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A B O U T  S S D O
Sustainable Social  Development Organizat ion (SSDO) is  a
research based non-governmental  advocacy organizat ion
founded in 2015 and registered under Societ ies Registrat ion
Act 1860.  SSDO is working to contr ibute to the wel l -being of
society for  establ ishing an inst i tut ional ized system of social
development through emphasizing a responsible ci t izenship.  I t
is  a civ i l  in i t iat ive aimed to st imulate publ ic dialogue on social
and development pol ic ies,  informed publ ic act ion and
oversight ,  strengthening publ ic inst i tut ions and foster ing
col laborat ion among stakeholders.  SSDO aims to contr ibute
towards the sustainable and inclusive development of  deprived
communit ies of  marginal ized areas of  Pakistan.  SSDO thematic
programs include Democrat ic and Just Governance,
Accountabi l i ty  and Transparency,  Rule of  Law and Access to
Justice,  Gender Equal i ty  and Women Empowerment ,  Counter ing
Extremism and Promoting Peace,  and Equitable Education and
Health.  SSDO holds hands on experience of  working around
peace bui lding,  women empowerment ,  women pol i t ical
part ic ipat ion,  chi ld r ights ,  r ight  to information,  pol ice reforms,
State of  v iolence against  women and chi ldren,  ant i - �harassment
at  workplaces,  and strengthening pol i t ical  inst i tut ions to have
robust oversight  on SDGs achievement and chal lenges.

This report  has been developed in col laborat ion with Center  for
Research,  Development and Communicat ion (CRDC).  CRDC is a
consultancy f i rm that  offers a wide range of  services related to
research,  communicat ion and development ini t iat ives for  the
social ,  pol i t ical  and economic development of  Pakistan and the
region.  The f i rm with i ts  dist inguished and unique strength of
local  knowledge,  development expert ise and global  perspective
brings innovation in social  and development sector  for
providing solut ions to sustainable development of  country and
region.  The CRDC works for  cl ients including internat ional
development organizat ions,  donor agencies,  non-government
organizat ions,  government bodies,  f inancial  inst i tut ions and
private companies.  The CRDC provides solut ions to chal lenges
faced by var ious pr ivate and publ ic sector  cl ients through
research base,  advanced communicat ion strategies,  and
capacity  bui lding and advocacy support .

A B O U T  C R D C

I t  is  a network of  more than 450 organizat ions providing pol icy
advocacy and monitor ing of  chi ld r ights si tuat ions in the
country.  The Chi ld Rights Movement monitors the overal l  state
of chi ldren in Pakistan and provides pol icy guidel ines to the
Government of  Pakistan to improve the situat ion.  SSDO
current ly  holds the National  Secretar iat  for  CRM.  

A B O U T  C R M
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This report  owes acknowledgment of  several  of
research team members.  First ,  the data for
research was col lected through media tracking
of reported cases of  v iolence against  women
and chi ldren on dai ly  basis.  Going through the
huge mass of  information in the f i rst  place,  and
then tracking news about women and chi ldren
under def ined indicators fol lowed by i t ’s
tabulat ion for  further  analysis was a
painstaking task.  The other part  of  the research
was seeking off ic ial  information through using
right  to information (RTI)  laws,  by sending
information requests to the government
off ic ials and then fol lowing them regular ly .  This
tracking and entry of  data in spreadsheets was
made by Usman Altaf ,  Program Off icer ,  who
also enthusiast ical ly  spared his t ime and
energies for  writ ing this report  and analyzing
the data.  After  compilat ion of  data,  Izza
Faheem Tahir ,  Communicat ion Off icer
conducted prel iminary analysis of  data through
summarizing i t  into charts and graphs,  proof-
reading and review,  as wel l  as the layout and
design.  The research idea in the domain of
violence against  women and chi ldren was
primari ly  conceived by Syed Kausar Abbas ,
Executive Director  at  SSDO who has been
providing input and supervision throughout the
development of  this report .  The f inal  editor ial
review,  improvisat ion of  analysis ,  and qual i ty
assurance of  this report  was made by
Muhammad Shahid Khan ,  Director  Programs at
SSDO.  

We appreciate the efforts of  the ent i re team of
SSDO and CRDC. 
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
The current  scenario gives a
reason to introspect on the
del iverance of  the r ights of  women
and chi ldren in Pakistan and their
current  state of  social  securi ty  and
safety ,  and the perpetuat ion of  the
violence against  them across al l
provinces of  the country including
the Is lamabad Capital  Terr i tory
( ICT) dur ing the year 2021.  The
report  del iberates on the pl ight  of
women and chi ldren whi lst
highl ight ing the everyday r isks of
safety ,  securi ty ,  and r ights
violat ions being faced by them in
the country.  The report  is  based on
information col lected through two
different  methods,  i .e . ,  t racking of
reported cases from mainstream
Engl ish and Urdu Medium print
media and through access to
off ic ial  registered cases by using
Right to Information (RTI)  laws.

The two var iables:  
(a)  women and 
(b)  children 
were div ided into f ifteen  (15) ,  wel l -
thought-out  social  indicators that
befi t  the measure of  the social
condit ion of  women and chi ldren
and were easy to update
periodical ly .  

Nine (9)  indicators such as Chi ld
Abuse,  Chi ld Labour ,  Chi ld
Marr iages,  Pedophi l ia ,  Chi ld
Physical  Assault ,  Chi ld Traff icking,
Murder ,  Psychological  Assault  and
Chi ld Kidnapping relate to chi ldren,
whi le six  (6)  indicators such as
Domestic Violence,  Violence against
Women,  Honour Ki l l ing,  Physical
Assault ,  Rape of  Women,  Work place
Harassment and Kidnapping of
Women,  al l  re late to women.

After  running a thorough analysis,  i t  was
a start l ing revelat ion that  there is  a
substantive discrepancy in the records
of cases reported in the media and the
off icial  stat ist ics.  The cases reported in
the media are minuscule in comparison
with the off icial  number of  cases
registered against  the mentioned
indicators.  
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The report  found that  across al l  the
indicators concerning women and
chi ldren’s social  wel lbeing,  a record
(52,370)  cases were reported.  Only
8,719  cases were reported in the
media.  The report  also found that
violence against  women was
rampant in the country and a record
(27,273)  cases were reported.
Amongst the provinces,  Punjab
remained at  the crest  with 25,751
off ic ial ly  registered cases that
consti tute more than half  of  the
cases of  v iolence against  women
reported.  The media could only
report  3,160  cases.  During the same
period,  there were 128  cases of
violence against  women in
Islamabad registered whereas 40
cases out of  these were covered by
media.  Of those total  cases of
cr imes reported,  k idnapping of
women (18,390)  a lso saw a great
hike.  Nevertheless,  the mainstream
media tracked only 2,699  cases of
kidnapping of  women in the same
period.  I t  leads to a colossal
difference in the treatment of  the
cases in the media and off ic ial
numbers.  The highest number of
cases of  k idnapping of  women (177)
registered in Is lamabad were
contrary to only a smal l  number of
(68)  cases reported in the media.
(Given) the fact  that  Is lamabad
hosts one of  the largest  media
outlets ,  pr int  and electronic l ikewise.

