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Highlights of Press Briefing 28 June, 2021

Prof. Gourav Vallabh, Spokesperson, AICC and Shri Aman Panwar,
National Media Panelist, AICC addressed the media via video conferencing
today.
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Prof. Gourav Vallabh said- Modi Government Has Failed the People, Has
No Right to Rule

Modi Government has Insulted the Deceased and Weakened our fight
Against Covid

Our nation has been fighting the deadly Corona virus for the last 16 months
now. So far, close to 4 lakh people have lost their lives and more than 3
crore people have been infected with this deadly virus. India’s middle class
shrunk by 3.2 Cr & 7.5 Cr people were pushed below poverty line in 2020.
As per CMIE, close to 97% of Indians became poorer during the last year. It
is clear that both Life and Livelihood have suffered badly. But the big issue
is that the BJP government has left the people alone in this fight and doesn’t
seem to be bothered at all.

COVID-19 checks all boxes of a disaster. The government however seems to
be hellbent in proving that this is not a disaster. In March 2020, the Ministry
of Home Affairs decided to treat Covid-19 as a "notified disaster". However,
when the demand for compensation was made in Public Domain, the Modi
Government took a U-Turn in the honorable Supreme Court by saying that
it cannot be called a Disaster and is at best a Pandemic. The affidavit dated
19.06.2021 filed by the government is a blow to our fight against COVID-19.

The government in its lame defense suggests a number of different
arguments:

* According to the government, an unidentified disaster is not akin
to an identified disaster. In the “disaster” originally contemplated,
is a one-time occurrence or the same occurs repeatedly for few
times like floods, earthquake, cyclone, different kinds of “interim
measures of relief” are to be provided

* While the government expresses regret and sadness to the families
of the deceased, this is all they can offer (Page 48/ Para 51 of the
affidavit)

* Although the Government is fully conscious of the need to provide
them the necessary help and support, the Government cannot
provide such support through ex-gratia assistance for those who
have died (Page 49 of the affidavit)

* The government calls support through compensation as a rather
pedantic and narrow approach

» (itizens have no Legal Right to claim “Ex-Gratia” compensation, say
Modi Government in Supreme Court (Page 52/ Para 55)



The government collected close to Rs 3.90 Lakh crore only as Excise Duty
collections in 2020-21. The government’'s argument there too is that this
excessive collection is being directed towards the relief measures for the
common man. This is contrary to the ground realities. Close to Rs 1.25 Lakh
Crore has been withdrawn by people from their PF accounts since 1st April
2020. This is because the government failed to provide support of any kind
to the middle class and low-income groups.

MHA Letter No. 32-7/2014-NDM-I Dated 8t April 2015 stated that Rs.4.00
lakh per deceased person including those involved in relief operations or
associated in preparedness activities, subject to certification regarding cause
of death from appropriate authority. This was for the period 2015-2020.
COVID-19 struck in this period. We will not allow the Government to
unconstitutionally ignore this notification and all those who lost their lives
amidst the Covid-19 pandemic must be granted the Rs. 4 lakh compensation
under the Disaster Management Act.

We have three specific questions for the government:

1. When nations such as the USA have classified COVID-19 under
natural disasters and all terms of Natural Disaster apply on COVID-
19 as well, what is stopping the Modi government from treating it as a
natural disaster?

2. What support has the government provided to the families of the
deceased so far and why is the government reluctant to provide
compensation to the families of the deceased?

3. The excessive Excise duty on petrol and diesel that the government
collects is the public money. If the government can’t spend 10% (Rs
40,000 Crore) of it on the families of the deceased, what is the use of
this money?

Shri Rahul Gandhi ji has time and again proposed that the government set-
up a COVID Compensation fund and provide a compensation of Rs 10 Lakh
to families of the deceased. This is not just a constitutional obligation but a
moral one too. The Congress party demands that the government include
COVID-19 like other natural disasters and provide compensation of Rs 10
lakhs to the families of the deceased. It is our debt of gratitude to the
families of the deceased. It is an insult to the frontline workers who have
laid down their lives in fighting at the forefront. A government that can’t
provide Rs 10 Lakh to the families of the deceased has no right to rule.



