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“Dallas County was enriched by foreign born immigrants.” 
— Gottlieb Schoellkopf 

 

Summary 
 
The above quote comes from a Dallas County immigrant 
in the 19th century, Gottlieb Schoellkopf. He and his family 
came from Germany and built a successful saddlery 
business.  
 
Immigration policy and reform have been an important 
topic of debate for decades. It is a top priority for every 
U.S. president coming into office. The issue is 
complicated and so is the law concerning people who 
wish to immigrate to the United States. People from all 
over the world still see America as a land of opportunity 
for their families and will risk much to come here.  
 
Today there is a divisive debate over immigration to the 
United States. Does the country still welcome those who 
wish to immigrate? How many people should be allowed 
to immigrate? How should they legally be able to obtain 
jobs and pay taxes? How do we manage those who have 
lived here for decades without documentation? 
 
The following news releases reflect different recent 
opinions on immigration policy; what works and what 
should happen. They were chosen because they have 
opposite ideas. Below are several opportunities to learn 
and practice open debate and respectful sharing of 
ideas.  
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Activity  
 
Teacher Notes: 
This activity is designed to be a supplement to the study of immigration in the United States. It is 
intended to expose students to two different opinions being discussed currently and encourage a civil 
conversation after reading and discussing the opinions. It will be better understood after studying 
immigration to the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries.  
 
For more detailed information on the history of immigration in the United States see the following:  
https://immigrationhistory.org/ 
This resource gives a timeline, description of major Supreme Court cases involving immigration and 
additional information to help understand the complexity of the immigration issue.  
 
Divide students into two groups and assign each a press release from below. One is by Laura Collins of 
the Bush Institute in Dallas, Texas. The other is from the federal Department of Homeland Security. Give 
each group time to read and discuss the article. Use the questions below to examine each article. Have 
each group write down the answers for use in the whole class discussion.  
 
Questions for small group consideration: 
 

1. What is the central theme of the article? 
2. What are three main points the author uses as evidence for their point of view? 
3. Notice the tone and word choice in each article. Does it strengthen their argument? 
4. Does the author have a moral or an economic view of immigration? Does it include both?  
5. What are the authors’ solutions to the current immigration issue? 

 
 
Conduct a whole group discussion: 
Have each group choose a representative to present their findings. Each group should take turns sharing 
their answers to the questions above. Once both groups understand the intent of both articles, ask the 
following questions and allow the representative for each group to respond. Allow others in the group to 
respond, with teacher permission. 
 

https://immigrationhistory.org/
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1. The two opinions are very different. Name several ideas from each article.  
2. Which opinion best expresses a solution to the immigration issue? What is the solution? 
3. Can you think of any other solutions to improve immigration to the United States? 

 
Something to think about: 
 
The Statue of Liberty, pictured on the first page, sits in New York Harbor. It has long been a symbol of 
hope and prosperity to those entering our country. There is a poem called The New Colossus written by 
Emma Lazarus on the pedestal. The last lines read, 
 
 “Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 
 
What are some possible meanings for the words of the poem? Are they still true today?  
 
Optional Independent Student Writing Response: 
 
From your group discussion over your assigned article, form a response to the author’s opinion. 
You can agree or disagree with the author. Did the author have a well-formed argument? Be sure to state 
specific details from the article and adequately explain your reasons.  
 
Plan your written response to be at least five paragraphs and use examples from your chosen article as 
details for your response. Write an outline, draft and final copy.  
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Article 1 
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Article 1 (continued) 
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Article 1 (continued) 
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Article 1 (continued) 
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Article 2 
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Article 2 (continued) 
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Article 2 (continued) 
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TEKS  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
 

United States History Since 1877 – 113.41 (d) 
(6) (A) History, immigration 
(21) (A,B) Citizenship 
(25) (A,B,C) Culture 
(28) (A,D,E) Social Studies skills 
(29) (C) Social Studies skills, civil discourse 

World History Studies – 113.42 (d) 

(28) (B,C) Social Studies skills 

World Geography Studies – 113.43 (d) 
(15) (A,B) Citizenship 
(18) (A) Culture 
(21) (A,E,F) Social Studies skills 

United States Government – 113.44 (d) 

(16) (A,B) Culture 
(19) (A-F) Social Studies skills 
(21) (B) Social Studies skills, problem solving 
 

ELAR  
 

English 1 – 110.36 (c) 
(1) (A-D) Developing Language skills  
(4) (A-I) Comprehension skills 
(5) (A-J) Response skills 
(8) (A-D) Author’s purpose 
(9) (A-D) Composition 
(10) (C) Compose argumentative texts 
(11) (A-F) Inquiry and Research 

English 2 – 110.37 (c) 

(1) (A-D) Developing Language skills 
(4) (A-H) Comprehension skills 
(5) (A-J) Response skills 
(9) (A-D) Composition skills 
(10) (C) Composition-argumentative 
(11) (A-I) Inquiry and research 

English 3 – 110.38 (c) 
(1) (A,B,D) Developing Language skills 
(4) (A-I) Comprehension skills 
(5) (B-J) Response skills 
(8) (A-D) Author’s Purpose 
(9) (A-D) Composition-writing process 
(10) (C, F) Composition-argumentative, rhetorical 
(11) (A-I) Inquiry and research 

English 4 – 110.39 (c) 

(1) (A-D) Developing Language skills 
(4) (A-I) Comprehension skills 
(5) (A-I) Response skills 
(8) (A-G)  Author’s Purpose 
(9) (A-D) Composition, writing process 
(10 (C,F) Composition, genres 
(11) (A-I) Inquiry and research 

Research and Technical Writing – 110.53 (b) 
(1) (A-D) Writes for variety of purposes 
(2) (A-I) Writing Processes 
(3) (A,B) Investigative Skills 

(4) (A-E) Language Conventions 
(5) (A-C) Evaluates Writing 

Debate I, II,II – 110.60 (b) 
(1) (A-C) Role in Society 
(2) (A-D) Analysis of Issues 
(4) (A-D) Propositions of Policy 
(5) (A-C) Logic 
 