In  the  same  per iod,   4,643   women

became the vict im of rape in off ic ial
stat ist ics;  but  only 1,341  cases
could get  attent ion in media.  In
Islamabad,  the cases registered
about the rape of  women were 63
while 36  cases out of  these were
highl ighted in the media.

Domestic Violence is  a common
phenomenon,  however ,  i t  a lways
goes underreported in Pakistan.
There is  a host of  reasons for  this ,
but  mainly  i t  is  due to the vict im’s
family  that  s lows the pace of
report ing or  in  many cases,  not
report ing at  al l .  Nevertheless,  the
stat ist ics revealed that  1,047 cases
of domestic v iolence were registered
in the year 2021,  yet  only 704  have
been reported by the media.  In
Islamabad,  there were registered a
total  of  24  cases of  domestic
violence,  whi le only 17  cases were
reported in the media.

The stat ist ics about v iolence against
chi ldren are not different.  As per  the
off ic ial  record,  2,678  cases were
registered in the country for  chi ld
abuse,  whi le 1,543 such cases were
also highl ighted in the media.  In
Islamabad,  70  cases of  chi ld abuse
were off ic ial ly  registered and 28 of
them got media attent ion.  Despite
the fact  age that  the age of  marr iage
is 16,  the cases registered against
chi ld marr iage were 46  and media
reported cases to stand at  18 ,  c lose
to 40%  less in report ing.
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The past year has seen a new nature of  the cr imes committed against
women and chi ldren.  I t  includes the cr ime of  passion,  the cr ime of  incest.
Regardless,  of  the l imitat ions of  data col lect ion from l imited newspapers,
the SSDO research desk found that  v iolence against  women and chi ldren
has become rampant in Pakistan.  I ronical ly ,  as the typology of  cr imes
against  women and chi ldren is  expanding,  the space for  reportage in pr int
and electronic media is  shr inking.  In this way,  a lot  of  vulnerable people
are left  out  of  the nat ional  debate and are left  to their  devices eventual ly .
Ignoring the off ic ial  stat ist ics would not serve the purpose,  i t  requires the
attent ion of  al l  stakeholders including government authori t ies ,  pol i t ic ians,
pol icymakers,  media and civ i l  society to have a col laborat ive mechanism
to curb the violence against  women and chi ldren in Pakistan.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
T H I S  S E C T I O N  I N C L U D E S  T H E  O B J E C T I V E S ,  I N D I C A T O R S ,
L I M I T A T I O N S  A N D  M E T H O D O L O G Y

Pakistan has a populat ion of
nearly  208 mil l ion people making
it  the f i f th most populous country
in the world.  The Government of
Pakistan 2017 census est imated
that nearly  35 percent of  the
populat ion is  under the age of  15,
whi le the women populat ion is
consti tuted of  101.4 mil l ion which
is 48.76% of the total  populat ion.
Women and chi ldren in Pakistan
continued to face violence,
discr iminat ion and persecution,
with authori t ies often fai l ing to
provide adequate protect ion and
safeguarding of  r ights of  women
and chi ldren and/or hold
perpetrators accountable under
the state law.
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153 out of 156
countries in the Global
Gender Gap Index

167 out of 170
countries in the
Women, Peace and
Security  Index

6th
most dangerous
country for women



Though the goals in SDGs focus
more on sustainable development ,
they are inextr icably l inked to
human r ights general ly  and the
r ights of  chi ldren and women
specif ical ly .

Contrary to achievements around
these SDGs targets often
mentioned by successive
governments in the country ,
Pakistan st i l l  ranks at  129th
posit ion out  of  193 countr ies on the
Global  SDG Index.  Whi le stressing
on achieving SDGs and pursuing a
mission to reduce al l  types of
violence in the country ,  the
Sustainable Social  Development
Organizat ion (SSDO),  cont inued i ts
efforts to publ ish i ts  annual
tracking report .

[1]  
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/WPS-Index-
2021-Summary.pdf

[2]
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global -
gender-gap-report -2021

[3]
https://dai lyt imes.com.pk/259389/pakista
n-ranked-sixth-most-dangerous-country-
for-women/

On Chi ld Rights Index,  Pakistan’s
score of  5.46 out of  10 cal ls  for
some ser ious pol icy and advocacy
actions on levels of  state and
society to guarantee chi ld r ights.
Similar ly ,  Pakistan also frequently
ranks as one of  the least  safe
countr ies in the world for  women,
as i t  ranked 167 out of  170
countr ies in the Women,  Peace and
Security  Index 2021/22,  publ ished
by Georgetown University ,  USA[1] .
According to the Global  Gender Gap
Report  2021,  publ ished by the World
Economic Forum, Pakistan ranks a
dismal 153 out of  a total  of  156
countr ies when i t  comes to
women’s education,  health and
pol i t ical  part ic ipat ion[2] .  In  2018,
Thomson Reuters Foundation (TRF)
mentioned Pakistan as the sixth
most dangerous country in the
world for  women,  with an ever  rapid
increase of  cases of  sexual  cr imes
and domestic v iolence against
women[3] .  

The world community adopted 17
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) to be achieved by 2030;
Pakistan also pledged i ts
commitment to achieving SDGs by
adopting these global  goals as
Pakistan’s Development Goals.  This
was recognized as a momentous
opportunity  to advance the r ights of
every chi ld and woman in the
country.  In  addit ion to being a
moral  imperat ive ,  achieving SDG
targets on chi ld and women’s r ights
was viewed as the indicat ion of  a
more sustainable way towards a
prosperous country.  
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This report  presents the state of  r ights of  women and chi ldren,  and the
violat ion of  such r ights dur ing 2021 across four provinces and Is lamabad
Capital  Terr i tory ( ICT).  The report  also highl ights the situat ion of  v iolence
against  women and chi ldren at  the distr ict  level  further  ident ify ing the
hotspot distr icts with a larger number of  registered and reported cases of
violence against  women and chi ldren in Punjab,  Sindh,  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) and ICT.  Gather ing data through pr int  media tracking on the state of
Violence Against  Women (VAW) and Violence against  Chi ldren (VAC) in al l
four  provinces and Is lamabad has portrayed a very worrying scenario.  This
research ini t iat ive has been conducted by SSDO and CRDC to support  the
state inst i tut ions to ident ify  the hotspot distr icts and devise a thorough
mechanism to counter  v iolence against  women and chi ldren in Pakistan.
 