Annexure 1: US Disaster Declaration

s Congressional Research Service
=== Informing the legislative debate since 1914

Federal Emergency and Major Disaster
Declarations for the COVID-19 Pandemic

In early 2020, the federal government began to express concerns over the global spread
of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). In the months following, President Donald J.
Trump and other executive officials issued dozens of emergency and major disaster
declarations under at least four different statutory authorities:

1. OnJanuary 31, 2020, then-Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) Alex
Azar declared a Public Health Emergency under the Public Health Service Act
(PHSA) for the COVID-19 pandemic;

2. On March 13, 2020, President Trump issued Proclamation 9994 under the
National Emergencies Act (NEA);

3. Onthe same day, President Trump also declared a nationwide emergency under
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford
Act) for the pandemic. President Trump later approved major disaster
declaration requests under the Stafford Act for all 50 states, five territories, the
District of Columbia, and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. President Joseph R.
Biden Jr. would later go on to approve major disaster declaration requests from
the Navajo Nation and the Poarch Band of Creek Indians; and

4. On March 16, 2020, then-Administrator of the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) Jovita Carranza began issuing disaster declarations under
the Small Business Act, authorizing Economic Injury Disaster Loans to
businesses suffering economic injury as a result of the pandemic.

These declarations remain in effect as of June 4, 2021.

This report summarizes the provisions, durations, and interrelationships of these four
types of federal declarations issued for the COVID-19 pandemic. These declarations
provide distinct authorities and forms of assistance deployed in the federal pandemic
response.

This report focuses on authorities and assistance activated specifically by the federal
declarations for the COVID-19 pandemic. It does not provide in-depth discussions of the
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statutory frameworks behind these emergency authorities, nor is it a catalogue of federal statutes, regulations, or
policies contingent upon these types of declarations. Rather, it focuses on the key emergency declarations in effect
for the COVID-19 pandemic response. Under these declarations, the Trump and Biden Administrations have
accessed enhanced executive authorities, furnished assistance of many types, and taken other administrative
actions to facilitate response and recovery. Many of these contingent authorities and actions will lapse when the

declarations themselves lapse or are terminated.



Annexure 2: Affidavit filed by GOI

48

workers, but also other workers who may have been drafted
for work in relief or response to COVID-19. This insurance
cover has been made available from the inception of the
pandemic and it provides a sum more than 12 times larger
than the sum being sought in the writ petition.

51. It is respectfully submitted that as regards the prayer
for ex-gratia to kin of all persons, who have died due to
COVID, while all casualties are a matter of deep regret and
sadness and a colossal loss to the family and the nation, it
1s imperative to appreciate the current approach in the light
of a few important considerations. This epidemic is a
disaster, unlike any other that the country (and the world)
has experienced in a long time. Its extraordinary spread
and impact, requires an approach different from the one
that is applied to a natural disaster, which has limited and
defined dimensions in terms of geography, population, and
overall losses. The pandemic is still not over in the country
as also the world and it is extremely difficult to predict with
accuracy, it’'s further trajectory, mutations and waves. It
requires rapidly scaled-up health and non-health efforts for
a long period of time which will cost the nation lakhs of
crores. There is a need to focus simultaneously on
prevention, preparedness, mitigation, and recovery, which
calls for a different order of mobilization of both financial

and technical resources. Due to its scale and impact, it
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would not be appropriate to apply the scheme of
assistance, eligible for natural disasters, to the epidemic.
52. The pandemic has caused more than 3,85,000 deaths,
a number which is likely to increase further. It exceeds the
number of deaths in any other natural disaster in the past,
in the country. These deaths have affected families from all
classes - the rich and poor, professionals and informal
workers, and trader and farmers. The Government is fully
conscious of the need to provide them the necessary help
and support. However, it is not correct to state that such
support could be provided only through ex-gratia
assistance for those who have died. In the current context
of the pandemic, it would be a rather pedantic and narrow
approach. A broader approach, which involves health
interventions, social protection, and economic recovery for
the affected communities, would be a more prudent,
responsible, and sustainable approach. Globally, the
Governments in other countries too have followed this
approach, and have announced interventions that provide
fiscal stimulus. The Government of India has followed a
similar approach.

53. It is further submitted that, in the case of various
disasters, for which such ex-gratia is provided under SDRF
norms, the disaster is of a short and finite duration,

occurring and ending quickly. Covid-19, on the other hand,
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Therefore, if an ex-gratia of Rs.4 lakhs is given for every
person, who loses life due to COVID-19, the entire amount
of SDRF may possibly be spent on this item alone, and
indeed the total expenditure may go up further. In this
regard it is submitted that, Public Health is a State subject
under the 7t Schedule of the Constitution. If the entire
SDRF funds get consumed on ex-gratia for COVID-19
victims, the States may not have sufficient funds for
organizing Covid-19 response, for provision of wvarious
essential medical and other supplies, or to take care of
other disasters like cyclones, floods, etc. Hence, the prayer
of the petitioner for payment of ex-gratia to all deceased
persons due to COVID-19, is beyond the fiscal affordability
of the State Governments. Already the finances of State
Governments and the Central Government are under severe
strain, due to the reduction in tax revenues and increase in
health expenses on account of the pandemic. Thus,
utilisation of scarce resources for giving ex-gratia, may have
unfortunate consequences of affecting the pandemic
response and health expenditure in other aspects and
hence cause more damage than good. It is an unfortunate
but important fact that the resources of the Governments
have limits and any additional burden through ex-gratia
will reduce the funds available for other health and welfare

schemes.
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What is the answer for the consistent decline in GDP? How you are going to
revive that? As per the RBI's statement, only in the month of April and May,
2 lakh crores of GDP, as per RBI's estimate was lost?

