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27" Andhra Pradesh CPI State Conference

ALL PARTIES MusT UNITE TO
DETHRONE BJP FrRoM PoweR: CPI

CPI general secretary D Raja inaugurating the AP state conference

Ram Narsimha Rao

Communist Party of India general secretary D
Rajasaidthat the party’s main aim at present is to
bring down BJP government headed by Narendra
Modi, whichis conspiring to dismantle our Consti-
tution. Regional parties haveto decidewhetherthey
arewith the people orwith BJP. Bihar development
is a guideline to the entire nation. Jaganmohan
Reddy has to change his attitude towards BJP, oth-
erwisepeoplewillteach him an appropriatelesson. In
this background all left, secular and democratic
forces should get united in the forthcoming general
elections to bring down BJP from power.

CPI general secretary
was addressing a huge
public meeting on August
26, 2022 at Gurudas
Dasgupta Nagar at Vizag
organised on the occasion
of the 27" conference of

AndhraPradesh state unit
of CPI. The public meeting
was presided over by J V
Satyanarayana Murthy,
party state assistant secre-
tary.

D Raja further said that
intheregime of Modi, there
is a danger to our country
and the Constitution. Dr
Baba Saheb Ambedkar
had clearly said ina debate
inthelegislative body that
ours is not a theocratic
state, it is a secular demo-
cratic country. Ambedkar
had emphasised that he
would notallow this coun-
try to be converted into a
Hindu Rashtra.

The CPI was formed in
1925 and RSS was also
founded the same year but
made no contribution to-
wards freedom struggle.
Asamatterof factthey had
worked as puppets of Brit-
ish imperialism, whereas
CPI had made many sac-

rifices. Several commu-
nists had become martyrs,
several had gone to prisons
and many had led under-
ground lives. Inthose days
RSS had made serious ef-
fort to convert India into
Hindu Rashtra, but
Ambedkar had resisted
the move.

After independence
Jawaharlal Nehru as the
first Prime Minister along
with Ambedkar tried to
make India as a welfare
state. Bothworked hard for
the welfare of the people.
Jawaharlal had estab-
lished public sector
undertakingsinkey indus-
tries. BJP after coming to
power with Narendra
Modi as the prime minis-

ter is selling away all
profit-making PSUs to its
corporate friends at throw
away prices. D Raja also
expressed unhappiness
that BJP and RSS are cre-
ating communal tensions
and polarising people on
communal lines.

BJP is ruling the nation
with remote control of
RSS. In Modi’s regime at-
tacks are increasing on
Dalits, Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians and
Adivasis. Whoeveris ques-
tioning Modi government
is being branded as anti-
national, terrorist,
Naxalite, etc, and sent to
jails. Independent
organisationslike ED, CBI
and national intelligence
agency are being used to
terrorise those who are
questioning the govern-
ment. Modi governmentis
not even giving the states
their GST share. The Cen-
treis takingaway therights
of states. On behalf of CPI,
weare appealing to all left,
democratic, secular parties
tobe united in order to de-
featthe NDA led by Modi.

Raja also appealed to
civil society to come for-
ward to remove Modi
from power at the Centre.
He wanted even the re-
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Whenin 2016, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU) was targeted by the new
regime, the students and teachersrefused
to submit. Classes continued under the
open skies since authorities had locked
the class rooms. Teachers kept their
promise. Students debated the concepts
that were posed as challenges to them.
The undeterred steps showed that those
attending the classes had realised the
enormity of thecrisis. Infactentirecountry
wasinthe grip of it. Someone had pointed
outthatinindependent India, whenever
wehad faced the polarising attack on our
fabric, it had been only from those who
believed in the supremacy of the majority
over the minority. In fact, it had been
Hindutva, keen to establish its exclusiv-
ity, ideologically and politically, that
wanted to reconstruct India as a whole
with absolute state power.

Earlierithad happened at the time of
partition. Lacs of people lost their lives.
Families lost their dear ones. Women
were violated with unimaginable bru-
tality. A dividing line was stabbed and
the country was cutinto two. It was the
same in 1992, December 6, when Babri
Mosque was demolished. One of the most
sacred spaces for the minorities was vio-
lated. The ground where the mosque
stood, thereremained only amoist patch.

It has been said that what we are
dragged through now is the same as it
was in previous instances. But what we
areengaged inisnation building, where
there is no singularity. People are from
multiple streams thatreflect their litera-
ture, culture, way of living, all of which
together construct their world view,
whichhastoberespected. And yet there
is the mainstream of national liberation
struggle in the pre-independence days
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Nationalism of Hindutva Forces

and now in post, whennationalismhas kept
evolving, unity in multiplicity.

Itis that ‘revolutionary nationalism” as
itiscalled by Prof Mridula Mukherjee which
has brought the blessings of Constitution,
teaching us torespect those that are differ-
ent, and yet they are us only. We live for
the humanity, and if need be, we die for it.
Ournational liberation struggle, inits dirt
and blood, starvation and epidemics,
brings out the common masses, the people
that we all are, and makes visible their
multiplicity and the oneness. This is how
we are all created, with our humane tradi-
tions of secularism, our democratic
principles and the oneness, that brings fra-
ternity, liberty and equality. It is the
contribution of the days of post feudalism,
when casteisnobar, opportunities and re-
sources or gender cannotinhibitanyone for
not taking part. When Tilak brought the
Constitution of India Bill in 1895, and asked
for voting rights, the adult suffrage was
universal, for both men and women. The
Constitution that was formally adopted in
1950, had its genesis fifty years back. For
the ‘Father of modern India’, Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, civilliberties wereimperative,
and the battle still goes on.

In contrast toit, for those who are trying
to find the roots for the Hindu nationalism,
the cadres are fed on the poison of commu-
nalism. There are efforts toengravein them
that any other community is inferior that
is not Hindu. There is absolutely no toler-
ance for any other views and it was in this
spirit thatin those three weeks and several
time there after thatstudents and teachers
were brutally attacked, mostly in the pres-
ence of police that mostly kept quiet.

The teachers and students were as-
saulted while keeping ‘nationalism” as
theme on which instead of debate or lec-
tures, they preferred physical attack. But

onefact glared out from the entire murky
goings on. The Hindu nationalism be-
lieves in its singularity and hence the
issue is not minorities submitting, in-
stead it strives to take the command of
entire consciousness of the peoplein the
country. The RSSis different from fascism
in Italy and Nazism in Germany. Its na-
tionalismis based on reorganising whole
of the society as a means to produce new
kind of people, as Hindu. There would
not be any other community at par with
it, they all have to submit to Hindutva.
Hindus would be made to believe that
allthe‘others’ areracially inferior to them.
They are aliens, invaders. Their identi-
ties are to be merged within Hindu
culture and they must opt for conversion.
RSSbelievesinreinterpreting traditional
cultural features, preserving them and
alsoattributing new meaning to the sym-
bolsand practices, apparently inreaction
to the disorienting influence of the west-
ernculture.Itistohaveaspreadall over
the society in whichideology plays only
a subservient part. To substantiate his
reasoning, VD Savarkar introduced tra-
ditions often alien to Hinduism. He tried
toredefine Hindu identity to fight what
was essentially theimaginary threatand
introduced the conceptof ‘Vedic Golden
age’ to make his followers deflect from
anti-British agitations and enter into anti-
minority actions. Theimaginary ‘Golden
Age’ thathad noreal existence in history
was turned as the corner stone of ethnic
or communal Hindu nationalism. It was
turned into a reference point, an imag-
ined tradition, based on western
examples and presented as revival of a
lost tradition. It was plain and simple
revivalism, a necessary component of
fascism.

Core Sector Growth Slips to 4.5 per cent

The output of eight
core infrastructure sec-
torsslowed to4.5 per cent
in July as compared to
9.9 per cent recorded in
the same month last
year, as per the govern-
ment data released on
August 31, 2022. The
combined Index of Eight
Core Industries in-
creased by 4.5 per cent
(provisional) as com-
pared to theIndex of July
2021, according to data
released by the ministry
of commerce and indus-
try.
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The production of
coal, refinery products,
fertilizers, steel, electric-
ity and cement
industries increased in
July 2022 over the corre-
sponding period of last
year.

The index of core in-
dustries measures
combined and indi-
vidual performance of
production in selected
eight core industries
viz.,coal, crude oil, natu-
ral gas, refinery
products, fertilizers,

steel, cementand electric-
ity. The eight core
industries comprise
40.27 per cent of the
weightofitemsincluded
in the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP).

Coal  production
(weight: 10.33 per cent)
increased by 11.4 per
cent in July, 2022 over
July,2021. Its cumulative
index increased by 26.6
per cent during April to
July, 2022-23 over corre-
sponding period of the
previous year.

Petroleum Refinery
production (weight:
28.04 per cent) increased
by 6.2 per cent in July,
2022 over July, 2021. Its
cumulative index in-
creased by 11.7 per cent
during April to July,
2022-23 over the corre-
sponding period of
previous year.

Fertilisers production
(weight: 2.63 per cent)
increased by 6.2 per cent
in July, 2022 over July,
2021. Its cumulative in-
dexincreased by 11.3 per

cent during April to
July, 2022-23 over the
corresponding period of
previous year.

Steel production
(weight: 17.92 per cent)
increased by 5.7 per
cent in July, 2022 over
July, 2021. Its cumula-
tiveindexincreased by
6.5 per cent during
April to July, 2022-23
over the corresponding
period of previous year.
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Elections 2024 and Its Economic Challenges

In a functioning de-
mocracy, electing a
suitable governmentfor
the nexttenureisa privi-
lege of the voters. But it
is the civic duty of the
voting population to as-
sess the political and
economicsituationfrom
anational point of view
and exercise their right
toelectappropriate gov-
ernment.

This preface looks
very simple, though its
implementation is very
complex, fraught with
lack of information, of
political knowledge, re-
gion-religion-caste
biases; limited interestin
day-to-day politics etc.
To sway the mass opin-
ion towards itself is the
prerogative of every po-
litical party and not to get
swayed is the wisdom of
the voting masses.

Many times, the
masses getswayed at the
time of election and then
are left to repent for the
whole tenure of the gov-
ernment. But electoral
democracy offers a peri-
odical opportunity to
think and rethink about
their choice in the parlia-
mentary elections. Now,
the elections are in 2024
and thinking period is
also up to 2024. Among
the basic points to pon-
der over, economic
points occupy a life and
deathsignificance. Some
of them are discussed
here by way of action
points.

Let us underline that
wearenotdiscussing the
lingering ill effects of
Demonetization and the
continuing glitches of
GST from which the busi-
nesses and the
consumers continue to
suffer. Nor are we dis-
cussing inflation.

Unemployment
Young boys and girls
(especially with higher

education and more so
with higher technical
education) have dreams
of good jobs, enhance-
ment of knowledge
throughresearch etc. But
greater automation is
resulting in lower in-
crease in employment.
As per one calculation,
during the decade of
1980-90 a 1 p.c. increase
in GDP created roughly
2lakhjobs. This propor-
tion declined and for
2000-2010 it was barely
halfalakh. The pressure
of unemployed young
men in villages and
towns is such that al-
though the young boys
angrily responded to the
short term of employ-
ment in Agni-vira

scheme, they are throng-
ing by thousands for
recruitment. The reason
isnotasuddenliking for
theschemebuthopeless-
ness of sitting idle at
home. The same tenure
of maximum four years
hasbeenrecently recom-
mended by the
University Grants Com-
mission, in its 560"
meeting for the appoint-
ment of professional
Professors, even those
not with former qualifi-
cations but adjudged as
‘experts’. Inshort, tofight
out the structural, sys-
temic and technological
problem of unemploy-
ment, the governmentis
busy creating jobs with

Shreenivas
Khandewale

short-term contracts. The
basic question is: will it
empower the working
masses to have a good,
satisfactory life? Which-
ever is the government,
problem of unemploy-
ment demands aserious
systemic solution.

