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a)®)a]oMN@3 8.0ah).aVl., Galgd 334).

IO @RY(UWOTING HAIDTDELIAIN )N 2 AMEI YA (aldAIdY0
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My Memoriesof Fr. Joshua Thavalathil OIC

Fr. Dr. FrancisAssisi Samuel OIC

‘.:_5, & . T
\“ /

A great sage, sanyasi, and holy priest, Fr. Joshua Thavalathil OIC is
oneof themost influential personsin my life. | remember himasmy parochia
vicar, spiritual inspiration, and Superior General.

My first memory of Fr. Joshuais asthe parochia vicar of our parish,
St. Stephens Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Kattanam. | still remember
him saying Holy Mass in our Church, giving us instructions for the First
Communion and First Confession, and receiving these sacraments from
him.

Most importantly, | remember his pastoral compassion and consoling
presence during my father’s passing away. At that time, | was alittle boy.
His unconditional love and caring ways will always remain seared in my
memory.

At that time, hetook meunder hiswings, and encouraged meto become
an altar server. He trained me and my friends to become altar servers.
Occasionally, he would invite us to the Ashram to enjoy his hospitality.
During that time, Fr. Koshy OIC and Bro. Aloysius Ol C were the members
of theAshram. These contactswould pave theway to my eventual vocation
to Bethany Ashram.

Soon, Fr. Joshua would become the Superior General of our
Congregation and moveto Nalanchira, Trivandrum. Fortunately, | finished
my high school studiesand | was accepted as an Aspirant; and, therefore, |
too moved to Bethany Ashram, Nalanchira. At that time, NalanchiraAshram
was al so Bethany Ashram Generalate. Being the Superior General, Fr. Joshua
received me as an Aspirant, Postulant, and Novice; he also received my
first vows and, later, my final vows.

After our novitiate, Fr. Possenti and | had to go to Punefor our priestly
studies. It was Fr. Joshua who prepared us for it and provided us with all
the necessary things we needed for 1tg|§ scholasticate. He accompanied us



to Pune and hel ped usto get acclimated in our new and exciting environment.
During our theology, Fr. Joshua came back to Pune as our Spiritual Father.
All through my religious and priestly life, he has been an anchor and icon
of exemplary lifefor me.

Fr. Joshuawas amodel religious and profoundly spiritual person. He
was a man of few words, deep conviction, and discerning action. He
understood the vision and the mission of Bethany and lived it to the fullest
measure. He inspired and encouraged us gently to follow his exemplary
life.

Fr. Joshua was truly aliving icon of religious and priestly life. Asa
religious, he was deeply committed to his vows. He lived a simple and
humblelife, alife of prayer and penance. Heimitated “ self-emptying Christ”
and intimately followed Him. He was a living example of the spirit and
spirituality of Bethany.

Asapriest and missionary, hewasareflection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Catholic tradition holds that a priest is the Icona Christi (the Icon of
Christ) and Alter Christus (Another Christ). That's, indeed, what he was!

My life’'sjourney, thus, intersected with Fr. Joshua'slifein many ways.
| am thankful for it and blessed by it. He hastouched my life and thelife of
our Congregation profoundly. We are grateful for it;and let us praise God
forit. May hismemory rejuvenate the vision and mission of our congregation
aswe have been celebrating our centenary. ]
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My Memories about
Very Rev. Fr. Joshua O.I.C.
John D. Kavinal

I met Fr.Joshua for the first time in 1965 at the funeral of my grand father,
Easow Mathunny Kavinal, (husband of his elder sister Aleyamma). My vivid
memory of a personal meeting with him goes back to his another visit to
Kudassanad. He was on his way to participate in the inauguration of Bethany
Convent at Ullannur. He had written to me earlier that | should wait for him at our
parish church so that | could go with him to Ullannur. On the way to the convent at
Ullannur, we visited my aunt Thankammain Ullannur, hardly one kilometer away
from the convent.

In 1932, in view of inaugurating the Syro Malankara Catholic Hierarchy in
TrivandrumArchbishop Mar Ivanios Ol C had entrusted Joshuaachan to find asuitable
placefor achurchin Trivandrum. Hewas ableto acquire at Palayam asmall piece of
land which had a dilapidated theatre. The theatre was converted to become the first
church of the forth coming Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. And subsequently the
inaugural function of the Syro Maankara Catholic Church was held therein. Joshua
achan becamethefirst vicar of that church. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos, during a personal meeting, had told me that the property deeds of the
Palayam Pro-Cathedral was still in the name of Joshua achan.

