
Key features of PO model and why 
they matter:

Resident-led – community cohesion, 
resilience, active citizenship (as 
opposed to delivered activity)

Normal / low-key – culture-change, 
sustainability

Free play – PA and other benefits for 
children, culture-change

Inclusive – tackling isolation
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• 2009
First resident-led play street in Bristol

• 2011
The Temporary Play Street Order (TPSO) was born

• 2011- today 
The movement grows and grows 

• 2019
DfT wrote to all councils endorsing play streets

• 2021
85 council areas have TPSOs, over 1200 streets have 
played out

Why did they start this movement? 





Exercise & fresh air
Skills & confidence

Freedom & independence

Imagination & creativity
Community & belonging

Friendship
Resilience……etc., etc.

Oh, and fun!!!!   
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Children’s 
freedom
to roam 
has

shrunk 

Today



“71% of adults played out in 
the street or neighbourhood as 
children, compared to only 
21% of children today” (Playday 
Survey 2007).

“Three-quarters of UK children spend
less time outside than prison inmates” 

(Persil poll 2016)



Why?
Traffic = number one concern preventing parents letting their children play outside independently 

(Playday Survey 2013)



Other specific 
barriers in 
areas of 
disadvantage, 
housing 
estates and 
tower blocks 



1  Aug 2011  

Bristol City Council 
Application for Temporary Play Street Order 

(Town & Police Clauses Act 1847) 
 

Important B please read carefully! 
 
1. Please use this form only if you wish to apply for a temporary Play Street road closure 

Order. This Order will permit you to close a road for the purpose of childrens play at 
no more than weekly intervals and for a 12 month period from the Order start date. If 
you are not sure that these are the correct forms for your event please contact 
Highway Network Management on (0117) 9036857. (This application process is 
currently a trial running from Sep 2011 until Sep 2012.) 

 
2. We must receive your application at least 6 weeks before the date of the first event 

otherwise we will not be able to process it. To avoid disappointment please hand 
deliver or send your application by recorded delivery as lost or late applications are 
your responsibility and will not be processed.  

 
3. Please make sure you give all the information requested on the form. To prevent 

delay you must enclose the following with your application: 
  
  i) a street plan of your event (see section 2)  

 ii) a copy of your resident consultation letter (see section 4)  
 

4. Bristol City Council cannot guarantee that an Order will be made, and any Order 
made under this application will be revoked if any of these conditions are not met: 
 
i) you must pay to the council the full costs of any damage to the highway or 

street furniture or other loss or damage suffered by it and of any claims made 
against it as a result of the making of the Order and which arise from your 
negligence or (if you represent an organisation) the negligence of your 
organisationWs members or officers. We strongly recommend that you take 
out Public Liability Insurance for the duration of your road closure(s). 

 
ii) any Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) or other statutory provision which is 
 currently in force on the road(s) to be closed will remain in force during the 
 closure unless specified to the contrary on the Legal Order. 

 
iii) if appropriate you must clean the street in order to return it to its condition 

prior to the closure. This must be done before the road is reopened. 
 

iv) no closure must be of more than 3 hours duration. 
 
v) an Order is made entirely for the purposes of childrenWs play and may not 

involve the placement of any structure on the highway during its use. 
 

vi) no activity requiring any form of license (under the Licensing Act 2003) may 
be undertaken when this Order is in force. 

 
vii) vehicular access and egress for residents/businesses must be maintained 

during any closure period. 
 

viii) on-street parking cannot be refused or restricted other than through an 

What are play streets?

• regular, low key street closures for free play on the doorstep

• organised by residents 
• sometimes with extra support from local organisations
• and permission from local authority



Children get more exercise from play than from time spent at clubs and 
organised activities. 

Play Scotland

What are the benefits?

https://www.playscotland.org/play/play-for-health/the-power-of-play/


Why do councils support playing
out?

Children’s physical and mental health 
Community cohesion - resilience - overcoming loneliness
Safer streets - active travel – liveable neighbourhoods

And…
Low cost 
Resident-led
High-impact
Sustainable



DfT endorsement for play streets

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
section-16-temporary-traffic-regulation-
orders-for-special-events/temporary-traffic-
regulation-orders-for-special-events



Temporary Play Street Order 
(TPSO)



Support from 
Playing Out

4 simple steps videos

Organiser manual

Templates to download

Supportive network of parents/ 
residents



Would you open this letter?





What’s next for 
devolving power?



Thank you!

Get in touch:

lucy@playingout.net

See all our free resources at
playingout.net

mailto:lucy@playingout.net

