Your Role

• Show an interest

• Same time, same space – calm, uncluttered

• Know your child – timing, snack

• Removal of distractions

• Opportunity to connect

• Motivate, encourage – fun

• Encourage a love for reading



Homework – Your Role



Online Safety

Online safety means acting and 
staying safe when using digital 

technologies. 

It is wider than simply internet 
technology and includes 

electronic communication via text 
messages, social environments 

and apps, and using games 
consoles through any digital 

device.



SBNI Online Safety Hub



Topics
Choose from a range of topics you would like to know more 
about with lots of helpful advice and resources to keep you 

and the young people in your care safer online.



Safer Schools NI App is a digital safeguarding communication 
toolkit helping to engage the entire school community. 



Wraparound Care

Bernard's Breakfast Club
Monday to Friday from 7.45am until the start of the school day 
Cost of £2 per day

Bernard's 2pm - 3pm Club
Operates Monday to Friday during term time at a cost of £2 per day.

Bernard's 3pm - 6pm Club
Operates Monday to Friday during term time at the following costs;
•3pm - 4pm £2
•3pm - 5pm £8
•3pm - 6pm £12



2-3pm Club
Payment and Booking 
Via the School Money App
Can book in up to the night before

 

Monday 23rd September start date: 2-3pm 

Multi-Activities



3-6pm Club
Payment and Booking 
Via the School Money App

 

Payments will be on a monthly basis and are to be made on the first of every 
month for the month ahead on the School Money App.

PLEASE NOTE:  Wraparound Care will be open to 6pm every day during term time, 
including the last day of term when the school closes at 12 noon.



3-6pm Club

Please register each child for Wraparound Care using a separate form and the 
same email address.

3-6pm Club Direct Number

077 5929 1438



Friends of St Bernard’s 



Friends of St Bernard’s 

What kind of things might I be expected to do if I join?

• Organise and run fundraising events – raffles, fairs

• Help out at events within the life of the school – school trips, serve 

tea/coffee at special events

• Perhaps you work for a company that can offer benefits such as 

raffle prizes, discounts on refreshments or access to a local facility?

• Maybe you’d like to sponsor our PTA 

• One meeting per half term 

If you have an idea of what you’d like to do, or 

skills you can offer, we’d love to hear from you!



Asda has introduced a new initiative to support local schools by raising 

funds. 

By selecting the "Cashpot for Schools" option in your Asda Rewards 

app, 0.5% of your total shopping* will be donated to the school of your 

choice.

We kindly ask that you choose our school when shopping and use your 

rewards card at checkout. 

Please also share this with friends and family to help us raise as much 

as possible for our school.

This offer is available from 2nd September to 30th November.



Friends of St Bernard’s 

What will I get out of being on the PTA?
• Meet parents from other year groups

• Meet the teachers in a less formal setting

• Widen your outlook and see the school from a different 

angle

• Make new friends by working alongside members of your 

community

• Learn new skills and increase your self-confidence

• The satisfaction of knowing you’ve made a contribution

• The knowledge that you’ve helped make the school you 

chose an even better place



Developing a Vision/Mission

Brainstorm

Draft first 
version

Make the 
statement 

pop

Feedback 
from the 

community

Publish the 
vision/mission



Vision

To create a supportive and inclusive environment, 
where every child feels valued, encouraged and 
empowered to succeed in a changing world.

To nurture each child and family, inspiring them to 
flourish socially, emotionally, spiritually and 
academically.

To nurture, challenge and empower our children, 
fostering a spiritual and supportive environment 
where every child can thrive and reach their full 
potential.

What is it that we want for the 

children in our school?



Mission

We promote a learning environment 

grounded in Catholic values, where the 

teachings of Christ inspire and guide all 

aspects of school life.

We are committed to fostering a love of 

learning guided by our Catholic values.

We are a caring, Christian community 

where every child is valued and 

respected in an environment which 

celebrates diversity, nurtures talents and 

recognises the achievements of all.

We are a caring, Catholic community, 

committed to inclusion, innovation and 

inspiration.



Mission



Core Values that 

Represent St Bernard’s

Responsibility
Respect

Friendship
Caring

Honesty
Diligence

Forgiveness
Patience
Courtesy

Bernard’s Goals

Consultation 

Phase



Community of Learners 

A community of learners can be 

defined as a group of people who share 

values and beliefs and who actively 

engage in learning from one another.



It is good to know we have 
your support in everything we 

do!
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