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The Modi government’s 10 years in power have devastated the coun-
try's economy, aggravated unemployment, destroyed the country’s

! agncultural sector, abetted crimes against women and Celgglpgliiicle

.

grave injustices against minorities in the country. Here is the charge- . s fah
sheet of BIJP's anyay during its decade in power.

AARTHIK ANYAY

The Modi government's tenure is marked by high rates of unemploy-
ment, economic catastrophes, such as demonetisation and flawed
GST, which have only incteaéed the divide between the rich & the
poor and devastated the future of millions of farmers and daily wage
workers. '

1. RAMPANT UNEMPLOYMENT

The Anyay Kaal has witnessed the highest unemployment rate in 45
years. Total unemployment was 1 crore in 2012 but rose to about 4
crore in 2022.10 lakh sanctioned central government posts remain un-
filled. The unem ployment rate for graduates and postgfaduates IS
~about 33% —one in three are looking unsuccessfully for a job. This is
why engineers are becoming coolies and PhDs are applying for rail-
way peon jobs. And this | is also why two unemployed persons die by
sumde every hour.
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2. ECONOMIC BLUNDERS

The prices of essential commodities are at all-time highs:



LPG Petrol | Diesel Mugt“ard Atta Milk
2014 410 71 55 90 <22 I35
feylinder|  /litre /litre /kg /kg /litre
[ t
903 97 90 143 35 60
/eylinder| /litre [litre /kg /kg [litre

120% 37% 64% 59% 59% %

% Increase

The price of crude oil on the world market has fallen by 21% between
May 2014 and February 2024 - from over $100 to $79 per barrel, but
fuel prices remain close to X100 per litre. This raised the cost of all es-
sential commodities. Blunders like demonetisation and a poorly-de-
signed GST completely derailed the ¢ economy and destroyed Job gen-
erating small busmesses '
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3. DISTRESSED FARMERS o

In Anyay Ka-al_, farmers were promised a doubl'ihlg of their income but
instead received pathetic MSP increases and the three farm laws rail-

roaded through Parliament to enrich the PM's corporate cronies. 700

farmers died fighting against these black laws. Insurance companies
under the PM Fasal Bima Yojana have made a profit of 40,000 crore
while one farmer dies by suicide every hour. |

4.WORKERS ABANDONED

India’s workers have experienced a lost decade, with stagnant real
wages. Wage growth has been less than 1% per year for all rural

T



Workef_‘;si,'—a nd:sa_laried workers now earn less. Instead of manufacturing
jobs or export-sector jobs, workers are pushed into contractualization
or ‘self-employment.’ Economic blunders began this Anyay-Kaal even
before COVID, but a nationwide lockdown with 4 hours of notice trig-

', gered a humanitarian crisis and disrupted the livelihood of 4 crore mi-

* grant workers. For weeks they walked with their families back to their

homes and survived only because of the UPA's MGNREGA scheme. o E

Only billionaires get support from the Modi government, through cor-
porate tax cuts and PLI handouts, while workers and MSMEs are re-
quired to be atmanirbhar in every sense.

5. MODANI RAJ

PM Modi made a commitment before G20 world leaders in 2016 to
lead efforts to “eliminate safe havens for economic offenders” and
“remove the excessive banking secrecy that hide the corrupt and their
deeds". Instead he has neutered India’s investigative agencies-and fa-
cilitated the expansion of his cronies into every strategic sector of the
economy. | ' ' '

SEBI, ED and CBI have been asleep as repeated exposes establish a
clear link between money flowing out from the pockets of Indian coal
utilities and electricity consumers via over invoiced coal imports and
the funds flowing into Adani Group com paniesfinﬂatin-g stock prices
in complete violation of SEBI rules relating to minimum ownership.

SAMAJIK ANYAY

The Modi government's tenure has witnessed blatant discrimination
and severe oppression against women, SCs, STs, OBCs and minorities.
Its politics of hatred, polarisation and divide has destroyed the social
fabric of the country and attracted immense international disrepute.
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6.SCS, STS AND OBCS BETRAYED

Crimes against SC & ST communities have increased by 48% in 2022 as
compared to 2013. The government'’s refusal to hold a Socio-Economic

‘., and Caste Census to enumerate OBCs is an insult to those who are

* being denied representation in jobs and educational institutions be-

cause they are not being counted. Privatisation and contractualisation * <"

represent a twin attack on reservations, especially in critical sectors
like health and education.

7. INJUSTICE AGAINST WOMEN

A total of 31,516 rape cases were recorded in 2022 in India, this is an av-
erage of 86 a day. While rapes are on the rise, the conviction rate
stands at an abysmal 27.4%. Whether it is Kuldeep Singh Sengar, the
BJP MLA implicated in the Unnao rape case or the Modi government'’s
approval of the early release of the Bilkis Bano rapists and.murderers,
or the cover-up of the Hathras rape case, the BJP seems to stand for
rapists against the victims. ' '

8.SOCIAL DISHARMONY ke
BJP leaders have openly spread hate and violence across India on
caste and religious lines. Ministers have called for violence against mi-
norities and garlanded mob lynching convicts. MPs and MLAs have
supported rapists on commmunal lines, called for violence against mi-
norities, assaulted Dalit women, and abused SCs, STs, and OBCs. Hate
speech has reached new peaks, while caste atrocities like Unaand
Hathras shame the nation. Caste discrimination has been institution-
alised in higher education.

The BIP has also attacked entire states and communities for political
gain, such as protesting farmers. Meanwhile Manipur has been
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burnmg for9 months, with the BJP CM spreading-hate, but PM Mod|
is silent.

i RA-.INEETII( ANYAY

The MOdI Government has remained silent as China encroached upon
hundreds of kilometers of our land, simuttaneously undermining the
Army with the Agnipath scheme and demoralising our young patriots.
Its assertiveness surfaces only in targeting opposition leaders and
eroding the independence of the media and democratic institutions
such as the Election Commission, ED, RBI, etc.

9. INSTITUTIONS' SUBVERSION

All independent institutions of the country - judiciary, election com-
mission, RBI, media etc, critical to maintaining a robust democracy
stand compromised and subverted. Under Anyay Kaal, all checks and
balances have been diluted with institutions turned into rubber |
stamps.

Elected state governments in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Manipur were:tindermined after
the BIP used blatant money power and threats of ihveétigation-to
induce MLASs to switch sides. Since 2014, a 5-fold jump in ED cases
against politicians has occurred; 95% of these p'oliticians are from the
Opposition.

s i s Number of Investigations against
9 ey Investigations the Opposition '
2004-14 1 [ T2 VAR | After 2014
Enforcement Directorate PAS) 121 54% 95%
Central Eliure.au of 79 124 60% A
Investigation

.
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10. NATIONAL SECURITY COMPROMISED ’ i ¥

For four years the Modi government has tried to cover up the worst e
territorial setback in six decades for India with its DDLJ approach:
Deny, Distract, Lie and Justify. Chinese troops continue to deny Indian

i patrols access to the strategic Depsang Plains, Demchok and other

areas in eastern Ladakh. China contmues to deny us accessto 2000, .,ih
square km despite 18 rounds of military talks Government sources

have revealed how Indian troops have lost access to 26 out of 65 pa-

trolling points and that the Modi government has agreed to buffer

zones in which India cedes further territory.

All of this was enabled by the PM's 19 June 2020 clean chit to China —
when he said “Na koi hamari seema mein ghus aaya hai, na hi koi
ghusa hua hai”, a profound insult to our fallen soldiers in Galwan. Even
today, the PM is afraid to name China.

At a time when China is threatening our borders the Modi govern-
ment has permitted tensjons in the northeast to rise. In Manipur,
35,000 people have been displaced and around 1,700 houses burnt.
Over 180 people lost their lives and over 1100 were mJured in distur-
bances that spread across Manipur from 3 May 2023 Thls is the result
of BIP's "double engine” governments.
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UNEMPLOYMENT

" " 1. 'UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS

H

e
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PM Modi has completely failed in his promise to create 2 crore jobs
every year. Contrary to the Modi government's claims about how
many jobs it generates, total unemployment (all ages) was 1 crore in
2012 but rose to about 4 crore in 2022. For a government that prom-
ised crores of jobs every year, the Modi government has instead de-
stroyed jobs. '

Under the UPA, between 2004-05 and 201112 the Indian economy saw
the creation of 75 lakh non-farm jobs every year. Between 2013 and
2019, the number of non-farm jobs created was 29 lakh per year, less
than half the UPA's rate. After 2019 the number has been even: Iower
accordmg to government data.. i

The high rate of job creation enabled 50 lakh workets to exit agricul-
ture every year under the UPA. For the first time in Indla s history, the
‘absolute numbers in agriculture fell after 2004- OS i

- Even before Covid-19, the unemployment rate had shot up dramatical-
ly. A leaked report on unemployment data confirmed that joblessness
in the country stood at 6.1 per cent of the total labour force during
2017-18, the highest in 45 years. The data released by the Labour Minis-
try also confirmed the pre-election leaked report. - '

o e

The consequences of this crisis are dire. NCRB data shows that two
unemployed persons commlt suicide every hour.
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2. YOlij EMPLOYMENT: MISSING FROM NATIONAL DISCOURSE j

Youth unemployment has more than doubled, from 6%:in 2011-12 to
15% in 2019-20 according to PLFS data. The unemployment rate for

ten graduates and postgraduates is about 33% — one in three are looking
e unsuccessfully for a job. This is why engineers are becommg coolies

T

and PhDs are applying for railway peon jobs.

