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STATE OF KANSAS

PHONE: (785) 296-3232
GOVERNOR.KANSAS.GOV

CariToL BUuiLDING, Room 241 SouTH
Toreka, KS 66612

GOVERNOR LAURA KELLY

October 5, 2019

On behalf of the State of Kansas, I welcome you to the Durga Puja festivities here in Lawrence,
Kansas. Events such as these are a reminder of the significance of tradition and celebrations in
our lives. We recognize the vital role the Hindu culture plays in our community, and the value
and positive impact of the Hindu people.

Durga Puja is a wonderful holiday full of vibrant energy, art and heritage. It is a time to celebrate
the customs and origins that tell stories of where we’ve come from, and guide our lives. From
West Bengal to Wichita, Hindus around the world are surrounded by friends and family to pay
homage to the Goddess Durga.

This festival recognizes the victory of good over evil. Every day we must overcome obstacles in
our own lives and fight for what we know to be good. Coming together as Kansans, I know that
we can work to make all of our communities healthy, safe, inclusive, educated, loving and
strong.

I hope that this Durga Puja leaves everyone feeling rejuvenated and whole. I wish you joy in
your festivities, and am honored to represent you all as Governor of Kansas.

Respectfully,

Lo G.ll

Laura Kelly

Governor of Kansas



Editor's column:

On behalf of Lawrenceutsav, I would like to welcome everyone in and outside of
Kansas to celebrate Durga puja this year in Lawrence. We have a 3-day event with
lots of cultural, and social activities including cooking of authenticated ethnic
foods.

We are a non-profit organization with limited resources. But I feel pride in saying
that every member of our community shared his/her time be a part of the
celebration and some members have donated more money above subscription o
fulfill the cost.

Thanks to all the advertisers and donors/patrons who have supported us financially
or otherwise to make this puja happen this year.

Thanks to all the committee members and volunteers in different areas who have
helped us tremendously and without their help and support we could not have
celebrated this event.

At the last, T would like o mention that please forgive/ignore all the small
shortcomings you may experience while you are enjoying the puja everyday with
your family and friends, please do not make a big deal out of it., rather Please help
us in maintaining a civil environment. As a small community we are all experiencing a
tough time, but we are trying our best to give you the finest puja this year.

Wish you all a very happy Vijaya/Dusserah/Navaratri

Ranu Pal
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Swami Vivekananda - The Great Harmonizer

Ananda Bhattacharyya (submitted in 2016)

In his characteristic way Swami

Vivekananda harmonized the TZﬁZfZ:,m
three  schools of Vedanta IF you win Yfou
philosophy, namely. Non-dualistic, /s may Lead,
also called Monistic, Qualified . If you loose,
Non-dualistic ~ and  Dualistic . You may Guide"
theories. First, the main points and -Swami

the differences of these three Vivekanand
schools of thoughts are stated.
These schools of thoughts were
developed by saints and philosophers who lived at different periods of history.
They based their theories on their scholarly interpretations of the philosophical
contents of what Upanishads declared about the relationships among three
crucial entities - God (Brahman), individual soul or self (jivatman, often called
atman) and universe (jagat). The following paragraphs briefly describe the three
schools of thoughts and their subtle differences.

The Dualistic Theory (Dvaitabad): This theory was advanced by a thirteenth
century philosopher, Madhwa. According to this theory, all three entities are
discrete from one another. Brahman is distinct from atman. One individual soul is
separate from another individual soul. Brahman and atman are distinct from the
universe. In the material world, parts are different from one another. Both the
knower and the object of knowledge are real. So the world is real, because, it is
perceived as real. The material world and all its material contents are
impermanent, but, that does not make the world unreal.

According to Madhwa, Brahman is the creator and the supreme ruler of the
universe. He is infinitely powerful, fair and merciful. God has humanlike qualities,
but infinitely superior to a human being. Man is the servant of God. God is love.
He can be prayed to and loved. God in turn listens and responds to the prayer.
Individual soul goes through many cycles of reincarnation. It attains salvation
(moksha) only through devotion and total surrender to God and through His
mercy. At this stage it stays in eternal bliss as individual entity in God’s heavenly
abode, Vaikuntha. The souls, who lack the morality and devotion to the Lord, are
destined for eternal damnation. Madhwa’s theory has some closeness with
Christian thoughts. Some scholars believe, it was possible that he was influenced
by some Christian missionaries who arrived in India about that time.

