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“Forever United” is a powerful oil painting that embod-
ies Ethiopia’s enduring struggle and aspiration for unity.
At its center stands Yekuno Amlak, a pivotal figure in
Ethiopian history, depicted with a commanding pres-
ence as he points toward a landscape of lush greenlands
dotted with traditional huts, symbolizing the nation’s
deep-rooted heritage. In his other hand, he firmly holds
the neutral Ethiopian flag, representing unity beyond
political and ethnic divisions. Surrounding him is a di-
verse group of individuals, each distinctly representing

Tihut Sebsiebe

different regions of Ethiopia, their gazes following his di-
rection with expressions of hope and determination. The
painting’s composition leads the eye to the far left, where
two modern buildings stand as the last human-made
structures, signifying Ethiopia’s ongoing journey to-
ward urbanization and progress. This visual contrast
between the traditional and the contemporary reinforc-
es the painting’s central theme—despite historical and
ongoing internal struggles, Ethiopia’s strength lies in its
ability to work together and embrace a shared future.
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