Restart of MSP
Agitation

Last year due to elec-
tions in U.P. the Central
governmenthad to with-
draw the three farmlaws
passed by the Parliament.
At that time the Prime
Minister appointed the
MSP Committee. Butthe
very objectives were a
dilution of MSP. The

objectives were: (1) to
promote zero budget
based farming (2) to
change cropping pattern,
and (3) to make MSP
more transparent. No-
wherein these objectives
is the mention of giving
legal status to MSP.
Thus, the Government,
rather than discussing the
main demand of the farm-
ers, appears to be
adopting diversionary
tactics.Inaway, the Gov-
ernment wants the
problem to continue.

Although not clearly
mentioned by many, the
MSP is a class conflict
problem between mer-
cantile system versus
farming community; and

theStateappearstohave
goneonthesideofindus-
try and trade. Going by
the profit consideration,
profits are as essential to
the farmers as to the
trade and industry. The
consuming  society
wantsall the three sectors
tofunctionwell. The chal-
lenge is for the
Government torespond
to the challenge in a
democratic and peaceful
manner. Election to the
Parliamentin 2024 is the
available time limit. But
the sustenance and
progress of the 55-60
percentrural population
is at stake, needs to be
noted.

Privatisation of
Public Sector

During the pre-Inde-
pendence period,
industrialization was
very little and confined
tourban area and to pri-
vate sector, and was
working within the lim-
its allowed by the
imperial government.
During the struggle for
Independence, the top
leaders were thinking
about the futureindustri-
alization of India. It was
aclearand logical choice
that in an exploited
economy, for removal of
mass poverty and for
generating employment
(1) native industrializa-
tion was necessary, (2)
the private sector had no
capital so that govern-
ment had to take a lead,
(3) Since private sector
works only for profit to
the shareholders, public
sector industry working
forabroader public wel-
fare was necessary, and
(4) if welfare of the ex-
ploited masses was tobe
increased in a time-
bound manner, public
sector must play a domi-
nantrole. Keepingall this
inview, the mixed indus-

trialization policy was
arrived at.

Butthe presentcentral
government, right from
2014 hasadopted apolicy
of rapidly privatizing the
publicsector enterprises,
preferably before 2024. If
completed, India will
have a distinction of go-
ing back to a purely
capitalistic economy.
There have been distinct
advantages of the work-
ing of the publicsectorin
India: steady and
planned improvement
in industrialization and
employment (especially
of women); higher wage
levels have been
achieved and main-
tained, and its
contribution toimprove-
ment of peoples” welfare
hasbeen significant. But
the present government
has turned a blind eye to
all these benefits and
decided to privatise the
public sector fast.

Taking theinteresting
case of privatization of
public sector banks, a
study by the Banking
Research Division of the
RBI, published in RBI
Bulletin in August 2022
under the title
‘Privatization of Public
Sector Banks : An Alter-
native Approach’should
be an eye-opener to the
government. The paper
has cautioned that “...a
big bang approach of
privatization of the pub-
lic sector banks may do
more harm than good”,
because the PSBs are so-
cially morerelevant, are
more cost-effective and
are more inclusive to so-
cial sectors.

The economic battle
lines are clear, with a
proviso that the voters
need to be more in-
formed and more
concerned about them-
selves.
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Bihar Govt Must Expose Corr

Communist Party of
India (CPI) national coun-
cil secretary Atul Kumar
Anjaan demanded that a
‘white paper’ on the “ill-
gotten” wealth of BJP
leaders in Bihar be
brought out to debunk the
notion that “only other
parties are corrupt’.

He asked the
Mahagathbandhan gov-
ernment in the state,
which the CPl is support-
ing from outside, to use
bulldozers againstleaders
of the BJP in the state. “Let
chief minister Nitish
Kumar and deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav instruct officials
concerned to identify and
raze structures belonging
to BJP leaders which are
found to be encroaching
upon publicland. Bulldoz-
ers should now be used
against the party,” he told

reporters in Patna on Au-
gust 27, 2022.

“If Nitish and Tejashwi
baulk, we will take it as a
lack of moral courage
(naitik saahas) on their
part,” said Anjaan.

The CPI leader said his
party wasstill open tojoin-
ing the cabinetin the state.
“But we have received no
offersofar. And we donot
want ministerial berths at
the cost of unity among
alliance partners,” he said.

Replying toaquery, the
CPI leader said the party
believes that Chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar will play
an’‘importantrole”inforg-
ing unity among
opposition parties in the
country.

He, however, evaded
pointed queries about
Nitish Kumar being‘prime
minister material” saying,
“we shall cross the bridge

‘-. = = =
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when we reach it. Let us
not try to name the child
even before it is born.”

Anjaan, however,
added that a weak Con-
gress had ‘emboldened’
the BJP and “its
Ashvamedha yajna has hit
a roadblock in Bihar, the
very land where Advani’s
Rath Yatra was stopped”.

LaluPrasad Yadav,RJD
chief and the then chief
minister of Bihar, had
stopped Advani’s Ram

upt BJP Leaders: CPI

Rath Yatra at Samastipur
in October 1990.

The CPlleader stressed
the need for combating
communalism which was
being manifested in “deni-
gration of the Prophet on
one hand and cries of “sar
tansejuda’ (beheading) on
the other”.

He also charged the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment at the Centre with
having wrecked the
economy and indulgingin
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‘window dressing’ in the
face of depleting foreign
exchangereservesand the
rupee in a state of free fall.

Asserting that CPI was
committed to protecting
the national interest even

vis-a-vis ~ communist
China, Anjaan blamed
Modi government for a
skewed balance of pay-
ments and challenged it to
bring a ‘white paper” on
territory allegedly en-
croached upon by the
neighbouring country.

ket the Dtthers Say...

Distress of the vulnerable

After contracting in 2020-21, the Indian economy rebounded
sharply in 2021-22, ending the year 1.5 per cent above its pre-
pandemic level. This year the RBI expects it to grow at 7.2 per
cent, making India one of the fastest growing economies in the
world during this period. But the recovery from the pandemic
lows has been anything but even. Beyond the headline num-
bers, there are indicators of the unabated pain stemming from
the pandemicand the continuing distress in parts of the economy.

One possible indication of the scale of the distress comes
from dataonhouseholds/ individuals who have worked under
MGNREGA. In 2019-20, the year prior to the pandemic, 7.88
crore individuals worked under the scheme. In 2020-21, the
firstyear of the pandemic, thisnumber roseto11.19 crore. While
in the subsequent year it dipped to 10.62 crore, the number of
individuals working under the scheme remained considerably
higher thanin the pre-pandemic period. Infact, so far this year,
6.29 croreindividuals have already worked under the scheme
as compared to 6.21 crore in the entire year of 2014-15. This
growingrelianceon MGNREGA likely indicates that other more
remunerative employment opportunities remain limited.
Another pointer to the economic distress at the lower end of
the income distribution scale comes from the National Crime
Records Bureau report — there has been a rise in suicides by
daily wage earners and in 2021, daily wage earners accounted
forafourth of suicides in the country. In2021-22 over 2.3 crore
life insurance policies were surrendered way ahead of their
maturity by policy holders — this was more than thrice the
number of policies surrendered the previous year. Other in-
dicators point to subdued household purchasing power. As
per data from SIAM, in 2021-22, sales of two-wheelers were
lower than their 2019-20 levels by almost a quarter. Similarly,
as per CRISIL, sales of cars priced below Rs 10 lakh grew by a
mere seven per cent in 2021-22, while those priced above Rs

10 lakh (the premium segment) grew by 38 per cent.

The bigger picture that emerges is one of pain at the lower
and middle levels of income distribution. As policymakers
navigate the tumultuous global macroeconomic environment,
they mustbe mindful of the highly unevennature of therecovery,
and take measures to address the distress of the most vulner-
able.

Courtesy; The Indian Express

Killer on the road

With 2021 logging the highest ever count of road fatalities -
1.56 lakh deaths - the awful prospect of these senselessly tragic
deathsrepeatingin greater numbersincoming yearsloomslarge.
The grimnumber suggests governmentsatalllevelsaren’tdoing
enough. Two-wheelers accounted for 44.5 per cent of deaths,
up from 35 per centin 2018, and pedestrian deaths have doubled
since then to 12 per cent of deaths. While the NCRBreportblames
over-speeding for 60% deaths and dangerous/careless driv-
ing for 26% deaths, the latest Union ministry of road transport
and highways (MoRTH) road accidents reportis more nuanced.

The Motor Vehicles Actamended in 2019 has made seat belts
and helmets compulsory. But enforcement is lax. Equally im-
portantly, a 2020 IIT Delhi study on road safety has suggested
more focus onstreetand highway designand enforcementrather
than the current overwhelming focus on motor vehicle safety.

Predictable and uniform design of medians, intersections,
lanes, shoulders and pedestrian paths are absent in most ur-
ban centres. Most highways still lack enough safe crossing
facilities for motorists and pedestrians while illegal openings
in medians are a constant nightmare. Techniques like rumble
stripsaren’temployed adequately. There are a few governance
innovations. In February, Tamil Nadu claimed a 70% drop in
fatalities - although road accidents didn’t go down - in Janu-
ary against the same period in 2019 following a scheme offering
Rs 1 lakh accident cover to ensure private and public medical
care within the golden hour. And let’s recognise that careful
driving and courteousness to other road users aren’tan Indian
habit in general. We can start with us.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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The war between Rus-
sia and Ukraine with an
overtinvolvement of the
NATO has killed thou-
sands, pushed millions
to refugee status and
caused immense de-
struction of resources.
Much in danger are the
nuclear power plants in
Ukraine which if dam-
aged by intentional
attack, accident, technol-
ogy failure or
cybercrime, would be-
come potential nuclear
bomb. The Plant at
Zaporhizhzhia which
hasbeen occupied by the
Russian forces can be a
flash point. Ukraine has
a history of dreadful
Chernobyl nuclear acci-
dent.

More over the danger
of ause of nuclear weap-
ons in case the war
continues is real as both
NATO and Russia have
threatened each other
with the use of these
weapons if the situation
arises. They havetill date
not explicitly declared
that in any case nuclear
weapons would not be
used. The collateral
damage in such a situa-
tion will be catastrophic.
An evidence based new
scientificstudy “Nuclear
Famine-Evena“limited”
nuclear war would cause
abrupt climate disrup-
tion and  global
Starvation” highlights
the gravity of humanitar-
ian consequencesin case
of use of nuclear weap-
ons even at a smaller
scale.

Thisreportreleased on
August15,2022 and pub-
lished in Peer Reviewed
Journal ‘Nature Food’
summarizes the latest
scientific work by Lili Xia
and Alan Robock of
Rutgers University to-
gether with colleagues
around the globe. It
shows just how danger-
ous even a “limited”
nuclear warinone partof
the world would be. The

Even Limited Nuke War to Lead Unprecedented Climate Crisis

Call for Global Movement Against Nuke Weapons

report says that ‘a so-
called “limited” or
“regional” nuclear war
would be neither limited
nor regional. On the con-
trary, it would be a
planetary-scaleevent.In
fact, itwould be far more
dangerous than we un-
derstood even a few
years ago. A war that
detonated less than 1/
20th of the world’s
nuclear weapons would
still crash the climate, the
global food supply
chains, and likely public
order. Famines and un-
restwould kill hundreds
of millions, perhapseven
billions’.