In 2016-17, there were 10.34 crore people under the age of 30 years in
the workforce. By the end of 2022-23, this number had fallen by over 3
crores to just 7.1 crore. As per CMIE, the unemployment rate in the
age group 20-24 years was 44.5% in the October-December 2023
quarter. For the age-group 25-29 years, it was at a 14 month high of
14.33%.

3. THE MODI GOVERNMENT HAS REVERSED THE STRUCTURAL
TRANSFORMATION OF THE ECONOMY

As economies mature, workers move away from: low-paying farm jobs

to higher paying jobs in manufacturing and services. The opposite has
happened to India under Modi. Modi's policies have forced India’s

youth back into farming. For 15 years, young workers moved out of ag-
riculture into manufacturing and services. The number of agricultural
workers declined by 6.7 crore between 2004-05and 2017-18. This entire t
progress has almost been reversed in three years. In a single year, - i
2019-20, even before.Covid, the number of agricultural workers rose by h
3.4 crore. Since 2018-19, the number of agricultural workers has gone

up by 6 crore.

4. WAGE GROWTH HAS SUFFERED

The salaried class has been devastated under the Modi government,
and casual labour has also performed poorly. Regular salaried workers'
share in total employment, which was 23.8% in 2019 before Covid, fell
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to 20.9'%7n 2023. Unpaid family workers, whose numbers had fallen
from 111 crore in 2004 to 85 cr in 2012, and further to 6.2 cr by 2017,
have risen sharply to 10.4 cr by 2023. This showed distress has driven
these family members (children and women mostly) into unpaid work

t:+ to support the family.

§ »
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NSSO data shows that wages grew rapidly under the UPA govern-
ment.and slowed and even became negative in the Modi era.

5. A CONSISTENT STORY OF LOW LABOUR FORCE
PARTICIPATION

The LFPR has been falling since 2016-17 and has hit its lowest in
2022-23. It is noteworthy that the fall has happened despite the ‘fast
growth rate of the econor’hy’.'_\/\/hat IS even more concerning is that
LFPR for women in the financial year 2022-23 was just 8.8%, more than
90% of all working-age women in India don't even look for ) jobf_

6. WOMEN'S LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE TO BE TAKEN

WITH A PINCH OF SALT |

Rural areas account for 96% of the growth in the labourforce. At the

same time, of the 101 million growth registered by the fabour force, 74
million of it came from women. Com bining these two facts makes it t
clear that rural women are the most significant contributors to the - o
rising LFPR. The increase is driven by an increase in the proportion of %
rural women under the broad category of “self-employed”, which has

risen from 55.9% in 2017-18 to 70.1% in 2022-23. between 2021-22 and
2022-23, it was the proportion of women working as own-account

workers that increased, whereas the proportion as unpaid workers re-
mained 38%. Thus, the increase in female LFPRs is attributable to an
increase in the proportion of women working as own-account enter-
prises or as unpaid helpers. Women account for Most ofthe growth in
unpaid work.



7. UNPAID WORK LEADS THE WAY

The official government numbers count those working as unpaid
family workers as employed. Out of 11 crore people who have joined

{3, the workforce since 2017, 4 crore (37%) have ended up as unpaid family

e WOEkerS This is the reality of "employment creation” in Modi's India -

T

low-quality, often unpaid. v
8. SALARIED JOBS DO NOT CONTRIBUTE TO JOB GROWTH

There were an estimated 28.2 million regular wage jobs in govern-
ment, local bodies, or public sector undertakings in 2017-18. This
number decreased to 27.6 million in the 2022-23 PLFS. The number of
such jobs without a ertten contract has risen from 17.3 million to 21.2
million.

9. WHY NOT DEPEND ON ‘RELIABLE GOVERNMENT SOURCES’
FOR DATA?

For the first time in 140 years, the decenni'a! census was discontinued.
The government junked NSS' consumption and expenditure survey
after it showed the Modi government in poor light.

For starters, this ‘reliable data’ from the Ministry of Statistics shows a t
recovering labour market but economists have always pointed out - i
these figures to be outdated and inadequate. The figures published h
under the Periodic Labour Force Survey by the government come

only a year later. Markets and academicians are being forced to rely on
private sources like the Centre for Monitoring Economy (CMIE) for

their timeliness and better correlation.

This over-reliance masks a bigger concern behind it: a declinein the
overall data collection apparatus of India. It is no wonder that the Modi
government'’s politically guided data collection has kept the nation
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away fﬁdf’ﬂ the true quantum of its problems. Former RBI governor

Duwuri Subbarao has pointed out in his book that flawed data often s

leads to bad policy decisions.

ten The Union government stopped the quarterly surveys conducted by

the Labour Bureau in March 2018, following the elimination of the
annual Employment-Unemployment Survey; uneasy with politically
uncomfortable facts. Likewise, the postponement of the release of the
2017-"18 jobs report by the National Sample Survey Office, which re-
vealed an alarming fcjur—decade—high unemployment rate of 6.1%, ap-
pears to have been politically motivated, as it was held back for several
months amidst the 2019 general election.

The data, even when it comes out with the lag of a year, cannot facili-
tate comparisons because it |5 not standardised. While most countries
possess robust data mechanisms as unemployment connects to
social security benefits, our government does not believe in interna-
tional standardization and that effectively becomes a ruse to refuse
comparison and international studies.

‘;' i{r.!"
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BLUNDERS

"' " 1. MODI GOVERNMENT IS SILENT ON THE PRICE RISE, WHICH
HAS RAISED THE PRICES OF LPG, PETROL, DIESEL, AND DAILY
ESSENTIALS TO RECORD LEVELS

The price of every daily essential is touching sky-high levels. Crores of
families are suffering, especially women who often manage household

budgets.

LPG Petrol | Diesel Mug:la e Atta Milk

2014 410 371 355 390 322 335
feylinder|  litre /litre /kg /kg [litre

t t

903 97 90 143 35 60

[eylinder| /litre [litre /kg /kg [litre

% Increase 120% 37% 64% 59% 59% 7%

The Modi government refuses to even discuss rising p‘rices. The PM

never mentions it, and the Finance Minister jokes about it when ques-
tioned and says the Opposition should not ask questions. They blame

the Ukraine war. In truth, the price of crude oil on the world market
has fallen by 21% between May 2014 and February 2024 — from over

$100 to $79 for a barrel. Yet, the Modi government keeps.on increasing

prices of LPG, petrol and diesel, which makes all other commodities

expensive.

o e
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2. BLUNDER OF DEMONETISATION

7 years after PM Modi's disastrous demonetisation, the. economic ef-
fects continue to haunt the country. None of the ever-changing goals
of the exercise have been met. Black money remains, and there's no

ik , evidénce that demonetisation affected it. Corruption abounds as the

T

BIP's 40% sarkara in Karnataka showed. The country did not even
become cashless. Cash in circulation has increased between 2016 and
2023 has more than doubled from 316 lakh crores in 2016 to X34 lakh
crores in 2023. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data showed that from Oc-
tober to January 19, currency leakage from bank deposits to cash was
as much as 1.2 lakh crore. As a share of the country’s GDP, cash has
increased to 12.7% in 2023 from 11.6% in March 2014.

The costs of this blunder were severe. More than 15 lakh jobs were esti-
mated to be lost in the first four months of 2017, mainly in small busi-
nesses and the informal sector. Over a hundred people died while
standing in line to change bank notes. The Modi government Has still
not learnt the lesson - the scra pping of the 2,000 note is yet another
painful reminder. ' | '

3. THE MODI GOVERNMENT IS RESORTING TO TAX TERRORISM
AND POORLY DESIGNED GST WHICH PUNISHES THE SMALL AND
MIDDLE CLASS TO SHORE UP ITS REVENUES '

el

' ' ' e
While PM Modi promised to eliminate “tax terrorism’, his government €

has excelled in finding innovative and inefficient ways to tax Indians.
By relying heavily on a poorly designed GST to make up for a corporate
tax cut, the Modi government is taxing the poor, and small businesses,
to subsidize large corporations. GST is a consumption tax. The poor
consume most of their income, while the rich save larger parts of their
income. As a result, GST hits the poor more, just like other indirect
taxes. Nearly 64% of the total 14.83 lakh crore in GST was obtained via
the bottom 50% of the population in 2021-22, 33% of GST was obtained



throu@h the middle 40%, and only 3% of GST from the top 10%. As a |
- result, the share of income going to indirect taxes is six times more for’
the poorest half of Indians compared to the top 10 per cent.

