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Launch of a sensibilisation 
campaign on tiger mosquitoes 
and related disease 
transmission in Flanders
WS3: How to tackle challenges related to 

the emerging tiger mosquitoes and related 

arboviruses?

Käthe Robert, Department of Care, Flanders - environmental health expert



Sensibilisation campaign

Steekmuggen.be

Launched May 2025

First focus on tiger mosquitoes
Prevention of breeding sites
Recognition and notification
Personal protection
Informing travelers
Diseases and symptoms



Campaign materials

Digital & printed
Posters
Flyer
Leaflets
Videos
Articles (magazines)
Social media posts & calendar
Digital images (screens)
Bookmark
Memory game

Different target groups
Local authorities

Citizens
Green space workers

Health care professionals 
Travelers

Transport sector



Scenarios

Adapted from scenarios ECDC and 
WHO 

Info on the risk of local transmission 
after return of an imported case

Classification of locations can help to 
implement policy and actions: 
prevention, control, monitoring and 
communication

There is no notification of a tiger mosquito (in a specific 
municipality) - there is a risk for the introduction of a 
tiger mosquito

Scenario 0

There is a notification of a tiger mosquito in a new 
location

Scenario 1

There is a notification of a tiger mosquito in a known* 
location of the past five years. In this category we find the 
(probable) overwintering locations, as well as the 
locations with local establishment in a zone < 25 km2 (= 
zone with a radius of 2.8 km). The risk of local 
transmission after the return of an imported case in this 
area is rather limited. 

Scenario 2

The tiger mosquito is widespread in an area > 25 km2 (= 
zone with a radius of 2.8 km). There is no proof of virus 
transmission but there is a risk of local transmission after 
the return of an imported case in this area. 

Scenario 3

Local transmission of a mosquito-borne virus is taking 
place. An autochthonous case has been reported in a 
certain location. 

Scenario 4

There is a local outbreak of a mosquito-borne virus. Scenario 5

*a place where the tiger mosquito has been 
found/observed 



Scenario map

Semi- real time
Based on surveillance 

Active by ITM
Passive by citizen science

Statistical sector level
Inform local authorities, citizens & health care 

professionals

Basis to screen for overlap with imported
cases of MBD

Take a 
look at 

the map



Guidelines for materials

For local authorities
Per scenario: 0-3

Goals
Materials
Actions

In notification perimeter
Municipality level

Local transmission (4-5)
Involvement of D. of Care



Spread and reach of the
campaign

Department of Care
Press release 
Social media
Newsletters

Local authorities
Informed by 'health makers' 
(Gezondheidsmakers)
Social media, magazine, screens, leaflets, 
…

Farmacies and health insurances
FOD WASO



1. Give 1 or 2 major challenges that 
burden your work on this topic 

2. Give 1 or 2 topics that need follow-
up and community building across 
regions

3. Give 1 or 2 success factors 
4. Give 1 or 2 measurable objectives 

(indicators) of success

1. Reaching and engaging citizens in 
prevention and surveillance

2. How to engage citizens on the long 
term?

3. The use of digital campaign
materials by local authorities

4. Less opportunities for breeding
sites in a municipality after active
use of the campaign



zorg@vlaanderen.be  - departementzorg.be

klimaatengezondheid@vlaanderen.be

Steekmuggen.be