Dr Arun Mitra

photo-aging (skin dam-
age that includes
wrinkles, loss of skin
tone, and pigmentation
spots). Perhaps more
importantly, increased
UVradiation would also
hinder crop growth.

All this would lead to
crop failure leading to
extreme starvation
worldwide. As a result
unprecedented global
famine would follow.
Total available food calo-
ries would decline
precipitously for thenext

When a
weapon detonates, it
briefly creates tempera-
tures four times hotter
than at the centre of the
Sun. Such detonation
would start firestorms,
injecting large amounts
of soot into the upper
atmosphere, which
would spread globally
and rapidly cool the
planet. An abrupt cool-
ing event of 1.3°C that
would follow after sun
rays to the earth are
blocked due to soot and
smokeintheatmosphere
would beamassive plan-
etary shock. It is
important to know that
latest ice age peaked
about 20,000 years ago,
when global tempera-
tures were likely about
10°F (5°C) colder than
today.

Added to this, dam-
age to the Ozone layer
would increase levels of
UVradiation. Thiswould
cause more sunburns,
cancers, cataracts, immu-
nosuppression, and

nuclear

seven to eight years af-
fecting 1,911 kcals/ day,
whichisastarvation cut-
off. During the Great
Bengal Famine in 1943,
available food decreased
only five percent - but
panic-buying ensued,
food prices soared and
three million people
starved to death. That
resulted from a drop in
available food of five
percent. One can only
imagine how unevenly
life-sustaining food
would be distributed in
aworld where available
food had dropped 23
percent, 33 percent, 41
percent or 48 percent.

The Rutgers-led inter-
national team that
modelled expected star-
vation deaths after a
regional India-Pakistan
nuclear war, who are
supposed to have 160
nuclear weapons each,
has also calculated, for
the first time, the deaths
that would result from
the even worse mass
famine that would follow

a full-scale nuclear con-
flict between Russia and
the United States. They
estimate that 5 billion
people out of 6.7 billion
worldwide would be
dead within two years.

Assuming the weap-
ons and targets are of
similar size, the conse-
quences would be
similar in the event of a
nuclear exchange in any
part of the world. It has
been calculated thatif 100
nuclear weapons of 15
kilotons each are deto-
nated, would push 5 Tg
of soot into the atmo-
sphere. This would lead
to 27 million direct fatali-
ties and 260 million
deaths as a result of
nuclear famine at the
end of two years. But in
case of nuclear exchange
between major powers
500 nuclear weapons of
100 kilotons each if deto-
nated would push47 Tg
of soot into the atmo-
spherewould lead to164
million direct fatalities
and 2.5 billion deaths
after theend of two years
asaresultofnuclear fam-
ine.

(Theresearchersused
a 2010 population
dataset that assumed a
total world population of
6.7 billion people. Total
world population esti-
mates today are higher at
about eight billion
people). The calculated
death tolls of up to 2.6
billion people indicate
that a nuclear war be-
tweenIndiaand Pakistan
couldkillup toevery 3rd
human.)

There is thus need to
build a strong narrative
globally for the complete
abolition of nuclear
weapons. The Interna-
tional Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear
War (IPPNW) has been
vociferously raising the
issue of humanitarian
consequences of nuclear
war. This was the main-
stay for the adoption of

5

Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) passed by the
UN General Assembly
on 7th July 2017. The In-
ternational Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weap-
ons (ICAN) was
awarded Nobel Peace
Prize for this. The treaty
delegitimizes and de-
clares illegal the
production possession,
trade or use of the
nuclear weapons in any
form. This is the only
multi-lateral treaty for
nuclear weapons’ aboli-
tion. Itis an opportunity
for the global commu-
nity particularly the
nuclear weapons pos-
sessing countries to join
thetreaty and prove their
intent for nuclear weap-
ons free world.

It is unfortunate that
after four weeks of meet-
ings, the 10th Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
Review Conference has
failed. Nuclear weapons
possessing countries
lacked seriousness on the
implementation of Ar-
ticle VI according to
which‘Each of the Parties
tothe Treaty undertakes
topursuenegotiationsin
good faith on effective
measures relating to ces-
sation of thenuclear arms
race at an early date and
tonuclear disarmament,
and onatreaty on general
and complete disarma-
ment under strict and
effective international
control’. The five major
nuclear powers, the P5
failed to answer what
they have done till date
inthelast52 years to full
fill their obligations on
article VL.

If the world does not
learn lesson now we
would enter into a point
of no return. Nuclear
weapons if present on
earth will always pose
the danger of being used
resulting into cata-
strophic collateral
damage for which medi-
calsciencehasnoremedy
to offer.
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Freebies to Poor Must Not Be Rejected

Currently a debate is
taking place in the coun-
try on “freebies” givento
poor. The controversy
was first initiated by PM
Narendra Modi himself
who warned the youth
against being influenced
by a“revdiculture”. Soon
Upadhyaya, a BJP leader
and alawyer, known for
his communal hate
speeches, moved a peti-
tioninthe Supreme Court
toprevent’freebies’ from
being given. Supreme
Court immediately took
up this petition and ap-
pointed a three-member
committee to examine the
issueinconsultation with
various political parties.
This in spite of dozens of
piled up pending cases
such as controversial citi-
zenship bill or draconian
labor code petitions. In-
terestingly the “freebies”
listed in the petition in-
clude various subsidies
given to poor and farm-
ers such as cheap ration
distributed (PDS) under
food security act, rural
employment scheme,
MNREGA, electricity,
support prices for crops,
malnutrition combating
for young children and
othersschemes. Ironically
this list does not include
various tax concessions,
waiver of bank loans
worth of lakhs of crore
rupees being gifted to
corporate houses by the
same government.

Prime minister
Narendra Modi is an ex-
pert in flagging new
controversies and turn-
ing them in to a major
debate, thus masking his
government’s failures in
economy, huge pricerise,
unemployment, foreign
policy, damage to de-
mocracy and secular
fabric of the nation.

In fact it’s wrong to
term various welfare
schemes listed above as
“ freebies” while not talk-
ingaboutactual Freebies
of different tax conces-
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sions, freeland, water, tax
incentives and waiver of
bank loans of multi lakh
crores of rupees regu-
larly showering on big
corporates.

Attack on Rights

India though became
the sixthlargest country
with nearly three trillion
sized economy and sixty
billionaires, yet it re-
mains a very poor
country. Notjustin Asia
but lags behind among
other South Asianneigh-
bors in human
developmentindex. De-
spite our gloated world
power status, the coun-
try ranks 101 of 116
nations for hungerindex.
Suffering of people also
increased in last three
decades of implementa-
tion of mneoliberal
economic policies, espe-
cially during last seven
and half years.

Public discontentand
deterioratingliving con-
ditions of toiling people
intownsand villagesand
themilitantstrugglesled
by CPland other left par-
ties led to provision of
cheap ration (under
Food security act), imple-
mentation of rural
employment scheme
thatis MNREGA, subsi-
dized electricity and
certain level of support
prices to crops and other
schemes. These de-
mands  must  be
unleashed as a struggle
for rights. These mea-
sures are giving certain
level of relief to poor that
are suffering from high
food prices and escalat-
ingrural unemployment
and farm distress.

Some relief was pro-
vided to poor during
COVID pandemic by
provision of life saving
food grains and work
under MNREGA for
millions of urban work-
ersemigrated to villages.
In fact these measures,
though negligible, pro-
vided relief from

Dr Soma Marla

unimaginable miseries
of people. These and
some other subsidies are
not Rewadis or freebies
gifted by prime minister
but a result of hard
earned streetbattleswon
forenactmentof thelaws.

Who Pays

Infactthetoilers of this
country in spite of low
wages and shrinking
employment and social
security, worked hard to
produce wealth in turn-
ing the country the sixth
largest economy in the
world. Inreturn present
government vehemently
refuses the very right to
live by resorting to scrap
the minimum subsi-

dized relief now
available.
Itshould be noted that

a bulk of the
government’s revenue
earningsthatisupto two
thirds comes through
indirect taxes of GST,
Central excise on petrol,
oil and income taxes.
The poor and middle
classes in the country
pay taxes when they go
to market or avail ser-
vices. Here a poor man
and billionaire Adani
pay the same tax while
purchasing goods.

While acommon man
payshigh GST and excise
taxes on food items on
diesel and petrol the tax
on diamonds range be-
tween 0.5 to 3.0 percent.
The Corporate tax was
lowered to 20 from 30
percent for big compa-
nies during COVID
times. Late FM Arun
Jaitley in2017 even abol-
ished wealth and
inheritance taxes to rich
corporate houses. Low-
ering of corporate tax
only brought a loss of
1.53 lakh crore rupees
during FY 2021-22
alone.Besides various
companies and Western

MNCs are provided free
land, water, electricity
and tax holidays for cer-
tain period to establish
factories. In COVID
days, a period when de-
mand was low for
automobiles, two wheel-
ers, even for biscuits, the
corporates were en-
dowed with bailouts of
2.56lakhcrores of rupees
by finance minister
Nirmala Seetharaman.
Apart from this, during
the last seven years the
government waived a
huge sum of nearly 10
lakh crore borrowed by
big corporates mostly
from public sector banks.
Any way rich in our
country get away with-
out paying inheritance
and wealth taxes at all.
All these concessions are
responsible for loss of
revenues to Union bud-
get resulting in a fiscal
deficitashighas 6.7 per-
cent during the current
financial year.

While all various tax
concessions gifted to
corporate houses
(amounting tonearly 5.0
L cr rupees) and 10 L cr
worth of waived loans,
the expenditure on pro-
vision of cheap ration
and free food under PM
Garib Anna Yojana and
MNREGA  together
amounts to only 2.69 L
Crore rupees. Hence
provision of freebies or
subsidized food rations,
electricity tofarmers and
under Ujwala to poor is
very much justified as
they pay taxesand fill the
coffers for government
budgets. They are not “
Rewadis” or “gifts”
given by governments.

Class Nature of

“Rewadis”

Successive govern-
ments are faithfully
obeying the imperialist
financial dictates (from
WTO, IMF) and imple-
menting neoliberal
economic policies in the
country for the past 35

years. Budget priorities
havebeen to benefitrich
corporates and Western
MNCs. Central govern-
ment never hesitates to
spend thousands of crore
of rupees on building
new airports and bullet
trains and on corporate
loan waivers to benefit
superrich. Butironically
hesitates spending a few
hundred crores onmuch
needed subsidies and
grudgingly treat the later
as Rewadis. Pro rich
wrongful priorities have
led the country during
COVID epidemic in to
serious health, food cri-
sis. Lack of proper health
infrastructure (availabil-
ity of hospital beds,
medicines, oxygen sup-
ply) caused loss of lakhs
innocent lives. In our
budget allocations for
health, education per
head are so small that
India stands only next to
ahalf dozenSubSaharan
African nations. In all
developed and middle
sized countries provi-
sion of universal health
(including free vaccines)
and education facilities
to citizens is the prime
responsibility of their
governments.