In a different occasion | got a chance to accompany Joshua achan to
Puthenkavu, Chengannur to participate in the marriage of Chinnammamma, elder
daughter of Mariakutty, my aunt. He happily participated in the marriage ceremony
even though it was conducted in a Jacobite church.

Oneday, after | finished my S.S.C.L ., he had asked me to accompany him to
Trivandrum for a short visit. | was delighted to go with him. In fact | was thrilled
since | had not yet been to the capital city. We reached there by evening and |
stayed at the Ashram. He introduced me to the priests there but now | could only
recollect Rev. Fr. Cyril O.1.C who later became the Superior General of Bethany
Ashram and the first Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. When |
was about to leave for Kudassanad the next day, JoshuaAchan asked me whether
| had sufficient money for the bus fare. | told him that | had two rupees.The bus
fare to Pandalam was three rupees and nighty five paisa. He gave me two rupees
which was sufficient to pay the bus fare. While giving the money he had told me
that heisnot permitted to use money for personal purpose and that he had obtained
that amount from the superior. He blessed me and said good byeto me. | understand
that JoshuaAchan was strict in observing the rules and regul ations of the monastry.
He had not done anything for his personal benefit; either in earthly or spiritual
realms. His vision, activities and personal life were that of atrue Saint. O
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Father Joshua Thavalathil OIC
Fr. William Nedumpurath OIC

Profile

Father Joshuawas born on 15th March 1905 in Thaval athil Kizhakkethil
house at Nariyapuram as the son of Chandi and Achiamma. He belonged to
Nariyapuram Malankara Catholic Church in then Trivandrum Archdiocese. He
studied at MGM H.S. Thiruvalla. Hewas sent to CM S college Kottayam for his
Intermediate course. This secular qualification helped him alot later when he
assisted Archbishop Mar Ivanios in the administration of the Archdiocese and
headed the Religious Congregation.

According to official records, hejoined Bethany Ashram on 21. 08. 1924
at Perunad. He was received in the Ashram by its founder Mar lvanios. After
three years of rigorous training he took hisreligious vows( profession) on2.7.
1927. After two more years of priestly training he was ordained apriest on 13.
4.1929 at Bethany Ashram Perunad by His Grace Geevarghese Mar |vanios.
After hisordination hewas appointed in almost all the branch houses of Bethany
Ashram like Perunad, Vennikkulam, Trivandrum, Kattanam, Thiruvalla,
Chengannur, Pune scholasticate, Kottayam generalate etc. Inthese houseshe
was either superior or procurator or spiritual father. He served the congregation
by the most important posts like Superior, Novice master, Spiritual father to
priest - students and two times Superior General of the congregation. He played
the role of a strong captain of the congregation as it was sailing through tough
turmoil initshistory in 1940s.

A Great Missionary

Father Joshua served almost all the missions started by Mar ivanios in
Malankara Catholic Church like Puthusserrymal a, Vadasserikkara, Thumpamon,
Nalanchira, Manaleyam, Vattiyoorkavu, Pro-cathedral Pattom and 19 mission
stationsin and around Trivandrum, Kattanam, Thiruvalla, Vengal, Puthenkavu,
Kurathicad, Komalloor, Vallikunnam, Puthuppally, Charumood, Vettinad,
Vempayam, Vellerampankad, Pune - Chinchwad. In all these places he was
respected as a great missionary. His greatness lies in being a true Bethanian
while he was an enthusiastic missionary.

A True Bethanian

Father Joshua was one of the pioneers of Bethany Ashram. He was a
member of Bethany even in its pre-Catholic status. It was a blessing that he
could live with the founder of the congregation. Being in thefirst group of its
members he could be considered asa co founder of the congregation. After the
reunion epoch, Father Joshua was a close associate of Mar Ivanios. In the
infant stage of the church Father Joshua served it bearing important roles and
responsibilities like pro- cathedral vicar, private secretary to the Archbishop.
Responsibilities like this did not keep him aloof from the spiritual exercises of
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theAshram. Hewasstrict in keeping the time table and community spirit of the
Ashram. Whenever he was appointed as a procurator, he was so sincere in
handling money that once he could not tally the account with the shortage of 10
paise, hewastroubled very much and spent alot of timein finding it out. Achan
was interested in agriculture. Maintaining avegetable garden was his hobby,
if onecan call it so.
A Man of Prayer and Compassion

