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ROLES BEHIND THE SCENES

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT

Designing zoos is the job of a landscape architect. Some
zoos bring in outside experts, while others, such as the
Smithsonian’s National Zoo in the US, have their own
in-house landscape architect. Architects first have to
understand the needs of animals, visitors, and keepers.
Then they are able to create stunning but practical
enclosures that also give animals a safe and stimulating
space to live and play.
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Teamwork

Architects at the zoo design everything
from enclosures to food stalls and
walkways. They work with colleagues
from all over the zoo to devise the
perfect plans.

From concept to creation A

This in-house landscape architect at
the Smithsonian’s National Zoo has
had the chance to see her paper plans
transformed into a real-life enclosure.

Using technology

Many ideas start as sketches on paper,
but to create the real deal, landscape
architects use design software. These
complex computer programmes ensure
every plan is perfectly precise so that
the build goes off without a hitch.
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AQUARIST

Aquarists look after aquariums and the animals that
live in them. They perform many different roles, such
as cleaning tanks and checking the water quality -
because fish live, eat, and poo in the same water, it's
very important that the water is filtered and kept
clean. Different fish favour different conditions, so
aquarists need to know the biology of every animal,
and if they are working in large tanks, they might
need to be able to dive.
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Regular check—-ups

Agquarists, like this one at Sea Life Manchester
in the UK, monitor their fish for signs of illness
or injury. They need a special pen and board to
be able to take notes under water.

Showecasing species

Dressing for work &

At Sea Life Kelly Tarlton's in New Zealand, the aquarist
dresses in protective gear before feeding the sharks. She
checks the diving equipment, and then puts on a helmet,
as well as long chainmail gloves to protect her hands.

§ Aquarists often give presentations to the public,
with the help of divers in the tank. They point
out the different types of fish, and explain their
behaviour and how they are cared for. At the Blue
Planet Aquarium Aquatheatre in the UK, visitors
can learn about the aquarium’s Caribbean-focused
exhibits, which house more than 1,500 fish.
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protect wounds and sedative to distant A zoo vet at the Clearwater Aquarium in

2 O O v E T R (. keep them clean. or untrained animals. Florida in the US treats a green sea turtle
/ : i/ that has been hit by a boat. Boat

collisions pose a major risk to sea turtles.

Zoo vets look after the health of animals in zoos -
they need to be expert in the biology of all the
species that live there. Vets treat and prevent
diseases, operating on animals when necessary. Their
day may involve anything from adjusting an animal’s
diet plan to helping injured wildlife brought to the
200 to recc ¢ vet invol

conservation progr: > wild, using their
skills to help sick animals in need of treatment.
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In the field

—_— ; s . . . ; = . | Many wildlife biologists don't always see
Wildlife biologists study how animals live and survive. A lot of ' Ry =9 =g y - 3 the species they are working to save
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populations both in the wild and in zoos. (a camera triggered by movement)
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