BJP has won the UP
assembly election mostly
by distribution of free
ration to the tune of 376
Metric tonnes under PM
GribKalyan Anna Yojana
to millions of poor and
succeded in winning the
election. This fact itself
demonstrates extent of
hunger prevailing in our
villages. After PM Modi
made use of them now
he questions the useful-
ness of welfare schemes
or Rewadis.

Discussion on viabil-
ity of Subsidies or
Freebiesisnothingbuta
ploy to reject peoples
rights struggles for re-
spectful living for
citizens. Even with
shrinking tax revenue

On Page12
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Massive Corruption in Karnataka Schools

Corruptionisrampant
in Karnataka in the field
of Education. The Union
governmentisinterested
inimplementing thenew

National Education
Policy (NEP). NEP is
nothing but

communalisation and
commercialisation of
educationdeprivingand
marginalising the poor
people from attaining
education. Narendra
Modi’s education minis-
ter in Karnataka is
directly involved in cor-
ruption in the schools of
the state. Here is an in-
stance below.

The association of un-
aided privateschoolshas
released an audio clip,
which they allege is that
of an education depart-
ment officer asking for a
bribe from a school offi-
cial.

The Karnataka unit of
the Registered Unaided
Private Schools Manage-
ment Association
(RUPSA) hasalleged cor-
ruptionin the education
department. After road
contractors, it was
RUPSA’s turn, and the
organisation wrotealet-
ter to Prime Minister
NarendraModiasking for
intervention and de-
manding action
against BC Nagesh, Pri-
mary and Higher
Education Minister of
Karnataka.

Speaking to TNM,
Lokesh Talikatte, Presi-
dent of Karnataka
RUPSA alleged that offi-
cials at the education
department demand
bribes of up to30to40 per
cent for various approv-
als. According to the
allegation, twenty per-
cent of the Right to
Education (RTE) reim-
bursement feeis taken by
the Deputy Director of
PublicInstruction. As per
Section 12 (2) of the RTE
Act, the government is
obligated to reimburse
all private wunaided
schools for allocating 25

per cent of their entry-
level seats to students
from economically dis-
advantaged groups
(EWS/DG). As per the
Act, schools that provide
free education to the stu-
dents are eligible to be
reimbursed the expendi-
ture incurred per child,
or the actual amount
charged from the child,
whichever is lesser.

Twenty percent of the
fee we have to get from
the governmentis taken
by the Block Education
Office (BEO) allegation
was added. Alleging
that the corruption has
increased owing to the
majority of tasks being
online, “They have seta
price for each
authorisation or ap-

‘V.‘,‘.’

proval,” he said. In a
phone call recording
shared by RUPSA,aBEO
officialisheard asking for
a bribe from a school of-
ficial. The conversation
starts with the voice that
purportedly belongs to
the school official asking
about the updates onre-
newals. To this, the
alleged BEO official says,
“You were supposed to
meet me.” The school
official says that he will
send ‘15" in the hands of
the school headmaster.
Though they don’t men-
tion the denomination
properly, the conversa-
tion further goes on with
the BEO official demand-
ing ‘25", After a few
negotiations, the BEO
official agrees to being
paid 20"

The officials in the
department take bribes
primarily for two rea-

sons, for releasing the
RTE amount and for re-
newal of recognition. It
has become infeasible to
run schools as the bribes
are more than what the
schools earn. The offi-
cials say they pay the
ministry in lakhs to se-
cure a transfer and they
make thatmoney back by
asking bribes from the
school owners.

In a letter to PM
Narendra Modi, RUPSA
demanded actionagainst
BC Nagesh as the situa-
tionis detrimental to the
expansion of the state’s
educational system. A
few leaders, under your
leadership, have failed to
understand the spirit of
your functioning. They
behave like an un-

crowned king. The edu-
cation minister for
Primary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education of
Karnataka is one such,
the letter reads.

The letter further
states, “You are aware of
the effects of COVID-19
on education. Students
have suffered due to a
lack of education con-
tinuously for two years.
Toadd to this, child mar-
riage, child labour etc.
creeped inagain. Instead
of giving attention to
such challenging issues,
our education ministeris
involved in the contro-
versial issue of textbook
revision”.

Adding that the gov-
ernment is unable to
supply textbooks to
schools, “Itwas uncalled
for. The result is even
after two months of
schools reopening, the

government is not in a
position to supply text-
books,” itadded. Calling
BC Nagesh, a “National
Education Policy (NEP)
scarecrow”, the letter
stated, the state govern-
ment has not allocated
any funds for NEP
implementation. The re-
sponsible Education
Minister has simply in-
dulged inloose talks for
two years and has be-
comealaughingstockin
the society. Lastly, the
letter stated that RUPSA
was ready to provide
proof and evidence in
respectof theabovealle-
gations.

Teachers raise objec-
tions to Savarkar’s
glorification in
Karnataka textbook

Anextractsaying that
the Hindutvaideologue
flew on a bird is a figure
of speech, clarifies state’s
textbook revision panel.

Several teachers and
the state opposition po-
litical parties including
Left parties have ob-
jected to the alleged
glorification of Hindutva
ideologue  Vinayak
Savarkar in a Class 8
Kannada textbook.

The paragraph thatis
being scrutinised is
taken from KT Gatti’s
travelogue, Kalavannu
Geddavaru, inwhich the

author visits
the Andaman cellular
jail and describes

Savarkar’slifein prison.

The paragraph says,
“There was not even a
keyholein the cell where
Savarkar was incarcer-
ated. But, bulbul birds
used to visit the room
and Savarkar used to sit
on their wingsand fly out
and visit the motherland
everyday.” Itreplacesan
earlier lesson
called Blood Group by
Vijayamala Ranganath.

The now-
dissolved Karnataka
Textbook Revision Com-
mittee said that the

paragraph was a meta-
phor. However, some
teachers have claimed
that the paragraph is
written in the literal
sense, making it difficult
to explain in class.

“If the writer has
praised Savarkar meta-
phorically, there is no
objection,” ateachersaid.
“Butthelines are written
as if it is a literal fact. It
isvery difficult toexplain
this to the students. In
case the students ask
questions and seek proof
about this, how dowedo
it?” But theline does not
sound like a metaphor.

The Karnataka Text-
book Revision
Committee also said it
had received oral
complaints regarding
the paragraphs. Rohith
Chakratirtha, the chair-
person of the Karnataka
Textbook Revision Com-
mittee, said that the
intellect of a few people
hassunk solow that they
cannot understand the
meaning of a figure of
speech.

“ Any connoisseur will
know thatin the sentence
Savarkarused togotothe
motherland sitting on the
wingsofabird, itdoesnot
mean thatSavarkar used
tositonthewingsofabird
himself,” he said. “But,
our so-called intellectu-
alshavefound aproblem
in this sentence, it means
that there is something
wrong with their intellec-
tuality.”

Karnataka’s Educa-
tion Minister BC Nagesh
said thatwhat the writer
has described in thatles-
son is accurate.
“Savarkarisa greatfree-
dom fighter,” Nagesh
had told. “Nomatterhow
glorified he is, it is not
adequate for his sacri-
fice.”
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Ramanand Agrawal
was born on May 3,1919
invillage Balwari, tehsil
Rewari, Gurgaon dis-
trict. His father’s name
was Surajbhan and
mother’s Kaushalya
Devi. His father died
about three months be-
fore his birth, and so his
mother brought him up
in her parental village
Bawal, where he spent
his childhood.

After primary educa-
tion in Bawal, he was
sent to Rewari for further
education. After com-
pleting high school in
1936, he shifted to Delhi
for college education
and got admitted in
Hindu College. He
graduated from college
in flying colours in first
divisionin 1940 and was
ranked second overall.
Heattended a conference
of Students” Federation
in Delhi in 1936.

In politics

Delhiwas the political
centre of freedom move-
ment those days.
Congress was elected in
nine provinces out of 11
in the 1937 elections.
Ramanand came in con-
tact with Congress
activists, and began to
participatein the student
movement. He took an
active part in the relief
work for the victims of
floodsinSabiriver when
only 15.

After completing his
BA, he shifted to Lahore
inthe Punjab University.
He passed his LLB in
1943 from there in First
Class and got a Gold
Medal. He created a
record, scoring the high-
est marks. He also got a
Diploma in Journalism
from Lahore. He got in-
volved insocio-political
activities while in
Lahore. He founded a
Humanist Society in
Lahore along with his
friends. Itworked for the
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Ramanand Agrawal: Builder of

improvement of educa-
tion and social status of
Harijansand other down-
trodden.

He did active relief
work for the victims of the
Great Bengal Famine of
1943. He camein contact
with the Communists
during this period and
was deeply influenced
by them. He also took
part in the movements
demandingrelease of the
prisoners of the 1942
movement.

After completing his
studies he returned
home. The family mem-
bers wanted him to
undertakelegal practice,
but he got an offer for
manager’s post in Birla
Textile Mills in Gwalior
at13 000 rupees per year.
He worked for there for
a while then left it and
started legal practice in
Gurgaon, butafter some-
timelostinterest. Hewas
getting attracted to and
gotinvolved in the politi-
cal struggles.

Struggles in
princely states
Congress decided to

launch struggles for re-
sponsible governments
in the princely states.
Ramanand took part in
these movements. He
becameactiveinthe Praja
Mandal, which was the
organtofightagainstthe
feudal princely states. He
helped organize a com-
mittee in Gurgaon to
fight for responsible
governmentsand merger
with India in the princely
states of Bangarand Rath.
Healsobegan towork for

the merger of Patiala,
Nabha, Pataudi, Faridkot
and other states with In-
dia. Heled a procession
against the Nawab of
Pataudi in 1945, along
with Dr Shanti Swaroop
Data. They went to the
Palace to present a
memorandum. Police
threatened to fire upon
the demonstrators.
Ramanand challenged
them to fire, upon which
the police beat a hasty
retreat. Healso took part
inFaridkotsatyagrahain
1946.

He got married with

Kanti Agrawal of Rewari
in 1946.

The elder brother of
Ramanand shifted to
Alwar in 1941 for busi-
ness. Alwar was an
important trade as well
as political centre.
Ramanand shifted to
Alwar tohelp his brother
and worked in his oil
millasbrother’s partner.

The provisional gov-
ernment of India was
established in September
1946 with Jawaharlal
Nehru as the Prime Min-
ister. India’s
independence was ap-
proaching. Yet, theruler
of the princely state of
Alwarwasnot prepared
to accept independence
of India, and wanted to
perpetuate his feudal
rule. He offered some
sops to the Prajamandal
led by Hiralal Shastri,
whorefused to fall forit.

Ramanand began to
take part actively in the
work of the Prajamandal
demanding responsible
government. He con-
tacted weavers,
downtrodden, Harijans,
leather workers, etc and
visited their mohallas.
He established night
schools for them. He
founded Kisan
Panchayats. Along with
Narayan Dutt he estab-
lished Sarvodaya Press.
He also established a
cooperative to arrange
for cheap yarn for the
weavers.

India’s freedom
and Alwar

India became free on
August 15, 1947. Praja
Mandal of Alwar ex-
horted the citizens to
celebrate it by lighting
their homes, as on
Diwali. Itwasalsoa pro-
test against the attitude
of the princely rulers,
who did not recognize
India’s freedom and re-
fused to celebrate it.

Ramanand and his asso-
ciates went door to door
and shop to shop to dis-
tribute the earthen
lamps. The Maharaja
made a feeble announce-
ment that a responsible
government would be
established within two
years, but nobody be-
lieved them.