Joshua achan was a pacifying personality. Anyone who is troubled with
some problems, he or she could approach Joshuaachan and get consoled. Short
in stature, one could wonder how could he manage al these responsibilities
without complaints. The answer would bethat hislifestyle wasbound around a
staunch prayer life. In his personal busy schedule of the day hetried not to miss
any community spiritual exercises.
Per sonal Experiences

| was blessed with the formation | received from Father Joshua. When |
was anovicein 1971 he was my novice master. From 1971 to 73 he was my
spiritual father at Pune scholasticate. Thus| am personally indebted to two
great guruachans- Father Joshua and Father Lawrence- of Bethany. If | have
imbibed alittle bit of Bethanian spirit, it isfrom the close association with our
wonderful forefathers like these two guru achans. | would like to expressafew
incidents in Joshua achan's life at the end of this note in Ma ayalam language.
That would help me not to lose the flavour and lessons to learn from these
incidents.
Conclusion

| personally believe that Bethany survived a century in its history by
providence of God, guidance of Holy Spirit and a strong foundation laid by our
forefatherslike Father Joshua. They weretruedisciplesof Mar Ivanioslike 12
apostles of Jesus Christ. They imbibed the Bethaian spirit by seeing, hearing,
touching and experiencing directly from its founder Mar Ivanios. The later
generations learned thevaluesfromthisfirst generations. Simplicity, community
spirit, missionary zeal, the dedication of lifein threereligiousvows, all thesewe
learned from this great lives. | must personally confess that today the later
generations of Bethany , some or other how, could not pass thetorch of TRUE
BETHANIAN SPIRIT to the next generations. If some people who knew the
Ivanian time Bethany and today's Bethany accuse us, it isnot they hate usbut |
believe they love Bethany and they want Bethany still to be the salt of the
earth and light of the world. Bethany has a very relevant role to play in the
Malankara as it passes through atime of stress and storm. | pray that sharing
like thisabout our co- founding Fathers would be aguidelineand truth bearing
torchin making Bethany abetter placeto livefor Maankara peoplewho like
toliveareligiouslife for the sake of God and His Church.

Adieu Joshua achal H
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Bethanian Presencein Mission Work and
Social Service

Fr. Mathew Manaluvila OIC

Introduction

Fr.Joshua Thavalathil Ol C belonged to the Order of the Imitation of Christ,
alias Bethany Ashram which is areligious Congregation for men founded by
Fr.PT.Geevarghese (Later Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios OIC) in 1919
at Perunad, Ranni, Pathanamthitta. This is the first religious congregation
founded in the Malankara Church which in the vicissitudes of history got
separated from the communion of the Universal Church in 1653. The founder
and most of the members of Bethany Ashram entered into the communion of
the Universal Church under the Roman Pontiff in September 1930. The Holy
See has granted Pontifical statusto Bethany Ashram in 1966.

1.1. Missionary Apostolate of Bethany Ashram

The members of Bethany Ashram strive to imitate Jesus Christ who kept
his communion with God the Father, preached the Gospel and served the humans
by liberating them from sin and suffering. The apostolic works of Bethany
Ashram consist of 1) Spiritual Renewal programmes such as Gospel preaching
and Retreat ministry 2) Work for the Unity of Churches 3) Evangelization
4) Pastoral work in the Malankara Catholic Church and as per the needs of the
Universal Church 5) Social Work 6) Spread of Gospel values through Media
7) Educational Activities. | would like present here a short description about
the missionary work and social service carried out by Bethany Ashram.

1.2. Missionary Activitiesin the First Decade

Mar Ivanios had ardently desired to propagate the Gospel among those
who have not yet heard about Jesus Christ and his teachings. He had accepted
a simple life style and even a special dress code which would represent the
indigenous character of the Congregation. Bethany Ashram, inthefirst decade
undertook mission work in different parts of Kerala and established churches
and chapel sand conducted Gospel preaching. HisGrace Divannasios Vattasseril
the Malankara Metropolitan, the other prelates, clergy and the people of God
supported him in this endeavour. He had established Bethany parishesin more
than 20 places, four of which were started for members who had received
Christian faith through the evangelizing work of Bethany Ashram.

