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Foreword 

Many a Christian youth today is asking the que­
stion about his own Christian Identity. In our fast 
changing world, in the midst of conflicting ideologies 
and contrasting systems, within an atmosphere of 
religious syncretism and phylosophical cynicism, many 
Christians are getting more' and more confused about 
their faith and are faced with the challenging question 
of their own Christian Identity. 

The answer to this question can be only one: 
Jesus Christ His unique personality as God's Incarnate 
Son and Liberator of mankind through the saving event 
of His death and resurrection; Jesus Christ, "yester­
day, today and for ever", whose living Presence in 
the world gives meaning and value to our human exi­
stence. Christianity, then, is not one of the many great 
religions of the world, neither is it a well developed 
code of high morality, much less a humanitarian orga­
nization. Christianity is the very Person, Event and 
Presence of Jesus Christ. 

To be a Christian means to have encountered the 
living Christ along the path of one's own existence, 
to have been seized by Him, to commit oneself totally 
to His Person and to His cause, which is God's King­
dom of freedom, justice, brotherhood, love and peace 
already here on earth and for all eternity. In a word, to 
be a Christian means to become a disciple of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the crucified and resurrected Son of God, 
the Lord of history and of the cosmos. Why, then, 
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being a Christian? Well, because the Person of Jesus 
q,rist has grasped me, is now possessing me, is d.raw­
itlg me to Himself in order to share His life and mission, 
becoming one with Him and like Him, being filled with 
Mis Spirit, and thus being able t€l cry together with 
Him: "Abba, Father'"l 

Thomas Markose Pollayil, a student of theology 
in St. Joseph's Seminary, Mangalore, has realized his 
identity through his personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ, and is now sharing his personal experience 
with Christians and non-Christians who are seekil'lg 
Christ and are askiFig themselves the same basis que­
stion of their own identity or of the ~meaning of their 
lives. May this sharing of his personal experience 
belp the readers to attain a deeper encounter wlth the 
Lord Jesus, to experience His presence in their lives 
and thus to live more intensively their baptismal parti­
cipation il'l Chri.st's Paschal Mystery through a life of 
authentic and even radical discipleship. 

V. PIOVESAN. S. J. 
Rector 8- Prof. of Dogmatic Theology 
St. Joseph's Seminary 
Mangalore 
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rQl)ru(Qw o@~<.9{3'>g) LCU)rQl)Lru ~L«llQ)WCIJ WCCIJ<9ro l.. Cffi 
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c~. ffi)aoDClBro6)ro 11l)@c]1Il ml6m3'Do rtm>@1OJOBJo 
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ffii)o (!ffi)Cl1,'l1 (O)..lOCOUlcfhillOW nJCOloflOCOo cEb~n..J1 51 c9S>O 

moClJ· 

12<ID 6YlJ@JJ~mO, '1);l"l m~m(), Qdofltrl1l BO m6ll..l1 ~CQ)O, 
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Lru nQll)LW~Lcrol.fu)) nQll)~LruQUl) LW9ru::> oQl.)cru£{)'~.U) 
octf)ccwruc@)f-u@ills 19EP!Dw OQl)crul9EP~:ru9l9ll,ru Qil9ru 
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Oql)l9Qlu • 0l9EP LQiLcrocW09 LSfWSC9 uulfurul9 ~ClQlQ)::>@) 
C(J)::> ~cro::>@09 ql)C(Q19 0 1WQf)::>Ql.) L lQlQ)IOC<9G'QUl) • Qll)lfuru(9 
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~ru s19LruQUl) oQ.L!.)lQ)(9f&Lj;tu(fu <S6'(9C~(9SSl9(Jl.lCSCWaw9 

QlID w09 @)g)tOCUl.lQJwrvru W 0 QU) ru(9QU)W L coow S(9 
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oQPg)Looc~(!To oQU)~LruQUl) oQ.l)LlQ)al9Cft'g)cW[U)!D QPClQ) 

o \CJ L Ul.lQJ to CS'<Ul . 0 QU9C ill3 Q) L Qf) oQP(9 L Ul.lQJ Q) (., Q)Qf) (U)<e' CCOO 