Ramanand founded
Prajamandal Seva Dal
consisting of youths in
October 1947. He orga-
nized a camp for the
training of youthsinclud-
ing arms training but
was not allowed.

Gandhiji’s
assassination

Gandhiji was assassi-
nated on January 30,
1948. Theinvolvement of
Hindu Mahasabha and
RSSintheeventsleading
up to his murderis well-
known, but the rulers of
Alwar were also sus-
pected of being involved
inthe conspiracy. People
got very angry and pro-
cessions were taken out
against the rulers.
Ramanand took active
partinthem. Under pres-
sure, the Alwar rulerwas
called to Delhi. Govern-
ment of India asked the
ruler to sign surrender
and merger papers. He
refused. Consequently,
he was arrested and in-
terned. Central armies
were sent to Alwar. KB
Lal was appointed the
administrator on behalf
of the central govern-
ment.

‘Matsya Sangh’

In March 1948, a
‘MatsyaSangh’ was con-
stituted, consisting of the
feudal princely states of
Alwar, Bharatpur,
Dhaulpur and Karauli,
with Alwar as the capital.
Babu Shobharam of the
Praja Mandal was ap-
pointed prime minister.
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Communist Movement in Princely States

He was the editor of
Swatantra Bharat.

A conference of Praja
Mandal and Congress of
these states was held in
November1948in Alwar,
and Matsya Congress
was formed, with
Ramanand Agrawal as
one of its general secre-
taries. The first session of
Congress after indepen-
dencewasheldin Jaipur.
Congress Seva Dal was
given the responsibility
of organizingit. A three-
member committee was
formed for this purpose.
Ramanand was one
among them.

Ramanand did not
joinany official post. He
even carried on mass
struggles for people’s
demands against his
own government. His

struggles were success-
ful.

After the partition, a
largenumber of refugees
arrived from Punjab,
Sindh, Bahawalpur,
Frontier Province etcinto
Alwar and Bharatpur.
Ramanand along with
Lala Kashiram Gupta
worked for their rehabili-
tation.

Matsya Sangh was
merged with Rajasthanin
May 1949. Ramanand
launched struggles for
distribution of land
among the peasants,
against their alienation
and for pattas. Conse-
quently, the peasants
stood firmly with him
and laterjoined the Com-
munist Party.

He took part in the
struggle against fees in-
crease of the students in
1950. The same year he
participated in the Nasik
session of the Congress.
Purushottam Das
Tandonwaselected Con-
gress president against
the wishes of Nehru.

Ramanand supported
Nehru. The internal dif-
ferences becamesharper.

In Communist
Party

Communist Party was
established in Alwar in
May 1951. Kripa Dayal
Mathur and Phool Chand
Gotharia of Congress
joined the CPI in 1952,
just before the first gen-
eral elections. Ramanand
was of the opinion thatit
was not correct to leave
Congress before elec-
tionsin view of activities
of the deep-rooted feudal
forces.

ber1954. Ramanand was
selected in-charge of the
reception committee. He
wasincluded in the state
party leadership. The
same year he was elected
secretary of Alwar CPIL.

In1953, electionstothe
city corporation of Alwar
were held. Ramanand
Agrawalinitiated forma-
tion of “Azad Morcha’,
which won 15 out of 24
seats. Congress lost
heavily, including the
former chairman of the
Corporation.

Ramanand sat on a
dharna and satyagraha

Biographies of
Communist

Leaders-72

m—— Anil Rajimwale

Ramanand Agrawal
resigned from Congress
and joined the CPI just
after the elections, in
March1952. His services
to the Congress were
highly appreciated. He
launched big mass
struggles on corruption,
on coarse grains for the
people, refugees from
Pakistan etc. He formed
an Anti-Corruption
Front.

Ramanand led a pro-
test demonstration of the
refugee kisans for allot-
ment of land. It was
severely lathi-charged in
which Ramanand was
grievously injured. He
was arrested along with
Harumal Tolani,
Narayan Dutt, Bakshi
Wazirchand, etc. They
wereill-treated in thejail.

The second confer-
ence of Rajasthan
Communist Party was
heldin Alwar in Septem-

for proper compensa-
tionto peasantsafter their
lands were taken over
for a water supply
project. After chief min-
ister Sukhadia’s
assurance, Ramanand
broke his fast after 13
days.

Contesting

elections

Ramanand Agrawal
fought state Assembly
elections from Alwar seat
for the first time in 1957.
CPI contested four As-
sembly seats in the
districtand got16.6 per-
cent votes. Ramanand
polled 40.9 percent votes
and lost to Congress by
just1500 votes. Harumal
TolanilostinRamgarhby
just 1440 votes. CPI be-
came the main
oppositionin Alwar dis-
trict.

Ramanand-led Citi-
zens” Front won the
elections to the corpora-

tion, with 19 seats.

He won the 1962 As-
sembly elections by a
margin of 4000 votes. A
huge procession was
brought out, the biggest
afterindependence. Five
CPI members were
elected to the Assembly;
Ramanand was elected
CPI group leader.

CPI-supported inde-
pendent candidate won
the Lok Sabha seat from
Lakshmangarh.
Ramanand emergedasa
popular and effective
speaker in the Assem-
bly. Among others, his
proposal for pension to
the helpless senior citi-
zens and physically
disabled was passed by
the Assembly. Heraised
several other problems
and got some of them
resolved officially.

Ramanand againwon
the Assembly elections
in 1972.

Mass struggles
Among theimportant
led by
Ramanand was the
‘Rundhstruggle’ in1966.
During the feudal
princely days, vast tracts
of lands used to be re-
served for hunting by the
royal family. That in-
cluded agriculturalland
also. It was called the
‘Rundh’. Ramanand and
CPIdemanded abolition
of such lands and their
distribution among the
landless. Many were ar-
rested. The struggle
ended in victory and in
disbandment of the
‘rundhs’.

Many other land
struggles were con-
ducted in  which
Ramanand actively took
part. He fought for the
post-graduate classesin
local colleges. He was
partof theland distribu-

movements

tion committee of the
Assembly. A Political
Conference to deliberate
the problems of the dis-
trict was held in 1964. It
was also addressed by
SA Dange and Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia. A 25-
member struggle

committee was formed.

Ramanand led huge
movements of
Kishengarh peasants,
protesting their displace-
ment. He led a huge
demonstrationbefore the
Assembly in 1961 under
the banner of
‘Purusharthi

Sabha’. He organized

Kisan

Anti-Fascist Conferences
tooppose JP Movement,
and also led big move-
the
policies of Sanjay Gandhi

ments against

during emergency.

Positions in party

After split in CPI in
1964,
Agrawal chose toremain
in CPI. He was elected to
the National Council of
CPI in 1964, and state
party secretary in 1968.

Ramanand

He was re-elected party
secretary in 1971. He at-
tended, among others,
Bhatinda congress of CPI
(1978), despiteill-health.

He organized Kitab
Ghar and then Rajasthan
Publishing
House, becoming its

People’s

managing director. He
also helped build Swami
Kumaranand Bhavanin
Jaipur.

He suffered serious
heart problems in the
late 1970s. He became
seriously illin 1977, and
then again in 1979. He
was taken to hospital but
passed away on May 16,
1979.
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All Parties Must Unite...

From Front Page

gional parties to express
their stand towards BJP.
In Bihar till recently Nitish
Kumar was with the BJP
but at present after com-
ing out of NDA, he has
joined Mahagathbandhan
again. This is a welcome
move. He also explained
how several regional par-
ties are coming out of
NDA. In Andhra Pradesh
young chief minister
Jaganmohan Reddy is still
with Modi though the
prime minister has not
implemented the assur-
ances given at the time of
bifurcation of the state.
Jaganmohan should have
put pressure on the Cen-
tre for granting special
status to Andhra Pradesh.
Even after Bihar develop-
mentsif Jaganmohan does
not realise his mistake,
people of Andhra Pradesh
will teach him an appro-
priate lesson, D Raja said.

Raja concluded by say-
ing that the 24" Party
Congress of CPlis going to
be held at Vijayawada
from October141018. This
conference will have spe-
cial significance in view of
the recent developments
in Indian political arena.

Party national council
secretary Dr K Narayana
addressing the public
meeting stated that the
BJP government is ruling
the country most dictato-
rially and
undemocratically. So far
Modi has destabilised nine
state governments in the
most undemocratic way.
The apex court of India is
discussing on freebies but
why the same Supreme
Courtisnotdiscussing the
waiving of loans taken by
industrialists, worth Rs 2
lakh 93,000 in the last five
years.

K Ramakrishna, state
secretary, CPI, in his ad-
dress, stated thatin thelast
eight years Modi has done
nothing except disman-
tling the constitutional
bodies. In the state also
Jagan has not taken up
evenasingle development
programme. The chief
minister is behaving like a
dictator and is not tolerat-
ing even  peaceful
demonstrations. In view of
the chief minister’s visit of
Vizag, flexis and flags are
not being allowed on the
occasion of state confer-

ence of the party. Even
leader of opposition,
Chandrababu Naidu, also
has faced many difficulties
even to tour his own con-
stituency.

The meeting was at-
tended by Annie Raja,
national executive mem-
ber, Muppalla
Nageshwera Rao, state
assistant secretary, state
secretariat members
Ravula Venkaiah, PJ
Chandrashekara Rao, G
Obulesu, Jalliwilson,
Akkineni Vanaja, P
Harinath Reddy, G

PJ Chandrashekar Rao,
former MLC and state sec-
retariat member hoisted
party flag at the venue of
the conference.

Delegate Session

D Raja inaugurating
the delegate session on
August 27 said that reuni-
fication of the communist
parties is the need of the
hour. In order to dethrone
dictatorial and barbaric
Modi government, unity of
left, secular and demo-
cratic forces is vital. In the
eight years’ regime of
Modi, we have achieved

In the regime of NDA,
poor are becoming poorer
whereas the rich are be-
coming richer. That is the
reason why India has gone
down below in the inter-
national human
development index, Raja
pointed out. Minimum ne-
cessities like education,
health, employment, shel-
ter, land, etc, are notin the
reach of poor. At present
the government is busy in
providing employment to
BJP and RSS volunteers in
the name of Agnipath.

In order tosuppress the
farming community, Modi
had brought three new
Agricultural Acts against
which farmers had

Front view of the mahila red volunteers’ procession

Eashwaraiah,
Vandemataram Srinivas,
Films Music director, state
executive members
Thatipaka Madhu,
Jangala Ajoy Kumar, AJ
Stalin, Donepudi shankar,
M L Narayana, Jagadish,
Ramanjaneyulu,
Ramanaidu, Penmetsa
Durgabhavani, D.
Adinarayana and others.
Paidi Raju, Vizag district
party secretary welcomed
the leaders to the
dais. Cultural
programmes under the
leadership of Chandra
Nayak, Penchalaiahand R
Pitchaiah (IPTA) enthused
all. Revolutionary songs by
Vandemataram Srinivas
enthused the audience
and even the audience
danced to the tunes of
Vandemataram’s revolu-
tionary songs.

Earlier a huge proces-
sion was taken out with
100 metres length party
flag carried by red shirt
volunteers. Young girls
and women wearing red
attire followed by red shirt
men volunteers and cul-
tural troupes were in the
rally. Rajainaugurated the
procession.

nothing except debts. Prof-
itable PSUs are being
handed over to his corpo-
rate friends at throw away
prices.