1.3. Missionary Activities after Reunion

After the reunion of Bethanians with the Catholic Church and the
establishment of Bethany Ashram at Pullad, the Bethanians started anew mission
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at Pullad. The foundation of Pullad mission has a significant place in the
history of Bethany Ashram, asit has set aparadigm for initiating mission work
in other areas. The Bethanians of Pullad who led asimple life, prayed many
times a day and took interest in the life of people around attracted the natives.
They took keen interest inthefaith practised by the Bethanianswho bore witness
to somereality beyond earthly perspectives. This created a curiosity in them
and their querieswere satisfactorily answered by the Bethanians. Thisled them
to accept Jesus Christ astheir Lord and Redeemer. Gradually asmall Christian
community wasformed there at Pullad. Therole played by Catechist (Upadeshi)
Varghese, a native of Parumala and another local leader from that community
hel ped the nativesto deepen their faith. Not long after, Bishop Mar Theophilos,
the Bishop of the diocese of Tiruvalla purchased a piece of land at Pullad and
built a church there. It was Fr.Joshua Thavalathil OIC, the Aboon and novice
master of Pullad Bethany Ashram who rendered priestly ministry to the Pullad
Christian Community.

Archbishop Mar Ivanios OIC, who visited the Holy Father Pope Pius XI|
in 1932 was appointed asthe Archbishop of Trivandrum. He started pioneering
mission work in the Southern parts of Travancore. His collaborators were a
handful of Bethany Fathers (not neglecting the married clergy who gave good
leadership to the reunion movement intheir locality). Both the Archbishop and
the Bethanians worked hard to spread the Good News. The seeds they have
sown have grown and later paved the way for the erection of the dioceses of
Marthandom and Parassala. The second generation of Bethany intensified their
pastoral work as parish priestsin the Syro Malankara Catholic Church and they
did wonderful worksin Nedumangad, Pathanamthitta, Kattanam, Tiruvallaand
Wayanad regions. In 1970s, after the establishment of a branch house in
Mukkampala, Bethany Fatherstook up pastoral work in Tamilnadu and in 1979
in South Canaradistrict of Karnataka. The care for the diaspora communities
in Pune and Bombay is connected with the establishment of Bethany
Scholasticate, Punein 1954. The pastoral work started by Bethaniansin these
sectors grew up to the stature of a diocese, the diocese of Khadki-Pune.

Shortly after the Holy See granted Pontifical Status to Bethany Ashram
in 1966, Bethany Ashram was invited to take up apostolic work in Kurnool,
Satna and Hyderabad in India and Tanzaniain Africa. Though the Governing
Body took up official correspondence towards the same, Bethany could not
launch apostolic work in those areas.

Bethanians serve the Universal Church, doing pastoral ministry in the
Latin Churchin USA, Germany, Switzerland and Austria. Besidesthe pastoral
careto the diasporaMalankara Catholics, Bethany Ashram started mission work
in Tamilnadu and North Indiain 2015. Hereisabrief description of the mission
work in Ethiopia and the northern parts of India
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1.4. Mission in Ethiopia

In the 90" year of the foundation of Bethany Ashram (2009), the Holy
Spirit worked through the General Synaxis of Bethany Ashram to take up
missionary work in Ethiopia. With the undertaking of Ethiopian mission, anew
phase has begun in the annals of Bethany Ashram. Ethiopian Bethany mission
ishistorical becauseitisthefirst timeinthehistory of the Churchthat areligious
congregation for men belonging to the Oriental Church took up missionary
activitiesin another Oriental Church and established abranch house. Thethree
Bethanianswho landed in Ethiopiain September 2009 engaged in uplifting the
standard of the native people. Bethany Fathers paid attention to improve the
quality of their life by providing means to obtain clean drinking water, give
training to improve personal hygiene and teach them the skills of agriculture
and animal husbandry. Bethany Fathers hel ped the Eparchy of Emdibir to launch
out a technical training College for which infrastructure had been prepared
long ago. After giving leadership to the Training College for ten years,
Bethanians handed the college over to the Eparchy and took up pastoral work
in Kamashi, the diocese of Nekemte where peopl e have not accepted indigenous
priests owing to enmity between castes. At present Bethany has missions in
three areas: 1) Sire, (Sire, Legamaraand Gabasambatha parishes) 2) Kamashi
(two parishes and one mission station) in the Latin Diocese of Nekemthe and
3) Goru, (Galiarogda and Gagurebora parishes) in the Alexandrian Ethiopian
Church.
1.5. Missionary Activitiesin India
1.5.1. Kinathukadav, Tamilnadu