Qualified Non-dualistic Theory (Visista Advaitabad): This theory was
proposed by eleventh century monk and philosopher Ramanuja. According to
him, God is the creator and the first cause and the final cause of the universe.
The universe and all matters come from God. Ramanuja based his theory from



Upanishad, which says, “Just as a spider spins a thread out of his own body and
makes a web, God created this universe out of His own body. (Mundaka
Upanishad)” The universe is the body of Brahman. Brahman is the supreme soul
of that body. Individual souls exist as the innumerable life cells of that cosmic
body. Like Madhwa, Ramanuja accepted Brahman as eternal, personal God
(Vishnu) and a repository of all blessed qualities. The path of devotion
culminating in complete self surrender to God is absolutely necessary to attain
salvation. Ramanuja’s theory stipulates that though individual souls differ from
one another, they have the essential nature of Brahman (Satyam-Jnanam-
Anantam). Therefore, individual soul cannot be eternally damned. Both Brahman
and the material world are real and separate entities, just as an embodied soul is
a separate entity from the body. Brahman, as the supreme soul of His creation is
the lord and the ruler of the cosmic process.

Non-dualistic Theory (Advaitabad): This theory was propounded by eighth
century saint and philosopher Shankara. The spirit of Shankara’s philosophy is:

e Brahman is the absolute existence, consciousness and bliss (Sat-Chid-
Ananda). Brahman is the absolute reality, because He is changeless and
has no beginning and no end.

e The material world is not real because it is constantly changing. According
to this theory absolute reality implies permanent existence. To an
illumined mind Brahman is the only reality.

e Brahman (Paramatman) and the individual self (atman) are one. Atman is
the individual consciousness and that is the reality behind all our
experiences. The objects of our experiences are not real. Knower is real.
Known is not. Every object of knowledge, every object of experience is
subject to change. Therefore, it can not be real.

According to Shankara, knowledge is self-luminous. It illumines the object of
knowledge. Knowledge is pure consciousness. It is absolute. It is atman, the light
itself. Maya is the power of superimposition. Because we are under the spell of
this mysterious power, the material world seems so real to us. Names and forms
are just illusions, nothing more. Maya is equated with ignorance. Because of our
ignorance we think that the world is real. Individual self, when united with maya,
becomes ego. If we can enlighten ourselves through pure thinking and gaining
right knowledge through the path of knowledge (Jnana Yoga) we can remove our
ego, and then only we can be self-realized persons. To a self-realized person,
world is merely a projection of Brahman. In essence, God, individual souls and
the universe are one, not separate entities.

Swami Vivekananda used his great harmonizing skill to tie these three Vedantic
thoughts together. He stressed the common element in these theories. He
pointed out that they all believed in God. In Swamiji’s mind these theories are
not contradictory. Actually, they are complementary. It depends on different
grades of spiritual experience of the people. People are at the different steps of
spiritual ladder. To those who are at the low end of the ladder, Dualistic theory



makes perfect sense. They follow the path of devotion. They worship forms and
names (gods and goddesses) to outpour their devotion. Devotion to God (Bhakii
Yoga) is their chosen way to love and surrender to God. Qualified Non-Dualistic
theory makes sense for those who are at the higher level of spiritual ladder.
Through meditation (Dhyana Yoga) and devotion and total surrender to God
(Bhakti Yoga) they can identify atman with Brahman. Non-Dualistic theory is the
highest order of Vedanta philosophy. Non-Dualists are people who attain the
highest step of spiritual ladder. The steepest path of knowledge (Jnana Yoga) is
their highest ideal. They see in all beings oneness with Brahman.

Here is a short passage in Swamiji’'s own writings on this subject, “As society
exists at the present time, all these three stages are necessary; the one does not
deny the other, one is simply the fulfilment of other. The Advaitist or the Qualified
Advaitist does not say that dualism is wrong; it is the right view, but a lower one.
It is on the way to truth; therefore, let everybody work out his own vision of this
universe according to his own ideas. Injure none, deny the position of none. Take
man where he stands, and, if you can, lend him a helping hand and put him on a
higher platform.”