Second question that what is the answer of Hon’ble Finance Minister that
today the unemployment rate is 12%, in 2012 it was 2%, how we are going
to bring down this unemployment rate? How we are going to create new
employment? What is the answer in this regard, answer is- no. There is no
concrete plan.

The third thing, which I would like to ask, that there is a consistent decline
in the demand in the economy, what you had done to revive the demand in
the economy? People are losing jobs, there are salary cuts, and government
is not transferring the dearness allowance to its employees, the people are in
crisis.

So, I was discussing with you that what are the 4 issues, 4 biggest challenges
in front of economy- low demand, low GDP, high unemployment and high
inflation. Had the Finance Minister given any concrete suggestion to
address any of the 4 of these things? She again tried to give a treatment of
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loan to an ever declining GDP in the economy, that is what, I was precisely
asking.

FHTL THIAHT &l NATST FIA T T ol TUHT g, [ 75 TRT AT gord, SHITHT A
FIAT TS| A5 T T oI FLeA 6 [T FHILT Hol¥I9 TEET TSIAT FA(Th gAT
THIAHT, THATE AT THIAHT Al &, HTraerd (Saq ThiaHT gl TR 55 qraera
STETHT T e qerT & ATqT g ST Horeaerd J@T" & [0 AN o g § 997 a7
TN ST STET THUAUHS &, ST 9% g5 TAUHUAS 8, ST &1 T T2, 3]
STITEEA T A il G qgl &f ST qahall gl

That is what I would like to ask Hon’ble Finance Minister that in your last
year’s package also, as per IMF and various other agencies, the truth of 20
lakh crore is something around 2 lakh crores, the fiscal stimulus is only Rs 2
lakh crores. So, today also what is the direct support, what is the additional
expenditure which Government of India is going to make to revive the
economy? What is the additional money Government of India is going to
transfer in the hands of the people, who are losing the jobs, who are having
massive salary cuts? Who are not getting salary for last 4-5 months, what
you are doing for that? Without taking care of that, without taking care of
ever falling demand, without taking care of reviving the new demand in the
economy, you can’t come out of this vicious circle and what is this vicious

circle, low GDP, low demand, high unemployment, high inflation. 38 =% &
FTEX AT & T T2 W07 AT oI FHAT T ¥ T2 7OV % GoId o (T AW D>
T ST TSV TR a1 @1 6, TGS AL, HqH FL| 10 TRITHT 08 T T2 37
3T T(ee FLAT I FE 3|

Unfortunately, I A=l St & T a0 G097 § A5l Al TANT & 396
AATEHRTLN I T ITd Tl A | AT TANT F AT T Ivgid a5l Tt a0f, S0
2020 ® ¥ &l¥ 2020 & ST Reqa™ &7 979 AT, ST 20 AT@ FIUL hl a19 0l Te AT
As per experts, as per IMF, as per various other investment banks and
agencies the truth of Rs. 20 lakh crore, the financial support of Rs. 20 lakh
crore, the fiscal stimulus of Rs 20 lakh crore is only Rs 2 lakh crores.

On another question about Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Yojana expansion and
promising doubling of farmer’s income in Finance Minister’s press
conference, Prof Vallabh said- EPFO scheme, which Finance Minister had
mentioned is already in existence. Had we received benefit out of that?
Despite of this scheme our unemployment rate is 12%, which is 6 times of
what was the unemployment rate in the year 2012. So, EPFO scheme is not
giving the benefit, what is that scheme that Government is going to
contribute in the EPFO or employers and employees contribution, but,
when there is no job, government is going to contribute for whom? You
have to create the jobs and jobs can be created, when there is demand in the
economy. For example, I am a manufacturer of this pen, I will manufacture
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this pen, when there is demand in the economy, but, demand will be there
when people will have money to buy this pen, this is the simple economics,
which Hon’ble Finance Minister is neither ready to listen nor she
understand these things. Again she is telling- EPFO scheme, I am extending.
What is the benefit we had received in last one year, can she give a white
paper on that? Again, she is telling 1.1 lakh crore of ECLGS scheme. What is
the benefit of ECLGS, can she give a white paper on that? How many
MSMEs got the benefit of ECLGS? How many MSMEs were closed down, is
she aware, is her Ministry aware of this particular data? So, coming to a job
scheme, the fundamental truth is that, that new jobs can be created in the
economy when the unutilized capacity of the manufacturing sector will be
utilized and when there is new demand in the economy and when there will
be a new demand in the economy- when the people will start the
consumption because, our’s is a consumption led economy, our’s is not a
export, import led economy, so this is the answer to your first question.

