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TROs – Why aren’t they trending?
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Hello and Good Morning!
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Unique referencing provides a ‘golden thread’ to connect organisations, decisions and processes

The Unique Property Reference Number (UPRN) is the unique identifier for every location with an address in the UK

The Unique Street Reference Number (USRN) is the unique identifier for every street in the UK

• Unambiguous and persistent

• The means to link, share and locate streets, land and property with accuracy and confidence

• Machine readable 

UPRN and USRN open data as of 1st July 2020 and their use mandated for government by GDS under Open Government License (OGL)
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Local Authority Transport Data Discovery

Bringing Location to Life

• TRO data is difficult and time consuming 

to access, clean and process,

• TRO data is not in a standardised, 

machine readable format,

• TROs lack of centralised point of 

reference,

• private sector organisations are being 

forced to collect TRO data manually, and

• the current process for amending and 

implementing a TRO to be labour 

intensive, time consuming, and costly.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/730787/local-transport-data-summary.pdf
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A collaboration
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Collect evidence into the process by which TROs are 
made, and how TRO data is stored and used to help 
inform our response to 4 Industrial challenges.

Create a guide to help Local Authorities understand how 
they can work within the limits of current legislation 
based on best practice in the current landscape.  

Develop a draft Data Model for TROs with the intention 
to make TRO data accessible to the public, the digital 
mapping industry and to help develop the international 
TRO landscape. 
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TRO Landscape
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The TRO Landscape is vast with an array of organisations that 
a) interact with the legislative process 
b) have a need for TRO data in order to provide services

By some numbers:

400 Authorities across Great Britain

14,300 permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 

annually at a projected cost of £62.7m.

Authorities also create Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders 
(TTROs). 

The number of TTROs created by authorities is estimated at  

39,000 at a projected cost to industry of £63.7m. 

Almost 90% of TTROs are attributed to streetworks. 
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TRO Discovery – Key Themes and Insights
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•Availability

•Timeliness

•Content

•Accuracy

•Quality

•Digital Maturity

•Open Data

Data

• Secretary of State Approvals

•Convey Information

•Newspaper Advertising

•Consultation

•Complexity

Legislation

•Dynamic TROs

•Connected & Automated Vehicles (CAVs)

•Network Rollouts

Future of Mobility

•Knowledge

•TTRO Application

•Transparency of TTRO Costs

Consistency

The following key themes emerged throughout the Discovery. They are explained in further detail 
in the document
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TRO Discovery – Outcomes
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The TRO Discovery Project completed in 
May 2019  with the summary report 
published in August 2019

GeoPlace made 23 recommendations to 
DfT with 5 next step activities which are 
detailed in the document

https://www.geoplace.co.uk/trodiscovery

https://www.geoplace.co.uk/trodiscovery
https://www.geoplace.co.uk/documents/10181/110496/TRO_Discovery_Summary_Report_GeoPlace_August_2019/99c06daa-6444-4328-9970-f2cb02288674


www.geoplace.co.uk

Our Recommendations:
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1
2
3

Initiate pilot activities to assess how the draft Data Model for Traffic Regulation Order information 
and data meets user needs

Conduct further research to establish what additional network change data is required to meet user 
needs, and consider how it could be made available

Conduct further research to establish how current processes associated with TROs and TTROs can be 
refined to meet user needs4

Undertake a review of existing legislation to ensure it is fit for purpose, and identify proposals for 
future improvements

Future of Mobility: Urban Strategy principles:
• New modes of transport and new mobility services must be safe and secure by design
• Mobility innovation must help to reduce congestion through more efficient use of limited road space
• The marketplace for mobility must be open, to stimulate innovation and give the best deal to consumers
• New mobility services must be designed to operate as part of an integrated transport system combining public, private and multiple modes 

for transport users
• Data from new mobility services must be shared, where appropriate, to improve choice and the operation of the transport system

North Highland Local Authority Transport Data Discovery:
• Local authorities should be helped to focus on making more high-quality data open
• More effective investment in infrastructure to harvest local authority data, and open data initiatives to improve data sharing
• Improve collaboration between local authorities, Highways England and the private sector

The activities can additionally facilitate projects that contribute towards the Future of Mobility: Urban Strategy 

The British Parking Association should release and promote their guidance document5
These build on the following recommendations:
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DfT’s next steps…
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Discovery:

Alpha/Beta:

https://www.geoplace.co.uk/documents/10181/110496/TRO_Discovery_Summary_Report_GeoPlace_August_2019/99c06daa-6444-4328-9970-f2cb02288674
https://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/TIR Board/BPA_TRO_Best_Practice_Guide_2019.pdf
https://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/TIR Board/BPA_TRO_Data_Model_User_Guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/traffic-regulation-orders-identifying-improvements-to-the-legislative-process-in-england
https://www.digitalmarketplace.service.gov.uk/digital-outcomes-and-specialists/opportunities/12691
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Final Thoughts
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TROs are trending
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Thank You

Contact: 

abbas.lokat@geoplace.co.uk

Related Blog post: 

https://www.geoplace.co.uk/blog/2021/traffic-regulation-orders-tro

mailto:abbas.lokat@geoplace.co.uk
https://www.geoplace.co.uk/blog/2021/traffic-regulation-orders-tro