He explained in detail
theinternational, national
and state political situa-
tion. While speaking on
international situation, he
explained the background
of war between Russia and
Ukraine, expansionism of
NATO with the encour-
agement from US,
economic crisisinSri Lanka
and peoples revolt etc.
During Covid pandemic
period, socialist countries
like Cuba and Vietnam
have faced efficiently
whereas Modi has miser-
ably failed to control it. As
Modi has imposed
lockdown without any
preparationand refused to
take notice of migrant
workers who had to walk
hundreds of miles toreach
their native places as there
were no transport facili-
ties. Many have died due
to lack of food. Many of
their kith and kin could not
participate in last rites of
their relatives. There were
heaps of dead bodies at the
banks of Ganga river.

organised long drawn
struggle in which 700
farmers laid down their
lives. Ultimately Modi gov-
ernment was compelled to
take back those black Acts.
Modigovernmentis notat
all paying attention to the
farmers demand of giving
legal protection to Mini-
mum Support Price to the
farm produce.

Congress party which
has to fight vehemently
against BJP is very busy
with their internal clashes
and factional fights. At
least now it has to change
its political attitude. In
2024 general elections,
everybody should put in
efforts to defeat Modi and
BJP. Raja finally appealed
to all parties to become
partners in this mission.

Ramakrishna in his re-
port presented to the
conference stated that
Modi government did not
implement his election
promises. Hedid notbring
back the black money
stacked in foreign banks.
There are no correct statis-
ticsfor deaths due to Covid.
Every country is having
statistics except India. In
the banks of river Ganga
there were thousands of
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dead bodies. In India un-
der the BJP government
poverty is increasing day
by day. The number of
poor below the poverty line
reached up to eightcrores.
As Modi government has
failed in all sectors, all
democratic forces must
unitedly dethrone Modi
government in forthcom-
ing elections.

Thereportalsosaid that
the Centre has shown in-
justice to Andhra Pradesh
in all fronts. All political
parties have to question
the Union government in
regard to the special status
promised, implementation
of assurances given at the
time of bifurcation, rail-
way zone, and special
package to backward re-
gions etc. Though chief
minister Jaganmohan
Reddy promised that he
would force Modi to ac-
cept all demands, he has
surrendered to Modi and
Amit Shah.

Jaganmohan Reddy has
assured that as soon as he
comes to power, he will
scrap contributory pen-
sionscheme buttillnow he
has not done anything. In
facthehas started another
drama of GPS. Everybody
ishavingright to protestin
a democratic country but
in Vijayawada, police is
making house arrests of
teachers. RC books of ve-
hicles are being seized and
domestic women are also
being harassed in order to
foil forthcoming teachers’
procession.

CPI has extended full
support to teachers’ strike.
Jaganmohan Reddy
should take all party del-
egation to Modi for getting
funds for Polavaram. So
far problems of displaced
persons have not been
solved. Ramakrishna also
criticised Jaganmohan
Reddy for not developing
Amaravati and his failure
to not get funds for
Polavaram, which would
solve the problems of irri-
gation, drinking water and
also industrial necessities
as well.

A presidium consisting
Muppalla Nageshwera
Rao, P Harinath Reddy,
Vimala, Bheem Rao and
Afsar conducted the pro-
ceedings.

The conference elected
K Ramakrishna state sec-
retary, ] V Satyanarayana
Murthy, and Muppalla
Nageshwar Rao as assis-
tant secretaries and
27-member executive.

New Age Weekly I
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Impact of Bolshevik Revolution on Sindh, Balochistan

All over theworld, the
impact of the Bolshevik
Revolution was such
thatitfilled the hearts of
every freedom-lovingin-
dividual with new
enthusiasm and fervour.
In the regions of Sindh
and Balochistan, the in-
fluence of this
remarkable revolution
began right after it had
taken place, in its very
initial stages.

If we talk of
Balochistan in theinitial
months of 1918, under the
leadership and guidance
of Sardar Kareem Khan of
the Zarbindi tribe con-
nected to the western
Balochistan, several
members of this tribe
reached Soviet Union
and in Turkmenistan
theyjoined the groups of
theRed army to fight the
anti-revolutionary
forces.

Later on, these mem-
bers of the Baloch tribe
and now part of the Red
army were allotted land
in the Merv region of
Turkmenistan and they
acquired the citizenship
of this region settling
down permanently. Ac-
cording to the reports of
the British sources Zafar
Khan Baloch also helped
the Soviet forcesand an-
other youth of
Balochistan Tarachand
also reached Soviet
Unionand later played a
key role in the initiation
of the communist move-
ment in India.

Under the leadership
of Misri Khan, a contin-
gent of five Baloch men
participated in the "Con-
gress of the Eastern
Countries”held in the city
of Baku in Azerbaijan in
September 1920. In this
Congressit was decided
that communist litera-
turewould be translated
into Balochilanguage be-
sides the other eastern
languages. After the
Baku Congress, the
Baloch delegates re-
turned to Kabul where

they participated in the
formation of the first
revolutionary party of
India.

In1928, to take forward
their revolutionary po-
litical ideology, some
government employees
of the Kalat state got to-
gether and formed an
underground group.
Seeing the political activi-
ties and atmosphere of
the state they decided to
wait for an opportune
moment which came in
the arrival of Mir Yusuf
AliKhan Magsi. During
his years of educationin
Lahore Yusuf Magsihad
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was constantly followed
and the British authori-
tieskeptaclose watchon
all his activities.

Sometime after his re-
lease Yusuf Magsi got
together with Mir Aziz
Kurd, Malik Faiz
Mohammed,
Mohammad Hassain
Anga, Naseem Talvi,
Abdul Kareem Shorash
and Mohammed Aazim
Shahaani. Together they
changed the name and
texture of the already
existing organisation
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madeadeep stud'y of the

politics of the Indian sub-
continent.

Mir Yusuf Ali had
contributed an articlein
the November 17,1929
issue of ‘Hamdard’,
Lahore. In this article he
had held the British ad-
ministration to account
forall the contemporary
problems being faced by
the Baloch people. In this
article he gave a call to
the people of Balochistan
to unite, organize and
struggle for indepen-
dence.

Kalat state govern-
ment arrested him on his
return to Balochistan on
July 17,1930 from Sibi. A
tribal Jirga, or court was
held and he was pun-
ished with a sentence of
one-year imprisonment
and afine of Rs20,000. In
1931, on his release he
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has republished this
pamphletinthe monthly
‘Sangat’ that he edits.
Through thisre-publica-
tion he has brought it
back to memory and
high-lighted other pam-
phlets published by
different groups.

The same year Yusuf
Magsi was made the
chief of his tribe. He gave
away a large portion of
his tribal inheritance for
the service of the Baloch
nationalism and for cre-
ation of awareness
against the exploiting
classes. He began to fi-
nance and support the
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“Young Baloch Organiza-
tion” to ‘Anjuman
Etihaad Balochan’. This
organization had been
formed in1920. The pur-
pose of this organization
was struggle for the
rights of thelocal govern-
ment servants.

Thiswas the firstsecu-
lar, non-tribal
organization to be
formed in thisregion. On
November 20, 1931, this
organizationbroughtout
apamphlet thatdetailed
the corruption, dishon-
esty and oppression of
the Prime Minister Sham
Shah and called it
‘Shamsgardi’. This pam-
phlet was written by Mir
Aziz Kurd, who was ar-
rested and sentenced to
three years imprison-
ment.

Recently in Quetta, Dr
Shah Mohammed Marri
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publications in Urdu on
the literature, on class
struggles and on orga-
nizing the masses
against the oppression of
the landed class.

Onthenightbetween
May 30-31,1935, Quetta
was shaken by a severe
earthquake that de-
stroyed the city and
killed Yusuf Magsi. The
Baloch community lost
an enlightened leader
and acommitted worker
for progress and free-
dom.

Anjuman Etihaad-e-
Balochan (Association
for the Unity of Baloch)
held an All India Baloch
Conferencein the City of
Jacobabad, Sindh, on
September 27-29, 1937.
The report and minutes
of this conference have
recently been re-pub-
lished by the Yusuf

Magsi Chair of
Balochistan University.
A year later, another con-
ference of the same
nature was held in
Hyderabad, Sindh. Both
these conferences
stressed the importance
of freedom from both the
British imperialists and
the local chieftains and
their agents and high-
lighted the need to
organize against these
forces.

Right from the begin-
ning, the Bolshevik
Revolution became the
guiding light for the po-
litical workers,
labourers, farming

| classes and the intellec-
| tualsofSindh. Wecansee
@ theinitial glimpse of this

in the 1919 daily paper
‘Hindwaasi’. It is also
very much presentin the
jail diary of this paper’s
editor Jethmal Parasram.
Named ‘Tarang Jo
Teerath’, the author ap-
preciates the struggle
and rebellion of the work-

| ers and farmers and

claims thatrevolutionis
animportant outcome of
different classes to find
their voice.

Some researchers be-
lieve that in 1919, the
home department of In-
dia decided tocheckand
confiscate the propa-
ganda material of the
Bolshevik ideology.
They also believed that
one of the prime reasons
for growing spread of
this ideology was the
articles being published
in Daily ‘Hindwasi’
which was initially pub-
lished from Hyderabad
and then Karachi.

So, a restriction was
brought about on the
publicationand distribu-
tion of Bolshevik
literature. Tokeepaneye
on the Bolshevik activi-
ties, recruitment was
made to the branch of
secret police which had
been formed to keep an
eyeonall political activi-
ties of the left.

On Page 12
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CPI Condoles Demise
of Mikhail Gorbachev

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of Indiaissued the following message on
August31,2022, conveying party’s condolences
at the demise of Mikhail Gorbachev:

The National Secretariat of the Communist

Party of India expresses its deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolences at the demise of former
general secretary of Communist Party of Soviet
Union (CPSU) and head of state of former So-
viet Union Mikhail Gorbachev. He died at the
age of 91 after a serious and protracted illness.

The National Secretariat conveys its deep-
estanguish to his family and friends and shares

their grief.

Core Sector Growth...

From Page 2

Cement production
(weight: 5.37 per cent)
increased by 2.1 per cent
in July, 2022 over July,
2021. Its cumulative in-
dexincreased by 13.3 per
centduring April toJuly,
2022-23 over the corre-

sponding period of pre-
vious year.

Electricity generation
(weight: 19.85 per cent)
increased by 2.2 per cent
in July, 2022 over July,
2021. Its cumulative in-
dexincreased by 13.1 per
centduring April toJuly,

2022-23 over the corre-
sponding period of
previous year.

However, the produc-
tion of crude oil and
natural gas declined
during the month when
compared with thesame
month of the last year.

Crude Oil production
(weight: 8.98 per cent)
declined by 3.8 per cent
in July, 2022 over July,
2021. Its cumulative in-
dex declined by 0.5 per
centduring April toJuly,
2022-23 over the corre-
sponding period of
previous year.

Natural Gas produc-
tion (weight: 6.88 per cent)
declined by 0.3 per cent
in July, 2022 over July,
2021. Its cumulative in-
dex increased by 3.5 per
centduring April toJuly,
2022-23 over the corre-
sponding period of
previous year.

Impact of Bolshevik Revolution...

From Page 11

Jethmal Parasram, to-
gether withGMSyed and
Jamshed Mehta, in the
year 1930 formed the first
‘Sindh Haari (Peasant)
Association” and was its
tirstSecretary. Thisis the
same organisation that
later came to beknownas
‘Sindh Hari Committee’.
Everyoneisaware of the
history and struggles of
this organization of farm-
ers. Jethmal Parasram
published two books
from Hyderabad: ‘Social-
ism-Saamyavaad’in1926
and ‘The Life-story of
Karl Marx”in 1928. Both
of these booklets were
republished in 2018 by
Kitab Publishers,
Karachi.