Target 5.2:  
End al l  v iolence against  and exploitat ion of  women and gir ls

Target 5.3 :  
E l iminate forced marr iages and genital  muti lat ion

Target 8.7:  
End modern slavery ,  t raff icking,  and chi ld labour

Target 16.1:  
Reduce violence everywhere

Target 16.2:  
Protect  chi ldren from abuse,  exploitat ion,  t raff icking and violence

L I N K  T O  T H E
S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T  G O A L S
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O B J E C T I V E S  O F  R E S E A R C H  
To col lect  information related
to the state of  v iolence against
women and chi ldren in
Pakistan and ICT.  To produce
and present a comprehensive
situat ional  analysis at
provincial  and distr ict  levels
about v iolence against  women
and chi ldren in Pakistan and
ICT.  

To provide reference to
relevant pol icymakers and
stakeholders to take ini t iat ives
to reduce violence against
women and chi ldren through
pol icymaking and
implementat ion of  relevant
laws.  To encourage more
accurate and comprehensive
data col lect ion by government
enti t ies.
 

This report  is  based on the
sample of  some of the most
widely circulated newspapers
i .e. ,  three (3)  of  Engl ish and
three (3)  of  Urdu only.  Also,
media tracking is  not  absolute ,
and errors and omissions are
expected.  

The screening of  newspapers
on and around the
indicators/var iables of  this
research proved to be a very
diff icult  task as the news is
often not clear  thus making i t
diff icult  to count under any
specif ic  indicator.

For col lect ing of
information from both
sources,  f i f teen (15) ,  wel l -
thought-out  social
indicators that  bef i t  the
measure of  the social
condit ion of  women and
chi ldren and were easy to
update per iodical ly .  

Nine (9)  indicators such as
Chi ld Abuse,  Chi ld Labour ,
Chi ld Marr iages,  Pedophi l ia ,
Chi ld Physical  Assault ,  Chi ld
Traff icking,  Murder ,
Psychological  Assault  and
Chi ld Kidnapping relate to
chi ldren,  whi le six  (6)
indicators such as Domestic
Violence,  Violence against
Women,  Honour Ki l l ing,
Physical  Assault ,  Rape of
Women,  Work place
Harassment ,  Kidnapping of
Women,  are related to
women.

 

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  R E S E A R C H  

I N D I C A T O R S
O F  R E S E A R C H  
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R E S E A R C H  M E T H O D O L O G Y

The report  is  based on information
col lected through two different  methods.
First ,  data was col lected through media
tracking,  and second,  by ut i l iz ing RTI  laws
to have access to the authentic off ic ial
record of  registered cases against  set
indicators.  Therefore,  the research team
col lected data and information by dai ly
tracking of  the nat ional  and provincial
newspapers both in Engl ish and Urdu.  The
select ion cr i ter ia of  newspapers were
based on being the most famous,
accessible and most-read newspaper.  For
this purpose,  three Engl ish newspapers
and three Urdu newspapers were selected
and used for  research.  

The selected Engl ish medium newspapers
included:

1)  The Nation 
2)  Dawn 
3) The News

whereas Urdu medium newspapers
included:

1)  The Dai ly  Jang 
2)  The Dai ly  Duniya
3) The Dai ly  Express.

The research team of SSDO also f i led
information requests under Right  to
Information Law(s) to publ ic information
off icers of  the off ice of  the Inspector
General  Pol ice for  the col lect ion of  data
against  the set  var iables/indicators for
this study.  This col lect ion of  data from
the government authori t ies proved to be
instrumental  in  data tr iangulat ion for  this
study.

The r ight  to
Information is  a
fundamental  human
right  granted to the
cit izens of  Pakistan
under Art ic le 19-A of
the Consti tut ion of
the Is lamic Republ ic
of Pakistan.  Art ic le
19-A states:  

“Every Cit izen shal l
have the r ight  to
have access to
information in al l
matters of  publ ic
importance subject
to regulat ion and
reasonable
restr ict ions imposed
by the law”.  

R i g h t  t o
I n f o r m a t i o n

T R A C K I N G  N U M B E R S  -  S T A T E  O F  V I O L E N C E  A G A I N S T  W O M E N  &  C H I L D R E N
D I S T R I C T  W I S E  A N A L Y S I S  |  J A N U A R Y  -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1



1 1

V I O L E N C E   A G A I N S T
C H I L D R E N
The menace of  chi ld abuse remained a
problem for  the country in the year 2021.
Metaphorical ly ,  i t  can be deduced that
this is  making our social  fabr ic porous,
increasing the scope of  vulnerabi l i ty  and
prolonging the physical  and psychological
ramif icat ions for  our  chi ldren on which
the foundation of  any society rests.  The
legal  age for  recognit ion of  an adult  is  18
years.  Below this age,  the recognit ion of
any ent i ty  would be a minor.  I t  is
unanimously being pract ised across al l
the provinces.  

Given the recent development to
safeguard the r ights of  chi ldren,  few
legislat ions,  at  least  at  the surface level ,
look l ike a responsible sense of  response;
however ,  in  the year 2021 we have seen
some atrocious acts of  cr ime perpetrated
against  chi ldren and the legislat ion seems
to have been mere l ip-service and are
unable to deter  the cr iminals.  In the year
2021,  a total  of  2 ,194 cases of  var ious
nature were (off ic ial ly)  reported.  Of these
2,194,  cases 1,649 cases were reported
from Punjab,  444 cases were reported
from Sindh,  184 cases from KPK and 34
cases from Balochistan.  

The media reportage shows that  there is
an ever-r is ing trend in sexual ly  motivated
crimes fol lowed by physical  assault .  In
the media,  Punjab witnessed 798 cases of
sexual ly  motivated cr imes against
chi ldren.  Sindh reported 68,  KPK reported
91,  Balochistan reported 21 and
Islamabad reported 25.  
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In  the media,  cases of  chi ld homicide were also reported and they stand at
108.  Of those 108 cases,  71 were reported from Punjab,  14 from Sindh,  28
from KPK,  2 from Balochistan and 7 from Islamabad.  The kidnapping of
chi ldren was rampant in the country ,  as a record 316 cases were reported.  I t
was the highest in Punjab (217) and lowest in Balochistan (3).  Sindh had a
total  of  35 cases,  whi le the cases reported in KPK and Islamabad were 41
and 20 respectively.  

Despite off ic ial  legislat ions to curb the plague of  chi ld labour ,  we saw that 
 this pract ice is  st i l l  observed across the country.  The total  number of  cases
that were reported stands at  238.  In Punjab,  a total  of  227 cases were
off ic ial ly  registered against  chi ld labour making i t  the epicentre of  chi ld
recruitment.  

