
 

EBCE is committed to protecting our environment and is proud to be a  
Certified California Green Business 

 

 
      

 *Draft Minutes* 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monday, April 20, 2020 
7:00pm 

Please click the link below to join the webinar:  
https://zoom.us/j/777953574 

    US: +16699006833,,777953574#  or +13462487799,,777953574#  
Or Telephone: 

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099  or 
+1 253 215 8782  or +1 301 715 8592  or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) or 888 475 4499 (Toll 

Free) 
    Webinar ID: 777 953 574 

 
Meetings are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who need special 
assistance or a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this 
meeting, or who have a disability and wish to request an alternative format for the 
meeting materials, should contact the Clerk of the Board at least 2 working days before 
the meeting at (510) 736-4981 or cob@ebce.org.  

If you have anything that you wish to be distributed to the Committee, please email it 
to the clerk by 5:00 pm the day prior to the meeting. 

 
C1. Welcome & Roll Call  

 Present: Members: Eldred, Franch, Laundry, Padilla and Chair Sutter 
 Excused: Members: O’Connell, Pacheco and Thomas 

 
 
C2. Public Comment 

This item is reserved for persons wishing to address the Committee on any EBCE-

related matters that are not otherwise on this meeting agenda. Public comments 

on matters listed on the agenda shall be heard at the time the matter is 

called. As with all public comment, members of the public who wish to address 

the Committee are customarily limited to three minutes per speaker and must 

complete an electronic speaker slip. The Committee Chair may increase or 

decrease the time allotted to each speaker. 

C3. Approval of Minutes from February 18, 2020 (5 minutes, CAC Action Item) 
 

https://greenbusinessca.org/
https://zoom.us/j/777953574
mailto:cob@ebce.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuwXhnJkDvrIZMuHpL-1P3H23ofjY72GpWBcWMY_smFN4lZA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Member Franch motioned to approve the February 18, 2020 Minutes.  Member 

Landry seconded the motion which carried 5/0; Excused: Members: Pacheco, 

O’Connell and Thomas 

 
C4. CAC Chair’s Report (5 minutes) 
 

Chair Sutter spoke regarding - EBCE’sCOVID-19 Community Grants program and 
expressed the CAC’s interest in participating in the grant evaluation process. 

 
Member O’Connell joined the meeting at 7:10 pm 

 
C5. Power Content Procurement Floor (45 minutes, CAC Action Item) 

EBCE Board is being asked to amend the Bright Choice power content guidelines to 
instill the clean energy procurement floor starting in 2020. The CAC will hear from 
staff about this recommendation and provide advice to the EBCE Board regarding the 
amendment. 
 
The Committee discussed: 

• Procurement floor timelines 

• Content Label- Carbon- Free vs Renewables  

• Bright Choice power content comparison modeling 

• Power Content and energy sources 

• Procurement spending and deficit budgeting   

• Discussion timing 

• CAC questions submitted to Staff 

• Budget deficit scenarios if nuclear allocation is rejected 
 
Al Weinrub spoke in favor of postponing discussion about Bright Choice power content 

guidelines until after the Carbon-Free Allocation decision has been made. 

 
Barbara Stebbins spoke in support of increase of renewable content and in opposition 
to amending the Bright Choice power content label during a public health emergency 
and stated that the change will result in a dirtier energy mix for disadvantaged 
communities. 
 
Audrey Ichinose recommended additional discussion about the power content 
procurement floor and requested additional information about the merits, if any, of 
including nuclear power on the power content label.  
 
Jessica Tovar spoke in support of equitable access to clean energy for low-income 
communities. 
 
Mark Haussener requested additional information on the carbon-free allotment.  
 
Chair Sutter motioned that the CAC recommend to the Board to hear the Power 
Procurement Floor item as an Informational item. Member Franch seconded the 
motion which carried 6/0 Excused: Members: Pacheco and Thomas. 
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C6. PG&E Carbon-Free Allocation Decision (50 minutes, CAC Action Item) 

Staff will provide the CAC with information about using this year’s choice for 

subsequent year offers and the CAC will advise the EBCE Board on nuclear / hydro 

resource allocations for this year and for subsequent years. 

 

The Committee discussed: 

• The CAC’s December 16, 2019 recommendation to Board to reject nuclear 
allocations. 

• Responses to questions submitted to staff Mechanism to track interim vs long-
term impact of allocations. 

• The May 7th CPUC Advice Letter.  

• The need for an additional CAC meeting after the CPUC Advice Letter decision 
is made.   

 
Barbara Stebbins spoke regarding concerns about nuclear energy, including the long-
term impact of the Board’s decision, and the limited savings that can be achieved in 
the current calendar year. 
 
Audrey Y Ichinose spoke regarding a statement that she will circulate to the Board in 
support of the early closure of Diablo Canyon. 
 
Jessica Tovar spoke regarding a letter from EBCPA in support of the early closure of 
Diablo Canyon, citing seismic and safety issues. 
 
Al Weinrub spoke regarding PG&E’s cost containment strategies with regards to 
nuclear power, and the effort to sell nuclear power to community choice aggregators. 
 
Member Landry motioned that the CAC recommend that the Board accept 
Allocation Option B.  Chair Sutter seconded the motion as amended:  

A. Include that staff return to the Board for future allocations if there are 
material differences from the initial allotment.  

Motion carried 4/1; Opposed: Member Padilla; Excused: Members: Pacheco, 
Thomas and O’Connell. 
 

 
C7. CAC Member and Staff Announcements including requests to place items on future 

 CAC Agendas 
 
Member Eldred recognized staff for their hard work and leadership in EBCE’s response 
to Covid-19.  The community grants have made a serious and material difference in 
the lives of organizations working directly with communities that are being impacted.  
Chair Sutter seconded the sentiment.  

 
C8. Adjourned             