Similarly, the poorly designed GST has disproportionately hurt small

G and medium businesses which are the backbone of the economy. __
Small businesses find it hard to understand the six slabs with many ¢ .

exemptions. The GST law has been amended more than 900 times till
now to clarify 'ambiguities' in it over the last 6 years. The rules are ev-
er-changing - between 2017-22, the Modi government changed the
rules once every other day, with 869 notifications, 195 circulars, 23 in-
structions and 19 orders. Small businesses often have to register in
multiple states at times and have to pay higher amounts for account-
ants and lawyers. Similarly, the vast number of informal sector busi-
nesses are shut out of the formal economy.

4. ECONOMIC POLICIES THAT HELP CHOSEN FRIENDS AT THE
EXPENSE OF SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

The Modi govemment’s policies have cohsistent'ly helped its chosen
large corporate friends through tax cuts, loan wirite-offs and favoura-
ble contracts and rules while neglecting small_an'df’ rﬁedium enterpris-
es and the informal economy. In 2019, the Modi Government reduced
the corporate tax slabs from 30% to 22%, with new companies paymg
only 15%. This resulted in a total loss of 1.84 lakh crore.

In addition, over the past 7-8 years, 11 lakh crores of loans made to big

businessmen have been waived. The government has also announced
319 lakh crore in “production-linked incentives (PLI)" to large busi-
nesses. This costly scheme has been criticised by noted economist Ra-
ghuram Rajan since it has not succeeded in boosting exports and cre-
ating jobs, and maybe subsidising companies for activities that they
were planning to undertake anyway. The costs of these tax cuts, loan
write offs and subsidies are borne by Indians, who have to pay higher

6_‘::—!:' :‘ L



taxes for petrol, diesel and GST.
At the samg time, there are hardly any schemes for small businesses

that have yielded any notable results. The government’'s Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme during the COVID-19 pandemic

i ,reached only about 20% of MSMEs, while 63% had not even heard
about it. It is no surprise that big corporates are flourishing while lakhs ¢ .\

of MSMEs have shut down, and the surviving ones are d_rastlcally cut-
ting down operations.

5. RISE IN INEQUALITY, POVERTY, HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION

The Modi government's tenure has probably seen an unprecedented
reduction in incomes. The NSSO data that the PM suppressed shows
consumer spending falling for the first time since 1973, from 31,501 in
2011-12 to 1,446 in 2017-18. Experts show that the poverty levels are
likely much higher than government claims, since urban poverty rose
by 2 percentage points during the 2016 demonetisation, and _rL‘j"raI POV-
erty has stopped reducing since 2019. Falling incomes at a time of -
rising costs have resulted in greater hunger and malnutrition. The
number of hungry Indians increased from 19 crores in 2018 to 35
crores in 2022. India’s position in the Global Hunger Index 2023 was 111
out of 125 countries. The situation'is so dire that the go_vem ment
claims that it has to provide free food grains to80 crore citizens. In-
dia's children have the highest rate of malnutrition, measured by
weight-for-height, at 19.3%, worse than in 2014 at 15.1%:

While the poor are growing poorer and hungrier, the rich are growing
richer. 40% of the wealth created in India from 2012-2021 went to only
1% of the population. When the country suffered from COVID-19 be-
tween 2020 and 2022, the total number of billionaires in India in-
creased from 102 in 2020 to 169 billionaires. The PM's favourite and fa-
voured businessman, Gautam Adani, saw his wealth increase 14 times
between 2017 and 2022 and climbed from rank 106 to 16.

4_‘.
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6. NEGLECT OF PUBLIC SECT OR - VACANCIES IN GOVT JOBS AND ;

'RECKLESS SALE OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

0 _
The hypocrisy of PM Modi's jobs promise is best shown by the vacan-
cies in government positions and his reckless sale and downsizing of

04 PSUs. As of Aug ust 2022, over 9 lakh 79 thousand posts were vacant in

Central Government offices. There are many more vacancies in PSUs,
CAPFs, and similar bodies. Up to thirty lakh vacancies are estimated to
exist in government positions across India. Similarly, the Modi govern-
ment is closing down PSUs and reducing their size. 188 out of India's
248 PSUs are profitable. 55 PSUs posted a 157 per cent jump in com-
bined profit to 3.5 lakh crore from 1.36 lakh crore in FY19. A total of 22
CPSEs returned to profit from loss in FY22.

However, the government is proceeding with reckless and disastrous
sales —the LIC IPO which resulted in huge losses is only the latest ex-
ample. As a result of sale and downsizing, the number of people work-
ing in PSUs between 2013 and 2022 has fallen from 17.3 lakh to 14.6
lakh. While in 2013, contract workers accounted for only 17% of the -
workers in these PSUs, the number has more than doubled to 36% in
2022. Similarly, the jobs in the railways have reduced from 17 lakh to 11
lakh in 2023. Government jobs provided a pathway to asecure life for
crores, especially from Dalit, Adivasi and OBC commumtles. The Modi
government has generated unemployment and hit these communi-
ties the hardest. |

7. COLLAPSE OF PRIVATE INVESTMENT

Private investment is a key driver of the economy. Private investment
has fallen from the highs of over 25% of GDP in the second halfof
UPA-21t0 19.6% of GDP in 2021. Such a low level of private investment
has not been since 1999. This is a sign that enterprises and investors
are concerned about the weaknesses of the Indian economy, despite
PM Modi's hype, and is a significant brake on economic growth.

Ii'
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Similafﬁy} forall of the PM's publicity on “Make in India”, the share of

‘manufacturing in India's GDP fell from 16% in 2015 to 13% in 2022 - g

astonishing low'not seen since 1960 as per World Bank data. A recent
recovery has still not brought it back to the level it was under the UPA.
Experts are raising concerns over “premature deindustrialization’,

it Wh,jch’?seriously impedes economic growth.

8. OVER-RELIANCE ON FAILED JUMLAS AND FAKED DATA |

PM Modi's hyped economic slogans all prove to be pointless and fade
away. “Achhe Din", "Make in India", “2 Crore Jobs Every Year”, “Atmanir-
bhar Bharat”, “Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas', “Sk|l| India”, 7 “Make In India” -
the list is endless

To hide data on their shortcomings, the Modi government has hidden
all data. The NSSO which provided poverty numbers has been discon-
tinued. The Census, which has never been stopped in 150 years even
during World Wars, has been delayed for over 2 years citing.CQ\?ID.
The government says it has on no data on MSMEs shut down due to
demonetisation, no data on the number of covid deaths in the second
wave, and no data on the number of migrants affected due to the
lockdown. All independent data sources are d|5cred|ted The Modi
government has truly become NDA - No Data Avallabl__e!

T
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DSTRESSED
FARMERS ”

' " 1. INTRODUCTION OF THREE BLACK FARM LAWS AND VIOLENCE
TO FARMERS ; il I

T

The three black farm laws were introduced by the Modi government
in 2020, with limited consultation with farmers and without debate in
Parliament. These laws favoured large corporations by allowing unre-
stricted trade and undermined farmers’ bargaining power by weaken-
ing mandis. It was a recipe for exploitation and lower income for farm-
ers, and they bitterly opposed it. Rather than listening to farmers, the
Modi government met them with water cannons, teargas shells,
barbed wire and barricades. They had to protest outside Delhi for
more than 300 days in the bitter cold, sweltering heat and face brutal
violence by the State. Over 700 farmers died during the prdtes-t.The
government’s cruelty was best shown by the violence against peaceful
farmers at Lakhmipur Kheri, where Union Minister Ajay Misra Teni's
son mowed down farmers with his car. )

2. PROMISES MADE TO FARMERS DISHONOURED, ESPECIALLY
MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE (MSP)

Months after the government made promises to the farmers to end
their protest, it has not progressed towards fulfilling its promises. In
the run-up to the 2014 elections, BJP had promised the farmers a le-
gally guaranteed MSP for all crops, using the C2+50% formula which
gave a margin over the cost of capital and rent on land; assured pro-
curement; loan waivers; and reduction in input prices including those
of fertilisers. None have been honoured, leaving farmers vulnerable to
high costs and low crop prices.
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3. THE LIE OF DOUBLING FARMERS INCOME BY 2022 e R B T

'With slow agricultural growth of 3.47% in the Modi perio_d of 2014-15 to' o
2022- 23, thé dream of making higher income from agriculture seems
like a distant reality. The government's surveys show that the average

mcome of afarmer from growing crops is only 27 per day. The Modi

govem ment has contributed to the rising input costs faced by farmers
by imposing for the first tlme GST on several key agricultural inputs,
shown below

-

AGRICULTURAL ITEMS

Agricultural Equipment 12%

Tyres and other parts for tractors, machines for

processing and milling cereals or vegetables 18%
Fertilisers 5%
Pesticides 15%

4_‘.