Pakistan is  a signatory to the best  internat ional  pract ices to address the
issues of  chi ld marr iage;  however ,  despite much said and done legislat ively ,
in  the year 2021 the cases of  chi ld marr iages were st i l l  reported.  The total
number stands at  45.  Punjab consti tuted more than half  of  the cases
reported (29) and the rest  of  the cases were reported from Sindh and
Islamabad at  16 and 1 respectively.  The media was able to report  just  18
cases.  

The media reported cases of  physical  assault  on chi ldren and saw a hike in
i ts frequency.  A record of  297 cases of  physical  assault  was reported in the
media.  223 cases from Punjab were reported,  30 from Sindh,  34 from KPK,  2
from Balochistan whi le Is lamabad stood at  8 cases.

T R A C K I N G  N U M B E R S  -  S T A T E  O F  V I O L E N C E  A G A I N S T  W O M E N  &  C H I L D R E N
D I S T R I C T  W I S E  A N A L Y S I S  |  J A N U A R Y  -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1



1 3

Violence against  women remained
one of  the most pressing social
concerns in the year 2021.  The
number of  cases registered is
bel ieved to be the highest ever
recorded.  I t  deals with al l  of  i ts
typologies.  However ,  the run-down
areas inhabited by not-wel l - to-do
households remained at  the most
receiving end of  the cr imes
perpetrated against  them. The cr ime
with the most number of  cases
registered against  i t  remains 

V I O L E N C E   A G A I N S T  W O M E N

physical  assault .  Often they
(women) are at  the disposal  of  their
fathers ,  s ibl ings (brothers)  or
estranged partners.  One important
aspect of  this nature of  cr ime is
that  i t  is  also correlated with the
monetary gains of  the other party.
In a few cases,  the property
disputes often led to an attempt to
assault  women as they are deemed
as the weaker sex and the culture of
int imidat ion put  her  in  a vulnerable
condit ion.  

Sadly ,  women are also seen as the
ult imate dispute sett lers.  They are often
at the receiving end of  micro-aggressive
slurs about their  bodies to a ful l -on
physical  assault  that  can lead to in jur ies
and even murder.  They also have to
batt le their  way through their  rough
marr iages and even after  the end of  i t .
In  this regard,  many women were the
vict ims of  acid attacks.  In most cases,
the vict im already knew her assai lant.  In
most cases,  the person has some mal ice
for  the vict im. Sometimes i t  is  an
envious roadside Romeo or  a bit ter
partner  in marr iage.  Many of  these
women never get  just ice in the court
system, or  are able to get  medical  help
such as skin grafts ,  despite the Acid and
Burn Crime Act ,  2018.  
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The forms of the cr ime change,  but  the main purpose
of - -  feel ing invincibi l i ty  or  dominance remains the
same and the culture of  int imidat ion remains at  i ts
place At t imes chi ldren are related to women and
their  wel l -being depends largely on the wel l -being of
mothers,  so given this correlat ion chi ldren are
direct ly  affected by the tumultuous state of  affair  of
women. 

Pakistan is  amongst the few countr ies which are st i l l
grappl ing with the idea of  honour and the atrocit ies
committed in i ts  name or  under the pretext  of
protect ing the honour from going astray.  Women are
expected to l ive with the burden of  guarding the
honour of  not  only themselves but  also their  famil ies
and eventual ly  become vict ims to such abol ish-
worthy social  pract ices.   According to the recent
report  ,  just  between 2004 and 2016,  there were more
than 15,000 cases of  honour based cr imes.  The same
news report  goes on to state that  the convict ion rate
of cr imes of  v iolence against  women is just  2.5%.
387 women lost  their  l ives to honour ki l l ings in 2021.
Many such incidents took place in the rural  or  semi-
urban sett ing and were barely  reported in the media
leave alone cent percent.

Universal ly  this is  perceived to be one of  the most
heinous cr imes.  In Pakistan,  given i ts  culture of
denial ,  i t  is  always discouraged to talk about i t .  To
address this elephant in the room, we must begin by
general ly  conceding to the fact  that  such cases have
happened and even as we read this report ,  are st i l l
happening.  In the year 2021,  many cases of  incest
were reported in the media.  The vict im is always told
to stay quiet  for  the perceived col lect ive good of  the
person and the family  at  large.  Many l ive under the
weight of  self -gui l t  and i t  affects their  psychological
health.  They are unable to y ield output in their  l ives
and they are dr iven to the path of  self -harm and in
extreme cases,  even suicide.  

H O N O U R  K I L L I N G
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With the ever-changing pace of  the
cr ime committed,  so has i ts  nature.
The frol ic  nature of  the cr imes
taking place within our
neighbourhoods is  sett ing out  alarm
bel ls concerning the rotten social
fabr ic of  the society that  needs
urgent reform. With the recent
cases and their  heinous nature,  i t  is
appropriate to say that  the culpr i ts
are lurking in the shadows wearing
nice smiles and good manners and
wait ing for  their  next  v ict im. 

A case in point :  Noor Muqaddam.
This incident seems to have helped
in dispel l ing the myth around the
cr imes and their  societal
placement.  In the past ,  i t  was also
assumed that  heinous cr imes do not
have any scope in Pakistan,  but  as
we get  to study our culture and
social  evolut ion at  an ever-changing
pace more closely ,  we have come to
know that  Pakistan is  no different.

Many women are v ict ims of
retr ibut ion.  I t  is  e i ther  someone
from her immediate family ,
extended relat ive or  as discussed
earl ier ,  an estranged lover.  In  many
cases,  i t  is  verbal  and psychological
harm and in extreme cases,  i t
resulted in in jury or  even l i fe loss.
More than 20,000 such cases could
see the l ight  of  the day and were
successful ly  registered.  

