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' . Making waves
O P P O l 1 U I ' | ‘ ] In 1577, Drake set sail aboard the Golden Hind'

small fleet of ships. He battled raging stor
This SWQShW ships. When he returned in 1580, not only did he k
9 - back lots of riches, but he had become the

sailed aro u.n.d th.e % second person to captain a ship all

o, | the way around the world.
for queen and country aboa

the magnificent Golden Hind. o

Hind

“THE DRAGON".

* Today we feel some of the things Francis Drake did were wrong. Why do you think that's so? Make two columns Content from: My Encyclopedia of
i soyou can listand compare ideas from Elizabethan England and ideas from modern England. : Very Important Adventures

Suitable for 5-7 years Available now




Queen of the skies

In the early part of the 20th century, very few people could
consider a career as a pilot_ However, one incredible

woman defied all expectations...
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Bessie Coleman 0 ®

Lese, o Big dreams
> o . . When she was young, Bessie
o ° . . .
g e o° Coleman dreamed of becoming a pilot,
°
~ but no American flying schools would accept

an African-American woman. Determined
to find a way, Bessie saved her money,
learned to speak French, and moved

to France to take flying lessons.

e (Can you spot the similarities and differences between the lives of Francis Drake and Bessie Coleman?
i Write as many as you can think of.
e Bessie was a trailblazer and pioneer. Look up the words and discuss why Bessie is described using these.

e Making history

; In June 1921, Bessie earned her
pilot’s license. She soared into the
history books by becoming the
first African-American — male

or female —to do so. When
she returned to the USA,

she was considered a hero!
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Bessie performed dangerous
stunts for thousands of fans.
With the plane in mid-air, she'd
do figures of eight, loop-the-

loops, and skydives.
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Spectacular stunts
Despite finding fame, the only work Bessie could find was
in stunt flying. It was dangerous, but Bessie felt she
had little choice. People would gather in great crowds and
pay to watch her unbelievable tricks. She >ecame so skilled
that she was soon known as Queen Bess, travelling the

USA and inspiring young girls to follow their dreams.
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Content from: My Encyclopedia of
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Lifeboats .
f Journ
to Elephant Islaij;
Enduraﬂce tr
Tr apped A new plan

In 1911, when Norwegian

I.n the I.Ce explorer Roald Amundsen became

the first person to reach the South

Pole, Shackleton set himself a SE3
ICE

. dpped %
Tl %

During the age of polar exploration, this new goal. His plan was to cross

brave adventurer led an expedltlon the entire continent of Antarctica
via the South Pole. In 1914,
he and a crew of 28 set off on

\ShaCkletOH,s
Toute in 190,

—  unlike any other and became a hero.
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board the ship Endurance. Aundsen:

route in 1911

° Ernest Shackleton \shackleton/
, Ernes ackleton in 1914‘191: toute
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Joomed voyage
:ndurance brceme stv.ek tn the ice for 10 months and
sank. The crew used floating ice and lifeboats to reach Elephant

Endurance Island. From there, Shackleton led five of the crew on a rescue

Aborted attempts

Irish explorer Ernest Shackleton was

mission through stormy seas and across mountains.

Their heroics led to every one of the crew surviving.

on a mission to be the first person to
reach the South Pole. He went on
expeditions in 1901 and 1908, but had to

abandon them. However, these adventures

Although his expeditions all
ended in failure, Shackleton is
remembered as a hero who saved
his crew, followed his dreams,

L

led to a lifelong obsession with Antarctica.

and never stopped trying.

about what you think it would have been like. . Content from: My Encyclopedia of

i e Shackleton’s last expedition took place during the first years of World War I. Do you think that this is Very Important Adventures

why the public saw him as a hero? Suitable for 7-9 years Available now




“I was conductor of the Underground
Railroad for eight years, and I can
say what most conductors can’t say
- I never ran my train off the track

and I never lost a passenger”.
- Harriet Tubman

£ Write an article about Harriet Tubman'’s extraordinary life. Remember to add a headline and picture.

£ o Think about Harriet Tubman'’s life. What do you think makes a person a hero?

Suitable for 7-9 years

Tubman became known as
“Moses” because the Biblical
figure Moses also led his
people to freedom.

The Civil War ended in 18645 and
slavery was abolished ip the
N:!JSI-\. Tubman openeq a home in
W York where the elderly ang
pPoor could stay.

Content from: My Encyclopedia of
Very Important Adventures
Available now