Through the missionary activities undertaken in Kinathukadav, Bethanians
reach out to the natives there and also render pastoral care to the Malankara
Catholic students who have migrated to Coimbatore for educational purpose.
1.5.2. North India and North East

Bethany missionsin north Indiaisthe visible sign of the active presence
of Holy Spirit in the life and mission of Bethany Ashram. Bethany Fathers
work in West Bengal, Punjab, Tripura, Chhattisgarh and Odisha.
1.5.3. Calcutta

Bethany Ashram at Kolkata in West Bengal conducts prayer service in
Bengali for the non-Christian Bengali people. Intheyear 2017, Bethany started
village missionsin Kolkata, near Diamond Harbour.
1.5.4. Punjab

Bethany Fathers started different works among the brick workers in
Ludhianawho hail from Bihar and other states. The brick workers cannot afford
to send their children to school. Bethany Fathers organised Punjabi teachers
who would give private tuition to the children and help them for primary
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education. The parents and children who learn to read and write thus become
aware of their human dignity and are coming to the main stream of society. The
non-formal education which began in 2016 became so successful that this
mission was extended to other villages and slums of Mullanpur also. The slum
ministry includes tuition classes, prayer services and frequent family visits.

1.55. Tripura

Bethany Ashram started missionsin Raishyabari, Tripura, intheyear 2017.
Bethanians work among the Jamatia tribe and a good number of families has
received the sacrament of baptism. With the committed mission work new
missions are started and Bethany officially started an Ashram in the year 2019.

1.5.6. Odisha

Bethany started its mission in Odisha in the year 2018 and currently
Bethany Fathers serve a region of the Odisha Malankara Catholic mission
covering seven villages. The faithful learn and practise Malankara liturgy
(translated in Odiya language) and they grow in faith. Pastoral care, faith
formation and social servicesarethe main activities of Bethany OdishaMission.

Bethany Ashram has opened a formation house in Odisha with nine
apostolic students belonging to the Latin Dioceses of Berhampur and Cuttack-
Bhubaneshwar.

2. Social Apostolate of Bethany Ashram
Introduction

The social commitment of Bethany Ashram is based on the teachings of
Jesus Christ who gave the principle ‘love of God and neighbour’ asthe way to
inherit eternal life. Many Christians understand theimportance of histeaching
and explorethe possibility to put into practice this advice personally and through
the communities, they lead. The example set by St.Mother Theresa of Calcutta
who created a momentum in India through her commitment to the poor and
needy was much inspired by Jesus’ words. “whatever you have done to the
least of these, you have doneto me.” Bethany Ashram renders help to the society
indirectly and directly; indirectly through awareness programme and directly
through concrete action plans.

Bethanians' serviceinthe educational ministry belongsto indirect social
service. Bethany Ashram tries to inculcate values to the young generation
through boarding, hostels, schools, colleges and training centres directed by
Bethanians. The staff and students (around 25000) who are associated with
Bethany become aware of the values of love, concern and care for the poor
and needy. Many a students who pass out from Bethany institutions later on
become collaboratorsin the direct social service projects of Bethany Ashram.
The direct social service of Bethany Ashram are given below.
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2.1. Orphanage founded in Mundanmalain 1919

Archbishop Mar lvanios OIC founded an orphanage for boys in
Mundanmala even before the inception of Bethany Ashram in 1919 and
prioritised social apostolate as an extension of mission work. He had a noble
vision of doing good to all peopleirrespective of caste, creed and religion. As
Mar lvanios had stated in his autobiography, people belonging to all castes,
Hindus and Muslims and Christians belonging to all church denominations
have made generouscontribution to Bethany Ashram. Bethany Ashram was
started as a Dharma Shapanam (charitable institution). The orphanage and
other charitableworks of Bethany attracted many to imitate Bethanian simplicity
intheir life.

2.2. School for the downtrodden 1920

The school, Nallidayante School (School named Good Shepherd) started
at Thirumoolapuramfor the poor and downtrodden students of the society was
the best example of Mar Ivanios’ social commitment. Indifferent placesandin
diverse ways Bethanians have carried out the social work after reunion with
the Cathalic.

2.3. Social Service during the period: 1930-2020

Along with parish ministry and mission work,members of Bethany Ashram
engaged in creative social interventionsespecially intheregionsof Trivandrum,
Kanjiramkulam, Nedumangadu, Karnataka, and later in the missions at Ethiopia,
Coimbatore and North India. The social activities initiated from Bethany
Ashram, Nalanchira from 1930 to 1970 deserve special mention. Herbal
medicine for snakebite and jaundice, homeopathic clinics, financial assistance
to the poor through loans, vocational training, and food for life were some of
the social service programmes conducted during this period.