 

C R I M E S  O F  P A S S I O N

C R I M E S  O F  R E T R I B U T I O N
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In  July 2021,  Noor
Mukkadam, daughter  of  a
former diplomat ,  was
murdered in Is lamabad.  This
sparked nat ionwide outrage
and protests over the sheer
brutal i ty  of  her  k i l l ing,  as
wel l  as growing fears and
concerns about women's
safety in Pakistan.  
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In  a study,  i t  was found out that  only around 25% of
women with a university  degree in Pakistan are
working (professional ly) ,  the rest  fal l  under the
informal  sector.  A large sect ion of  the society who
is equal ly  talented to y ield output in their
professional  commitments is  left  out  of  earning
their  economic div idends because the atmosphere
they work in is  not  conducive to safer  working
condit ions.  They are wi l l ing to contr ibute to their
better  l ivel ihoods and the country at  large but  this
drop out from the labour force is  alarming.  In the
year 2021,  29 cases of  workplace harassment were
reported – al l  were sexual ly  motivated.  20 from
Punjab and 9 from the province of  Sindh.  Here,  we
must understand that  this is  a number that  is
reported in the media,  only.  In  a culture were
talking about such issue are already taboo and
surrounded by the conspiracy of  s i lence,  many
cases of  such nature go unreported which further
make matters complicated.  Many reasons
consti tute – the gender pay gap –transportat ion –
family  issues,  etc.  The most pressing one is
harassment at  the workplace.  Cases of  harassment
at  the workplace are r is ing.  In the current  legal
system, the cases l inger on.  The vict im's pat ience
runs thin and,  they prefer  backing down. Therefore,
the scope of  just ice served is  deemed as some
luxury than i ts  basic elementary r ight.  I t  doesn’t
end here,  a  v ict im who is vulnerable and already
suffer ing from an economic church cannot afford to
hire lawyers and fol low the slow-paced protocol  of
the current  just ice system, therefore,  gradual ly  and
eventual ly  has to leave the job which is  correlated
with i ts  l ivel ihood.  In this dead-end social
condit ion,  the woman begins to depend on others
and compromises her  self -esteem in – many cases
exploitat ion.  I t  furthers in a chain react ion that
fosters other issues within households and the
community at  large.  Therefore,  economic
empowerment is  important  for  a woman and i t
could only be served without any precondit ions of
potent ial  endurance and suffer ing because i t ’s  a
basic human r ight.  

w o r k p l a c e  h a r a s s m e n t
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Speaking at  the Distr ict
Women Workers
Convention,  organised
by SSDO in December
2021,  Mehar Nigar ,  an
educationist ,  stated
that the Protect ion
against  Harassment at
Workplace Act 2010
does not signif icant ly
different iate between
major and minor
offences,  and only
deals with punishment
at  the work level ,  as
whi le they may be
dismissed from work or
f ined,  but  these
repercussions are very
minor for  those who
are inf luent ial  or
wealthy ,  and tougher
punishments are
needed.  
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P U N J A B
T H I S  S E C T I O N  I N C L U D E S  A  D E T A I L E D  B R E A K D O W N  O F  M E D I A
R E P O R T I N G  A N D  O F F I C I A L  C A S E S  I N  A L L  D I S T R I C T S  O F  P U N J A B

Across al l  d istr icts ,  25,751 cases of  v iolence against  women (VAW) were
registered in Punjab,  therefore i t  outnumbered the cases reported in the
previous year.  I t  is  also more than the rest  of  the provinces combined.  From
across the distr icts in the f i rst  half  of  2021,  There were 3 ,721 cases of
violence registered.  Lahore,  Faisalabad,  Rawalpindi  saw the highest number
of cases:  617,  486,  and 216 respectively.  

However ,  in  the last  half  of  the year ,  the cases of  v iolence against  women
(VAW) supplemented and i t  reached a staggering number (22,030).  This
high shift  in  report ing is  alarming.  Lahore,  Faisalabad and Kasur remain the
most vulnerable places for  women for  their  social  securi ty .  

197
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Punjab recorded the highest number of  cases of  Domestic v iolence.  Scores
of women remained at  the receiving end of  this act  of  v iolence.  According to
the Pakistan Demographic and Health Survey 2017-18,  28% of ever-marr ied
women aged 15-49 had experienced physical  abuse by their  spouse or  family
member in just  the past  year alone (2017) .

In Lahore,  the number of  v ict ims is  in 3 digits making i t  the distr ict  with the
highest number of  cases registered,  fol lowed by Gujranwala and Vehari .  

Kidnapping is  correlated with the other forms of cr ime perpetrated against
women. Often kidnapping is  amongst the f i rst  scheme of cr iminal  act iv i ty
leading to rape,  physical  assault  and murder ,  extort ion for  Ransome. The
three mentioned distr icts remained the most vulnerable regions in the
province where the number of  cases of  k idnapping is  prevalent.  Lahore has
the highest number of  cases of  k idnapping registered fol lowed by Rawalpindi
and Faisalabad.  The cases registered were agnostic of  the geographical
presence of  the vict im as they took place across the city.  The cases
registered were from rural  and urban al ike.  

753



Domestic
Violence

155 Lahore

143 Gujranwala

83 Vehari
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Kidnapping



3939 Lahore

935 Rawalpindi

1011 Faisalabad

5595 Lahore

1726 Faisalabad

1312 Kasur

Violence 
Against 
Women

L A H O R E :  6 4 5
F A I S A L A B A D :  3 2 7
M U Z A F F A R G A R H :  2 6 0
B A H A W A L P U R :  1 9 5
K A S U R :  1 7 4
M U L T A N :  1 6 9

4 3 2 9  c a s e s  o f  R a p e  R e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S

F A I S A L A B A D :  1 6
S A R G O D H A :  1 4
R A H I M  Y A R  K H A N :  1 3
G U J R A N W A L A :  1 1
O K A R A :  8

L A H O R E :  4 3 7
G U J A R A N W A L A :  9 8
M U Z A F F A R G H A R :  9 2
S H I E K H U P U R A :  7 2  

1 9 7  c a s e s  o f  h o n o u r  k i l l i n g
r e p o r t e d  a c r o s s  a l l  d i s t r i c t s
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S

1 9 0 6  C h i l d  a b u s e ,  l a b o u r
a n d  m a r r i a g e  c a s e s  i n
P u n j a b  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S
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District Name
Child

Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage

Domestic
Violence
Against
Women

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Attock 30 4 1 17 43 163 296 2 0