References:
The Spiritual Heritage of India by Swami Prabhavananda
Jnana Yoga by Swami Vivekananda

Aruna Chaudhari
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Wish you all Subho Bijaya
From Pal and Sambataro Family (Dhananjay, Ranu, Arijit,
Arundhati, Joey, Hiran and Aryana), October 2019

%

Bijoya
Dashami

=

. R

BEST WISHES AND SEASONS' GREETINGS FROM ANUKAR
CHARITABLE AND GHOSE FAMILY

S ~—— )



Maa

Subhamay Pramanik and Sandeep Kaur

Kali Maa

Lakshmi Maa

Ishwar ka avtar hai Maa,
Maa ke bina bitay na koi sama,
Beti, behan, ardhangini hai Maa,
Dus Bhujao ki Shakti se bani ye Durga Maa,
Bachon ke chanchal mann mae,

Vidya ka samarpan karati hai ye Saraswati Maa,
Hamara bhavishya ujjwal krnay ke liyay,
Dhan ko sambhal k rakhti hai ye Lakshmi Maa,
Kokh se jeevan br tk,

Kasto se ladne ki himmat deti hai ye Kali Maa,
Ishwar ka avtar hai Maa,

Maa k bina bitay na koi sama...


https://www.google.co.in/search?q=Ishwar+ke+avtar+hai+Maa&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjep4nx0YfkAhVIPawKHYlhDfYQBQguKAA
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Wish you all Happy Vijaya 2019
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Journey of an Indian Scientist

30 years before to The Antarctic Continent

Ashis Kumar Hazra Ph.D., D.Sc., FZS(Cal)

Emeritus Scientist, Zoological Survey of india, Kolkata.
1st Z.S.I. Scientist to Antarctic Expedition

INTRODUCTION

Antarctica, vast, barren and inhospitable continent, has remained largely unexploited till
beginning of this largest continent, the population is only 800 or so during winter and about
2000 during brief busy summer months. The problems as faced by modern expedition
members continue to be almost the same as faced by explorers 80years ago. lts
environment remains hostile. There are extreme cold, long periods of light and darkness,
restricted activity and social deprivation.

Among the ancient
Greeks, Pythagoras
and Aristotle in
particular, argued that
the Earth’s is a sphere.
This concept slowly
and slowly led to the
evolution to the notion
of the evolution of the
existence of Terra
Australis or the
southern landmass to
balance the known
northern world. That
the Earth is spherical is
proved through part of
the earth and it goes
without saying that the
myth of Terra

Australis still persists. -ygr

In the meantime by
the wind of nineteenth
century, Antarctica
was mapped, though,
unfortunately, we yet
knew very little about
it.

As per the broadly
accepted theory and
evolution process,

Antarctica was part of "

the supercontinent
Pangaea covering
most of the earth’s
land surface. After the

Gy - cos T

i) ot

Hazra with meteorologists who would release weather
balloons every hour to predict storms and alert

Due to a superstition, passengers of a ship crossing
the Equator were to enact a play seeking permission
from the sea kina and aueen



break up to Pangaea about220 million years ago, Antarctica became the part of the southern
section Gondwana. Further evolution process resulted in the fragmentation of Gondwana
over 200 million years.

Today this land continent has an area of 7 sq. km without ice cap and 14 sq. km with the
icecap. Roughly circular it has a diameter of about 4500 km and is the 5th largest continent
larger than Europe and Australia.

Ship that breaks ice

Back in the day, during a ZSI meeting, | had proposed that our department send a team to
Antarctica. Our Director loved the idea but everyone else backed out at the thought of
actually going there. So | was
chosen to do the job.

The Indian expedition had 81
people — scientists, members of
the army, navy, air force and
doctors. We set sail from Goa and
headed  southwest on the
Thuleland, a Swedish ship that
was so huge it would 36000 metric =
tonnes capacity

As we crossed the 51st parallel
south latitude, we  started '
encountering what looked like Thuleland, the Swedish icebreaker, veers
sheets or boulders of ice on the it’s way through icebergs.

water. Sometimes we could

witness the water turning into ice

and approaching the ship! While it looked harmless, nine times of what was visible lay
hidden underwater and we had to dodge it, lest we did a Titanic.

