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« 2009
First resident-led play street in Bristol

« 2011
The Temporary Play Street Order (TPSQO) was born

« 2011-today
The movement grows and grows

« 2019
DfT wrote to all councils endorsing play streets

e 2021
85 council areas have TPSOs, over 1200 streets have
played out

% Why did they start this movement?

Playi;g Out
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Today

Playi;g Out

MOTHER: Vicky aged eight
in 1979 was allowed to
walk to the swimming pool
alone half a mile away.

O SON: Ed now elght
. isonly allowed to
walk on his own to P
the end of his
= street (300 yards)

Faytn

GRANDFATHER: Jack
aged eightin 1950. Able

4 to walk about one mile

4 on his own to the woods.

Children’s

freedom

to roam
has

ghrunk

Image: Daily Mail



*71% of adults played out In
the street or neighbourhood as
children, compared to only

21% of children today” (Playday
Survey 2007).

“Three-quarters of UK children spend

less time outside than prison inmates”
(Persil poll 2016)
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Traffic = number one concern preventing parents letting their children play outside independently
(Playday Survey 2013)



Other specific
barriers in
areas of
disadvantage,
housing
estates and
tower blocks
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What are play streets?

« regular, low key street closures for free play on the doorstep
* organised by residents
« sometimes with extra support from local organisations

« and permission from local authority

Bristol City Council

Application for Temporary Play Street Order
(Town & Police Clauses Act 1847)

Important - please read carefully!

1. Please use this form only if you wish to apply for a temporary Play Street road closure
Order. This Order will permit you to close a road for the purpose of childrens play at =
no more than weekly intervals and for a 12 month period from the Order start date. If Playing Out
you are not sure that these are the correct forms for your event please contact —
Highwav Network Manaagement on (0117) 9036857. (This application process is




 Children get more exercise-frc
~organised activities.



https://www.playscotland.org/play/play-for-health/the-power-of-play/

Why do councils support playing
PlayiEg Out out ?

Children’s physical and mental health
Community cohesion - resilience - overcoming loneliness
Safer streets - active travel — liveable neighbourhoods

ot L | 111
Resident-led i e s
High-impact

Sustainable




DfT endorsement for play streets
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) From the Minister of State e >
m. Michael Ellis MP < https://playing t/wp fuploads/2019/06/Play-Streets-Letter-1.pdf print screen mac - Google St
o M Great Minster House
Department 33 Horseferry Road
London
for Transport S o 4. Play streets
L ]
Tel: 0300 330 3000
E-Mail: michael.ellis@dft.gov.uk
" e There is a specific power to close roads for children’s play under section 29 of the RTRA.
All local highway authorities in England Web site: www.gov.uk/dft : : e ;
However, the requirement to advertise s29 orders makes them prohibitively expensive
Our Ref

For the attention of the Chief Executive Officer

13" June 2019

| am writing to encourage you to consider occasionally closing quiet
residential streets in order to facilitate children's play.

Introduction

We all know how important children's play is to their physical and social
development. A few generations ago, it was common to see children playing
unsupervised in the streets of their local area. Today's traffic conditions

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
section-16-temporary-traffic-regulation-
orders-for-special-events/temporary-traffic-
regulation-orders-for-special-events

for parents. For this reason, special event orders (which do not need to be advertised)
are increasingly being used for this purpose. Play streets are not only good for the
health and well-being of children, they also encourage other residents to get together,
leading to increased adult activity and greater community cohesion. For information
about organising play streets, contact Playing Out CIC.

As play streets are frequent events, it would be impracticable to submit individual
consent applications for each repeat closure. However, it is possible to apply for repeat
closures using a single consent application. Moreover, it can cover multiple closures in
more than one road. It is therefore possible to use a single consent application to close
severalroads repeatedly for children’s play over any 12 month period. For example, it
could cover:

e closing road A every Saturday and Sunday between 14.00 and 16.00
e closing road B every Saturday between 13.00 and 16.00
e closing road C every Sunday



Temporary Play Street Order
(TPSO)

bristol.gov.uk Q Search

ZIHGE I For business  Council and Mayor Your account

0 Coronavirus (COVID-19): service updates and health advice

For residents ~ Streets and travel - Temporary road closures and traffic restrictions - Playing out

PIaYing OUt on your StrQEt Temporary road closures

and traffic restrictions

A Temporary Play Street Order (TPSO) lets residents Guide to closing a road for a

close a street to traffic so children can play. SHEERPAR o evart
I Playing out
You can apply to shut your street as often as once a week for up to three

Guide to road closure signs
hours. i gns,

direction signs and banners
You need to apply at least 8 weeks before your first playing out session. Temporary Traffic Regulation

Order (TTROs) notices
You'll need to send us: ( )

Current roadworks and road

Playing Out




step 1: talk to your neighbours

Support from
Playing Out
4 simple steps videos
Organiser manual
Templates to download

Supportive network of parents/
residents



Would you open this letter?







What’s next for
devolving power?
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Thank you!
Get in touch:

lucy @playingout.net

See all our free resources at

playingout.net
/34
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