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APOSTOLlC NUNCrATURE 
IN BANGLADESH 26th June 2018 

It is an honour for me to write this short message on this auspicious 
occasion when my good friend Adv. O.T. Varghese celebrates his 
"na.vathy" as well as the Diamond Jubilee of his wedding with his 
gracious \\ifcAlice. 

A good tree produces good fruits. It is truly verified in the family of Adv. 
OT Varghese; it is a .blessed family rooted in strong Catholic principles 
and values. 

I have known him through their children in Zimbabwe and Zambia, 
particularly through his son Ugu who was my close friend in Zimbabwe 
where I was the Papal Nuncio for 7 years. Ugu, his wife Alphonsa and 
three children follow an exemplary Catholic family life; surely, an 
outcome of the strong foundation of faith and ethics taught by the 
parents. I am happy to note that OT's children lead ideal family life. In 
fact, OT Varghese and Alice (~an be proud of their children and 
grandchildren. 

My interaction with Adv. OT in Emakulum gives me a vivid picture of his 
deep knowledge and views on variolls issues that make him a tTue 
visionary and man of strong faith. I have personally seen his collections of 
articles, speeches ,and other valuable documents. 

May th!! good Lord bless him and his entire family with peace and 
happiness during the proud moments of his life. 

-+-~~"""~ 
Arehhishop George Kochcl1:Y 
Papal Nuncio in Bangladesh 

U.N. Road Z. Baridhara, (;uL,han 2, Dhaka 1212. 
TI,I' f~!iI':.1l"\Qu.,n1i'. qR4?1d't.1l' ...... /~fiu2.m\QQd7.c·M 
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Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil 
Bishop Emeritus of Palai 

BISHOP.S HOUSE, PALA! 
P.B. No. 18, PALA-686 575 
Kottayam Dt., Kerala,S.lndia 
Phone : 04822-202000 
Fax: 04822-211379 
E-rnail : aramanapala@gmail.com 
Web : www.palaidiocese.com 

~ PJ . 6>. r?-./'/ t(J1YIl ~ tPJ t;'2heV1 nI ~~ ~ d:P I /YIflJ 

?--?ZJ dJM6) ml',l/h) hrlD auf'; J?;J'OJ~d/'1tf1 ~m,m"/ 
ko f)) ~ hY) rf» d /n,/ ~ frM jJ ~ Jt5) JV1 A) /fr~ 

~ tfJ1{' e )v'J /)~ , 
() 6) ~ 12/'1:> M 4J,M'v ,m -01',5>",(/ d9.> tjJA1tJ 

~trI ~yt-~vI.1ot ~1. M nJ/'l/-f>~ /2)7,) 
d7.J; a7h1? ib'1.~tJin6)0'ff'I) ~ 00/I/0Il) -(Ir~/ 
~ !J/ I§)wJ!.;::J ad ;;;?G> dU'1 h) ~ /.P' -I,J G;tj)Q/ rI,(f\·,f 
ILA0G j;) #~ Io)rm 0~ h11 11f),/~ Nv GJ /m:.J 

~~. M,# a/ /t) ) rV tf) /) f1 ~ @Jo/// ~6) M16> n> 

Jw ~ a,J WJ$ tR!n, ~ (b htj6JJf>6Yj If) cI/ H#(i},; ~1~ ffrL 

~#/~ 
iJ.#.(J!/,o.to!J-
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Tom Jose IA5 
Additional Chief Secretary to Govt. 

Message 

labour. Skills. ExdSG & 
Water Resources Department 

Government Secretari.at 
Thi.ruvananthapuram~695 001 

Kerala, Indla 
Telefax: +91- 471-2327582 
Phone: +91- 471-2518973 

E.-mail tomjoseias@gmaH.com 

28.06.2018 

Shri. O.T. Varghese Ozhukayil is fondly known to all of us as "Varghese Sir". As a 

young boy growing up in Paingulam, I have memories of him occasionally visiting our 

home discussing things with my grandfather; late Shri. Augusty Thomas and my father 

Shri. Joseph Thomas, sometimes casting a benevolent eye in my direction. I also 

remember that he used to exhort me to do well in studies, as he believed education 

to be of paramount importance for future success. 

Varghese Sir is truly a remarkable person who accomplished several things in his 

rich,varied and experiential life. He joined politics in 1954 when I wasn't even born 

and was considered as a veryvibrant youth leader, described to me as such by my 

grandfather, who used to fondly call him "Pappachan". Along with countless relatives, 

friends and neighbours, our family had the benefit of a great friendship with Shri. 

O.T. Varghese and we cherish those memories fondly. On this day, we celebrate his 

90th birthday which marks the beginning of a fulfilled and contended life. I take this 

opportunity to wish him the very best in the. years to come, which we fervently hope, 

will be many. 

J-- ~ 
! \ ~--, \...1 \1 ,j'V'___ f) 
Tom Jose 
Additional Chief Sec~etary 
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Dr Cyriac Thomas 
Former Vice-Chancellor 
M G University Kerala 

It is quite a heartening news that O.T. Varghese Sir is turning 

ninety this year. I recollect having seen him very young and 

truly handsome, smart and jovial, dressed in impeccable 

white khadi, always talking and laughing loud, most of the 

time on walk, distributing Congress literature at the village 

grass root level, working as a genuinely committed Congress 

worker, doing good to those around. 

