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Heat in the
Netherlands

• National Heat Plan since 2007
• New heat strategy since june 2025
• 2 heat waves in 2025: activation of heat plans



Local heat plans

• Purpose: Municipalities, regions and public health 
service develop a plan with agreements on 
responsibilities and measures during heat waves.

• Background: Complements the National Heat Plan, 
tailored to local conditions. 

• Contents:
• Roles & responsibilities of municipalities, public 

health servicee and welfare organizations.
• Examples of local measures (cooling centers, 

checking on vulnerable people, heat stress maps).
• Communication & warning systems for residents.

• Value: Supports municipalities and partners in 
preparing for heatwaves and working effectively 
together.



Integral heat action plans

• Purpose: Cohesive and effective strategy for 
municipalities to mitigate the impacts of heatwaves.

• Background: Addresses rising heat risks; helps map 
existing measures, gaps, and priorities.

• Contents:
• Integral approach: Health, Housing and Habitat
• Engaging municipality departments & partners
• Assign responsibilities, define resources and map 

priorities
• Prioritize and create SMART projects with timelines 

and budget
• Value: Provides actionable, prioritized local projects, 

strengthens collaboration, and ensures ongoing heat 
preparedness.



Integral heat action plans
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Local heat plans vs integral heat action plans
in the Province of Utrecht

• Since 2021
• Main focus on health effects

of heat
• Vulnerable people
• Implementation during heat 

waves

Local heat plans

• Since 2024/2025
• Health, Housing, Habitat, 

(integral)
• For everyone; broad living 

comfort
• Policy, strategy, 

implementation

Integral heat action plans



Challenges
• Maintaining an integral approach is difficult due to fragmentation

• Lack of clear ownership of heat management within organizations

• Limited capacity and financial resources for heat adaptation

Succes factors

• Holistic, integral approach to heat management
• Financial and substantial support from province to municipalities

• Strong network around heat, facilitating knowledge sharing and
development

Indicators of success
• Increasing number of local heat plans and integral heat action plans

• Active national Community of Practice (CoP) for heat

Challenges, succes factors and
indicators of success
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Email
heleen.jalink@provincie-utrecht.nl

Website
provincie-
utrecht.nl/klimaatadaptatie

Contact


