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The Future of Freight Plan – June 2022

Genesis: a 2019 report from the National Infrastructure Commission encouraged DfT to ‘Raise the status of 

freight’ and adopt a ‘Multimodal approach’ to freight.

Since then different things have increased public awareness of the importance of the freight sector.

As a result, the Future of Freight Plan aims to fulfil the Commission’s recommendations at the same time as 

making the sector:

Cost Efficient Reliable Resilient
Environmentally 

Sustainable
Valued by Society
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The Freight Innovation Fund

The £7m fund is a key output of the Future of Freight plan’s 

Data & Technology chapter.

Challenge: the freight sector has limited awareness of 

solutions, and innovators have limited awareness of the 

sector's needs. There is an incomplete understanding 

amongst industry and government of the ability of viable 

technologies to meet real-world freight problems.

Strategic goal: commercialisation of late-stage innovative 

freight solutions, particularly those aligned to 

decarbonisation, modal shift, people and skills, resilience 

and technology, and data-enabled opportunities.

Freight 
Innovation 

Fund

A 
National 
Freight 
Network

Data & 
Technology

Chapter

Transition 
to Net 
Zero

PlanningPeople & 
Skills

Future of Freight Plan

The fund is designed to accelerate solutions beyond      

TRL 5+ and to complement the Transport Research and 

Innovation Grant (TRIG) to develop an end-to-end innovation 

pipeline.
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A Story of Success
In Year One of the Freight Innovation Fund we supported the efforts of 9 SMEs to commercialise 

their freight solutions by providing them with grant funding and access to industry partners.

We are extremely proud of the successes of the First Cohort and the results that they have been 

able to secure thanks to our investment.
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Our Message to You

We are excited to receive your 

applications!

We look forward to seeing the 

new solutions you have 

developed!

We want to see you succeed!
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THE CLUSTER’S APPROACH
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FIF ACCELERATOR - COHORT 1
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THIRD OPEN CALL



FUNDING

•

•

•

•

•



INDUSTRY PARTNERS

•

•



SME OFFERING
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THE STRATEGIC DIRECTION: 
PROJECT GUIDELINES

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-of-freight-plan
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