4. INSUFFICIENT CROP INSURANCE UNDER PM MODI’S,
PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJANA (PMFBY)

The mUch—hyped PMFBY crop insurance scheme has proven to be un- .
friendly to farmers and poorly designed. The scheme does not help
farmers against losses, since premiums are very high, and they have to
walit for many months for compensation which is usually only a frac-
tion of the lost crop value. In the first five years itself, the insurance
companies across the country earned a profit of 40,000 crore, while
the farmers across the country kept yearning for compensation. As a
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result, 'edvera’ge has been dec‘lining. Between 2016 and 2021, PMFBY |
saw a decline in participating farmers (362 lakh to 248 lakh) and States
(22 to 19), with shrinking coverage (474 to 387 lakh hectares), despite a
sharp rise in premiums. According to a September 2022 report, the

.- scheme had failed to reach even 50% of its targeted farmers.

§ »
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5. REDUCTION IN FARM SUBSIDIES R

The government has reduced subsidies on fertilisers, power, and irri-
gation, which have increased costs for farmers, making farming eco-
nomically unviable for many. For example, the fertiliser subsidy was re-
duced by nearly 13% - from a revised estimate of X1.89 lakh crores in
2023-24 to a budget allocation of X164 lakh crores in 2024-25. Similarly,
the Market Intervention Scheme and Price Support Scheme was in-
tended to help farmers when crop prices were low. Although it got
31,500 crore in the last Budget, nothing was spent. It was practically
discontinued in the 2023 Budget with an allocation of just rupees one
lakh. Even when the revised estimate for the scheme became 40 lakhs
in 2023-24, the allocations under the interim budget are again one .
lakh rupees. '

6. REDUCING AGRICULTURE'S SHARE IN THE UNION BUDGET

The agricultural sector allocation saw only a paltry rise in terms of allo- t
cation this year, 1.26 lakh crores in the revised estimates of 2023-24 to 1,,
1.27 lakh crore in 2024-25. As a share of the budget, the spending on
agriculture is hardly 2.67%. This shows that the Modi government has
deprioritized agriculture, even though it is currently in crisis.

7. FAILURE TO ADDRESS FARMER SUICIDES

Modi government has not taken sufficient measures to address the
underlying causes of farmer suicides, such as debt burdens, crop fail-
ures, and lack of social support systems. The all-India average of out-
standing loans per agriculture household is Rs 74,121 based on the



2019 I\ISS report. As a result, aﬁ:cording to National Crime Records

Bureau, in 2022, India saw 11,290 suicides in the farming sector,a 375 '

per cent rise'from the 10,881 suicides reported in 2021. Of these victims
in 2022, 5207 were farmers and 6,083 were agricultural labourers.

L _9:'TH'E"r'FALSEHOOD OF PM KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI

The Union government under PM Modi often makes claims that PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi has benefitted crores of farmers, however, in
budget 2024 allocation towards this scheme declined from X 66,825
crores for 2021- 22 to X 60,000 crores. Activists have raised serious
questions about the number of farmers benefltmg which are yet to
be satisfactorily answered.

T
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" 1. WAGES HAVE BEEN STAGNANT OR DECLINING FOR 10 YEARS

T

o

Labour Bureau data shows that between 2014-15 and 2022-23, real
wages of agricultural workers rose by only 0.8% per year, and just 0.2%
for non-agricultural workers. For construction workers, real wage
growth was actually negative. Essentially, there has been no signifi-
cant growth of real wages at the all-India level in the last 10 years. This
distress has been especially bad in the last few years. Real wag-
es—wages adjusted to inflation—in rural India contracted for 16 con-
secutive months, up to March 2023, according to CMIE. From 2019 to
2023, annual average growth rate of rural wages has been negative for
both agricultural (-0.6%) and non-agricultural (-1.4%) labourers.

2. EVEN SALARIED WORKERS HAVE NOT BEEN SPARED

According to PLFS data, after adjusting for inflation;salaried workers
made 12% less in 20'22—23 than they did iIn 201718., ..

3. WORKERS WERE SUFFERING EVEN BEFORE COVID, DUE TO
MODI POLICIES

The Modi government likes to blame Covid but the highest unemploy-
ment in 45 years occurred in 2017-18, before COVID. Mass Unemploy—' |
ment and the forced migration of educated youth back into agricul-
ture occurred before Covid. The blame lies entirely with blunders such
as demonetisation, a poorly-planned GST, failing non-bank finance
companies (NBFCs) to which public sector banks lent héavil'y in the
first term of Modi, and the failure of Make in India.
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4. WORKERS ARE REGRESSING FROM STABLE, SALARIED JOBS |
TO ‘SELF-EMPLOYMENT’ E
f { ; ¢

Modi's mismanagement has managed to reverse a decade of progress

' injob quality and stability under the UPA. From 2004 to 2017-18, more

" 4nd more workers were salaried, with their fraction rising from 18.5%
to 23.5%. The proportion of self-employment, a euphemistic term that
includes everything from pakora-sales on the street to unpaid family
work, dropped consistently from 55% to 51%. However, since 2017-18 we
have seen a complete reversal, and workers are falling back into dai-
ly-wage or self-employed work. Self-employment rose from 51% in
2017-18 to a shocking 57% in 2022-23.

5; CONTRACTUALIZATION HAS TAKEN OFF UNDER MODI

Loosening of labour laws under Modi has allowed industrialists to
avoid hiring permanent employees, and instead hire workers on inse-
cure contracts. According to the Annual Survey of Ind ustries, 98.4% of
factories employed contract workers in 2019-20, while in 2011, only -
28.3% of factories did so. In 2019-20, only 67% factories paid provident
fund (PF) and only 55% factories paid bonuses, down from 73% and
64% respectively in 2010-11. Even for those working as contractual
labour, they are worse off now. In 2014, contract workers made almost
as much as normal labour - only 5% less. A CEDA study showed that in
2017, contract workers made 25% less than directly hired labour. | b

6. MAKE IN INDIA HAS BEEN A COMPLETE FAILURE

Contrary to the government's PR claims, the share of manufacturing

in the GDP has been falling since 2014 and hit an all-time low of 13% in
2022. PM Modi has initiated the ‘de-industrialization’ of India, with the
share of manufacturing in employmeht dropping from 12.6% in 2011-12
to just 11.6% in 2021-22. From 2011-12 to 2022, the total number of work-
ers in manufacturing was stagnant, going from approximately 6 crore
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to just éi:ﬂout‘:a}_ crore. In those 10 years, however, with 1 crore youth
entering the workforce each year, adding 3 lakh manufacturing jobs
each year ista drbp in the bucket. The BIP is squandering India’s de-
mographic dividend. This is the reality of Make in India.

" * 7. EXPORT GROWTH HAS ALSO BEEN VERY SLOW UNDER BIP
Merchandise exports grew four times from $77 billion in 2004 to $323
billion in 2014. Between 2014 and 2022 they grew only one-and-a-half
times to $454 billion. With less production for global markets comes
fewer jobs.

8. MGNREGA IS BEING DELIBERATELY WEAKENED, HURTING 15
CRORE HOUSEHOLDS

PM Modi has never believed in MGNREGA, and vilified it on the floor of
Parliament. However, he was forced to recognize its importance
during the COVID-19 pandemic, when it was the only source of earn-
ing for many rural workers, and indeed saved lakhs from poverty and
starvation: However, since then, the budget was reduced to 60,000
crore in 2023-24, the lowest in five years. Accounting for backlogs, this
is not even enough to provide 30 days of work to the 15 crore house-
holds who benefit from MGNREGA, way below the statutory require-
ment of 100 days. 3

9. THE BJP IS MAKING IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR WORKERS TO
ACCESS MGNREGA

Since 2021, over 7.6 crore workers' MGNREGA job cards have been de-
leted. The government has also tried to restrict eligibility, labelling
almost 11 crore workers out of the 25.25 crore registered as ‘inactive’.
Workers are being required to mark attendance in a smartphone app
at specific times, even though workers often cannot access smart-
phones, do not have reliable internet access, or servers may be down.