~<Ul QU)~Lru~ • oQU9CCooLmru QU)~LruQUl) o@(U)'FcJU,.l) 

to LW O@tOCS'<Ul '@)g)wruwl'w!D 0Q.l) LOoc~(!To nQU) 

~LruQUl) • oQU9ccooru§R:l(9(9S'Lj;tu(fu oi'uQ)L(Ql)CI19!D QU)~ 
LruQUl) 0 ~C(9S'Ul.lQJg)~ LruQUl) 0 C R§ CV(9l:§ CS' L (QHpQf) 0 ~SSl9rlQ) 

~RlloGSSl9W<UlC(Jl.lo L<Ul °l'ut'toCV<Ul W~LCOOccvfu~Qf) 
§QUl) 01'u~Qf)§ oi'aLcooLcv~ oi'aLUl.lQJtBr<Ul • oQU9ccvtorv 

~ LlQ)fUl oQP(9 LUl.lQJ rus (9 (9 !roCW~Qf)§QUl) oQ.l)lQ)C~~S~ 

oi'aL~CS'Lj;tu(fu c~®U oQU)~LruQUl), '(L-9:Z . LraLt;TV) 

, S R:l(9 we> ~ lQ)fUl Wll L Ul.lQJ ru@l ~ ~Q.l)CV 0 ru L Q)CS' [.r<Ul LlQ) 

<6>fUl S(9@CV LSQUl) , L(9S'CCV~WW) (U)(9Ul.lQJ(U)(9lQ) lQ)(9 

C (9S' L<.l,l9U) L Q) ro L coo C CV ~ Q) CCS' W~ al9(ge'g) LS L ru CS'(9(,) ep 

TE 

1) (lit 

'0; <1 

malankaralibrary.com



Ql&) • o <w1"6'LliJ0 o)CooC\..l.) l'fuL~ o~lQ)CU~ O@)~Wl oo.wCU 

C<e'(9I''GUWCIOtlg)fU) QWQlu • QP L fUOO> Lr"""U(QlQJCrTWlru "QU) 

mPLQJLfULrul.WCW O)~CQJfUS(9(9 ! LCIDCOOlQ)(I)COOCW °CID 

OOCW, "OcfuCCIDfUClJ \"lQ) l,oQU)ru(9QWw LCIDCOOfUS(9(9 QPClQ) 

• O(ll)g)W LCIDCWfU~trJmC rt.l9g) fUQlID 0 ~rcw ~ L <e» 

OR>EH9(9 ;~W> .. CUJl.qp) 

" ru L ruWQ.l)QlID 

.~ !M<e' ocfu(QlQJg)fUS(9(9 °WCCWfUQlID ocfuWg)@r-ufUS(9(9 

(C(Jl.l LQf)oOO) o cfuwg)lQ) 0 <e'LW'LWQlID • °cfuwg)<e'rvcrufU) 

• 0 cfuwg) Lruwm W~ W2l Lru~ L <e» 0 WJQf)g)Q.l) LUl.1Qlwcmw 

(9 oQP(9 Lru(Qf)CIDg) ClJccrurad'wg)~QlID ~rv(9 °cfu<e'mP LQ) 

<e'Q.l)QlID ocfu<e'mPLruWQ.l)QlID (QJ.Q)(9(Jl.l§g)QlID ocfu<e'mP Lrul.ti 

o ~CS(9cwg) Lru(Qf)CIDg) " 0 Q.U9C 00 ruWQ.l)ClQ) L ru \,,~ (QJJl.l9<e' 

L lQ) S(9W C crura c!.'Wg) ~ QlID (QJ.Q)(9~ LruQlID "0 (ID ffi QlID C OOg) 

wra<e'Qf) LruCIDQf)C Ul.1QlClJI'o QlID COOg)WlQ.l) Lrv L QJru ~s LCID 

COOQJrufu))CQf)ruS(9(9 "LCIDCW'\W'Q.l)OO W2l Lru~ L <e» °ru 

S(9(9 LCIDC 00 'f&3lli..\g)(ll)Qlu 0 QWQlu "0 Q.U9COO'\ CW(Jl.lQJWCon.u 

Q 

I 
LSQlID oQP(9 L Ul.1Ql rlQ) ru!.'W<e» (9(9 • 0 QJ ClQ) ruc '\ WJQ.l)OO , 

"QU)ruQU)S<e' omPrag)L«llID 

@LQJrv oruS(9(9 CIDCWlQ)\"lQ)C@LOJrv QPcrumPLrul.~ 

LCIDCW'\W'QuOO LSqp~CQJg),\WJQ.l)OO • S(9l'o L(QlQJQJClQ)ruc'\W' 

