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How my vote counts

Draw a line to match the word to 
the correct definition.

Naturalization

Immigrant

Tax

Democracy

Civil Rights

Money paid to the 
government to be used 
for public services

Rights to equal treatment 
and protection by the law, 
such as the right to vote

A person who comes 
to another country 
to live

A form of government 
that is run by a 
country’s people

The process of 
becoming a 
U.S. citizen

A form of government 
that is run by a 
country’s people

The process of 
becoming a 
U.S. citizen



How my vote counts

Signed into law in the late 1700s, the constitution and the Bill 
of Rights protected the rights of citizens of the United States.
But this did not include the rights of everyone who lived in the United States. Women, Indigenous 
people, and Black people were not seen as citizens, so they were not protected by these laws.

Many people worked hard to pass additional laws that improved life in the U.S. for everyone. 
These important changes were driven by social movements where people advocated for equal 
rights and fairness.

Look through the book to read about the following laws. Write one sentence for each law
explaining why it matters and how it helped make life better for people.

Indian Citizenship Act of 1924

Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938

The Equal Pay Act of 1963

The Voting Rights Act of 1965



How my vote counts

My Vote Matters!

Cast your vote by selecting your favorite options.

Note to the grown-up: Have kids tally their votes to see which options “won” the election. 
Then, discuss why they voted for their choices and why elections matters.

Voting is an important process. The U.S. is a democratic republic, which means laws are passed 
by elected o�  cials. U.S. citizens have the right to vote to decide who will be elected by submitting 
a ballot. Ballots list the choices of candidates who are running for o�  ce.

Now, it’s your turn to participate in a mock election by � lling out the sample ballot below. 

Vote for the organization your 
class should fundraise for

Vote for the best end-of-day 
classroom routine

Vote for the best classroom 
seating arrangement

Vote for an imaginary 
classroom pet

Ocean Cleanup Program

Animal Shelter

Children’s Hospital

Community Garden 

Quiet Reading

Classroom Clean-Up

Story Time

Free Drawing

Group Tables

Rows

U-Shape

Giant Hamster

Flying Dog

Miniature Unicorn

Glow-in-the-dark Penguin
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Ready to make your voice heard?
Pick a topic you care about—like protecting animals, keeping your park clean, or anything 
you’re passionate about—and create an awesome campaign poster to spread the word! 

Draw, color, and decorate your poster with a catchy slogan like “Save the Rainforests!” or 
“Be a Recycling Hero!” Then, share your poster with family and friends and tell them why 
your topic matters and how they can help, too.