T
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In addit{;i!c')n, v'\}o.rkers will now only get paid if they are enrolled in the
‘“Aadhaar-Based Payment System”, even though 35% of registered
workers are still i'neligible for it. These complex rules are causing work-
ers to lose wages despite their hard work.

i TO. THE MODI GOVERNMENT HAS NEGLECTED JOB-CREATING
MSMES i

MSMEs are the backbone of India's economy; accounting for over 10
crore jobs - India’s largest employment sector after agriculture. In-
stead of supporting MSME growth, however, the BJP government has
been focused on its Double-A friends and creating Modi-Made Mo-
nopolies. While hitting MSMEs with high GST ratesand a high compli-
ance burden, it handed large corporates a 25% tax cut, putting X1 lakh
crore each year straight into billionaires’ pockets. It has also handed
corporates over 1 lakh crore through the PLI scheme, generating a
very small number of jobs at an outrageous cost. |

11.MISMANAGEMENT OF THE COVID-|9 LOCKDOWN WAS DEEPLY
HARMFUL TO WORKERS

The Modi Government announced a nationwide lockdown with only
four hours' notice which suddenly halted economic acfiv'ity, triggered
a terrible humanitarian crisis and disrupted the livelihood of 4 crore
migrant workers. For weeks they walked with their families back to
their homes, without any regular food and water supply. They were left
completely stranded by the BJP government. Many migrant workers
and their family members died during this period. It has been consid-
ered the largest displacement of workers and families in India since
Partition.

|
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i PM}. Modi made a commitment before G20 world leaders in 2016 to
lead efforts to “eliminate safe havens for economic offenders” and o

‘remove the "excessive banking secrecy that hide the corrupt and
their deeds’. Instead he has neutered India's _investigative agencies
and facilitated the expansion of his cronies into every strategic sector
of the economy.

1. SEBI'S INEXPLICABLE INABILITY TO INVESTIGATE THE ADANI
GROUP

The Supreme Court's Expert Committee, claimed by some interested
parties to have issued a “clean chit”, gave damning revelations about
SEBI's inability to fully investigate the Modani Scam. It poihted_ out in
its report that SEBI had in 2018 diluted and subsequently, in 2019, en-
tirely deleted the reporting requirements relating to the ultimate ben-
eficial (i.e. actual) ownership of foreign funds. This had tied its hands to
the extent that “the securities market regulator suspects wrongdomg,
but also finds compliance with various stlpulat|ons in attendant regu-
lations... It is this dichotomy that has led to SEBI-drawing a blank
worldwide,” the Expert Committee stated. In other words, SEBI sus-

pects that the Adani Group has violated the rules regarding minimum

public shareholding using opaque overseas funds, including the
widely reported 20,000 crore of benami funds, but has failed to do -
anythmg about it. All of which has been rather convenient for PM
Modi and his cronies.

2. BLATANT VIOLATION OF SECURITIES AND MONEY-LAUNDER-
ING LAWS

On 31 August 2023, the Organised Crime and Corruption Réporting



Projectirevealed the actual ownership of two of the 13 benami shell

companies that SEBI has failed to identify despite years of “investiga—' At

tion". Chang Chung-Ling and Nasser Ali Shaban Ahli at one point held
8-14% of benami holdings in Adani Enterprises, Adani Ports and Spe-
cial Economic Zone, Adani Power and Adani Transmission. This was via
04 shell étﬁmpahies in Mauritius, UAE and British Virgin Islands in blatant
violation of SEBI's minimum shareholding laws. '

On 12 October 2023 The Financial Times newspaper showed how coal
trading firms controlled by Chang Chung-Ling and Mohamed Al
Shaban Ahli siphoned out 12,000 crore by over invoicing coal import-
ed by the Adani Group to Mundra Port in Gujarat. This directly contrib-
uted to higher electricity prices in India.

The two exposes established a clear link between money flowing out
from the pockets of Indian coal utilities and electricity consumers and
the funds flowing into Adani Group companies, inflating stock prices
in complete violation of SEBI rules relating to minimum owners"hilp.

Why is this being allowed under the watchful eyes of SEBI, ED and .
CBI? Electoral bonds of course (see point 7 below)

I. ;

3. LUNCH BANKING WITH STATE BANK OF INDIA

PM Modi has accused previous governments of “phone banking” but

what about his own innovation of “lunch banking”? In 2014, SBI
agreed to sign an MoU to lend the Adani Group $1 billion after a lunch
meeting in Brisbane, Australia, at which Gautam Adani, SBI chairper-
son Arundhati Bhattacharya and the PM were present. This became
necessary because Australian banks had refused to fund Adani's Car-
michael coal mine in Australia over environmental concerns.

4. PRICE RISE DUE TO CORRUPTION

The Adani group won six out of six airports - Ahmedabad, Lucknow,

T
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Manga'lbr‘e, Jaipur, Guwahati and Thiruvana nthapuram —that were
privatised in 2019, and also took control of Mumbai airport with the
help of ED and CBI raids on the previous owner. As a result, user devel-
opment fees that every passenger has to pay in their tickets are going
(o UP several fold, contributing to higher airfares.

In Jharkhand the Adani group made the then BJP government
change the terms of its thermal power plant that, according to :
Jharkhand government calculations, will cost Jharkhand consumers
<7410 crore over 25 years. All for Modani's benefit.

5. DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT_ LOOT

It is now clear that the true beneficiary of the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project are not the people of Mumbai but the PM's closest friend,
aided and abetted by former Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. De-
spite official and unofficial claims, the reality is that the Dharavi pro-
ject will result in Adani being given a mammoth 10.5 crore squ__a‘r""e feet
of real estate Transferable Development Rights (TDR) equivalent to 6-7
times the area of Dharavi. TDR is a transferable credit that allows
builders who use land, for instance, in approved slum development
projects to be compensated with extra constructlon raghts in other
areas.

Adani was awarded the Dharavi project under murky circumstances in .

which it won after offering a bid of 5,069, lower than the original 2018
winning bid by 32,131 crore after the original winning bidder was ex-
cluded. In the earlier tender, the developer was offered a TDR equiva-
lent to 5 crore square feet, but this has now jumped by 110%, which
could give Adani a profit margin as high as 434%. |

These supernormal profits have been enabled by Fadnavis' modifica-
tions of Development Control Regulations on 5 November, 2018 and
28 September, 2022 that have the effect of handing Adania huge TDR
bank. Dharavi is a diverse, thriving community of 7 lakh people that

S
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represéh’ts a‘mini-India. It has a large number of small, independent
businesses that generate an estimated X100 crore in annual income r
to the govermment. Yet documents show that most of these people
will be evicted out and only 54,461 slum dwellers and 9,522 residents in
chawls and buildings will receive a rehabilitation home within Dharavi.

L However Modani will benefit greatly from it.

6. WILFUL DEFAULTERS AND THIEVES ALLOWED TO ESCAPE .

Why is it that wilful defaulters with close personal links to PM Mod
were allowed to escape India? Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi scammed
about 13,000 crore from public sector banks while Vijay Mallya ran
away with 9,000 crore. The top 50 bank defaulters in India accounted
for loans worth 68,607 crore being written off in the banking system
until September 2019. The PM's friend Mehulbhai's Gitanjali Gems tops
the list of the defaulters with a whopping amount of 5,492 crore
being written off.

7. BJP WASHING MACHINE AT WORK

A 16,000 crore mining scam by the Bellary brothers of Karnataka was
washed clean after they re-joined BIP. The Wh|tewa5hmg of Himanta
Biswa Sarma, an accused in the Saradha chit scam, Wh_o was made

‘the CM after he joined BIP. Suvendu Adhikari from West Bengal, an
accused in the Narada sting who went on to join the BJP. Narayan
Rane was accused of a money-laundering racket was made a Union
Minister. Home Minister Amit Shah accused the NPP-led government
in Meghalaya of being the most corrupt government in India, and BIP
joined the government post elections. All of these BIP leaders have in
some form been protected by the Modi government.

8. ELECTORAL BONDS USED TO FAVOUR THE RULING PARTY

Electoral Bonds - which were vehemently opposed by all political par-
ties and unconstitutionally passed as a Money Bill without discussion
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in Parlidment - allow corporations to make large donations to political
parties completely anonymously, thus giving them significant lever- %
age for undue favour by parties in power. It is no surprise that the
suit-boot BIP is the primary recipient of these donations. According to
... the Association for Democratic Reforms, the BIP received 57% of the
i ?@;191“6:’0@ in electoral bonds between March 2018 and January 2023
for which audit reports are available (the total bonds redeemed WELS
311,985 crore). In 2018-19, the year of the general election, the BIP re-
ceived 74% of the 3,441 crore given in electoral bonds. An unholy
cocktail of coercion and purported quid pro quo favours needed to
achieve this can only be described as corruption.