Bahawalnagar 25 1 0 9 134 381 657 7 0

Bahawalpur 64 3 2 29 195 608 961 2 0

Bhakar 13 4 0 0 52 160 192 0 0

Chakwal 13 0 0 0 25 103 157 4 0

Chiniot 14 6 0 16 76 148 312 4 0

D.G Khan 24 5 1 4 88 196 385 4 0

Faisalabad 50 33 3 62 327 1011 1726 16 0

Gujranwala 78 19 1 143 161 536 885 11 0

Gujrat 18 12 0 23 60 389 650 8 0

Hafizabad 27 2 0 39 84 182 357 9 0

Jhelum 23 5 0 10 71 146 251 5 0

Jhang 26 7 0 6 85 204 299 2 0

Kasur 106 10 0 5 174 588 1312 4 0

Khanewal 60 0 3 0 119 447 574 7 0

Khushab 3 2 0 0 22 106 152 8 0

Lahore 397 39 1 155 645 3939 5595 6 0

Layyah 9 0 0 19 107 172 337 3 0

Lodhran 21 4 5 2 81 213 368 7 0

Mandi
Bahauddin

9 0 0 0 46 223 355 5 0

Mianwali 2 1 0 7 25 118 160 4 0

Multan 70 12 1 12 169 656 764 4 0

Muzaffaraghar 89 0 3 0 260 342 690 8 0

Nankana sab 34 8 0 0 45 199 417 5 0

Narowal 38 6 0 0 57 201 447 5 0

Okara 38 1 1 17 161 563 1003 8 0

Pakpattan 14 1 0 5 107 224 384 2 0

Rahim Yar Khan 22 0 3 5 167 542 744 13 0

Rajanpur 52 1 1 0 69 221 462 11 0

Rawalpindi 49 4 0 46 94 935 1119 3 0

Sahiwal 27 0 2 19 83 308 447 1 0

Sarghoda 27 12 1 16 110 522 702 14 0

Sheikhupura 56 16 0 2 134 746 1157 4 0

Sialkot 40 6 0 2 91 417 516 4 0

Toba Tek Singh 51 2 0 0 86 226 350 0 0

Vehari 30 1 1 83 76 348 568 5 0

Total 1649 227 30 753 4329 16483 25751 197 0
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District Name
Child

Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Attock 22 0 0 10 17 17 65 0 0

Bahawalnagar 21 0 0 5 14 28 35 0 1

Bahawalpur 59 1 1 10 43 41 76 1 0

Bhakar 7 0 0 2 8 30 31 0 0

Chakwal 12 0 0 2 4 31 42 0 0

Chiniot 5 0 0 4 11 9 26 0 0

DG Khan 13 1 0 12 12 19 57 0 1

Faisalabad 39 8 1 58 105 136 401 7 3

Gujranwala 61 6 1 61 70 142 153 1 0

Gujrat 19 0 0 11 30 92 90 0 0

Hafizabad 23 0 0 10 38 40 35 1 0

Jhelum 9 0 0 9 14 21 24 0 0

Jhang 17 1 0 1 9 11 6 2 0

Kasur 74 2 0 1 64 89 114 2 1

Khanewal 45 0 0 0 30 30 2 2 0

Khushab 2 0 0 34 2 36 0 3 0

Lahore 279 13 2 58 147 203 508 3 9

Layyah 2 0 0 11 12 29 18 1 0

Lodhran 15 0 1 0 20 22 68 0 0

Mandi
Bahauddin 3 0 0 0 10 32 40 1 0

Mianwali 1 0 0 7 3 17 12 1 0

Multan 61 1 0 6 65 143 139 2 3

Muzaffarghar 66 1 2 0 48 76 107 2 2

Narowal 18 0 0 5 8 33 25 0 0

Nankana sab 24 0 0 0 15 90 75 0 0

Okara 29 1 0 9 23 31 33 0 0

Pakpattan 4 0 0 6 7 9 0 0 0

Rahim Yar
Khan 18 0 0 3 9 32 69 3 0

Ranjanpur 6 0 0 16 6 11 48 1 0

Rawalpindi 27 0 0 21 46 88 319 1 0

Sahiwal 16 0 0 10 23 54 42 0 0

Sarghoda 34 4 0 9 29 80 90 4 0

Sheikhupura 4 1 0 0 22 61 118 0 0

Sialkot 24 2 0 4 31 114 131 3 0

Toba Tek
Singh 27 1 0 18 6 17 52 0 0

Vehari 19 0 0 29 22 17 109 0 0

Total 1105 43 8 442 1023 1931 3160 41 20

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  m e d i a  t r a c k i n g
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S i n d h
T H I S  S E C T I O N  I N C L U D E S  A  D E T A I L E D  B R E A K D O W N  O F  M E D I A
R E P O R T I N G  A N D  O F F I C I A L  C A S E S  I N  A L L  D I S T R I C T S  O F  S I N D H

30
Domestic
Violence

19 Shaheed Benazirabad 

7 Hyderabad

4 Larkana
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Key 
Statistics

K A R A C H I :  1 6 0 3
H Y D E R A B A D :  3 5 6
L A R K A N A :  2 4 5

2 5 9 7  c a s e s  o f
k i d n a p p i n g  r e g i s t e r e d
a l l - r o u n d  t h e  y e a r
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A

K A R A C H I :  1 2 0
H Y D E R A B A D :  4 8
L A R K A N A :  2 6

2 3 4  c a s e s  o f  r a p e
r e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S

324 Karachi

37 Hyderabad

32 Shaheed
Benazirabad 

444 Child Abuse
Cases 

L A R K A N A :  6 9
S U K K U R :  2 0
S H A H E E D
B E N A Z I R A B A D
( F O R M A L L Y
N A W A B S H A H ) :  1 5

1 0 6  c a s e s  o f  h o n o u r
k i l l i n g  r e p o r t e d  a c r o s s  a l l
d i s t r i c t s
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S  
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District
Name

Child
Abuse

Child
Labour

Child
Marriage

Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Sexual
Abuse

Mirpur Khas 21 0 1 0 18 96 10 0 1 16

Larkana 20 0 1 4 26 245 4 69 0 


Hyderabad 37 0 0 7 48 356 57 0 33 11

Total
Karachi

324 10 7 0 120 1603 63 2 66 2

Sukkur 10 1 0 0 6 176 30 20 0 


Shaheed
Benazirabad

(formally
Nawabshah)

32 0 6 19 16 121 54 15 9 1

Total 444 11 15 30 234 2597 218 106 109 30

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  o f f i c i a l  d a t a
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District Name
Child

Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
harassment

Badin 2 0 1 6 4 22 1 0 0

Thatta 3 0 0 2 3 11 0 0 0

Mirpur Khas 5 0 0 8 1 29 6 0 4

Sanghar 4 0 0 8 0 17 2 0 0

Umerkot 2 0 0 1 0 17 0 0 0

Jacobabad 8 0 0 6 10 33 0 0 0

Sujawal 0 0 0 1 0 5 0 0 0

Kashmore 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 7 0

Khairpur 6 0 1 3 9 34 0 0 0

Larkana 7 0 0 4 15 14 1 1 0

Matiari 3 0 0 2 6 0 5 0 0

Shikarpur 3 0 0 4 11 34 0 3 0

Daddu 3 0 1 5 6 23 11 0 0

Hyderabad 9 0 0 8 10 48 26 0 4

Jamshoro 3 0 0 5 2 25 0 0 0

Tando
Allahyar

0 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 0

Tando
Muhammad

Khan
0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

Karachi
Central

57 0 0 12 30 84 13 0 1

Karachi East 0 0 0 2 17 38 7 0 0

Karachi South 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0

Karachi West 0 0 0 0 4 6 10 0 0

Korangi 7 0 0 11 13 36 8 0 0

City 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Malir 4 0 0 6 11 16 0 0 0