When the ice got too much to dodge, our ship would deploy machines to break the ice and
push its way through. But when the icebreaker could move no further, our air force pilots
brought out our Mi8 helicopters and flew our team to mainland Antarctica.

Centre lost under snow

Antarctica is abundant in minerals like coal, gold and oil and so many countries want to claim
it as their own. So an Antarctic Treaty was formulated in 1959 in which member countries
agreed that it would be no man’s land. However they are free to go over and conduct
peaceful and eco-friendly scientific research.

When India reached the continent in the early 80s, they built an ad hoc research centre near
the eastern shore and called it Dakshin Gangotri. But within few years of our stay there, it
got drowned in snow and we had to move into a new station — Maitri in East Antartica — in
a rocky part of the continent that continues to be used.

Drinking molten lake water

On paper, Antarctic summer means sunlight even at night, but in reality the sun shone bright
just once or twice a week. The rest of the time it was stormy, with low light.

Blizzards, at speeds of up to 200kph, were common. They would make our huts tremble and
leave so much snow around us that we would have to shovel our way out of our huts every
morning. But this snow would not fall from the sky like rain. It doesn’t rain in Antarctica. The
blizzards lift loose snow or ice from the ground and blow it around.



When we reached the continent, the temperature was -2°, although up to -89° has been
recorded there. Humidity would sometimes slip even below 2 per cent and oxygen level was
low as there are no plants to create any.

We lived in prefabricated huts, where the ground floor was our lab and first floor was the
living area for three or four of us. We ate packed food, drank water melted from an adjacent
lake (that we named Priyadarshini after Prime Minister Indira Gandhi) and were flown to the
ship once a fortnight for a bath.

The ship kept sailing in the vicinity for the months that we did our work and since the
choppers had no helipads to land on the ice, we would climb in and out using ladders
dropped down.

Protective papa penguins

We had a lot of zoology work to cover on the trip but everything depended on our colleagues
from the meteorology department. They would release weather balloons every hour to
predict storms and we
would have to plan our
excursions accordingly.

Since the land has snow
whichever way you look,
one has no visual
reference to navigate.
This is a condition called
“‘whiteout”. To help us
find our way, we would
plant “colour sticks” for
up to 4km outside our
centre. And if we needed
to cover an extra mile
tomorrow, we would
have to go today and
plant extra sticks.

Idian ship THULEND eached inAntarctica
forearound; two emperor penquins

On the work front we got to study plant and animal life. We found moss, mites, nematodes
and springtails and are still studying how they adapt to the inhospitable conditions. We
studied albatross, huge birds with wingspans of 12ft, and skuas, predatory birds with
webbed feet. They do not have perching claws like birds in Calcutta as there are no trees in
Antarctica for them to perch on. Rather, they have webbed feet that lets them swim and eat
krills, a shrimp-like creature that supports most of the food chain on the continent.

The most fascinating birds were the emperor penguins. These are the largest penguins —
about 5ft in height and over 30kg in weight — and are the only birds that lay eggs in winter.

A female lays a single egg in April, hands it over to her mate and heads to the ocean. She
feeds there for the next four months while the male incubates the egg in a pouch above his
feet. He stands still and goes without food; and in case of strong blizzards, huddles with
other males to protect their eggs.

The females return in August when the eggs hatch. Penguin colonies have lakhs of them
living together but a couple recognises each another by their distinct voice calls.



The male now transfers the chick to the mother’s feet and heads to the sea to feed. The
mother regurgitates part of what she
has eaten all winter and feeds the
fledgling. Penguins mate for life and
the couples will continue this cycle
every year.

As per the Antarctic Treaty we aren’t
allowed to take any live animals out of
the continent but | brought back a
penguin chick that had died, a spoilt
penguin egg.... They are on display at
the ZSI museum in New Alipore and
the Indian Museum.

Death & disease

One of our team-mates got
appendicitis but the doctors were not
worried. Antarctica is too cold even for
bacteria so they removed his appendix
without any fear of infection.

