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DPresident's Message
by Jim Tubbs

A big thank you to all the club members that took the time to vote in the current election for club officers. It
means a great deal to us, that you have the confidence that we will continue to lead this great club into the
future. | can tell you that it has not been easy with this pandemic going on, but we are headed in the right
direction.

Re-elected were Danny Tubbs — Bowhunter Rep, Steve Woitaszewski — Youth Coordinator, Chris Benson —
Secretary/Treasurer, Jim Tubbs — President.

We have some archery tournaments just around the corner. We are hosting the President/Secretary shoot
and meeting on November 21-22nd, with the meeting being on the 227d at 1:00 pm. This is to set the 2021
Calendar. Next, we have been accepted as one of the sites for the NFAA Indoor National Virtual Target
Tournament on December 4-5-6. The following weekend December 12-13 we will be hosting the
Cornhusker Shootout. This will be a Pro/Am style tournament with a 360 NFAA round on Saturday and a
330 Fita round on Sunday. The board has been working hard on bringing new things to the club. We will
have more info on theses as they get closer.

WE have a work day (most likely will turn into a work weekend) on November 14t. We will be rebuilding all
the target butts, stands and putting up the trophy wall. We plan to start at 8:00am on that Saturday. Any
help will be appreciated.

Now that we know the Nebraska/lowa football game will be the Friday after Thanksgiving, the board has
decided to do a fun shoot/potluck and watch the game at the range. All club members are welcome to
attend.

On a house keeping note, please DO NOT turn the heat up higher than 68 degrees. Make sure that all lights
and ceilings fans are shut off, if you are the last one to leave. And please clean up after yourself.

Thank you all for being a member of Prairie Bowmen Archery Club!
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WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS

Our members have worked very hard +o

Monnica Praznik-Lodge
Penny Stephens

Reminder: Broadhead arrows are wot allowed
at our indoor ravage.




Secretary/Treasurer Report
by Chris Benson

The 10/21/2020 Board meeting was called to order at 7:00pm at the range.

Board members present were: Jim Tubbs, Danny Tubbs, Bob Larsen, Chad Morgan, Steve Woitaszewski, and Chris Benson.

Club members present were: John Filsinger, Patrick Sullivan and Harry Windle.

Minutes of the last meeting and Treasurer’s report were read and approved

Target: League has been averaging 7-9 shooters. The next league will start November 16t, & will be an NFAA 300 round lasting six
weeks.

Bowhunter: Danny would like to have some type of novelty shoot sometime before the end of the year. He'd like something different than
usual, maybe moving targets, etc.

Youth: Steve reported the next session of classes will start October 27t and will run through the end of the year. He believes around 20
shooters plan to participate. Next year's classes will start on: January 5t, March 9th, April 13t July 20t and October 26th.

Rangemaster: John brought up the subject of converting some of our fluorescent lights to LED. This would eliminate ballasts and save on
electricity. The board voted to try this in two or three of the fixtures.

There is a “work weekend” scheduled for November 14th and 15t. Some things that need to be done include numbering the shooting lanes
and rebuilding target butts.

Old Business: Jim and Harry installed one of the metal signs from the outdoor range on the south exterior wall of the indoor range.

There has been no further word regarding a USA Archery tournament at the range.

Jim is meeting with a couple of school NASP coaches regarding their use of our range for practice.

A Menards's charge card has been ordered to aid the Rangemaster in making purchases.

A “Trophy Wall” is planned on the south wall of the range. Steve and Brian plan to work on this during the scheduled work weekend next
month.

The Deer and Game expo scheduled for January at the Events Center is still being planned.
We are still working on overhead cameras for the range. It was decided we probably need two monitors.

It was moved and seconded to place an order for 3-D targets and inserts. Currently we don’t have enough for a bigger shoot, also some
are worn out. Some discussion was held regarding traveling to Wisconsin to pick them up to save shipping. Motion carried.

New Business:
The election results were revealed. The result was that the current officers for President, Bowhunter Rep., Youth Coordinator and
Secretary/Treasurer were all reelected for the next 2- year term.

Currently the upcoming tournaments scheduled for our club are still a go: President/Secretary Shoot November 21-22, NFAA Indoor
Nationals Virtual Target Tournament (we are approved) December 4-6, and our Cornhusker Shootout December 12-13.

We are still in discussions with Jeff Rawlinson from Game and Parks regarding some type of arrangement that might be made for our
members to use the G&P outdoor range.

A new member application was reviewed and approved for Penny Stephens.
The next meeting is scheduled for November 18t, 7:00pm at the range.
Respectfully submitted,

Chris Benson
Secretary/Treasurer

Keep your equipment safe and convenient at the
indoor range. Lockers available for only $50/year.
Contact Chris Benson (Secretary/Treasurer) for
more information.