In 1970s Bethany started many welfare centers, training institutions and
socia welfareinitiativesto uplift the poor people especially women. Trppaadam
Bethany old age home started at Nedumangadu in the year 1974 and allied
social development unit helped many to make both ends meet. Today the centre
takescare of sixty poor peoplewho suffer from bodily or mental iliness. Bethany
Karunaaya old age home at Telangana, Bethany Jeevan Jyothy old age home
at Tiruvalla, Jeevanjyothy Special School at Mardala, Karnataka, Bethany
Divyakarunyalayam old age home at K ottoor and the Bethany Snehatheeram at
Karukachal are other charitable institutions run by Bethany Ashram. Around
150 poor people get rehabilitation in these homes.

2.3.1. Charitableinstitutions

Bethany Ashram runs centres for orphan boys and girls. Bethany boys
home at Ethiopia and Bethany Karunalaya, Telangana, St, Antony’s home at
Vencode, Tamilnadu and Bethany boys home at Ranni, Pathanamthitta provide
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integral education and overall personality devel opment accommodating around
one hundred children.

Bethany made anovel step by starting anaturopathy hospital, the first of
itskind in the Keralain the year 1976.

Bethany runs a rehabilitation centre for TB patients at Pulayanarkotta,
Trivandrum which can rehabilitate around twenty-five people.

Bethany promotes many health support programmes providing financial
aid. The Grace Cancer Care project at Bethany Ashram, Nalanchira (Archbishop
Mar Gregorios Cancer Endowment) is a charitable endowment to assist the
poor cancer patients. Anti-drug initiatives, medical aids, medical camps,
treatment for Hepatitis are facilitated in Navajyothi Provincial house Desom.
Bethany Ashram at Coimbatore and Desom promote alcoholic anonymous
groups. Bethany also runs mobile health care centers providing help to thosein
need of palliative care.

2.3.2. Developmental Programmes

Bethany runsrural development programmesin Ethiopiaandin thevillages
of North India. Non-formal free education, literacy centres, vocational training
centers, formal free educational institutionsin Ethiopiaand Telangana cater to
more than thousand students. Bethany also provides charitable assistance like
help for marriage and financial aid for treatment, educational aid, training and
awareness programmes.

2.3.3. Flood Relief Works

Bethany helps during natural calamities by providing direct help and
financial assistance. Bethany fatherswereinvolved intheflood (KeralaFlood
2018) relief work, providing food in relief camps, boat for relief work,
rehabilitation programmes like construction of houses and educationa aid.
Bethany helped more than 4000 families during the flood - 2018

2.3.4. Educational Aid

Bethany gives educational assistance through various social service
agencies, foundations, benefactors and Bethany educational institutions.
Bethany extends its assistance to tribal students in many places. Every year
more than 1000 students avail these benefits.

2.3.5. House Construction

Bethany helps many homeless families to have a roof over their head.
Over theyears, many house construction projects have been implemented with
the help of different social welfare agenciesand well-wishers of Bethany. More
than two hundred and fifty houses were built in India and Ethiopia during the
year 2018 to 2021, to mark the centenary celebrations and to help the flood
affected families. An amount of rupees two crores was spent for this purpose.
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2.3.6. Social servicein the Ethiopian mission

Social servicein the Ethiopian mission showsthe selfless commitment of
Bethany Fathers. Beinginspired by the social commitment of the founder from
its very inception, Bethanians in Ethiopia started a Boys home in their own
residencein Emdibir where eight youngsters pursued their studies. Theseboys
who are well employed now owe their indebtedness to Bethany Fathersfor the
values they imbibed under their training.

Podoconiosisis adisease which affects the feet. The main cause of the
diseaseisthe chemical componentsin the soil. The affected feet have swelling
and sores which is unpleasant in appearance. With proper medical care, the
sickness can be controlled, though not totally cured. Both the young and old
get affected with the disease. Bethany Fathers prepare herbal medicine and
attend to the patients who come to the centres once a week at Sire, Legmara
and Gabasambatha. They supply ointments needed for amonth. They attend to
525 Podoconiosispatients every month.The medical sisters from Konchi
generously support the Bethaniansin this healing ministry.