P Sl

Hazra with teammate Sudipta Sengupta

Before heading out on this trip we
underwent intense training. We were
made to sign a government bond and
told in unambiguous terms that there was a 50-50 chance of survival in Antarctica. Little did
we know that four of us would, indeed, not be returning home.

On January 8, three scientists & a naval officer were found dead in a tent they had erected
for research 70km ( Hmboult Mountain Range ) from our Base camp . It was probably due
to carbon monoxide poisoning from a generator they kept in their tent to run a heater. They
knew generators weren’t allowed in tents but perhaps the cold was unbearable.

We were very upset, as were the Russians who came down from their station to offer
condolences (with the help of dictionaries).

Usually bodies of those who die in Antarctica are left there as a lasting tribute but we wanted
to send our friends home. We kept the bodies in coffins and a month later a Russian plane
would carry them back.

But so punishing was the weather that when the plane arrived, we couldn’t find the coffins
under the snow! We had to get a bulldozer to do the job.

Antarctica holds 90 per cent of the earth’s ice. This is why global warming is such a concern.
If all that ice melts, imagine how much the sea level would rise and how much of the rest of
the world would get submerged.

The place is pollution-free but ironically the ozone layer above it has got a hole. We can
draw political boundaries across the earth but pollution does not abide by it. People in
Europe and Asia could be using excessive air-conditioners and fridges but the effect is
showing in the South Pole.

Acknowledgement : | am thankful to Brinda Sarkar of The Telegraphs for helping me in
writing the manuscript.
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Wish you all Happy Dussehra

. MaJaben Shoshurbadi..
. Shonge Debo Mishtir Haari..
" Bolbo Maake Boron Kore..
Esho Make Abar Taratari...
Jani Ashche Bochhor Abar Hobe.,
Tao Je Mon Shoena Deri..

-Subho
Bijoya

From: Rachel, Surojit, Debjani, Tripti and
Debabrata Bhaduri, 2019
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From our home to yours.

Have a blessed Durga Puja!

From: Aveek, Minati and Animesh, 2019

Subho Vijaya
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On this auspicious occas ion. may the
colour, bliss and beauty of this festival
be with you throughout the year!

From: Gouri and Subrata, 2019




THE LIFE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA IN AMERICA
Ashim Mitra

Throughout the ages great personalities have
landed on the shores of this new continent, and left
their footprints behind. Some of them influenced art
and literature, some science and education. However
Swami Vivekananda touched the very soul of the
American people. He charmed audiences with his
magical oratory and left an indelible mark on
America's spiritual development.

been told many times in many different ways. It is the s :
story of a destitute, unknown monk from an unrecognized organization representing an impoverished
nation. To understand and appreciate it fully we have to retrace our steps back in time.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Dev, guru of Vivekananda passed away in the summer of 1886. It
was a difficult time for his disciples. Vivekananda felt the intense agony of separation from his guru.
With 15 other disciples he moved to a dilapidate house in Baranagar from Cossipore and took the vow
of sannyas. They underwent a lot of religious practices including deep meditation there. At that time
they had no thought of whether the world even existed or not. He wanted to lose himself in silent
meditation, but the mundane duties of life brought him back. He realized that he was not meant to live
the life of a recluse struggling for personal salvation. He heard the inner call for a greater mission as
envisioned by his guru.

, Swamiji embarked on a long journey to explore and discover India. He travelled from the Himalayas to
Kanyakumari as a Parivrajak.

From the Himalayas to Kanyakumari: During his travel Swami
Vivekananda was deeply moved to see the appealing poverty of the
masses. He was the first religious leader in India to understand and openly
declare that the real cause of India's downfall was the neglect of the masses.

During the course of his wanderings he heard about the Worlds Parliament
of Religion to be held in Chicago. His friends and admirers wanted him to attend
the Parliament. In the last lap of his pilgrimage across India he came to
Kanyakumari. He swam through the shark infested water to what is now called
Vivekananda Rock. As he sat on the rock he meditated deeply on India- her
past, present, and future. After three days of meditation he took the momentous
decision to go to the west, to raise money for the upliftment of India.