Q.l)OO "LCIDCOO'\OOCCW('w owrvCOOg)Lru(i))ooCW oQ.l)LUl.1Ql<e' 

crag) "Lswg) LlQ)ruClJLW O<e'crag) W2lLCIDLQJrai=tlQ.l)cwru 

QP(QlQJ r-u W~ " Q.U9[. ruQW 0 Lru 0(1) cfu CID L lQ) r-u W~ "l'rum9 

LQJ LlQlll) LCIDCrugQJ o@LQJrv Lsqp~crug)QJru oQP(9lQ)('w 

(Qw "ru L (Jl.lfu)g) o@COO@QlID lQlll)(9<e' crag) 0 ruS(9(9 QPcffl 

W (ll) (9lQlll) W(9lQ)('w OQP(9lQ) Lrug rug)Q.l) L Ul.1Ql<e' crag) 

e;8 

malankaralibrary.com



·lru emCtIJ\'s:!Jg)QlID wrn ocyJ<.9 Lru@')emg) '~rv<.9illmcrwo 

o(U) L:!JQlID @)emg) emCillemCO(U)ill (Q(0J(9fUS(9(9 S(9C(!)lQ)O 

\'rc:HVIJ'J.!W(9(9 eme tIJ~(}lJ(U) @) LQI) ra(9 C rug)(Q)(W 00' L§ 

LfUQll)(fJ-u ,cRlru, ',cRlQlID, ill(9 Lrucl.Q) Lru ~l.Q)ru(9(9 
W~ 'oQU9ceml.Q)\'s:!Jg)QlID OcyJ(9L(!)lQ)mJ)ru9 emCtIJ~Lem 

ccm.u 0 fuilllc (U) oo~ C W fuc I.Q) Lru 0 QDCI.Q) <(POO' LR::ll.. ill 

rm (QJ.9@0(U) UD(fJ-u ,C ru9CQlw, OcyJ(9 L rutfu L C{P) ~ l.. CffiI.Q)(9 

UDW L FE-l.. § Lru (!)lQ)(9 ruS(9 (9 0 QU9C WQll)(fJ-u (ru(9CI.Q) Lru 

ocyJ (9(fJ-u) ,L ru9QlID, 0 Qll)(fJ-u (ru(9 CI.Q) L ru S (9§a!l9 (QJ.9 ) , Ql) 

Lru9QUl), ~Lemt:(;Uc:!J GfU9l!.(}lJ '~LemCill!.t'tl)racru cems 

~ 'o@OOSLFE-L(DCCo)g)ruC9 oQU9ctIJ@lcw tfuLC{P) °tIJCill 

UD(fJ-u ,ru(9CI.Q) l..ru, -,Cru9CQlw, l..emCillcruf'furv(9illm 

C ru9g) 0 (U) L@QUl) (!)lQ)(9 ruS(9(9 , Qll) W L emcw \' illillQlID 0 mJ) 

ru9@lf'""u@Lru wU9 'Qll)WLfa:JC(J)crumcru9g) Qll)~l..ruQlID 

oru Lo<{pocfuemotIJoemc§qp emcwH;illf-u LQ)ru OO~ctIJfucl.Q) 
Lru ' o@UDWLCIDC:!JJ.9QDLru@)emO R§ LUDW l..emctIJ@lcw 

o \' mc ru9g) OOQll)W9(9CemUD(91.Q) cyJC I.Q) 0 \,~CQ)rus (9(9 

~) 