Ghotki 3 0 0 9 9 29 0 0 0

Kemari 2 0 0 0 6 2 0 2 0

Sukkur 13 0 0 9 15 44 11 2 0

Naushahro 
 Feroze

0 0 1 6 6 14 9 0 0

Shaheed
Benazirabad

(formally
Nawabshah)

5 0 0 1 0 5 21 1 0

Qamber
Shahdadkot

0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0

Tharparkar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 149 0 4 121 190 612 143 16 9

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  m e d i a  t r a c k i n g
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K h y b e r  P a k h t u n k h w a
T H I S  S E C T I O N  I N C L U D E S  A  D E T A I L E D  B R E A K D O W N  O F  M E D I A
R E P O R T I N G  A N D  O F F I C I A L  C A S E S  I N  A L L  D I S T R I C T S  O F  K H Y B E R
P A K H T U N K H W A

96
Domestic
Violence

32 Mardan

23 Peshawar

8 Mansehra

N O T E :
A S  O N L Y  S I X  M O N T H S  O F  D A T A  W A S  R E C E I V E D  F R O M  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ,  T H E  M E D I A
T R A C K I N G  C O M P A R I S O N  H A S  A L S O  B E E N  D O N E  W I T H  R E P O R T I N G  D U R I N G  T H A T  T I M E  P E R I O D .
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Key 
Statistics

H A N G U :  2
P E S H A W A R :  1
C H A R S A D D A :  1

8  c a s e s  o f  k i d n a p p i n g
r e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A

M A N S E R A :  2 1
S W A T :  9
H A R I P U R :  8

8 6  c a s e s  o f  r a p e
r e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S

45 Peshawar

23 Lakki Marwat

18

184 Child Abuse
Cases 

S W A T :  8
P E S H A W A R :  8
L O W E R  D I R :  7

5 0  c a s e s  o f  h o n o u r  k i l l i n g
r e p o r t e d  a c r o s s  a l l
d i s t r i c t s
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S  

Nowshera
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District
Name

Child Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Peshawar 45 0 0 23 3 1 158 8 0

Charsada 11 0 0 0 3 1 66 2 0

Nowshera 18 0 0 6 5 1 48 5 0

Mardan 17 0 0 32 6 1 99 1 0

Swabi 11 0 0 1 6 0 20 1 0

Kohat 7 0 0 0 2 0 66 2 0

Hangu 2 0 0 0 0 2 7 3 0

Karak 0 0 0 3 1 1 39 0 0

Abbottabad 2 0 0 2 0 0 70 0 0

Haripur 1 0 0 3 8 1 34 0 0

Mansera 10 0 0 8 21 0 80 0 0

Battagram 0 0 0 0 4 0 29 0 0

Kohistan L 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0

Kohistan U 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kohistan KP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Torghar 6 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Bannu 3 0 0 6 1 0 30 4 0

Lakki 23 0 0 0 1 0 45 0 0

DI Khan 0 0 0 2 7 0 96 1 0

Tank 12 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0

Swat 3 0 0 1 9 0 5 8 0

Shangla 3 0 0 1 3 0 21 0 0

Bunair 8 0 0 4 0 0 9 1 0

Dir Lower 2 0 0 2 2 0 15 7 0

Dir Uppper 0 0 0 2 1 0 8 5 0

Chitral
Lower

0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0

Chitral
Upper

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bannu 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mohammad 0 0 0 0 3 0 12 0 0

Khyber 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Dergai 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Kurram 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

N.
Waziristan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

S.
Waziristan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 184 0 0 96 86 8 981 50 0

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  o f f i c i a l  d a t a
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District Name Child Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Abbottabad 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bajaur District 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bannu 4 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0

Batagram 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0

Buner 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Charsada 22 0 0 0 0 0 59 3 0

DI Khan 19 0 0 6 0 2 72 0 0

Hangu 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Haripur 0 0 0 4 8 0 30 0 0

Karak 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Khyber 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kohat 7 0 0 0 0 0 24 0 0

Kolai-Palas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kurram 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lakki Marwat 4 0 0 0 0 0 56 0 0

Lower Chitral 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lower Dir 10 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0

Lower
Kohistan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mansehra 6 0 0 0 24 0 40 1 0

Mardan 21 0 0 0 4 0 57 0 0

Mohmand 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 0 0

North
Waziristan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Nowshera 20 0 0 36 6 2 46 0 0

Orakzai 0 0 0 0 0 0 69 7 0

Peshawar 60 0 0 30 4 2 80 0 0

Sawabi 9 0 0 0 2 0 6 0 0

Sawat 12 0 0 4 6 0 0 0 0

Shangla 0 0 0 4 0 0 8 0 0

South
Waziristan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tank 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tor Ghar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Upper Chitral 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0

Upper Dir 2 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0

Upper
Kohistan

0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0

Total 200 0 0 88 54 6 619 11 0

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  m e d i a  t r a c k i n g
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B A L O C H I S T A N
T H I S  S E C T I O N  I N C L U D E S  A  D E T A I L E D  B R E A K D O W N  O F  M E D I A
R E P O R T I N G  A N D  O F F I C I A L  C A S E S  I N  A L L  D I S T R I C T S  O F  B A L O C H I S T A N

72
Domestic
Violence

25 Naseerabad

17 Quetta

9 Lasbela

N O T E :
A S  O N L Y  S I X  M O N T H S  O F  D A T A  W A S  R E C E I V E D  F R O M  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ,  T H E  M E D I A
T R A C K I N G  C O M P A R I S O N  H A S  A L S O  B E E N  D O N E  W I T H  R E P O R T I N G  D U R I N G  T H A T  T I M E
P E R I O D .
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Key 
Statistics

Q U E T T A :  5 4
N A S E E R A B A D :  2 2
J A F F A R A B A D :  1 2

1 2 0  c a s e s  o f  k i d n a p p i n g
r e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A

Q U E T T A :  4
L A S B E L A :  3

7  c a s e s  o f  r a p e
r e g i s t e r e d  
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S

21 Quetta

3 Killa Saifullah

3

34 Child Abuse
Cases 

N A S E E R A B A D :  2 1
J A F F A R A B A D :  4
Q U E T T A :  3

2 8  c a s e s  o f  h o n o u r  k i l l i n g
r e p o r t e d  a c r o s s  a l l  d i s t r i c t s
H I G H - R I S K  A R E A S  

Kachi
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District Name
Child

Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Awaran 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Chagai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Chaman 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Duki 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Gawadar 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0

Jafarabad 1 0 0 4 0 12 12 4 0

Jhal Magsi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kachhi(Bolan) 3 0 0 2 0 4 0 0 0

Kalat 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kharan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Khuzdar 0 0 0 6 0 4 1 0 0

Killa Abdullah 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 0 0

Kurram 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kech 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Lasbela 1 0 0 9 3 7 1 0 0