He also had a vision. He saw Sri Ramakrishna walking into ocean and

beckoning for him.to follow. Earlier he had written a letter to Maa Sarada asking for her blessings. At last he
received her response. He asked his followers to collect money for the journey. He was also helped by the
Maharaja of Mysore, the Raja of Ramnad, and the Raja of Khetri. On 31* May, 1893 he sailed for America
from Mumbai (Bombay then) via Colombo, Tokyo, and Vancouver. On the train journey from Vancouver to
Chicago he encountered Miss Katherine Abbot Sanborn. Very much impressed by his personality and
appearance, she gave himher card and invited him to be a guest in her house in Massachusetts.

Early days in Chicago: Swamiji arrived in Chicago on 30" July 1893. After his arrival he learned that the
Parliament of Religion was to be held couple of months later in September. He also did not have the
necessary paperwork including a letter of introduction that was needed to register for the event. Not just that,
the date for registration had also already passed.

There was therefore no chance that Swamiji could be allowed to speak at the event. Now only after a few



days in Chicago, Swamiji realized that he was running out of money. He then remembered that a lady by the
name Katherine Abbott Sanborn who had offered him help should he need any. Katherine Abbott Sanborn
lived in Boston, Massachussetts. Swamiji decided to leave Chicago for Boston.

Miss Katherine Abbott Sanborn

His acquaintance with Miss. Katherine Abbott Sanborn was instrumental in
his entry to the Parliament of Religions. On August 1893 Swamiji reached
Boston. Kate Sanborn wrote in her memoirs. Katharine Abbot Sanborn was
a poet, teacher, lecturer above all a humanist.
She was not only his hostess in those early
days, she was also instrumental in introducing
him to Professor Wright and other men and
women of influence.

Professor J.H. Wright: Professor J.H. Wright a
professor of Greek at Harvard University
encouraged Swamiji to introduce Hinduism in the
Parliament of Religions. He wrote about Swamiji to a number of important
people connected with the parliament. Prof Wright not only gave Swamiji a
letter of introduction, he also bought his tickets to Chicago.

Return to Chicago: Swamiji reached to Chicago on 9" September. To his

dismay he found that he has lost the letter of introduction and the address of the committee. Tired and
hungry he spent the night in an empty boxcar.

Next morning, forgetting that he was in a foreign country, he went begging for food as was the century
old tradition of the Hindu monks. People saw his rumpled clothes, travel worn appearance and slammed
their doors in his face. Exhausted and resigning himself to the will of the almighty, he sat down on the
roadside curb.

He thought of fighting back against all the odds. He also knew that no great things were ever done without great
labor. He submitted to the lord completely. Mrs. Hale, an
influential lady living in the opposite house saw him and
asked, “Sir are you the Parliament of Religions?”Swamiji,
childlike as always poured out all his troubles.

'l have lost everything in the train .| have no credentials and
;| do not know where to go”.

“l am tired and totally lost. Mrs. Hale invited him in her house,
. ¥ & oave him hot breakfast and saw to his immediate needs.
Swami Vivekananda Chicago Speech Later she took him to the office of the parliament of religion
and introduced himto Dr. Barrows the President of the
Parliament. Swamiji never forgot the kindness and courtesy of Mrs. Hale. He became a part of the
family until his death in 1902.

Speech at the Parliament of Religion
The parliament of religion was an

adjunct to the world Columbian exposition
which was held in Chicago in 1893 to
celebrate the 400™ anniversary of the
discovery of America by Christopher
Columbus. The first session of the
parliament was held on Monday
September 11 in the spacious hall of the % -
Art Institute. It opened with a prayer after which the delegates were mtroduced one by one. They read
their prepared speeches. Swamiji had not prepared a speech for the occasion and he had never
addressed a public gathering before. He kept postponing the speech. In the afternoon when he could no




longer put off his turn he stood up, inwardly bowed down to Devi S ara swati and began to speak.

“Sisters and brothers of America”

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response to the warm and cordial welcome which you have
given us. | thank you in the name of most ancient orders of monks in the world. | thank you in the name of
the mother of religions; | thank you in the names of millions and millions of Hindu people of all classes and
sect.

