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Foreword

Many a Christian youth today is asking the que-
stion about his own Christian ldentity. In our fast
changing world, in the midst of conflicting ideologies
and contrasting systems, within an atmosphere of
religious syncretism and phylosophical cynicism, many
Christians are geiting more and more confused about
their faith and are faced with the challenging question

of their own Christian Identity.
2

The answer to this question can be only one:
Jesus Christ, His unique personality as God'’s Incarnate
Son and Liberator of mankind through the saving event
of His death and resurrection; Jesus Christ, “‘yester-
day, today and for ever”, whose living Presence in
the world gives meaning and value to our human exi-
stence. Christianity, then, is not one of the many great’
religions of the world, neither is it a well developed
code of high morality, much less a humanitarian orga-
nization. Christianity is the very Person, Event and
Presence of Jesus Christ.

To be a Christian means to have encountered the
living Christ along the path of one‘s own existence,
to have been seized by Him, to commit oneself totally
to His Person and to His cause, which is God’s King-
dom of freedom, justice, brotherhood, love and peace
already here on earth and for all eternity. In a word, to
be a Christian means to become a disciple of Jesus
of Nazareth, the crucified and resurrected Son of God,
the Lord of history and of the cosmos. Why, then,



being a Christian? Well, because the Person of Jesus
Christ has grasped me, is now possessing me, is draw-
ing me to Himself in order to share His life and mission,
becoming one with Him and like Him, being filled with
His Spirit, and thus being able te cry together with
Him: “Abba, Father!

Thomas Markose Pollayil, a student of theology
in St. Joseph’s Seminary, Mangalore, has realized his
identity through his personal encounter with Jesus
Christ, and is now sharing his personal experience
with Christians and non-Christians whoe are seeking
Christ and are asking themselves the same basle que-.
stion of their own identity or of the meaning of their
lives. May this sharing .of his personal experience
help the readers to attain a deeper encounter with the
kord Jesus, te experience His presence in their lives
and thus to live more intensively their baptismal parti-
cipation in Christ’s Paschal Mystery through a life of
authentic and even radical discipleship.

V. PIOVESAN, S. J.

Rector & Prof. of Pogmatic Theology
St. Joseph’s Semimary

Mangalore
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