Ruled — Group Discussion Guide

Be Careful as You Rise

Main Idea: We need to guard our hearts not only when life is difficult, but also when things are
going well. Success can create opportunities for growth, but it can also lead to complacency,
temptation, and misplaced priorities.

Opening Prayer & Icebreaker

Icebreaker: What's something you've worked hard to accomplish that you're proud of? How did
achieving it affect you?

Introduction
In this message, Pastor Mark walks through the rise and fall of David. David experienced
incredible success, but along the way, he began neglecting responsibilities and making decisions

that led to devastating consequences.

The reminder is simple: Be careful as you rise. Our emotions can get the best of us in seasons of
success just as easily as in seasons of struggle.

Discussion Questions
1. Be Careful Not to Neglect Basic Responsibilities
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-2.

David had experienced incredible victories, but at a time when kings went to war, he stayed
behind.

e Why do you think success sometimes causes us to become complacent?

e Pastor Mark mentioned burnout, boredom, and brokenness as possible contributors to
David's decisions. Which of these do you think is most common in our lives today?

o What are some basic responsibilities or spiritual habits that are easy to neglect when life
gets busy or things are going well?

2. Win the Window
Read 2 Samuel 11:2-5.

Pastor Mark talked about the importance of recognizing the moment when we're faced with
temptation and choosing to walk away before it becomes something more.



e What does it mean to "win the window"?

e Why is it often easier to justify a small compromise than to recognize where it might
lead?

e What practical boundaries or relationships can help us make better decisions in moments
of temptation?

3. Don't Make It Worse
Read 2 Samuel 11:6-17.

Instead of taking responsibility for his actions, David tried to cover them up, leading to even
greater sin and destruction.

e Why is admitting we've made a mistake sometimes harder than the mistake itself?

e How can shame or fear cause us to continue down a destructive path?

o What would it look like to stop, confess, repent, and tell the truth when we recognize
we're heading in the wrong direction?

4. God Can Restore What Sin Has Broken
Read Psalm 51:1-12.

Despite David's failures, we see him turn back to God with genuine repentance, asking God to
create a clean heart within him.

o What stands out to you about David's prayer?

o What's the difference between feeling guilty about something and genuinely repenting?

o How does knowing that God offers forgiveness and restoration change the way we
respond to our failures?

Personal Reflection
Pastor Mark reminded us that God looks at the heart, not simply our outward appearance.

o Is there an area of your life where you've become complacent, neglected something

important, or allowed something unhealthy to grow?

e What's one step you can take this week to guard your heart and pursue God's wisdom?
Closing Prayer
Pray that God would help each person remain humble and faithful in every season of life. Ask
Him to reveal areas of complacency, give strength to resist temptation, and provide courage to

confess and turn away from sin. Thank Him for the forgiveness, grace, and restoration available
through Jesus.



This Week's Challenge

Pay attention to your windows. When you encounter a moment of temptation, frustration, or
compromise this week, pause before responding. Ask yourself:

e What am I feeling right now?
e Where could this decision lead?
e What would honoring God look like in this moment?

Remember: Your heart is number one. Your home is number two. Trust God with
everything beyond that.
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