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I T’S that time of the year again—to
pat ourselves on our backs for all the
things that we did better than we had
ever imagined, be thankiful that we did
all right on some of the things that we
wanted to and, of course, think deeply
about all those things that we were un-
able to do and the reasons for the
same.

Whilst each one of us will have
our own set of things that we wish
to achieve in 2012, we thought it
might be a good idea for us to
share our thoughts on things to do
during the year regarding your fi-
nances.

| started writing this column as “12
resolutions for 2012”7 since it
sounded much nicer, but realised
very soon that 12 resolutions are just
too many. So here are the top 3
things we believe all investors should
be doing in 2012.

1. Think deeply about your life
goals—Remember that your monies
and your finances are a part of the
larger canvas on which your life is
being painted. Think about what is

truly important for you in your life and

list it out. Don't be Hrithik Roshan

in the movie Zindagi Na Milegi
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Twelve resolutions for 2012...
No, let’s leave it at 3

Dobara, chasing retirement at 40 —Vishal Dhawan

without understanding what you are
going to do for the 40 years after you
retire.

2. Protect what really mat-

- ters—Your health, your life, your

nome and your personal time are
most precious. Ensure that you have
the first three well protected through
insurance and your time protected
by switching off your smart phones
every once in a while.

3. Don’t chase the next big
thing by looking in the rear view
mirror—Empirical evidence proves
that most often, the best returns on
porifolios are generated not by iden-
tifying the next big opportunity but
by ensuring that you don't make big
money mistakes. Thus, it is criti-
cal that you allocate monies across
multiple asset classes—real es-
tate, equities, fixed income and
gold rather than only one or two of
them. |

While it would be great to be in-
vested in that one thing that deliv-

ers the best returns year-on-year,

and go in and out at the perfect time,

I'm yet to meet anyone who has
done that.

Have a great 2012.
Spend time with your
family, do the things
that really matter and
take care of your
ﬂealth and wealth
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