OT Varghese Sir has always been" a Sathyagrahi " of the 

first order, making both Gandhi and Nehru his heroes. A very 

brilliant student in his younger days, 0 T Varghese Sir took 

his M.A and LLB and was initiated to the Congress as his 

natural political vehicle to enter into public life. Shri O.T's 

allegiance to the Congress was inimitable as he believed 

Congress was the best choice for a citizen to serve the Nation. 

In those sunny days, O.T. Varghese Sir kept his life active 

and emerged as a smart and daring young volunteer of the 

Youth Congress. Those were Nehruvian days in India. People 

also had an appreciation for the police force, reformed under 

the new atmosphere of hope and freedom. The Civil service 

was also on the path of a reorientation of its premises and 

style. 
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The Congress which symbolised the hope and visions of 

the common man was reigning the hearts of the masses. O.T. 

Varghese Sir was in the front line of the Congress in Palai, 

representing the second line of leadership, the front line 

being filled by the leaders of the first order in the Party, most 

of them were freedom fighters too, R.Y. Thomas, Prof. KM. 

Chandy, George Thomas Kotukappally, Cherian. 1. Kappen, 

T.A. Thomman and a host of veterans. The second line was 

consisting of very dynamic youth like O.T. Varghese, Y.M. 

Augustine, M.M. Jacob, A.T. Devasia, KM. Mani, M.M. 

Devaisa, M.C. George Manayani, T.J. Joseph Mundackale, 

KM. Mathen and so on. Amongst them some made their 

mark as good organizers while the others raised their ratings 

as well known public orators. 

O. T. Varghese Sir made himself unique by combining 

high qualities as a fire brand orator and a popular grass root 

organizer, making him so dear to the leadership on the one 

hand, and to the ranks on the other. 

Always dressed in immaculate white khadi, but 

occasionally preferring to wear yellow khadi silk also, OT, as 

he was always addressed by his friends, as also by his political 

Guru and mentor, Prof. KM. Chandy Sir, remained active as 

a full time Congress worker, leading and guiding the Youth 

wing of the Congress. G.T. also made his mark as an impressive 

conversationalist with his spicy humour about leaders and his 

colleagues in the Congress. In friendship, O.T. has always 

been very firm, and loyal too, always ready to help anyone 

around in need. 

O.T.'s uniqueness was perhaps his nobility, being never 

jealous of his friends or colleagues in their political attainment, 
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even at his expense. A stead fast Congress man althrough, 

always upholding high political and ethical values in his 

life, O.T. kept himself close to the Gandhi - Nehru school of 

politics. 

In later years, O.T. Varghese Sir drifted to the business 

sphere for some time, but I am afraid he became a victim of his 

own qualities of honesty and straight forwardness, suffering 

some loss on the finance side, as business was never in tune 

with his traits. Yet, he took his setbacks to his stride and faced 

that Crisis with dignity, and in silence, never uttering a word 

against those business friends of him who caused him heavy 

loss in his business venture. 

I am only proud to say that we, the R.Y. family as such 

always enjoyed O.T. Varghese Sir's love and support. O.T. 

was a pet of my father, R. Y. Thomas, and equally dear to my 

mother, Mrs. R.Y. too. He always had been one of our close 

family friends. Now O.T. Varghese Sir is turning Ninety, 

certainly a grace and blessing of the Lord. Aunty was always 

his strength- indeed they made a very blessed couple. Now 

his sons and the daughter takes the initiative organizing a 

celebration, to make his N avathy and publish a Souvenir too 

on the occasion. On behalf of the entire R.Y. family as also 

on behalf of his friends and fans, I recite the blessing prayer 

of our sages, saints and Rishis -

Ayushman Bhava ....... . 

'Dr. Cyriac Thomas is a member of the National Commission 

for Minority Educational Institutions of India. ' 
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Born on the 25th June 1928 as the ~ a 'v~::' 
Ozhukayil Palet and Mammy Thomas p~ 11*_.'" Poa\w..., 
After his schooling at St. Antonys School 0heNkara. St Thomas 
High School Pala and Intermediate from SICIed Hean Col. 
Thevara. he graduated with 8 Bachelors (SA) and Masters 
Degree (MA) in Economics and Polltlcal Science from Khalsa 
College Mumbai and attained his lLB from Government Law 
College, Mumbai. 

Returning to teerala in 1950 he joined the family export 
business of OV Thomas and Company Ltd and partnered in 
founding Intercontinental Industries and Exporters Ltd and was 
later elected as the Chairperson or the Association of Timber 
Exporters. After a short period as an Educator at Pala St.Thomas 
College and as a practicing fidvocate. he joined Politics in 1954 
as a vibrant young activist and leader for the Indian National 
Congress Party, Elected as the first President for Karoor Panchayat, 
President for the Youth Congress in Kottayam and various other 
leadership positions within the Congress party ... Was the THUNDER 
VOICE of the opposition during the Vimochana Samaram. 

Mentor and Guide to many of the leaders today when they were 
young, through the leadership training platforms like Akhila Kerala 
Balagana Sakhyam, shaping the young leadership for the country ... 
A life filled with service to others and selfless leadership of a life 
time ... 

Married to Alice Varghese dlo Adv V. Varkey Puthanangadi, 
Vaikom in 196[ and blessed with 7 children and 16 grandchildren 
and two great grand children ... 

A legacy to guide us and footsteps to follow for generations to 
come ... 
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