Social Servicein Ethiopiacomprisesmedical aid to podoconiosis patients,
aid to children affected by malnutrition, aid to mentally challenged people,
ambulance service, drinking water project, rain water harvesting, water storage
systems, educational aid, housing projects, road development, awareness
programmes, food safety programmes, and anti-drug campaigns.

2.3.7. Social servicein the North India

Social servicesin the north Indian missionsare the natural outflow of the
missionary spirit and dynamism already commenced. In the states of Punjab,
Tripura, West Bengal, Odisha Chattisgarh, Odisha and Tamilnadu Bethany
Fatherstry to assist the poor peopleto stand ontheir own. Non-formal education,
educational aid and housing projects are the main programmesin the mission.

Through the apostolates of mission and socia service the members of
Bethany Ashram reach out to the people and make the love of God visiblein
the society. Today the social service activities are managed mainly through the
department of Socia Service under theleadership of Bethany Ashram Generalate
Kottayam, Bethany Navajeevan Province, Trivandrum and Bethany Navajyothy
Province, Alwaye.

Conclusion

Bethany Ashram undertakesand committedly engagesin manifold missions
in accordance with its charism. These ministries are indeed aresponseto God' s
cal toalife of commitment tolivealifein closer unionwith God and to servethe
poorest of the poor. The apostolates of mission and socia service are the two
main streams through which a member of Bethany Ashram make witnessto the
love of God and make his presence available to those in need. Asan instrument
in the hands of God Bethany Ashram communicates the love of God through
preaching the Gospel and through concrete works of charity. O
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Fr. Jostua Thavalathil OFC

Roleg Models and Mentors of fr. Joshua Thavalathil OIC

Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios OIC
Founder of Bethany Ashram

Bishop Jacob Mar Theophilos OIC
‘Guruvachan’ - Novice Master of Bethany Ashram
1924 - 1927
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Fr. Jostua Thavalathil OJC

Fr. J(‘thlld with Mar Ivanios and C onln.m Fr. Joshua and Confreres
Bethany Ashram, Mundanmala Bethany Ashram, Mundanmala

Fr. Joshua with General Synaxis Members - 1968
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Fr. Joshua Thavalathil OJC

Fr. Joshua with General Synaxis Members - 1974

i
Ak

Fr. Joshua with confreres - Bethany Ashram, Thiruvalla
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F1. Jastua Jhavalathil OJC

Fr. Joshua and Fr. Pachomios with newly professed members



www.malankaralibrary.com

Fr. Josbua Jhavalathil OJC

Fr. Joshua with Fr. Jshua - 1975
Bro. Zachariah Nanthyattu
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F1. Josbua Thavalathil OJC

s 1 Fou ¥ SR " ol ¥
Fr. Joshua, Archbishop Mar Gregorios OIC and Fr. Koshy OIC
Pope Pius XI, Kattanam

-h,\'w [

Fr. Joshua with Family Members

- - ﬂ
Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination
Bethany Ashram, Thiruvalla - 1979
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Fr. Jostua Thavalathil OIC

Mortal remains of Fr. Joshua
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F1. Josbua Thavalathil OJC

lsetter to Fr. James Mammoottil OIC dated 10.06.1980

Flione 205 Pax Christi
Bethany Asram
Tiruwalla-1
Pin. 689 101.
10-6-1L98®
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4

Chinnamma - Samuel Jose - Ann

James - Rachel, Jerry - Jerin, Jithin
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Betty - Babu, Tibu, Tintu Beena - Lalu, Linu, St

J

Elizabeth - George, Aleena Sr. Meekha SIC
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Membiers of Thavalathil Family

Geevarghese- dlggamma, Thavalathil

Suja - Shishir Kulkarni

George - Annamma George, Gregory, Agnes - Robert,
Georgina
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Agnes - Robert D’Lima, Ryan, Aaron | Georgma, Noel, Nicole

) ) Sosamma, George, Samuel,
Mathunni Daniel - Sosamma Baby, John, Marykutty, Joy,
Kunjukutty, Babu, Joseph,

Babu, Latha

L=

George Kavinal John, Jery, Joel, Jeby, Isabel
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Mariamma - Unnunni Kuruv

Ammini - Varghese, Priya, Anil Raju - Mercy, Betey - Anoj, Bivin
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dlggamma-€aso Mathunni, Ravinal, Rudas

Thankamma - Eapen & Family
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Thankamma - Zacharia