Ry






S5, STS AND 0BCS
BETRAYED

"' 1. RISING ATROCITIES AGAINST SCs AND STs

In 2022, 57,582 cases were registered for committing crimes against
SCs, showing an increase of 13.1% over 2021 (50,900 cases). A total of
10,064 cases were registered for committing crimes against Sched-
uled Tribes (ST), showing an increase of 14.3% over 2021 (8,802 cases).
While the crime rate has been on the rise, the conviction rate has
been dropping. The biggest increases in the rate of atrocities have oc-
curred in the BIP-ruled states of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

2. FAILURE TO HOLD A.'CAS'-.I'E CENSUS TO ENUMERATE OBCs

OBC reservations need to be rationalised with empirical data to
ensure proper representation, The national census —when it is held,
that is — enumerates the population of SCs and STs but there is no offi-
cial data about OBCs. The UPA carried out the Sdcig-Economic and
Caste Census (SECC) but its data has been suppressed, and the Modi
‘government refuses to commit to a new SECC. The fear that the up-
dated numbers of OBCs will open a Pandora’s box for the BIPis effec-
tively robbing OBCs of adequate representation in central govern-
ment jobs and in educational institutions. i

3. EXCLUSION OF SC, ST AND OBC IN THE EWS QUOTA

The reservation quota for Economically Weaker Sections excludes SC,

ST and OBC category individuals even though EWS is an economic

rather than a caste-based reservation. The poor of all communities are

economically weak and therefore deserving of EWS quotas. The 'oth-
ering' of socially and educationally disadvantaged classes - including

.
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SCS/ST%7@BC§ by excluding them from this new reservation on the |
ground that they enjoy pre-existing benefits, is to heap fresh 1nJu5t|ce )
based on past dlsab|l|ty

', 4.ATTACK ON RESERVATIONS THROUGH RECKLESS PRIVATISA-
" " TION OF PSUs

T
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The Modi government-led reckless privatisation of PSUs is a death
knell for the SCs and STs. As a result of sale and downsizing, the
number of people working in PSUs between 2013 and 2022 has fallen
from 17.3 lakh to 14.6 lakh. This means that 2.5 lakh jobs reserved for
these disadvantaged groups have been eliminated. Similarly, 18 lakh
people were employed in Railways in 2014 but the number has re-
duced drastically to 11 lakh people today. The privatisation of health
and education is further reducing job opportunities for SC, ST and
OBC citizens. Parliamentary Committee scrutiny of PSU records shows
that SC/ST candidates are not promoted to senior positions.

5. INHERENT BIAS AGAINST SC, ST, OBCs

Out of a total of 322 officers currently holding thé peosts of Joint Secre-

taries and Secretaries under the Central Staffing Scheme in different
Ministries/Departments, 16, 13, 39 and 254 belong to SC.,_ST, Other

Backward Classes (OBC) and General category, ?espectiveiy. As per in-
formation received from 75 ministries and departments, the percent- )
age of SC, ST and OBC officers in Group A posts is 13.21%, 6.01% and <
18.07% respectively in 2022.

6. EROSION OF ADIVASI RIGHTS

The 2006 Forest Rights Act was a progressive legislation that con-
ferred land and livelihood rights — both individual and community - to
Adivasi and other families living in forest areas of the country. During
the UPA rule, the Union government was required to verify the
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consen_’é of the forest dwellers and ensure recognition of their rights
over the forest before private projects could be approved. Under the
Modi goverr’rr‘nerlwt's Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2022, the forest land
can be handed over even before the state government gets the con-

. sent of the forest dwellers. Local adivasis are struggling to protect their

“sacred lands from being degraded and exploited by biased authorities
in the region.This has completely undermined the r!ghts of for-
est-dwelling communities and is aimed at enriching the BJP’s cronies.

7. WAR ON EDUCATION

While claiming to support the education of religious minorities, the
Modi government has slashed funding for education and scholarships
for 20% of the population. On 25 November 2022, the government dis-
continued, in part, the pre'—matric scholarships for minorities for class-
es 1to 8. From 2023, the Modi Government has stopped pre-matric
scholarship program for students from classes 1to 8 belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward Classes
(OBC), and minority communities. The government had stopped the
18-year-old Padho Pradesh (study abroad) Program that provided an
interest subsidy on education loans for students f‘rom mmorlty com-
munities studying abroad

8. BUDGET SLASHES

The total allocation for the welfare of the SCs is Rs 1,65,598 crore and
for the STs, Rs 1,21,023 crore; however, much of it goes into general
schemes. The allocations for the targeted schemes for SCs stood at Rs
44 282 crore and for the STs, Rs 36,212 crore. When one examines the
schemes in the outcome budget, there are no physical targets for
these and hence it is not specific to the community. The allocation to-
wards Venture capital for Dalits has been drastically reduced from

Rs 70 crore to Rs 10 crore. there was an allocation of Rs 10 crore for the
National Safai Karmachari Finance and Development Corporation; but

T
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this tim,‘é,ﬁthe}e has been an allocation of only Rs 0.01 crore - which is
almost nil. The allocation for the National Scheduled Caste Finance
clgle Developr‘*neht Corporation was Rs 15 crore last year. It has been re-
duced to just Rs 0.01 crore this year.

"' " 9. UNFULFILLED VACANCIES AND DROPOUTS IN CENTRAL UNI-
VERSITIES 3 ' '

Overall, only 20% of teacher positions sanctioned under the general
category were vacant, compared to 44% amOng OBC positions, 38%
among SC positions and 45% among ST positions. Also notably, 71% of
posts sanctioned under the EWS quota and 58% under the Persons
with Disabilities were vacant. Among all the reservation groups, Gen-
eral Category positions had the least vacancy share. Out of the posi-
tions occupied, 871 positiorns have been filled by Scheduled Castes,
showing a representation of 14.3 per cent. 426 positions are occupied
by the Scheduled Tribes, accounting for a mere representation of 7
percent. '

A total of 13,626 reserved category students dropped out from central
universities, Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs) énd Indian Institutes
of Management (lIMs) over the last five years. In the case of Central
Universities (CUs), Sarkar said that as many as 4,596 OBC 2424 SC,
and 2,622 ST students dropped out in the last ﬂvé years. In |ITs, 2,066
OBCs, 1,068 SC and 408 ST students dropped out. In [IMs, the figure
remained at 163, 188, and 91 for OBC, SC and ST students, respectively.

A total of 35950 students died by suicide in the country between 2019
and-2021, and yet the government does not collect any data on

number of SCs and STs who commit suicide due to social discrimina-

tion.
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10. LOW ’PU§LIC PROCUREMENT FROM SC AND ST-OWNED BUSI- :

NESSES
i

The UPA had introduced reservations in public procurement from

1 MSMEs owned by SCs and STs. However implementation by the Modi

ngernhﬁent has been lackadaisical, and not even 1% of the MSMEs
from which goods and services are produced belong to SCs and STs.

o



woTE

WOMEN

" 1. RISING ATROCITIES AGAINST WOMEN
Women's safety continues to deteriorate nationwide. A staggering
4,45,256 cases were registered in 2022 alone, this is equivalent to
nearly 51 FIRs every hour. The majority of crimes against women under
the Indian Penal Code have been on account of cruelty by the hus-
band or his relatives (31.4%) followed by kidnapping and abduction of
women (19.2%), assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty
(18.7 per cent), and rape (7.1%). The national average crime rate against
\Welaglcly increased from 64.5 in 2021 to 66 in 2022 (number of incidents
per 1lakh population). -

This violence prevents women from fully participating in public life, in
economic activities and from fulfilling their potential. The BJP's an-
ti-women attitude exacerbates this problem. According to the Associ-
ation for Democratic Reform, 21 BJP MPs and MEASﬂhave cases of
crimes against women lodged agamst them, the hlghest number of
cases from a single political party.

-

2. THE RAPE CRISIS

A total of 31,516 rape cases were recorded in 2022 in India, this is 86

cases on average a day. While rapes are on the rise, the conviction rate |

stands at an abysmal 27.4%. Whether it is Kuldeep Singh Sengar, the

BJP MLA implicated in the Unnao rape case or the Modi government'’s -

approval of the early release of the Bilkis Bano rapists and murderers,
or the cover-up of the Hathras rape case, the BJP seems to stand for
rapists against the victims.

.
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The shife of victims who were minors or below 18 ~the legal age of |

“consent - stood at 10%. A critical concern emerged from Uttar Pradesh

recording 62 cases categorised as 'Murder with rape/ gangrape. This
specific classification points to instances where rape is followed by
murder, signalling an alarming trend requiring immediate attention

. fartd strmgent measures. The BIP-led state has turned out to be the

most perilous for women. i
3. WRESTLER PROTESTS

In January 2023, several champion Indian Wrestlers (both men and
women) began a protest against'the alleged misconduct. sexual har-
assment and intimidation of female wrestlers by BIJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh when he was President of the Wrestling Federation of
India. The findings of the' mvestlgatlon into this issue were not made
public.