Nushki 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Panjgur 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0

Shaheed
Sikandarabad

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sohbatpur 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

Washuk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mastung 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Musakhel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Barkhan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Dera bugtii 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0

Harnai 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Pishin 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Quetta 21 0 1 17 4 54 47 3 0

Killa Saifullah 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

Sherani 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sibi 0 0 0 
 0 0 0 0 0

Kohlu 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Loralai 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0

Lehri 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Nasirabad 2 0 0 25 0 22 0 21 0

Harnai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Zhob 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Ziarat 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Total 34 0 1 72 7 120 67 28 0

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  o f f i c i a l  d a t a
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District Name
Child

Abuse
Child

Labour
Child

Marriage
Domestic
Violence

Rape of
Women

Kidnapping
of Women

Violence
Against
Women

Honor
Killing of
Women

Workplace
Harassment

Awaran 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Chagai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Chaman 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Duki 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gawadar 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Jafarabad 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

Jhal Magsi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kachhi (Bolan) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kalat 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kharan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Khuzdar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Killa Abdullah 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Kurram 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kech 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lasbela 7 0 0 0 2 10 14 0 0

Nushki 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Panjgur 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

Shaheed
Sikandarabad

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sohbatpur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Washuk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mastung 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Musakhel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Barkhan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Dera bugtii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Harnai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pishin 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Quetta 19 0 0 15 1 34 28 2 0

Killa Saifullah 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sherani 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sibi 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

Kohlu 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Loralai 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Lehri 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Nasirabad 2 0 0 8 0 0 0 8 0

Harnai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Zhob 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ziarat 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Total 28 0 0 27 3 54 46 10 0

D i s t r i c t - w i s e  b r e a k d o w n :  m e d i a  t r a c k i n g
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I s l a m a b a d

As seen in other provinces,  the report ing done by the media pales in
comparison to the actual  number of  cases that  were off ic ial ly  registered
with the pol ice.  Looking at  Domestic Violence,  Rape of  Women and
Kidnapping of  Women,  the graph clear ly  demonstrates that  report ing is  not
even 50% of the cases that  took place,  showing a huge gap.  



T h e  R o l e  O F  M E D I A
 
In  today’s day and age,  no one can deny the role
and reach of  media.  This medium can make or
break the story and is  seen as the f i rst  source of
information one can count on with the crack of
the dawn. I t  can help in ident ify ing the gaps in
the present just ice system by creat ing a debate
around i t .  

The media’s role in report ing such cr imes is  a
force mult ipl ier  in  magnify ing the impact of  the
story that  deserves just ice and merit .  However ,
by drawing an analogy between the off ic ial
cases registered and the media coverage,  we
have observed a huge discrepancy.  The cases
reported against  some of the major  cr imes were
a mere fract ion of  those registered off ic ial ly .  
Here the number of  cases registered (off ic ial ly)
shows an inverse relat ionship with the space
and airt ime the case story deserves;  i t  should be
the other way round.  Sadly ,  off ic ial  stat ist ics
outnumbered the media report ings.  As the
number of  cases in off ic ial  records is
increasing,  the space in the media for  such
stor ies is  shr inking.  

A host of  reasons could be behind this ,  as
perhaps the news out lets do not have enough
manpower to fol low the stor ies inland.  Cases
happening within the urban sett ings have a
greater  chance of  reaching the report ing desk.
Report ing nowadays is  also backed by the
condit ion of  the prol i f icacy of  the vict im or  the
perpetrator.  The sad truth is  that  maybe many
news outlets have given in to commercial ism
and real  news could only make i t  to the smal l
corners of  the newspapers.  The giant
advert isements try  their  best  to remain on the
front covers and in the bold large fonts so that
they catch as many eyebal ls  as they can.
Therefore,  the voiceless and desolates are left
out  of  this rat  race of  overwhelming
commercial ism. 

A s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
c a s e s  i n  o f f i c i a l
r e c o r d s  i s
i n c r e a s i n g ,  t h e
s p a c e  i n  t h e
m e d i a  f o r  s u c h
s t o r i e s  i s
s h r i n k i n g .  

39
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T h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d
n o t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  c a s e s

40

A staggering 52,370 cases of
var ious cr iminal  nature were
reported in 2021.  But i t  is  bel ieved
that many cases go unreported
due to the archaic family  customs
where misplaced concept of
honour looms large.  They try  their
level  best  that  word does not go
out.  I t  a l l  begins within the four
wal ls of  the house.  Their  rat ionale
is further  backed by their
conservat ive immediate
surroundings,  their  local  mohal las
and neighbourhoods.  This pract ice
of si lence could be a response to
the tedious just ice system
prevai l ing in the country and the
loopholes present within the
system that  by default  help the 

perpetrator  to evade the punishment
they deserve.  

The shortcomings within the current
just ice system can easi ly  be exploited
by the cr iminals and on their
(cr iminal)  part  can be twisted to their
advantage.  Furthermore,  i t  g ives a
sense of  confidence to the
perpetrators and on ref lect ions
discourages the vict im. I t  a lso
weakens the confidence of  the vict im
in the system and therefore they
prefer  staying si lent.
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The cases of  v iolence against
women and chi ldren are rampant
these days.  The report  aims at
highl ight ing the pressing social
securi ty  of  women and chi ldren in
Pakistan so effect ive legislat ion can
be put in place so that  the wel l -
being of  al l  of  the cit izens could be
ensured.  The report  through
authentic information obtained from
off icial  records and careful  media
tracking revealed a very alarming
situat ion about the state of  human
rights v iolat ions of  women and
chi ldren in Pakistan.  The
discrepancy in report ing the cases
in media suggests that  media could
not report  most of  the cases/or
media do not have enough coverage
of cases under tr ia l  regarding
violence against  women and
chi ldren.   

In  the year 2021 the number of
cases of  different  cr imes against
women and chi ldren have gone up
but ostensibly  media 's reportage is
select ive.  

C o n c l u s i o n
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Although,  on part  of  the government ,
some robust laws to deter  the cases
of v iolence against  women and
chi ldren are in place.  The need of
the hour is  to make sure that  the
laws are str ict ly  implemented in a
t imely and transparent manner.

Free legal  aid is  also a way in
helping people to overcome their
social  chal lenges,  as a substant ial
chunk of  the women and chi ldren
belong to a low -  level  income
bracket.  

Nevertheless,  the report  stresses
the need of  al l  stakeholders
including pol i t ic ians,  law
enforcement agencies,  government
relevant departments,  judiciary ,
media and civ i l  society to come
forward,  undertake effect ive
mechanisms to ensure compliance
with the present-day laws and
develop a joint  act ion plan to spread
awareness,  implement laws to curb
violence against  women and
chi ldren in Pakistan.  
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