Youth Education Report Tareget Rep Report
by Steve Woitaszewski by Chad Morgan
The winter archery class will start October 27 and run for Hope all are having a good and safe hunting season.
10 weeks ending on December 29. We will offer two ' '
classes every Tuesday night with the first class starting at No better way to keep up on your shooting skills then to shoot league.
6 PM and second class starting at 7:30 PM Cost of the With that being said we are starting new NFAA 300 league for 7
class is $35 for the full ten week class. All equipment is weeks with a shoot off on the last week. This league will start on
provided but if you have your own bring it. Monday November 16t at 7 pm and cost $5 per night.
Any questions give me a call at 402-450-3427. The 6PM You do not have to be a target shooter to shoot league,
class is the most popular.. Right now we have only three so we would encourage all levels to shoot and enjoy just shooting
signed up for the 7:30 class. league and not worry about the score.
Steve We will be having a work weekend on November 14t and 15 starting
at 8am both days to rebuild target and cleaning up the range to get

ready for the upcoming target shoots. All help would be appreciated!

The upcoming target shoots are: the
e  President/Secretary shoot on November 21st and 22nd
o NFAA Indoor Nationals Virtual Target Tournament on
December 4, 5t and 6t
o Cornhusker Shootout on December 12t and 13th

Spotlight

Josh Pflasterer

On the opening day of the Nebraska season, | was blessed with an opportunity at the buck of my dreams.

The day before season started, my buddy Micah and | switched gears from antelope hunting Western Nebraska to scouting for deer for opening day. That evening,
we only saw a few does and expectations were low for opening day of the Nebraska season. The following morning would be different however.

Micah and | decided to sit on two different glassing hills so we could cover more ground and potentially have higher odds of spotting a nice deer. | glassed for nearly
an hour before | even saw a deer, but the first one | saw was something I've only dreamed of. A giant, full velvet, non-typical whitetail. The biggest | had ever seen in
the wild! My heart was racing as soon as | saw him. | watched him and two other bucks bed next to a small creek and although it would have been perfect for a stalk,
| decided to wait it out and watch in case they decided to move once they got out of the shade of the trees as the sun rose. Shortly after they bedded, I noticed either
a dog, or a very dark coyote spooked a group of whitetail to the north. The deer all took off to the south and the 3 bedded bucks, including the giant, went with them.
| watched them go across the road and head back towards the creek to the south. They disappeared behind the thick cottonwoods in a place | knew we could get a
stalk in IF they were still there.

I met up with Micah and found out that he had seen a nice mule deer buck as well, but informed him of the giant whitetail | had watched walk into the trees with
around a dozen other deer. With the wind out of the North West, we made a game plan to come from a slight rise to the east of the group of trees to see if we could
lay eyes on them bedded in the thick cotton woods.

As we made the big loop around, we slowly crept up the slight rise to see several of the deer bedded next to some of the fallen cottonwoods. We couldn't see all of
the deer that | had watched walk in there, but the giant, mature buck was one of the furthest south deer, which was going to be the direction we had to come from to
get close based on the terrain and wind.

There was a perfect drainage that ran into the creek from the south east, just behind the rise to keep us out of sight. We circled all the way around to the drainage
and crawled into the dry creek bed where we were below sight of the bedded whitetails. With the wind in our face, and the giant being only 300 yards away, | knew
we might just have a chance at this Western Creek Bottom Monarch.

We slowly walked the creek bottom up to the fence line of the pastures and got eyes on the buck. | crept up the slight creek bank and could see the buck, now just
under 100 yards. (I'm trembling just typing this!) | came back down the slight creek bank and told Micah we would have to go under the pasture fence and slowly
creep North down the creek to get into some more fallen cottonwoods to have more cover to potentially get closer and increase our odds of potentially getting a
shot.

We went about 75 yards to the north and | could see that all of the deer were either bedded behind fallen cotton woods, or out of sight of us. All we had to do was
crawl about 100 yards around and we would be in position for a shot with our wind still being good and blowing back down towards the creek where we came from.
We slowly and quietly crawled to a nearby fallen cottonwood to re-evaluate the situation and figure out where we needed to be to be prepared for a shot. We had
only made it about 75 yards and almost as soon as we got to that first fallen cotton wood, all of the deer stood up. We froze on our bellies in the grass and didn’t
dare move. The first wave of deer came right past us in the open at less than 25 yards, feeding casually with no idea we were there. | was afraid there would be no
way for me to sit up and get drawn once the giant came through, even though he was the last deer coming down the line. The first 3 bucks and a doe came past and
never looked at us once. They continued to the North and ended up bedding a little over 100 yards away. The four other bucks (including the giant) started to work
their way through, feeding slowly. My heart was beating out of my chest, watching his velvet covered antlers backlit with the sun was a sight | knew | would never



forget, no matter what would come from this situation. The amount of adrenaline rushing through my body was insane. | thought to myself at that moment, if he steps
through this shooting lane at 25 yards like the other deer did, that it would be a tough shot, simply because of how much | was trembling and shaking from such an
incredible experience. Out of no where, this group of bucks started to bed down next to a few fallen cottonwoods, one by one, with all of them being less than 40
yards away.