The government has chosen to back its MP Brij Bhushan Singﬁ""de—
spite serious accusations by athletes, forcing them to launch a |
months-long protest at Jantar Mantar. Sanjay Singh, a Brij Bhushan
loyalist was later elected as the WF| Chief. Wrestlers had to go to the
level of returning their medals and awards in an attempt to be heard
but to no avail. -

-

4. ABYSMALLY LOW FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION

India has one of the lowest female labour force participation rates

(LFP) in the world. As per estimates from the International Labour Or-

ganisation, female labour force participation in India for 2022 was a
mere 24%, much lower than its neighbours like Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka. Over nearly two decades, India's female labour partici-
pation rate looks like a steady downward curve: From 32% in 2005 to
19% in 2021 The share of women employed in regular salaried jobs in
urban India decreased from 54 per cent in the first quarter to 52.8

T
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perceﬁt’in the second quartér of 2023-24. Even with higher levels of |

education and health, there is a serious dearth of decent and produc-'

tive employment.

5. THE UJJWALA SCHEME HAS LIMITED BENEFITS DUE TO THE

e fHIGHEST EVER PRICES OF LPG

o

The orice of a gas cylinder has increased from 410 during UPA years
to Y903 in 2024, an increase of over double. One out of every four ben-
eficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana either did not take any
cylinders during the last financial year 2022-2023 or took just one refill.
Therefore, it is no surprise that m'any rural households do not benefit.
Government data shows that despite having gas connections, about
47% of rural households still- depend on wood and dung cakes.

6. BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO ONLY FOR ADVERTISEMENT,
WHILE NIRBHAYA FUNDS REMAIN UNSPENT

The government spent a whopping 80% of fu nds under its ﬂagshlp
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme on media campaigns, found
the Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment cn‘ Women. Between
the inception of the scheme in 2014-15 and 2019- 20 the total budget-
ary allocation under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme was X 848
crore. During this period, an amount of X622.48 crore was released to
the states. However, only 25.13% of the funds, i.e., I156.46 crore had
been spent, reflecting a not up-to-the-mark performance of the
scheme. |

39177 crore worth of projects had been approved under the Nirbhaya -

fund from 2014 and 2021. As of April 28, 2023, per the government's
data, around 12,0085 crore has been appraised under the ‘Nirbhaya’

project, of which only 4,923 crore has been released and 32,521 crore

has been utilised (which is roughly around 21% of the appraised
amount and 51% of the released amount). This shows that PM Modi's

T



» L ]

interest'in women's rights is ohly publicity, not in substance.

7. THE SOBERING REALITY OF FEMALE HEALTHCARE

t. - The NFHS-5 highlights a worrisome figure of 11% of pregnant women
T Who were still either unreached by a skilled birth attendant or did not

access institutional facilities. The average out-of-pocket expendlture
on delivery in a public health facility increased in half the surveyed
states. Teenage pregnancy has declined only marginally by 1% point
and 7.9% of women in the age group of 15-19 years were already moth-
ers or pregnant at the time of the survey. A very small segment of the
population'is currently accessing the full range of sexual and repro-
ductive health services such as screening tests for cervical cancer
(1.9%) and breast examinations (0.9%). The prevalence of child mar-
riage has gone down but only margmally from 26.8% in 2015-16 to
23.3% in 2019-21.
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DISHARMONY

" 1. BIP LEADERS HAVE OPENLY SPREAD HATE AND VIOLENCE

ACROSS INDIA v j

Today, spreading hate or inciting violence is a minimum qualification
to be a BIP leader. It is impossible to fully document all the hate that
has been spread by the BIP in the last 10 years, but here are 10 exam-

ples:

A. Anurag Thakur, BIP MP & Union Minister, raised “goll maro”
Slogans in 2020.

B.Jayant Sinha BIP MP & Union Minister, welcomed 8 people
convicted of mob lynching and sentenced to life in pnson W|th
garlands and sweets in 2018. ki

C. Lal Singh Chaudhary and Chander Prakash, BJP ministers in
the J&K government, attended protests g|V|,ng a communal
colour to the Kathua Rape Case and supportmg the rapists in
2018. -

D.T Raja Singh, BJP MLA has repeatedly called for violence and
economic boycotts against minorities. -

E. BJP MLAs in Gujarat defended the convicted rapists of Bilkis -

_ Bano, supported their early release and shared a stage Wlth

them.

F. Pravesh Shukla, BJP worker & associate of BJP MLA Kedar-
nath Shukla, urinated on an Adivasi man in Madhya Pradesh in

2020.

T
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4G, Ashwini Upadhyay,‘ BJP leader, raised slogans for violence
“against minorities at Jantar Mantar in Delhi in 2021.
f‘ ; '
H. Rajkumar Thukral, BJP MLA, assaulted two Dalit women in
~Uttarakhand and used casteist slurs against them, in 2018.

. Himanta Biswa Sarma, BIJP CM of Assam, posted on Twitter . s

that "Shudras” are to serve “Brahmins, Kshatriyas, and Vaishy—

n

as.

J. Pragya Thakur, terror-accused & BJP MP, has called Na-
thuram Godse a ‘deshbhakt’ and said that “shudras feel bad”
because of a “lack of understanding.”

2. UNCHECKED RISE IN CRIMINAL HATE SPEECH

Cases under Section 153A of the IPC (promoting enmity on the.ground
of religion, race, and place of birth) have mcreased from 323 in 2014 to
1,523 in 2022, a five-fold increase.

3. CASTE ATROCITIES ARE A DAILY OCCURREN’GE UNDER BJP
RULE i

Some of the most shameful caste atrocities in Indla s history have OC-
curred under BJP rule |

A. Under BJP CM Adityanath, in 2020, a 19-year old Dalit
“woman was gang-raped and murdered in Hathras, Uttar _
Pradesh. Her body was then forcibly burned by authorities at

- 2.30 AM, without knowledge of her family.

B. Four Dalit youth were stripped, tied to a car, and thrashed in

public by a mob in Una, in BIP-ruled Gujarat. Cases were filed

-
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"‘V-afgaihst Dalit protesto‘rs and mobs attacked them repeatedly.,
The BIP government failed to keep the mob lynchers in jail,
and the'Dalit victims were attacked again, 2 years later.

4. INSTITUTIONALISATION OF CASTE DISCRIMINATION IN HIGHER

T

o

Under the BIP, caste discrimination has become institutionalised in
India’s colleges and universities. Due to rampant discrimination, Payal
Tadvi and Rohith Vemula, as well as many other SC and ST students,
died by suicide. The ABVP, RSS' student wing, has been implicated in
many of these cases. '

5. BJP ATTACKS ANY COMMUNITY THAT STANDS UP FOR ITS
RIGHTS

When farmers protested on Delhi's border against the 3 black farm
laws, the BIP termed them all ‘terrorists’ and ‘Khalistanis’, even saying
so on record in the Supreme Court. When communities have agit’ated
for reservations, whether Jats in Haryana, Dattdars in Gujarat, or Mar-
athasin Maharashtra the BJP government in every case has order vio-
lent and indiscriminate lathicharges. |

6. IT CELL & TROLL ARMY

A BIP factory of hate and propaganda has been established on
WhatsApp and social media. Thousands of BIP IT cell workers spread
fake news and communally inflammatory messages. It is meant to
create an atmosphere of insecurity in the country and help the BJP
win votes.
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7. DELIBERATE TARGETING OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES

The Modi government has systematically targeted religious minorities.
The discriminatory Citizenship Amendment Act had the sinister pur-
pose of differentiating Indian citizenship on religious grounds.

- 8.BIP MALIGNS ENTIRE STATES IN INDIA FOR ELECTORAL GAIN « '

The Home Minister implied that Kerala was a threat to India during his
election campaign in Karnataka, while the Prime Minister promoted a
film that defamed Kerala via malicious exaggeration.