Orient, have told you that these men from far-off nations may well claifijf the honor of bearing to different
lands of idea of toleration. | am proud to belong to a religion who has taught the world both tolerance and
universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration but we accept all religions as true. The
present convention, which is one of most august assemblies ever held, is in itself a vindication, a declaration
to the world, of the wonderful doctrine preached in Gita: Whosoever comes to me, through whatsoever form,
| reach him; all men are struggling through paths which in the end lead to Me. Sectarianism, bigotry and its
horrible descendant, fanaticism, have long possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the earth with
violence, drenched it often and often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nation to
despair. Had it not been for these horrible demons, human society would be far more advanced than it is
now. But their time has come and | fervently hope that the bell that tolled this morning in honor of this
convention may be the death-knell of all fanatism, of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen and of all
charitable feelings between persons wending their way to the same goals.”

“ Many thanks also to some of the speakers on this platform who, referring to the delegates from the

I am a Hindu and | am sitting in my own little well and thinking that the whole world is my little well. The Christian sitsin
his little well and thinks that whole world is hiswell. The Mohammedan sitsinhislittle well and thinksthat thisis the
whole world. 1 have to thank you of America for the great attempt you are making to break down the barriers of
this little world of ours, and hope that, in the future, the lord will help you to accomplish of your purpose.

From an Unknown Monk to Celebrity: Swami Vivekananda shook not only America but the whole world
with his speech. New York Herald wrote, "After hearing his speech it seems that sending religious propagators to
a country like India, highly eminent in the field of religion, is but sheer stupidity." Harriet Monroe, an editor and
poet, who was present at the Parliament, later wrote in her autobiography, "Swami Vivekananda stole the whole
showand captured the town.

His personality, his voice, the fervor of his feelings, the beauty of his message to the western world
gave us a rare and perfect moment of supreme; emotion. It was a human eloquence at its highest
pitch. Following his success in the Parliament of religions Swamiji continued delivering lectures
on Hindu philosophy. He traveled to various parts of the United States including Madison,
Minneapolis, Des Moines, Detroit and Boston. In November 1894 he established the Vedanta
Societyin New York. Swamiji preached the gospel of the unity ofreligion and scattered the seeds of
purity, knowledge and faith. His message to the world was:

"Assimilation and not destruction; harmony and peace; of dissention"

He told his disciples in Calcutta, "America is where the feeling of brotherhood has been developed. An
American meets you for five minutes on board a train and you are his friend. The next moment he
invites you as a guest to his house and opens his whole home to you."

Swamiji returned to India after spending more than three years in the United States in January
1897 to establish the Ramkrishna Mission and carry on the work that his guru had bestowed on.

Edited by Ranu Pal
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Editorial Board for Lawrenceutsav 2019 Fall Festival Magazine
Ranu Pal and Dhananjay Pal

Front cover page designed by Debraj Banerjee

Published by:

Lawrenceutsav

2204 Riviera Dr, Lawrence, KS 66047

Disclaimer:

The editorial board of this fall festival magazine and the members of the
Lawrenceutsav organization will not be held responsible, in way, now or in the future,
for the accuracy and authenticity of any article or material published in the
magazine. The contents published are the opinions of the authors. If you have any
query regarding any published material, you may contact the author directly. The
Lawrenceutsav will not publish any comments, regarding the individual.

Fall festival/MSDP organizing committee:

Sanjay Mishra, Dhananjay Pal, Ranjan Barua, Apurba Datta, Ranu Pal, Anju Mishra,
Pradip Maity and Avipsha Maity

Lawrenceutsav web-site design and maintenance: Sujata Mallik

Facebook maintenance: Avipsha Maity and Amritangshu Chakrabarty



List of volunteers for Sondesh:
Dolly Ganguly-50

Suvra Mullick-50

Tripti Bhaduri-50

Gouri Choudhury-50

Debjani Roy Choudhury-50

Era Kole (Dasami puja)-30
Sonali Choudhury-40

List of volunteers for Chutney :
Aruna Chaudari-for 30 people
Aditi Dasgupta for 40 people
Minati Dhar-for 45 people
Sarmistha Banerjee-for 45 people
Dipali Pal-for 45 people