, Qll)@) 10m 0 FE-L § ru(9 0 'f6Srao l.. (!)lQ) \'o;wcm cem UD 

W9(9CWfUS(9(9 @)CIDO omrI.Q)Lt'tDC(}lJ(U) o~tIJoemc§qp em 0 
cem Lemccm.u OO~CtIJ§<{P Lrucru ' 0 fuQ)c<{P LmcillrvCtIJO 

rucru (!)lQ)(9~ LruQUl) '(0(;: n 'C(SGlf'o) ,cyJl..ru@§c<{P(9 

ru L Q)m 0 Qll)ru(9Qll)l9EP L Q) L tQJJ2J.9 L61 (SGl L (!)lQ)(fJ-u ~ Lems~ 
S(9~8.Q9 LW o\'~cQ)ruS(9(9 ~ L CffiW9(9CraCem L(QJi)lQl)ruS(9(9 

o@UDOO' LQ)(SGl 0 t:(;U L(}lJru9 §(9(9G"' F-vCQI) Lru cyJC(QJ.9, 'Qll)W 

L emcCID<{POO'C W(QJi)l \' ru 0 Qll)W9(9C emUD(9l.Q)cyJcl.Q) 0 \'~cQ)ru 

S(9(9 S(9 f'o L§ Elll91.Q)~QJill FE-L ~ ru fUl Qll)~ LruQlID 0 ru l.. 0 

tv 'R§ LUDW Lemcem<{P(QWsw OeD 0 (U)fUl wcem(9CtIJracrv 

eru oru LOIge'UllilJ(9illtIJ(DC\'~CQ)ru8(9(9 °raru<{po oQll)~ Lru 

E:E: 

malankaralibrary.com



'ggg-1..gg ntiitt>~ • (6L61) 
9 o(96)rc; . 6g o<e>UlJncw?1'J • ol'aAlIllJJLr<7 o'i'ruUlJ\IJ •• o'i'croWlJlnUlJ 

cycl'Jl o'i'ru'i'Qf)aAl~" '~<9IJ'ncro§C'6'~ o(J'Ucwc~~ 'cmm .~ 

CCOOg) ruG ~cfu COOUlJfJ'~ru OQ,.L)(9 L lQ)Q.lll) , 0 ~QWwru~<e' 

U.Ll(9lQ)rug) lIPID Ql) Lru~ L ((j» ° (J)CCOOg) ruG w09 U.Ll(!}u •• 0 ru 

C lQ) L ru S(9 t§EI.Q9lQl9 COO C(.l.) mwtB r (\.l.),. OOC R:l g)Q.lll) 

'(91 :£9 o(\.l.)CCOO(\.l.)09) ,OOOCW 

1i, tQ.lllJ(9~ LruQ.lll) oQU9CUDW9(9C(.l.)<e'~Q) S(9t§8Q9lQl9 WQ.lll) 

~lQ)ID LSC(.l.)Q.lll) :QW<e'cruClQ)Lru S(9t§8Q9lQl9 oWQ.lll) 

ru(9ctQ.!.llJ<e' : 0 QU9CQ)lQ)ClQ.L9@Q.lll) 008Q9lQl9 Ql) LlCl coog)M09 

'ffi LU.Llcfu LOQ.lll) §(98Q9lQl9 °coufU9)Q.lll) 'oi'uClQ) Lru S(9 

t§8Q9lQl9 QU9C8Q9Q.lll) , 'Om.Dru.9@I"'v@Lru ~cfucooi'uru 

S(9(9 ot§8Q9Wal. ~coog)M09 o~QWQU9c<e> OC(.l.) OOCf'U)g) 

A:!l ['V(9QWS<e' 0 19G'lClg) L tQ.lllJ@ L Q) ['V ~coog)M09 

'QWI9G'L§I:ru!g)(\.l.) LCOOCOO(.l.)OUCtroJg)w S(9LruQ.lll) ocfulQ)~s 

(Ju 0 lIP (9 L tQ.lllJcoos(Ju ° i'u ~ <e'(!}u(9lQ) (J) L UlJfJ' ~ ru 'o@U.Llfro 

['V(9 @g)coo<e'sccJru-Q)ru \Q.ill)(9 ~ o:wc m ccoo i> U.LlW LS F;B(9 

IDu ~ L tQ.lllJW9 WlC~ 0 (\.l.) oS LCOO coo i'uClQ) L ru (Qf)coog) lCl(9 

crug)@U.Llfro['V(9 OO'(9~ocfu<e'ISe>Lsc['Vg) ocfu<e>cfuoru QP@ 

I"'v ~C(.l.)g)LruClQ)Lru SR:l(9COOL~, ocfu<e'~LruWG U.Ll(9 

lQ)(Qf)coog) 'ofULOOO 'o@U.LlISe>LQ)LfO'L(J)CCOOg)ruG LcooCCOO 

fO'ws@ ffiBU9C<e>(9L['VWL~Q.lll) <e'~lQ)g)~ ~~CtQ.lllJg)sru 

<fuID 0 I9fP<e'WlQf)g) L ruM ~CU.Ll(!}u • QWQU9c<e> ru-L(J)crrog) 