Micah and | collected ourselves and began to visualize the situation and what we were expecting to happen. The giant was bedded furthest to our left at 35 yards,
and if he walked to our right like the other deer did, we would surely get a shot.

Over the next 4 hours, the giant buck stood up 5 times. Each time he would start to stand up, | would rise to my knees, hook my release on my string, and get
prepared for a shot as Micah was filming right by my side. Each time, he would stand for roughly 1-2 minutes, feeding lightly with his head behind the log blocking
his view completely from us for the draw. Each time, he was too close to the log, and | could only see the top half of his body which did not provide a safe and ethical
shot.

On the 6th time he stood up, one of the bucks came and walked right towards us, and bedded only 25 yards away directly on the other side of the log with his rack
perfectly blocking my first shooting lane. The giant slowly worked his way into that shooting lane and | hesitated to draw with the other buck there as it just didn’t
offer a good ethical shot. Once the giant took another few step to the right, only a smaller branch off of the fallen log was blocking his vitals. | knew with only a few
more steps | would have a clean shot at the buck of my dreams. | drew back, shaking, but undetected, and waited patiently as he slowly fed to our right. He stood
behind that small branch for what seemed like eternity, and | almost decided to let down before he took another step to the right. At this moment, the branch was
higher and | had a clear shot underneath of it into the killzone. | settled my pin and slowly pulled through my release and the arrow hit exactly where my pin was,
missing the branch by only a mere inch or two. | could tell as he ran off that the arrow hit slightly further back than | wanted, and he was quartering towards more
than | thought. At this point the deer had no idea what had just happened as the others all just stood up out of their bed. We stood up instantly and ranged the giant
at 64 yards as he was stopped and looking back at the other bucks wondering what had just happened. | loaded another arrow and made the follow up shot which
hit high at the base of the ribs coming off the spinal column. We watched him go nearly 400 yards from us and lost sight of him on the edge of the trees as he
seemed to disappear in a slight dip. We thought then that the deer had bedded there, at least, that was our hope.

We went to the arrow where | first shot him and instantly found dark blood (liver) and then guts. | was sick. | knew this deer would die from the hit, but | most
definitely didn’t want him to suffer and certainly didn’t want him to run off with the other deer. We slowly walked along where we watched him go, following a
surprisingly good amount of blood for about 200 yards. We decided to stop and wait and see if we could lay eyes on him. We didn’t want to bump him, but | felt the
need to put another arrow in him if possible. As we waited and glassed into the trees. Micah found a chunk, yes a CHUNK of lung on the blood trail that had fallen
out from either the entry or exit hole from the first hit. A sigh of relief to me, yet | knew that there was still a chance that this deer could still be alive.

We slowly continued across the pasture towards where we last saw him. When we got to roughly 50 yards, | could see him, his back down hill, and sprawled out like
he was dead. | know how incredibly tough these animals can be so | continued to slowly work my way in to roughly 30 yards. | could see through my binoculars that
he wasn't breathing, and that he was indeed, done. Micah and | both believed where we last saw him “bed” he had actually fallen and died right there within a minute
or two of the follow up shot. When we walked up on the deer | was simply speechless. Not only was | in disbelief of what had just happened but of what such an
incredible animal this was. A wise, old, mature whitetail that had survived in this rugged land since | was likely only 15 years old. My biggest whitetail ever with 19
total scorable points.

A true dream come true. This is something I've had envisioned in my head ever since | was a little kid, flinging arrows around my parents farmyard with my
homemade PVC pipe bow. I'm still speechless, and grateful beyond belief. To see a deer of this caliber is amazing. To be able to fill my tag on him with one of my
lifelong best friends by my side is something that will stick with me for the rest of my life. | hope you enjoy the story and hunt for this magnificent deer, and | hope
you too get to experience a hunt like this some day.

Watch the video of the hunt here )))

> https://youtu.be/DwjD8L5zY9g



https://youtu.be/DwjD8L5zY9g
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 é 7
JOAD @ 6:00-7:00pm RAC 300
and 7:30-8:30pm
(Ranged closed 5:30-9pm)
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
RAC 300 JOAD @ 6:00-7:00pm CSA USA Archery 300
and 7:30-8:30pm
(Ranged closed 5:30-9pm) Work Day
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
TCA Harvester Indoor | Target League @ 7:00pm | JOAD @ 6:00-7:00pm Presidents/Secretaries
600 (Range closed @ 6:30pm) | and 7:30-8:30pm Shoot
(Ranged closed 5:30-9pm)
Work Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Presidents/Secretaries | Target League @ 7:00pm | JOAD @ 6:00-7:00pm vty
Shoot and Meeting (Range closed @ 6:30pm) | and 7:30-8:30pm PRV
(Ranged closed 5:30-9pm) \
29 30
Target League @ 7:00pm

(Range closed @ 6:30pm)

Items in yellow are Prairie Bowmen events