Regarding the doubling of the farmers income, in last 7 months, 5+2=7
months, our Annadatas are there at the borders of Delhi. Government is not
having time, neither to go there, nor to call them for the discussion. What is
the government’s reaction,- “ye kisaan nahin hain, ye khalistani hain, ye thalue
hain, ye Canada ke agent hain, ye Pakistan ke agent hain, ye atankwadi hain, ye
rajnitik log hain”. Are they political people? In the 43°C summer and in the
0°C winters, they were on the roads at the borders of national capital and
government is reluctant to talk to them, government is saying “Hum kuch bhi
ho jaye, teen bilon par baat nahin karenge”. They are asking that make MSP as a
legal right, no, we are not going to make, and we have said this at the floor
of the house. At the floor of the house, you had also said that we are going
to create hundred smart cities, and on the floor of the house, you had told to
the country that 2 crore jobs will be created every year. On the floor of
house you mentioned that the ‘Ganga Maiya’ is going to be completely
cleaned by a particular date, on the floor of the house you had mentioned
that Make in India is going to contribute or increase the contribution of
manufacturing sector in the GDP of our economy, what happened to those
promises?

Farmers are saying that give us the legal right, MSP should be our legal
right, why government can’t give that? When Hon’ble Prime Minister, when
he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat, he himself used to demand that the
MSP should be legally enforceable, why he can’t follow, what he submitted
to the government at that time, when he was the Chief Minister of the
Gujarat. ST HTHAIT TETAHAT ST TS0 & HEAHAT o, I+ Far o7 o wauadt
FARTAT TR gidl AT, AT (AT gl a1d dgl 719 T e Hon'ble Finance

Minister is talking about doubling of farmers” income.

I am just asking two question on behalf of the every citizen of our country:-
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Is 5 trillion dollar economy is still 2024-25, is our deadline or we had
extended that, number one and you had promised that by 2021-2022, the
farmers income will be doubled. What we had received, what is the current
status, had we increased by 5%,10%,15%,19%, the entire country wants to
know about this.

And the last but not the least, that come out of your arrogance, T TT¥HTT

q TET AT, FTFRTATAN & T SIISHL A0l a1 AT, It a1q q9=AT and make
the MSP as a legal right that is not something which they are asking that
give us favour that is their right. When you, yourself used to say, that MSP
should be given as a legal right, why it is not given till now? When you,
yourself used to say, that comprehensive cost plus 50 percent should be
equal to the MSP, why by giving affidavit in the Supreme Court, you say,

the THUHTT Fifte Tq 50 TTqerd TLFHTE A6! & dahd (|

ST AT 4 AT FUE 20 8 G2 3 S5 F of T 21, 7 o9 THuEdy 9 8,
AT Jadk TRATE & Al w1 10 AT T 6 FEATT T Id 1S 1 6
AIAT HIT FXT g af 3T Fg < 3l AT AaHaral g, hard @rierearr g,
qITREATHT §, ST 8, ®AST & Usic gl T ATUT 8, AW« ®EFr #i1, Ay
ferermarent &1, gTATT "TEal 6, Wmﬁ%m|w10wwﬁmgﬁ
A § 1% gY, ST ATh 7 A€ § AqAT ST TaTe 3T TRATE &l 10 ATE €T HT
Wﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%%dta%lswwu ald% A fewrEe,
AAATS (CHISS| B9 & Fgraar T I g, ST [SoweY MESchEe gid &, S
AT [CHIZS T &, ITH HIs ST 1A A&l 21 Is this a government which
is elected by the people of our country? AR & FAT g2 TLHIT | FT HIs UH
TFTIFE F THaT g2 GHTE << o AN o THI FAT &, 3T T I9T F AN F S
TSI T SISl o UFATSS L2l o &9 § 96T of g 2, I g al, al GaT o ART
T ATTH Tl & Tohd g, 39 AT A1 fSegid St S 7ar21 So, this is my two
precise answers to your specific two questions on Madam FM’s press
conference.

Sd/-

(Dr. Vineet Punia)
Secretary
Communication Deptt,
AICC
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