ruG O~Qf)ruc~ OLl OOOC(.l.) U.Ll(!}u ,Cru.9<fuID, ~L§ 

EI.Q9 WlQf)g) Lruw • QWQU9C<e' ru-L ru.9 ° L ru.9 L lQ) ~ ~ L §rul9 

WlQf)g) Lruw oru-L<e'~lQ)g)~ '~L§8Q9(J)C~LruOOCOOLWCOO 
LUlJI"'v oWlCl(JQLlQ)~ OOi'uLmLOO oQP(9LtQ.lllJm.Dru.9@I"'v@ 

t£ 
malankaralibrary.com



) 

) 

(J)o cfh!Il°oociO (g)ffi.06m3§:1ro?l cfu~1(IDcm16)~8h1e:.lo, 

~ 1 ~QJ16)ciOo cfuO eJ~o ~BCQJO nJoeJCQol"l mOCQJ1 ro?l 

CQJ~n.O OQJ 6)CQJ nJ 1 (lJ) OQJ 0 CQJ 1 (tffi) 0 (J) "1 cfu(\) 1.g"j 1 (IDC1l(). . n{j) 

cmoro?l ~ (lJ) 1 CQJ m 1 CQJ!IlroT()) 1 ro?l cfu 06m)cm crue cM:I ~ 0 (lJ) 1 

cfu~ ° <1g)(lJ)mCl,l ° cru !Il(g)Cl,l !IlO6m) 0. 6)6) BQJ 6)amn nJ 1 (lJ) 0 

QJoCQJ1 cfuO 6ll()cfu~ ° cfuroraw~ orotomCQJ1 eJ 6)5 'nJ 1 (lJ)O 

6)QJ' n{j)C1l()0 6)6)BQJ6)amn ~1~ (tffi)@1cruo~6nJowm 

6).D.JCQlcfu~ ° 6).D.J(~)(~~ OCO QJ"l cM:I6Tl)amn 1 e.J ° 6nJ ClU) 

amn 1 e.J ° ~\p~!IlO 1 CQJ 63(ID cru!IlO (J) !Il6nJClU)!Il 06Tl)QJ 16)5 

~56)eJ$amn@ ° • 

6)6)BQJ!IlOCQJ nJ1(lJ)oQJ1 ~mo$~ 6)6)nJ®cfu!IlOCQJ 6nJ 

ClU)amn 16)ciOo ClUD;l.D.J 1 (lJ)!IlOCQJ ~ (lJ) 1 n..O eJ m!IlO6m) ° ~CQJ 

~ru16)ciOo ~orotom (tffi)LOQJO dhroraw~orotom. • nJ1 

(lJ)06)QJ ' n{j)C1l()§§ CCQJ ~QJ 16)ciOo QJ 1 §: 1 CQJ 1 ro?l , (lJ) 6)ciOo 

cruffiJrogm cru!Ilro~6Tl)ClJo ~mmQ,Q(lJ)1~o ~mmBom 

Cl,lo ~Boamn!IloCQJ1 m1\peJ1tS63ml>. n{j)om1~m~o Cl{)l(lJ)1 

~m~o, ~"l ru1(lJ)roT())16)eJ cm§6m3§:1ro?lm1ml>o 6nJClU)m 

6m3§:1 ro?lm 1 C1l() 0, (tffi)QJ 1 $~amn ~?t QJ 1 $(lJ)ro?l ~onJ 1 c&6l 

QJOciO m1 cftl°~CQJocruo cruow1 ~. n{j)6)omcmoro?l (tffi)QJ1 

$C1l() ° nJ 1 (lJ)OQJ 1 ro?l QJ 1 Ul> .. .J()cru amn 1 e.J o. ~ (lJ) "1 cM:I CQJ 1 
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3. Oscar Cullmann, Christo logy of the New Test­
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