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Bishop Brian Farrell
Former Secretary of the Dicastery for promoting
Christian Unity, Vatican City

As someone who has visited SEERI on a number of
occasions [ am deeply saddened by news of the pass-
ing of Reverend Father Dr. Raju Parakkott of fond
memory. His life, fully dedicated to spreading knowl-
edge and love of the Syriac tradition, shines out to
many as an example of a faithful follower of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as He is known es-
pecially through the teachings of the great Syriac
Fathers. As that ancient but living tradition increas-
ingly interests other parts of the Church, his memory
will live on both in his scholarly writings and in the
many disciples he brought to cherish the rich litur-
gical and theological heritage of that major part of
the Christian world. SEERI nourished him and was
nourished by his learning and expertise. May he rest
eternally in the Kingdom of justice, peace and love.
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Prof. Dr. Sebastian Brock,
University of Oxford

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few’

The words of the Gospel of Matthew 9:37, ‘the
harvest is abundant, but the workers are few’, ring
especially true in the case of the study of the Syriac
heritage of the Churches which trace their ancestry
back to the Apostle Thomas. In order for these
Churches to properly appreciate and benefit from
their heritage from the Syriac Fathers, it is essential
that in each generation there should be people who
specifically dedicate their lives to the study of, and
the dissemination of knowledge about, this Syriac
tradition. If one were to look for an example of a
life wholly dedicated to this task, the life of Fr Raju
will immediately come to mind; his devotion to the
language and writings of the Syriac Fathers remains
incomparable. At SEERI his long service to teaching
the language, to composing various aids in English
and in Malayalam for those learning the language,
to research and translation of Syriac authors, has
been truly admirable, and generations of his students,
both Indian and foreigners, owe him a huge dept of
gratitude for his guidance and kindness. For
scholars of Syriac his translation, published in the
United States by the Gorgias Press, of Jacob of
Serugh’s poem on the Apostle Paul, will serve as a
lasting monument in his memory.

In the Weekday Prayers of the She%imo, which
Fr. Raju will have regularly used, there is a passage
in bapro for Saturdays:
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Blessed is He who has made our revival
magnificent, increasing the hope for our
resurrection. The blessed Paul gives witness, when
he reproves the doubter, ‘Fool, the seed which your
sow will not live unless it dies’ [1 Corinthians 15:36],
demonstrating that the race of Adam would arise in
glory.

The imagery is developed in a beautiful way by
Jacob of Serugh in one of his mimre on the Departed:

What farmer weeps for his seeds when they
are covered over in the ground?

He enshrouds and buries them, like the dead, in
their furrows,

But his soul is full of faith and does not doubt

That his seeds will truly come to life again.
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When they are being covered over his faith looks
forward

To the heap of wheat on the threshing floor, an
abundant crop.

The seed dies and becomes part of the muddy
soil in the ground,

But that decomposition does not cause the
farmer any grief,

Rather, in expectation, his eye is fixed on the
month of Nisan (April),

When the time has arrived when the seeds that
had wasted away come alive again:

The breezes, along with the dew and the moist
air, cause his seeds to sprout,

Making them grow and become a plentiful pile
of wheat.
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Accordingly, like farmers filled with hope,

you have sown the dead in the womb of the
earth, until the resurrection.

It is the faith of the farmer that we need,

Then at once suffering and grief will pass away
from the mind.

In order to make a life of dedication, such as
that lived by Father Raju, a practical possibility, it is
essential that there should be a suitable environment,
and the right possibilities, otherwise such dedication
would soon find itself frustrated, and, lacking any
proper opportunities, the flame of enthusiasm behind
the dedication would flicker and soon be snuffed
out. What is absolutely needed in order to make
possible and foster such a life of dedication is the
existence of an institution, or better still, institutions,
whose primary concern is dedicated to the provision
of education and training in the Syriac tradition, in
the form of teaching the Syriac language and its
literary and cultural heritage at different levels, from
beginners to advanced, along with an environment
which is conducive to research on all aspects of
the Syriac heritage, spirituality, liturgy, literature and
history, having as a basic resource a well-stocked
library equipped with the essential books and tools
relevant to these subjects.

Such things are of course hard to find, but an
institution of this sort is already at hand, namely
SEERI, and if SEERI had not existed Father Raju’s
life would no doubt have had to take a different
direction, and his talents would have been wasted.
As it is, SEERI provided the ideal environment to
foster his dedication to the Syriac tradition that
provides the distinctive character of all the Churches
of South India which trace their origins back to St
Thomas. As is the case everywhere in the world,
such institutions have a fragile existence: they take
a long time to be built up, but are all too easy to
destroy, either through the decision, whether
inadvertent or deliberate, of some higher authority,
or simply through lack of outside encouragement
and support. Seeing that SEERI is unique in India
in what it offers as a resource for the Syriac
tradition, it is of immense importance for all the
Churches belonging to this Syriac tradition — the
‘Third Lung’ of the universal Church - that it should
be fostered and continue to be actively supported,
above all by the Malankara Catholic Church, but
also by all the Churches in Kerala which belong to
the Syriac heritage and tradition.
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The Zealous Teacher of the
Holy Syriac Church
Oh, priest who is humble and good and with a
pure heart;
He taught the Syriac language everyday diligently.

He perfected himself in this language, and he
committed his life for learning of it:

He administered SEERI for years helping the great
priest Fr Jacob.

Thus, he became a great authority in Syriac
language;
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And he taught priests and faithful from different
churches in Kerala.

He sang the prayers of sh’himo and celebrated
the Holy Mass in Syriac;

He loved the Syriac language very much and he
lives in it.

He made known the reason for the learning of
Syriac language to everyone;

He gave to each one what he had known.

The priest of God was careful in holiness;

For the good of the Church, he worked quietly.
Having studied much, this teacher made many
disciples;

He was weak in the body, but was rich in the
spirit and mind.
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He suffered for years, but fought against his
sickness heroically;

His students remember his teaching affectionately.

He used his talents wisely for study and for
teaching;

He succeeded in writing the grammar books of
Syriac.
This great priest and teacher has a short life;

But God exalted the priest Parakott Thomas
sublimely.

His name will be remembered in the holy Church
everlastingly;

We marvel about his literary contributions.
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'~ Rev.FrElias' . - Fr.Thomas Padinjarekutt Fr. Joseph Fr. James
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Fr. Peter Ramanatt Fr. Jacob Chundevalel
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