9. MANIPUR IS BURNING BUT PM MODI STAYS SILENT

Since May 2023, Manipur has been plunged into conflict and violence.
Over 180 people have been killed and thousands have been injured or
displaced. BJP CM Biren Singh has stoked the flames of this violence
with repeated provocations and communal statements. However, for 9
months, Prime Minister Modi has spoken up about the horrifying situ-
ation in Manipur. Apparently, 36 lakh Ma'nipuris'are not important
enough for him to visit even once, or make attempts to put an end to
the violence in any manner. :

10. POLITICISATION OF NATIONAL TRAGEDIES

In Kashmir, the Modi government's missteps have antagonised resi-
dents of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. Recall that Kashmiri minorities
were forced to flee the valley during the BJP-supported National Front
govefnment iN 1990, but that has not prevented the BJP from politi- .
cising their plight for electoral gain. The irony is that the UPA imple-
mented a major housing and rehabilitation package for displaced
Kashmiri Hindus in 2008, which the BJP's heartlessness has led to the
first killings of Kashmiri Hindus and Sikhs since the 1990s under the |
Modi government. ' '
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_ SUBVERTED

'I. UNDERMINING ELECTED GOVERNMENTS WITH MONEY POWER
Opposition-led state governments in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Karna—
taka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Manipur fell after the BIP
used blatant money power and threats of investigation to induce
MLAs to switch sides. By the time the courts rule on their illegality, as
occurred in Maharashtra, it becomes too late to go back to the status
quo, cementing these illegal actions. '

2. MISUSE OF INVESTIGATI\)E AGENCIES

Since 2014, a 5-fold jump in ED cases against politicians has occurred,
95% of these politicians are from the Opposition. |

rossniios deasr Number of Investigations against
9 gency Investigations the Opposition
2004-14 2004-14
Enforcement Directorate 26 121 54% 95%
Central Bureau of 72 124 60% 95%
Investigation

Very clearly, the investigative agencies have become reduced to tools
of political intimidation. The BIP lures politicians using money power
and the promise of freedom from investigation, the famous Modi
Washing-Machine. Prominent examples of this phenomenon include
Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma and ex-TMC |leader Suvendu
Adhikari. |

.
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3. ABUSE OF SEDITION LAW

until the Sﬁ‘preme Court placed the colonial-era sedition law on hold
in 2022, the BIP had been freely misusing the law to silence legiti-

1 _}m_,ate-cr.itici'sm. According to the publication Article 14, 96% of sedition

cases filed against 405 Indians for criticising politiciansiand govern-
ments over the last decade were registered after 2014, with 149 ac-
cused of making “critical” and/or ‘derogatory” remarks against PM
Modi and 144 against Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath.
Using sedition to quell free speech can only be described as anti-na-
tional. -

4; DYSFUNCTIONAL PARLIAMENT

The 1oth Lok Sabha (2014-19) had the lowest sitting ever of 331 days.
The 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) has officially beaten this dubious record
with even fewer sitting days, just 275, Impdrtant legislation like.the
Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita,'étc WES
passed with either the Opposition in protest or Suspension. The Winter
Session of 2024 also witnessed the largest-ever suspension of MPs; the
tally amounting to a whooping 146. In the last sevén years, on average,
79% of the budget has been passed without any discussion.

5. INDIA BECOMES AN ELECTORAL AUTOCRACY

The inability of the once proudly independent Election Commission of -
India to act against blatant violations of electoral law by the ruling |

party is just one sign of democratic backsliding under the Modi Sarkar.

V-Dem now describes India as an “electoral autocracy” because of the |

curtailment of rights of the press, academia and civil society organisa-
tions since 2014. Freedom House ranks India as “partly free” because

of the curtailment of citizens' rights, intimidation of academia and the
cancellation of FCRA licences of more than 20,000 NGOs.

-:L.'
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6. FEDERALISM WEAKENED BY THE MODI GOVERNMENT

The Goods é‘nd Services Tax (GST) involved India’s states giving up a
modicum of fiscal autonomy in return for promises of compensation

from the Centre. Yet the Modi government held back compensation

when the states needed it most during Covid-19, forcing them to
borrow from the market and increase their indebtedness. The govern-
ment has increasingly resorted to cesses rather than taxes since cess
revenues do not need to be shared with the states, thereby rendering
the slogan of “cooperative federalism” hollow.

-
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Apart from delaying GST compensation, the Modi government has
also attempted to take control of land registration which is a valuable
source of revenue for many large states.

e



NATIUNAl SEGURITY
COMPROMISED

R PM’S “CLEAN CHIT” TO CHINA

}
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For four years, the Modi government has tried to cover up the worst
territorial setback in six decades for India with its DDLIJ approach:
Deny, Distract, Lie and Justify. Chinese troops continue to deny Indian
patrols access to the strategic Depsang Plains, Demchok and other
areas in eastern Ladakh. China continues to deny us access to 2,000
square km despite 18 rounds of military talks. Government sources
have revealed how Indian troops have lost access to 26 out of 65 pa-
dgellilgle points and that the Modi government has agreed to buffer
zones in which India cedes further territory.

All of this was enabled by the PM's 19 June 2020 clean chit to China -
when he said “Na koi hamari seema mein ghus aaya hai, na hi koi
ghusa hua hai”, a profound insult to our fallen soldiers in Galwan. This
insult has been compounded by schemes like Adnipath that weaken
soldiers’ welfare and morale through discriminatory treatment

'PM Modi has not only failed to _restore the sta_tué quo in Ladakh in four

- years. He has also stood by as China increases its stranglehold on Bhu-
tanese territory in the past six years, despite hollow claims of an Indian
victory in Doklam in 2017, which poses a major threat to India’s Siliguri

Corridor, also referred to as the Chicken's Neck. China continues to
make inroads into Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Maldives, to

which India is responding with social media campaigns and the ban-

ning of Chinese apps.

Yet the PM is afraid to take the name of China. When will he end his
silence and tell the truth to the people of India? Uy

e
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2. PULWAMA LAPSES

Forty Centr§] Reserve Police Force (CRPF) jawans were killed on 14
February 2019 in a terrorist attack on their convoy in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pulwama district. For 10-12 days a car loaded with RDX freely

i roamed the streets of Kashmir without alerting authorities, hunting

for its target. Former J&K Governor Satya Dal Malik alleged that the
central government had rejected a CRPF request for aircraft, forcing
thejaWans to travel by road in a vulnerable manner. When he ac-
knowledged the failure, PM Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit Doval asked him to remain quiet and to not
allow the government accountable for any security lapses or intelli-
gence failures.

3. ABSENCE OF A NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY

In nine years the Modi government has failed to produce a National
Security Strategy that lays out how India will achieve its security:objec-
tives using various instruments of national power, be they military,
diplomatic or economic. In 2019 the Congress Party drafted a National
Security Strategy authored by Lt Gen (Retd) DS Hooda But on 29 De-
cember 2022 former Chief of Army Staff MM Naravahe lamented that
the Modi government was pursuing defence reforms in the absence
of an overall strategy. This is a failure of vision. '

4. ILLEGAL USE OF PEGASUS SPYWARE

Israeli Pegasus spyware was illegally used to target politicians, 40
Indian journalists, academicians and civil society activists in India. It

was reported that the Modi government bought Pegasus as part of a |

$2 billion arms deal with Israel in 2017. The spyware, classified as a cy-
ber-arm, can only be sold to a government, highlighting.the serious
nature of the attack. Using a foreign-owned and -operated spyware
could have exposed Indian secrets to foreign agencies. Using this tax-
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payer fiiﬁdea spyware against political opponents, apart from being il-
legal, is a complete violation of the norms of Indian democracy. The | )
Modi govern‘me'nt refused to cooperate with the Supreme Court-mon- :
itored committee that investigated the allegations, and the report has

&' not been released to the public.
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5. NORTHEAST IN FLAMES » b SR e

At a time when China is threatening our borders the Modi govern-
ment has permitted tensions in the northeast to rise. Assam-Mizoram
tensions escalated on 26 July 2021 after clashes erupted between their
respective police forces, leaving seven dead and 60 people injured. Six
of those killed were policemen from Assam. In Manipur, 35,000 people
have been displaced and around 1,700 houses burnt. 60 people lost
their lives and over 200 were 'injured in disturbances that spread
across Manipur from 3 May 2023. This is the result of BIP's “double
engine” governments.

6. BIP'S DISTURBING LINKS WITH TERRORISM

The Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist Talib Hussain Shah,'who had been cap-

tured in Jammu and Kashmir by the local residents, was a BIP of-
fice-bearer in the state. Former BIP leader Tariq Ahmad Mir was ar-

rested in 2020 for procuring weapons for Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander Naveed Babu. In 2017, Assam BJP leader Niranjan Hojai was )
sentenced to life imprisonment. He was found to be involved in a <
scam worth Rs. 1,000 crore in which funds were diverted to support a
militant group. ' |

7. INADEQUATE DEFENCE BUDGET

The defence budget, including pensiohs of 25-30 lakh veterans, has
fallen to below two per cent of GDP for the first time in decades. This is



being done as threats from China and Pakistan loom on our borders.

8. AGNIPATH SCHEME

The pOQrIy conceived Agnipath scheme will weaken our national se-

curity, damage unit cohesion and create a skew in the representation
of all communities in our most important national institution, the
Indian Armed Forces. It will recruit fewer youth for service in the
armed forces, give them less training than before and will release a
large number of military personnel into an uncertain job market every
year, which could affect social stability. '

The Modi government's callous attitude towards national security,
which it looks at solely from the lens of electoral advantage, is also evi-
dent from the revelation in former Army Chief MM Naravane's book
that the Army was “taken by surprise” by the Agnipath scheme and
that "for the Navy and Air Force, it came like a bolt from the blue.”

—-.