In 1919 and 1921 in
Karachi and Sukkur, the
workers of Postal and
Telegraph formed a
union and Railway
Workers Unionwas also
formed.

The inaugural func-
tion of All India Trade
Union was held in
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Bombay in 1920. In this
inaugural function, 107
trade unions from all
over India participated.
Few of them were also
from Sindh.

As aresult of the agi-
tation by political
workers, especially by
the leaders of the trade
unions, the government
began, in May 1921 to
collect the documents
related to the industrial
agitations. Under this
plan, the details of the
unrest, protests and
strikes, etc, began to be
published in the Labour
Gazette, Government of
Bombay (Sindh was part
of Bombay residency till
1936). During this period,
the labour department
tookadecisiontoremove
the difference betweena
strike and a lockdown,
closure of any factory be-
yond 24 hours wasmade
illegal and participation
of more than ten workers
in a closure was pro-
nounced unlawful. This
forced the workers to go

onstrikeand protestsand
strike were held in
Karachi, Kotri,
Hyderabad and Sukkur.

Most of the workers
strikes were centred
round political de-
mands. A surge in
political activitiesamong
theworkingclass, spread
of socialistideology, for-
mation of initial
communist groups was
all connected with the
massstruggleagainstthe
British Imperialism. The
group of exiled Indians
inthe decade of the 1920s
formed the first Indian
communist group. Inthis
initial group were also
members from Sindh.
When these exiled Indi-
ans began to return,
many of them were ar-
rested though some
escaped arrest and be-
gan underground work
for the spread of the
communist ideology.

In1928 with the efforts
of Comrade Jamaluddin
Bukhari, Karachi Seamen
Union was formed. To
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Freebies to Poor...

From Page 06

base states such as Kerala and Tamilnadu are won-
derfully implementing PDS and MNREGA or
primery health schemes and it is laudable. Even
during Kerala Left Front government’s record dis-
tribution of cheap rations and successful
management of COVID crisis was exemplary. Ithas
been appreciated by one and all. Ruling BJP gov-
ernment, unable to tackle basic issues of food
availability, education, creation of jobs with its
neoliberal developmental priorities is simply mask-
ing its failures by waging war on welfare schemes.

People should unitedly wage struggles against
the pro rich and anti- people neo liberal economic
policies implemented by the present NDA rulers

at the Centre.
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strengthen the activities
of the union, Comrade
Bukhari joined the
Haunsley  Shipping
Company.In1925 Com-
rade Bukhari waselected
the divisional secretary
of North Western Rail-
ways Workers Union,
Karachi, he also played
a key role in the forma-
tion and functioning of
Karachi Dockyard and
Karachi Tramway work-
ers union. Comrade
Jamaluddin Bukhariwas
also the secretary of the
CPI Sindh. Soon after,
Sindh Workers Associa-
tion and Karachi Port
Workers Union were
formed.

In the decade of 1920,
reformist trade union
leadership emerged,
nevertheless,in February
1928, the Simon Commis-
sion faced protests and
demonstrations in
Karachi, Sukkur,
Hyderabad, Shikarpur
and other towns of Sindh.

These agitations and
protests in a way once
again handed over the
leadership of workers
into the hands of the com-

7
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munists.

OnMarch 30,1931, All
India Mazdoor Kissan
Party, held its All-India
sessionin Karachi. Com-
rade Dasaunda Singh
presided over the gath-
ering in which the
members from Bengal
and Mumbai also par-

ticipated.
When communist
leaders Muzaffar

Ahmed, S A Dange,
Shaukat Usmani and
other comrades werear-
rested and charged in the
Meerut conspiracy case
and sentenced long
prison terms there were
protest demonstrations
heldinvariouscitiesand
towns of Sindh.

In early 1940s, first
Sindhi translation of the
Communist Manifesto
was published from
Karachi. Since early
1920s, British adminis-
tration in Sindh started
proscribing publications
including of communist
and nationalistliterature.

(Translated from Urdu by
Dr Noor Zaheer)
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The Worst Problem is Free Market

Need for Heavy State
Intervention in Policymaking

The world is facing
from crises after crises. The
capitalist free market sys-
tem can’t minimise the
crisis — now the capital-
istshaveslowly understood
that only massive state in-
tervention in the economy
can. The state intervention
has become unavoidable,
for which the capitalists
have been accusing the
socialist and communist
systems.

The mainstream politi-
cal parties and its
politicians these days are
constantly looking for ex-
cuses to justify their
divergence from market
dogma. From the pandemic
totheenergy crisis, the war
in Ukraine and growing
inflation, ever-new crises
areforcing policymakers to
use heavy state interven-
tion, which neoliberals saw
as their sworn enemy, to
prop up markets.

Theseinterventions are
justified as emergency
measures necessary to
guarantee continued eco-
nomic operations before a
coveted return to market
normality — which is,
however, always post-
poned. Just witness the
European Central Bank
sayingin Aprilitwould stop
purchasing bonds, only to
announce a new bond-
buying to address
ballooning borrowing costs
in countries like Italy.

To date, the state inter-
ventionism we have seen
coming from both center
left and center right over
the last decade and more
clearly since the explosion
of the COVID pandemic
has closely followed this
logic of facilitating areturn
to “normal market condi-
tions.” By now, however,
ithasbecome apparent that
there is no way to go back
to the old normal; economic
conditions have drastically
changed and the premises
and expectations that ac-
companied the era of
neoliberal globalisation do
not offer any credible guid-
ance anymore. Faced with
this farcical attempt by the
political parties to use state
interventionism to restore

market society and protect
wealth, the Left should use
this opportunity toreclaim
the socialist tradition of
progressive state interven-
tionism, as a means to
transform society and shift
power relations.

Infact, the proactive use
of the state as a means to
construct a new society
was common to different
strands of the Left. It was
notjustanidea supported
by communists who aimed
to construct a command
economy with state own-
ership covering virtually
every sector but also held
in different ways by social

Inequality

water” that it would be
stupid to try to reverse,
while Barack Obama in
2016 framed it in similar
terms as “afactof nature.”
Politics was presented as
the management of the
necessity of globalisation,
with economic decisions
limited to those acceptable
to international investors,
with some sections of the
moderate and soft left
broadly accepting these
ideological premises.

Yet we now find our-
selves at a juncture when
this vision of globalization
as inevitable and perma-
nent and of the state as a

Monopsony

Immobilities

democrats, who led the
transformation of the old
liberal states into welfare
states, nationalised strate-
gic firms, and applied
indicative planning to
reorganise the economy
and guide it toward so-
cially desirable ends. The
state was understood as a
“battlefield of class
struggle,” as Nicos
Poulantzas famously put
it, and the point of the Left
was conquering new
trenches in the sprawling
stateapparatus whileradi-
cally democratising it.

The neoliberal revolu-
tion managed to convince
citizens in a globalising
world that state interven-
tion was  doomed.
Neoliberal politicians like
Bill Clinton presented
globalisation as “the eco-
nomicequivalent of aforce
of nature, like wind or

ceiveand know the world.
In fact, contrary to the
neoliberal gospel, the state
and state interventionism
never really went away.
As many political econo-
mists have shown, the
neoliberal project and the
very existence of
globalisation were always
premised on state patron-
age, for example by
establishing the necessary
regulatory frameworks
and repressing protest.
But at the rhetorical level
thisnarrative of the “weak
state” had importantideo-
logical implications: it
served torestrict therange

Economic

instability

Environmental
costs

weakling creature have
been patently demon-
strated to be empirically
dubious and historically
anachronistic. During the
pandemic, politicians of
both the center left and
center right were forced to
create new emergency so-
cial welfare provisions in
order to help unemployed
workers, and now they are
forced — much against
their beliefs — to apply
forms of price control and
to set aside funds to fight
against the cost-of-living
crisis. Emergency state in-
terventionism has become
the new normal, and the
return to normal market
society is continuously
postponed.

Part of the change we
are witnessing is not so
much  practical as
epistemic — namely, ithas
to do with how we per-

Monopoly
power

Short-
termism
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of acceptable policies to
those that were in the in-
terest of international
capital. This fiction was
aided by the peculiar con-
ditions of the “Great
Moderation,” the era be-
tween the mid-1980s and
2000s marked by limited
macroeconomic volatility,
low inflation, and low in-
terest rates.

Under the illusion of
stability of the “long’90s,”
economic policy appeared
as if on automatic pilot,
amounting tolimited inter-
ventions: small “nudges”
tothe market, which could
be presented as limited ex-
ercises in  “course
correction” — technical
rather than political deci-
sions. However, the crisis
of capitalism is now so
profound thatitisnotany-
more possible to maintain
this pretence. Economic
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International
Events
C. Adhikesavan

decisions appear immedi-
ately as political decisions,
hence ones where differ-
ent interests are at stake,
and where all too often the
interests of business con-
tinue to be put before the
interests of workers. This
was  evident  with
Bidenomics, where the
infrastructure package
that was in the interest of
companies was passed,
while the social measures
part of the so-called Build
Back Better package were
stopped in Congress —
because of the opposition
of Democratic centrists
who expressed major wor-
ries at state aid to the poor,
while at the same time
applauding state aid for
entrepreneurs.

The strategic challenge
now is to match this eco-
nomic reality in which
heavy state intervention-
ism has become the new
normal, with a vision in
which this intervention is
notseenjustasa piecemeal
and last-ditch measure to
revive the market. Social-
ists need to reclaim a
constructive view of the
state.

There are all too many
issues that call for imme-
diate state intervention:
from the cost-of-living cri-
sis calling for a return
of price  controls and
wages that are indexed to
inflation to climate change
that demands an accelera-
tion in investments and
actions geared
at reduction of emissions
and climate adaptation.
But besides specific mea-
sures, what is called for is
also a new vision of how
state interventionism can
be used not only as a stop-
gap against immediate
emergencies but also as
part of along-term plan to
achieve that economic
and environmental secu-
rity that the market is not
able to provide — and to
redistribute power away
from the economic oligar-
chies that have
condemned our society to
permanent chaos and to-
ward  workers and
ordinary citizens.
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Women Must Intensify...

From Last Page

report which was dis-
cussed by delegates and
a d o p t e d
unanimously. Session
was attended by Ustela
Srujana  president,
Manda Sadalaxmi state
working president, B
Chaayadevi Devi and
Potu Kalavati, vice presi-
dents Nalini, treasurer
Lata Devi and others.

Subsequently Chada
Venkata Reddy and
Annie Raja were felici-
tated by Tourism

third day Annie Raja
addressing a public
meeting said that the BJP
governmentis makingall
efforts to convert Bharat
into Manuvadi state. In
eight years of regime of
Modi, atrocities and at-
tacks on women have
increased many folds.

He is only shedding
crocodile tears towards
women community as a
whole.She was address-
ing a public meeting in
Chennaboina
Kamalamma

Annie Raja, further
said that ours is a secu-
lar and democratic
country but the present
BJP governmentistrying
to convert it into theo-
cratic state. At present
NDA governmentis un-
der full control of RSS
and Sangh parivar. It is
polarising Indian people
on communal lines. Itis
also creating communal
tensions. After Modi’s
coming topower, attacks
on women and minori-
ties have increased.

leased and they have
given warm welcome
outside the prison.
Credit goes to Modi ‘s
government. Forty four
labour laws are being
converted into four
labour codes to favour
the corporate bosses.
PSUs are being sold to
corporate houses in
throw away prices. Modi
government is continu-
ously hiking the prices
of petrol, diesel, gas cyl-
inders and all other
essential commodities. It
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NFIW is in the forefront
in fighting for rights of
women and one third
reservationtowomenin
all legislative
bodies.That spirit has to
be continued with more
zeal, she underlined.