Alice - Babu, Jobin - Jency

¢
Siji

Lizy - Monachan
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Pappy, Babu, Rosamma, Chinnamma | Thomas, Samuel, Babu,
Shyama and Chikku

Jessy, Siji, Jolly, Kunjumole, Rosamma, Babu,
Sajan, Monachan

Ammini Samuel
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Sosamma - Thomas Chinnamma - Varéhese Mathai

Joy - Ponnamma, Jisha, Jinsha, Jijo, Jiby
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Sosamma - Thomas Poozhickad

Susamma - Thomas, Tom - Smitha, Teena - Syam

l' |
-: I

Sherly - Sebastian, Augustine - Alsa, Dymphna
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Sr. Pavana SIC Fr. James Puthuparampil OIC

Kunjamma Var;:,hese Joy Ra}an Mom Nlthm Jithin
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Membens of Thavalathil Family

Reji - Sheeja, Sherin, Jerrin

Reni - Achenkunju, Ancy
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Babu - Leelamma, Bijoy - Binny, Bestin, Bevin, Liji - Binoy, Bibina, Bijin
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Membens of Thavalathil Family

s Related to Thavalathil family

L

Fr. T.Y. Geevarghese Fr.Jacob Samuel

\ ‘:i" y
Sr. Paula SIC Sr. Saleena SIC

Y ]

Sr. Angeleena SIC Sr. Gregoria SIC
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Fr. Zacharia Nanthiyattu OIC Fr. Thomas Reji

Padinjatemelethil OIC

Fr. Thomas Babu Fr. Nitheesh Zacharia

onary etivit

Bethany Fathers visiting an School Children at Little Flower
Ethiopean family Bethany School, Goru
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Missienary Activities of Bethany Ashram

ion in €thiopia

Kdn'ldShl Mission among Gumuz community
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Missienary Activities of Bethany Ashram

Tripura Mission, Raishyabari - Fr. Christuraj & Fr. Job Mathew

Punjab Mission - Faithful after Catechism class Bethany Ashram Ludhiana 2019
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Sacial Apastolate of Bethany Ashram

Charitableg detivitigs

Trppadam, Nedumangad

Rehabilitation Center, St. Antoy’s Home, Vencode
Pulayanarkotta Tamilnadu

=

== e

Jeevanjyothy Special School, Mardala, South Canara
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Sacial Apastolate of Bethany Ashram

Charitable {etivities
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Fr. Joshua Thavalathil OIC belonged to the Order of the Imitation of
Christ commonly known as Bethany {Ishram which is a religious
Congregation with Pontifical status founded by Fr.p.T.Geevarghese
(later Arechbishop Gegvarghese Mar Ivanios OIC) in 1919 at Perunad,
Ranni, Pathanamthitta. This is the first religious congregation for men
founded in the Malankara Church which in the vicissitudes of history
was sgparated from the communion of the Universal Chureh in 1653.
The founder and most of the megmbers of Bethany {Ishram entered into
theg communion of the Universal Church headed by the Roman Pontiff,
the sucegssor of fpostle St.Peter in September 1930.

The members of Bethany fshram strive to imitateg Jesus Christ who
Rept his communion with God the Pather, preached the Gospel and
served the humans by libgrating them from sin and suffering.

The apostolic works of Bethany {Ishram consists of 1) Spiritual
Rengwal programmes such as Gospel preaching and Retregat ministry
2) Work for the Unity of Churches 3) €vangglisation 4) Pastoral work
in the Malankara Catholic Church and as per the need of the Universal
Chureh 5) Social Work 6) Spread of Gospel valugs through Media and
7) Educational detivitigs.

Young men who decide to become members of Bethany Ashram
AND
Those who desire to support the
Apostolic Works of Bethany Ashram, kindly contact the following
contact persons of Bethany Ashram in the addresses given below:
Rev. Fr. Secretary General

Bethany Generalate Ashram, Vadavathoor PO, Kottayam — 686010
Telephone 0481-2578494, Email oic.infonews@gmail.com
Rev. Fr. Provincial Secretary
Bethany Navajeevan Provincial Ashram, Trivandrum -695015
Telephone 0471-2543799, Email pnavajeevan@gmail.com

Rev. Fr. Provincial Secretary
Bethany Navajyothy Provincial Ashram, Desom, Alwaye — 683102
Telephone 0484-2605360, 2603464, Email bnjyothy@gmail.com