Era Kole-for 30 people

Jayashri Saha-for 30 people
Konika Pal-30 people

. Ranu Pal-40 people

List of volunteers for Misti Doi :
Ranu Pal-(2 tray)

Anju Mishra-(2 tray)

Usha saha-(2 tray)

Avipsha Maity- (1 tray)

Sipra Ghosh (1 tray)

Pally Barua (1 tray)
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List of volunteers for Nadu:

Seebalee Manna-50

Ranu Pal-50

Atasi roy-40

Jhunu Thapa-35

Pally Barua-35

Mita Nag-50
7. Abha Surana-50

Volunteers for Poori preparation:
1. Ranu Pal

Anju Mishra

Jhunu Thapa

Bina Tembulkar

Subhamay Pramanik

6. Sandeep Kaur

Volunteers for Khichuri preparation:
1. Ranu Pal
2. Anju Mishra
3. Subha Datta
4. Patrica Sabarwal
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Different Committees:

Idol transportation: Pradip Maity, Dhananjay Pal, Sanjay Mishra, Apurba
Dutta,_Ranjan Barua, Subhamay Pramanik, Subhajit Koley,and Satya Mandal
Puja preparation, execution: Debabrata Bhaduri, Subhra Mallik, Dolly
Ganguly,Amrintangshu Chakrabarty, Mou Chakrabarty, Ranu Pal

Chandi Path: Ranjit Ganguly

Prasad distribution: Sweta Chakrabarti, Aditi Das Gupta, and Dinah Dutta

Artist transportation: Prem Thapa , Uday Tembulkar, Priya Mishra

Artist assistance: Amitabh Choudhuri, Soumen Paul, Debshankar Mukhopadhyay
Event Coordinator: Anju Mishra

Venue Preparation: Sangeeta Garg, Krishna Sharma, Anju Mishra, Patrica Sabarwal,
Sangeeta Joshi

Photo Booth maintenance: Shubhra Sharma, Aruna Chawdhary

Decoration: Patrica Sabarwal, Anju Mishra, Avipsha Maity, Sangeeta Garg

Puja flier: Samalee Banerjee

Khichuri: Ranu Pal, Anju Mishra Patrica Sabarwal, Shubha Datta

Beguni: Dhananjay Pal

Poori: Ranu Pal, Anju Mishra, Dhananjay Pal, Sandeep Kaur, Subhamay Pramanik
Food Serving: Aarthi Ramprasad, Prajna Dhar, Suvajit Koley, Mahasweta Banerjee
Tea/Coffee/Water and drinks: Ranjan Barua, Prajna Dhar

Pizza order: Pally Barua, Sandeep Kaur

Fund raising: Sanjay Mishra, Ranu Pal , Dhananjay Pal

Magazine: Ranu Pal, Dhananjay Pal

Emergency Medical Personnel: Sanjeev Kumar, MD.

Front Desk (tickets, entry): Apurba Datta, Suman Mallik, Amit Singhal, Sriram
Natarajan

Help anywhere: Sanjay Mishra, Subhamay Pramanik, Suvajit Koley, Apurba
Bhattarai, Punam Rawal

BHOG: Mahasweta Banerjee

Website: Sujata Mallik

Face Book: Avipsha Maity, Amritangshu Chakrabarty



Mipscr

Serving the Life Science community since 1983
www.midsci.com
800-227-9997

9054 Metcalf Avenue, Overland park, KS 66212; Ph: 913-901-8700

Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Saturday: 11.00 AM-8.00 PM,
Sunday-11.00 AM-6.00 PM:  All puja items are available.

Now available Chat Express


http://www.midsci.com/
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“We work hard
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gwner, Miles Schnaer

Thanks for votingme.a | s 0N

S\ “Best of Lawrence” Realtor!

Holly Garber
American Dream Realty

785. 979.7325
HOLLY GARBER - Your High Energy Realtor!

3430 lowa Street
Lawrence, KS 66046

CROWNAUTOMOTIVE.COM

(785) 843-7700 WE'RE JUST GETTING STARTED




PHONE: 620-396-8221
FAX: 620-396-8402

CBW BANK
WISHES YOU A

HAPPY FESTIVE
SEASON!
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http://www.cbwbank.com/
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