In the public meeting
Dr K Rajini, national sec-
retary, NFIW,
Nedunoori Jyothi, state
general secretary, Ustela
Srujana state president,
MandaSadalaxmi, work-
ing president, vice
presidents B Chaaya
Devi, Jangamma,
Lata Devi,

Nalini and treasurer J

Famida,

Contract and Praan ganam Ontheoccasionof 75" g heaping burden on Laxmi and others took
Outsourcing Employees  (Hanamkonda Artsand year of our common man. Hence part.
Union. Science college independence, eleven women have to raise (From Ram Narsimha
On the concluding grounds). rapists have been re- theirvoiceagainstModi. Rao)
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8 Comrade Chandrappan (Memories) Trans. By V.I,. Thomas 150
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13 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 250
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Muslim Wrestler Gave Baroda First
Public Ganesha Celebration

VADODARA: One of
the earliest public celebra-
tions of Ganeshotsav was
initiated by a107-year-old
Muslim wrestler some 120
years ago. Jumma Dada, a
famed wrestler in the erst-
while princely state of
B a r o d a ,
started Sarvajanik Ganesh
Mahotsav athisakhadain
1901 to instil a sense of
patriotism and brother-

hood in the youth.
“Jumma Dada
organised  the public

Ganesha festival to bring
youngsters together and
instil in them a sense of
patriotism,” Rajendra
Harpale, managing trustee
of Prof Manekrao’s Jumma
Dada Vyayam Mandir,
says a report.

City-based historian
Chandrashekhar Patil
said: “Jumma Dada was
the first to organise a
public Ganesha festival on
a large scale to usher in
communal harmony and
unity among people. Be-
fore his initiative, some
temples used to organise
community Ganesha fes-
tivals. His disciple, Prof
Manekrao, continued the
tradition and it lives on.”

“Freedom fighter
Lokmanya Tilak had
started the Sarvajanik
Ganesh  festival in
Maharashtra. Tilak regu-
larly visited Baroda to meet
Maharaja Sayajirao
Gaekwad III. During his
visits, he learned about
Jumma Dada. The 107-

year-old was inspired by
Tilak,” Harpale explained.

After their meeting,
Jumma Dada started a
publicGanesh festival athis
Vyayam Mandir, which he
had established in 1880,
and wasimmensely popu-
lar with young boys and
girls. Vyayam Mandir even
gave shelter to freedom
fighters during British rule.

Healsosetatradition of
installing a clay idol. “We
have continued with the
same looks and size of the
idoltillnow,” said Harpale,
who still has pamphlets of
that era that mention how
sword fights and wrestling
were organised during the
festival at the akhada.
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Com Lanka Govinda

Rajulu is No More

Com Govinda Rajulu (91)
isnomore. Hebreathed hislast
on August 18, 2022. He was
Vijayawada city secretary for
15years. His three brothersare
also in the communist party.
Hewassurvived by three sons
and one daughter. He was
former mayor of Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation. He
had struggled alot for the poor
shelterless people. Hehad also
visited the then Soviet Union. He was an ideal com-
munist.

Though he was mayor of the city, he led a simple
life. He could ensure that marriages of his sons were
ideal ones. While communist party was under the
ban, he was in Vijayawada, Nuziveedu and
Rajahmundry jails. Though he had studied only up
to 5™ class, he could understand Marxism well. He
had worked along with Dasari Nagabhushana Rao,
T Venkateshwer Rao and Tammina Potharaju.

CPI former general secretary S Sudhakar Reddy
and national council secretary Dr K Narayana con-
veyed party’s and their condolences to the bereaved
family members.

On (Kecord ...
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Daily wagers biggest group among sui- loan fo
cide victims, ‘self-employed persons’ puwhage
registered biggest rise in deaths by suicide your bank

in 2021: NCRB. The report — “Accidental
Deathsand SuicidesinIndia” — shows that
daily wage earners remained the largest
profession-wise group among suicide vic-
tims in 2021, accounting for 42,004 suicides
(25.6 per cent).

The report — “Accidental Deaths and
SuicidesinIndia” — shows that daily wage
earners remained the largest profession-
wise group among #suicide victims in 2021,
accounting for 42,004 suicides (25.6%).
Marking a steady increase since 2014, the
share of daily wagers among those who die
by suicide in the country has crossed the
quarter mark for the first time, according
to the latest report of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) — one in four of
therecorded 1,64,033 suicide victims during
2021 was a daily wage earner.

tax revenue worth nearly Rs 1.84 lakh-crore
in two financial years due to lower rate of
corporate tax announced by the govern-
ment.

The figures for 2021-22 have not been re-
vealed but are estimated to be over Rs 1
lakh-crore. There has also been a decline
in the targets of gross and net tax collections
at the BE and RE stages with actual even
before the concessional tax rate for corpo-
rate was announced. The actual were at a
healthy 100.7 per cent above the gross tax
collection in 2016-17 and 101.2 per cent
above the net tax collection. But these fig-
ures declined to 98.6 per cent and 97.9 per
cent, respectively, in 2017-18. The intake
declined further to 92.5 per cent and 88.7
per cent in 2018-19. It was 92.9 per cent and
90.1 per cent in 2019-20. - The Tribune,

August 11._ Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

tres. Professors at universities across India

claim that, as a result, the admission process
and the academic term (2022-23) are likely to
be pushed back to October. Previously, admis-
sions for undergraduate courses would
conclude between June and the first half of
July, with the academic session commencing
either in the second half of July or August.

Significantly, while the number of sui-
cides committed by “farmer/cultivator”
has dipped — 5,579 in 2020 and 5,957 in
2019 — those by “agriculture labourers”
has risen sharply from 5,098 in 2020 and
4,324 in 2019. - The Indian Express, August
30. The two-month delay, according to pro-
ok fessors, could lead to shorter vacations, and
curtailed academic sessions, while also add-

ing to the pressure students facein completing

Common University Entrance Test (CUET) large parts of their course in lesser time. - The
have added to the woes of students who Print, August 18.

cleared Class 12 in 2022 and are now look- FHE

ing to enrol in undergraduate courses.

Following the delay in declaration of
CBSE results, issues with the conduct of the

Corporate tax cut lowers tax intake by Rs
1.84]lakh-crorein2years. The estimated short-
fall was Rs 87,835 crore in 2019-20 and 96,400
crore in 2020-21, notes a report by Parliamen-
tary panel. The Central exchequer has lost

The second phase of the nationwide
CUET, scheduled to conclude on 10 August,
has been pushed back to 28 August owing
to technical glitches at several exam cen-
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Chada Venkata
Reddy appealed to
women to fight against
increasing attacks, atroci-
ties, indiscrimination
and suppression of
women. Though there
aremany laws pertaining
to women, their imple-
mentation is not taking
place because of certain
lacunas. NFIW has been
fighting for one third res-
ervationforwomeninall
legislative bodies. He
suggested NFIW must
also agitate for socialjus-
tice. He pointed out that
the country isin the grip
of communal fascist re-
gime and Prime Minister
Narendra Modiis work-
ingovertime toserve the
interests of Adanis and
Ambanis.

Under Modi’sregime,
prices of essential com-
modities  including
petrol, diesel and gas
cylinders are shooting
up. The price of gas cyl-
inders was Rs 400 which
has shot up now to Rs
1,200. The Union govern-

NFIW Telangana State Conference

WoMEN MusTt INTENSIFY
STRUGGLE FOR THEIR RIGHTS

CPITelangana state council secretary Chada
Venkata Reddy said that womenshouldintensify
theirstruggles ontheproblems pertainingto them.
They should wage militant battles drawing in-
spiration from the heroic role played by Arutla
Kamala Deviand Chaakali Ailammain the his-
toricglorious Telangana armed struggle. Hewas
addressing the delegates after formally inaugu-
rating the second conference of Telangana state
unit of NFIW, held on August 28, 2022 in
Kankanaala Vasumathi Nagar (Haritha
Kaakateeya hotel premises), Hanmakonda. Prior
toinauguration, Chada Pushpamala, seniorleader
of Hanmakonda district unit of NFIW hoisted the

ment has imposed GST
even on handloom
clothes and exploiting
people of this country.
BJP is distorting the his-
tory of Telangana armed
struggle. It is trying to
hoist saffron flag on the
land of Telangana where
itis soaked with blood of
Telangana martyrs. As
heirs of Telanganaarmed
struggle, we will not al-
low the dramas of
BJP. That is the reason
why CPI is supporting
TRS in order to defeat
BJP.

In the state women
have to fight for the
implementation of as-
surances given by KCR.
They have to bring pres-
sure on KCR through
waging militant battles
for double bed room
houses, unemployment
relief, pensions and
house sites, issues per-
taining to Anganwadi
workers and Mid-day
meal employees. Incom-
ing days, women of the
state have to fight in or-
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NFIW general secretary Annie Raja addressing the state conference

der to strengthen the
organisation. Hence
along with women is-
sues, NFIW must also
organise struggles on
local issues, Chada ap-
pealed to the delegates
and also assured that the
support of CPI will al-
ways be there for the
struggles of women.

In the inaugural ses-
sion, Dr Rajini, national
secretary, NFIW, Ustela
Srujanaand Nedhunoori
Jyothi, president and
general secretary, Manda
Sadalaxmi working
president, B Chaaya
Devi, Potu Kalavathi,
vice presidents, Padala
Nalini, treasurer,
Potharaju  Saaraiah
former MLA, Karre
Bixapathi, Hanamkonda
party district secretary,
Latha Devi, Laxmi,
Sugunamma, Thota
Chandrakala, Korimi
Suguna, Manchala
Ramadevi, M
Sambalaxmi, Rasamalla

Dheena, Vaishnavi, T
Rachel, R Sri Vidya,
Suvarna, Anasuya par-
ticipated. Revolutionary
songs of IPTA enthused
the audience.

On the second day,
Gandra Jyothi, chairper-
son, Zilla Parishad,
Warangal, addressing
the delegates session
said though women are
occupying top positions
in all fronts, discrimina-
tion is still continuing.
Women constitute half of
the population and
therefore without
women development,
society cannot develop.
Above all without
women there is no soci-
ety at all. In the past
women have fought for
their rights but still they
haveto fightforunsolved
grievances.

Annie Raja, national
general secretary, NFIW,
while addressing
criticised Narendra
Modigovernment which

is exhibiting crocodile
tears towards women. In
the Centre fascist and
Manuvadi government
is in power. In the Bilkis
Bano case, the BJP gov-
ernment of Gujarat got
acquitted 11 rapists from
jail. At the same time,
TeestaSetalwad was sent
behind bars by suppress-
ing democratic rights.
Annie Raja also criticised
thatatrocitiesand attacks
on women have in-
creased after BJP’s
coming to power. The
Modi government is
heaping heavy burden
on the common man
whilehanding over PSUs
and natural resources to
Adanis and Ambanis at
cheaper rate. Hence
women of this country
have to raise their voice
against Modi.

Nedunoori Jyothi
state general secretary
introduced secretary’s
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